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ADVERTISEMENT. 
AOx81DERING the vaſt increaſe of public corruption; 

; and all kinds. of error; and the many wi wy | 
trange ſects formerly unknown amongſt us e, that have 
appeared fince the firft edition of the following ſheets | 
yas publiſhed, (which is not more than 16 years) it was 
pro ſed and thought needful, that ae ſhould 8 
lebred to this edition by way of preface. pil preface, - 


* Theſe are already numerous, and appear to be daily mul- 
tiplying ;/ every two or three years of late has produced a new 
religious ſe We can ooly juſt mention their names. Firſt, - 
the Oxford or Engliſh Ms THoD1s 7s, the diſciples of Mr. John 
Welley,. have oyer-ran the whole kingdom propagating every 
where the do@rives of Arminianiſm, together with the malt 
poaccountable- licentious 1 anent Chriſtian and church 
communiom cer heard of or known. Next, or perhaps co 
temporary with theſe, appeared a new faction of profeſſed Preſ- 
byterians, who. upo- (hair firſt aſſociatioo thought proper to 
diſtingaiſh themſelves, by embelliſhing their judicial character 
with the ſpecious motto of Reuisy ;—whereas, in regatd that 
by their own profeſhon, practice and prineiples of conſtitgtion, . 
they are neither in the church, nor out of the church, and yer 
act ſeparately from her, and in oppoſition to her, gathering one 
church out of another, they ought to have called themſelves, 
and to be called by others The Schiſmatical Presbytery, inſtead 
of the Relief Prerbytery ;—or, perhaps, in conſideration of 
their very licentious naſcriptural terms of church felloihip, __ b 
conform to which they declare their readineſs to join promiſcu- | , - 
ouſly in commiinion' with almoſt every church-man, and ever 
ſectary whatever, without due regard toorthodoxy er foundneſs in 
the faith, but upon a blind ſuppoſition of their ſaintſhip, they - 
night . beſt of all, be called Scorch Methodi/ii. Afterwards, 
ihe various tribes of Independents made their more public ap- 
pearance, every one of them with their dodFrine, their revela- 
tion, their interpretation, &c. 1 Cor. xiv. 26. together with 
the Anabaptiſts. And laſt of all, ſprung forth a new ſe of 
Relieveri, formed by Mr. John es a licentiate of _ 
the church of Scotland, but who, on acconnt of his Phari-- 
faical pride, (boaſting himſelf to be the only perſon of all others 
fince the apoſtles days, who underſtood the ſcriptures and 
preached the true goſpel,) his enthuſiaſm, &. Being refuſed 
« ſettlement in the church, fer up independent, and as a re- 
former of the independents, and ſucceeded fo far 'as to draw 
away many diſciples after him in differeut and particu- 
larly in the capital city of the kingdom. Theſe. becaufe they 
received from the wicrd with all readineſs of mind, and Jjearch- 
* If #4 the ſcriptures; like thoſe Ad xvii. 11. he very * 
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© "KDVENTISEMENT: 4 
It was intended, ſhould fontain ſome ſtrictures in vindicaz 
tion ot the neceſſary Chriſtian duty of confeſſing, and bear. 
ing teſtimony, both perſonally, doctrinally, and judicially, 
to the truths and cauſe of CHRIS T, and of renouncin 
and rejecting what is contrary thereunto, together with a 
conciſe defence of ſome other of the elleniial articles of the 
Proteſtant covenanted reformation and teſtimony of the 
church of Scotland, almoſt the whole of which are now 
more openly and violently oppoſed and reprobated than 
exer formerly; by the different tribes of the late upſtart 
ſectaries. But as, upon a clofer conſidęration of the 
ſeveral particular articles which behoved to be treated 
of, it appeared impoſſible to handle them any way ade- 
uate to their merit, in the narrow compaſs af the 
w pages of a preface; it is therefore thought preferable 
rather to forbear entring upon them, than not have ac- 
ceſs to do juſtice to the ſubject. And moreover,” as the 
reſbytery have in view to publiſh, as ſoon as poſſible, 
Fmerhing of the nature of an hiſtorical defence of the 
reformation in Scotland, the above-mentioned. particu- 
lars, with other eſſential branches of reformation, doc- 
trine and principles, ſuch as—the duty and neceſſity of 
uniformity and unanimity in the Chriſtian church, in 
© order to Chriſtian communion ;—The neceſſity and uſe- 
- Fulneſs of public Creeds and Coufeſſions of Faith, —or 
What the apoſtle calls forms of ſound words ;— The. morali- 
YE the duty of covenanting perſonally or nationally ;— 
e perpetual moral nature and obligation of. our ſolemn 


13 national covenants, Sc. will all natively fall in to be 
cConſidered, and vindicated from the invented cavils and 
ES: _objeQtions of Sectarians. Here the preſbytery will have 
2 7 more ſcope to treat the ſeveral particulars at ſuch length 
2ẽẽs their importance may require; and the whole may be 
Very properly conſidered and publiſhed as an appendix 
co their judicial teſtimony. r 


5 diggaißed with the title of BRA ZAS, and the Berean aſſembly. 
bp Hoy full an inſtance is this of the extreme pride of the ſectary, 
3 and his diſciples, to aſſume to denominate himſelf and them ex- 
E eluſively, from the characters that belong to all true Chriſtians, 
ö — of all whom it is the temper and character to receive the 
word with readineſs of mind, and to ſearch the ſcriptures daily, 

| - Whether what they hear be agreeable thereto. This may. ſuf- 
fice in the general. Some of the particular, and common leading 

principles of theſe ſeveral parties will be more fully conſidered 

ia the work above defigned. From the whole, we may behold 
_ the ;afigite depth of del! and boundleſſneſs of deſection.— 
How wretched is the people in whom that divine ſentence it 
verified. Hof, viii. 11. Becauſe Ephraim hath made many altar! 

to fin, alters ſhall be unto him to n. | by 
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IT egnvinced of the expediency and neceſity of 
_ ©... Emitting a judicial teſtimony, to diſcover. to the 
world the E upon which, as a judicatory of the 
Jord Jeſus Chriſt, they ſtöcd, in oppoſition to the diffe- 
rent, ſo called, judicatories in the land; together with the 
Agreeableneſs of theſe principles to the Ward of God, 
the ofily rule of faith and practice, and to. the covenant: 
«4 e of the een of Sorte in her erk 
periods 3' ald therefore, aer a propoſal for faid ez. 
198 e one of their number to prepare a | 
draught-of this kind.to be laid before them, who, after 
ſundry delays, to their grief of mind, at once cut of 
their hopes of al affiſtance from him, in that, or any o- 
ther particular, by laying himſelf obnoxious to the cen- 
fures'6f the church; which the preſbytery, in duty both 
to him, de God, and to his people, were. obliged to put 
in execntion againſt him, While he, in contempt of that 
'ordiftince, and other means uſed for his conviction and 
recobery,  obſtinately perſiſts in his impenitency and de- 
fection And although the preſbytery, few in number, 
were thus diminiſhed, yet being ah reſolyed to proſecute 
their former dellgn, they renewed their appointment up- - +} 
-on'ant6rther brother, who, in conſequence of his under= -- 
taking,” was allowed a'cefſation from his other publie 
work, in order to expedite the propoſed draught: And 
"now; When nothing was expected that ſhould retard the 
" Gnifhing bf ſuch a neceflary work; the lamentable fire 
of diviſion,” that had long been ſmgthered, unhapp7ß 
broke forth into 4 violent flame, whereby the preſbytery _ 
was tent afunder, and that. brother, on whom, the ap- 
pointment was formerly laid, happening to be of the 2 
parating 40 a ſecond ſtop was not only put to, the 
blicarion of this teſtimony, but the preſbytery, from 
& abſence of a brother removed to à diſtant part of the 
world, together with the paucity of their number, were 2 
almoſt wholly diſcopraged from attempting again what 
they had e diſappointed in. 18 
ren WN. N 1 #3.» a "Bi 
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the publication hereof at this time, 
follow: 17 5 . 


« blifhed a teſtimony in Jacob, an 


ee | 
But notwithſtanding of the above, with -many other 


difficulties, which we ſhall not at preſent take notice of, 
the preſbytery (till conſidering, that even in their preſent 


circumſtances, when their number is few and deſpicable, 
their adverſaries many, and ſuch as are in repute in the 


world, whereby the oppoſition made to them, and the 


conſpiracy formed againſt the covenanted teſtimony of 
the church of Scotland maintained by them, muſt needs 
be ſtrong ; there is yet a gracious door of opportunity 
left open for them to attempt, in their judicative capa« 
city, the proſecution and accompliſhment of the neceſſa- 
ry work formerly propoſed ; and which they could not 
but judge the Lord ſtill called them unto, while, after 
all the above-mentioned breaches made upon them, he 
ſtill continued to give them a nail in his holy place, and 


a wall in Judah and Jerufalem, Ezra ix. 8, 9. e 


fore again laid their appointments upon ſome others, to 


2 prepare a draught of An A, Declaration, and Teſtimony, 
Kc. and which, under the favour of divine providence, 


has at length been finiſhed and la d before the preſbyte- 
ry. We only need to obſerve further with IIA to 
this, that the long delay of what is now agreed. upon, 
did not proceed Bom any deſign in the preibytery, of 
depriving either the people of their particular loa, 
or the generation, of any benefit that might be obtained 
by a work of this nature, but partly from the fewnels of 
their number, and great extent of their charge, and 
partly from the great diſtance of members reſidence from 


each other, whereby they can ſeldoni_ have acceſs to meet 
All together, for expediting this, or any other work of 


. 


public concern they have in hand. 


It is therefore, with an eye to t ic Wonderful Coun- 
ſellor (when Zion's faithful counſellors are fo few) for 


light and direction in the management of this great and 


important work, . that the 9 77 have reſolved upon 


or the reaſons which 
1/t, Becauſe this duty of | bearin witnefs for truth, 


os 


and declaring againſt all error, and defection from it, and 


tranſmitting the ſame uncorrupted to poſterity, is expreſ- 
h enjoined on the church by the Spirit of God in the 
criptures of truth, P/al. Ixx. viii. g. For he hath eſta- 
a appointed a law in Iſ- 

* rael, which he commanded our fathers that they ſhould 
WONT 5 | «© make 
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c make them known their children.“ Iſaiab xliil. 1. 

« Ye are my vitneflts, faith the Lord.” Matih. x. 32. 

«* Whoſoever therefore ſhall confeſs me before men, him 

« will Lalſo confeſs before my Father who is in Heaven. 

John xv. 29.” Le alſo ſhalbbear witnefs:” Act, j. g, 

« And ye thall be witneſſes unto me.” oo 
2dly, Becauſt, in agreeableneſs to the above ſcripture 

warrant; it has been the conſtanr practice of the church- 

in all ages, when in ſuch capacity, judicially to aſſert, 

and declare their approbation of the truths of the ever“ 

laſting goſpel, and attainments of the church, joined 

with the condemnation of all contrary error, as appears 

from their harmonious confeſſions: And particularly, 

this has been the honourable practice or the nee famous 

church of Scotland, witneſs her excellent confeſſſons, 

covenants, &c. whoſe poſterity we are, and therefore, 

in duty, bound to homologate and approve her ſeriptural 

form and order, by a judicial aſſerting of her attain- 

ments, as faith the Apoſtle, Philip. iii. 10. « Nevertheleſs: 

« whereynto we have already attained, let us walk by 

te the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame thing.” Rev, iii. 3. 

© Remember therefore, how thou haſt received, and 

« heard, and hold faſt, and repent.” : 838 
3dh, That notwithſtanding many, both miniſters 

private Chriſtiars, have been honoured faithfully to pu- 

bliſh their teſtimonies and declarations,” and to ſeal them 

with their blood, in oppoſition to the growing defections 

in the lands, being thro' the tyranny of the times pre- 

vented from acting in any other capacity; yet never, fince 

the national overthrow of the glorious ſtructure of re- 

formation, has any church judicatory, conſtituted purely 

on the footing of our covenanted eſtabliſhment, appear- 

ed in a judicial vindication of our Redeemer's intereſt: 

and/injured rights. TS if HH ors OR 

_ 4thly, The unſpeakable loſs ſuſtained by the preſent ge- 


ch neration, through the want of a full and faithful declara- 
6 tion of the covenanted principles of the church of Scot- 

b, land, which they in the loins of their anceſtors were ſo 

d ſolemnly engaged to maintain; whereby, as ignorance: 
1 muſt be increaſed, ſo prejudices are alſo gradually begot 

* in their minds againſt the truth in the purity thereof. 

I And this, through the many miſtaken notions at preſent! 

7 prevailing amongſt the different contending parties of 

| profeſſors in theſe nations, concerning the diſtinct ordi- 
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 nances of divine inſtitution, viz. the miniſtry and ma- 


giſtracy, or eccleſiaſtic and civil government; and more 
eſpecially, the preſbytery reckon themſelves, and all pro- 


feſſing their allegiance unto Chriſt and his cauſe, obliged 


to maintain the teſtimony af our anceſtors for the divine 
inſtitution and right conſtitution of civil government, 
according to the law of God, as what they found to be, 
and ſtill is indiſpenſibly neceflary for the outward de- 


fence and preſervation of righteouſneſs and true religion; 


and becauſe the very foundation and ends of this ordi- 


nance have been doctrinally ſubverted, and the generati- 


on taught the moſt licentious principles concerning it, 
by a body of profeſſed witneſſes among ourſelves; and 
this they deſign to do, without (as they are ſlander- 
ouſly reported of by ſome) laying aſide themſelves, or 


withdrawing qthers, from the ſtudy of internal and habi- 


tual or practical holineſs. 


_ sthly, To wipe off the reproach of that odium caſt 
upon the preſbytery and community belonging thereto, © 
by ſome, who invidiouſly call them a headleſs. mob, 
whoſe principles cannot be known, anti-government men, 
men of bloody principles, &c, than which nothing can 
be more unjuſt ; ſeeing, as a body diſtinct from all o- 
chers, they have ſtill ſtood upon the footing of the cove- 
nanted eſtabliſhment, as has been frequently declared to 
the world, and as the conſtitution of the preſhytery 


bears; ſo that they can no more be ſaid ever to have 


wanted a proper teſtimony exhibiting their principles ta 
the world, than the reformed church of Scotland, where- 
of they are a part. 


btbh, The preſent broken and divided ſitnation of the 


members of CHRIS T's myſtical body, together with the 
abounding of error, ſeem neceflarily to require it as a 


Z proper mean, under'the divine blefling, for gathering a- 


gain the ſcattered flock of Chriſt, the chief ſhepherd, to 
the one ſheepfold, and putting a ſtop to the current of 
prevailing apoſtacy and defection- . 
For theſe reaſons, (with more that might be adduced) 
the preſbytery find themſelves in duty bound, to God, 
the preſent and ſucceeding generations, to throw in their 
ſmall mite of a teſtimony, againſt the manifold avowed 
backſlidings and defections of all degrees of men, both in 


the former and prẽſent times, from the precious truths 


of Chriſt, and purity of his ordinances; unto the main- 
e * 


tenance ;Whereof, not only they, but all in theſe lands, 

are ſolemnly bound by covenant engagementss. 
And, to conclude, let none miſtake the preſbyterys 

aim and intention, in the whole or any part of the fol- 

lowing teſtimony, as if they minded nothing elſe but ma- 

giſtracy, &c. and that to have civil government, and go» _ , 

vernors eſtabliſhed, according to the rule of God's word, 1 

was all the religion they intended, without regarding or _—_ 

oppoſing any other of the prevailing evils and iniquitics 

of the preſent time, So ſome are pleaſed to alledge, as 

has been hinted above; but ſuch might do weill to 

conſider, \that as the ſovereign and diſtinguiſhing good- 

neſs. of God is clearly evidenced, in giving his ſta- 

tutes and judgments unto his Iſrael, in all ages, while 

he has not dealt ſo with the other nations. of the 

world, wherein his will is manifeſtly revealed, deter- 

mining his people's duty in all their regulations; ſo f 

his glory is equally concerned, that they receiye,, ob- \ Þ 

ſerve, keep pure and entire, all the ordinances he hath 

appointed in his word. The ſinful proſtitution of any _ 

of theſe, or breaking over the boundaries which Jehovah | 
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n hath ſet, is an evident contempt of his ſovereign autho- 
- rity, and violation of the moral law. God requires of \ 
- his people an uniyerſal reſpect to all his ordinances and 
0 commandments. Hence what is deſigned by them in 
y this undertaking, is equally to teſtify their adherence un- 
e to, and approbation of the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline 
0 and government of the houſe of God; and to ſignify a 
'- their oppoſition to, and diſſatisfaction with all the apoſta- \ 
| tizing, backſliding courſes in principle and practice, from 
"P that refarmation purity, both in church and.ſtate, (which, 
e as the attainment of the nations of Britain and Ireland, 
a was by them accounted their chief ornament and glory,) 
1 that haye taken place, eſpecially in this kingdom, ſince 
0 our woful decline commenced : Whereby the witneſſes 
Ff for 8cotland's covenanted reformation, have been deprived 
of any legal benefit, as well ſince, as before the late revo- 

1) lution; in which the reformation, neither in civil nor N 
d, eceleſiaſtic conſtitutions, was adopted. The intent, there- 
ir - fore, of this work is of very great importance ; no leſs. 
d being propoſed, than the right ſtating of the teftimony 


in tor the covenanted intereſt of Chriſt in theſe lands, and 
a8 judicial vindication of all the heads thereof, after ſuch a | 
* Jong and univerſal apoſtacy cherefrom: A work — 7 


— 


j 


3 


| [6] 

muſt needs be attended with great difficulties, and labour 
under manifold, diſadvantages, as in other reſpects, ſo 
particularly from the conſideration of the temper of this 
age, wherein nothing almoſt is pleaſing, but what is ad. 
apted to the taſte, not of the beſt, but of the greateſt : 
Ka naked truth. without the varniſh of flattery, and 
painting of carnal policy, is generally treated with con- 
tempt, and expoſed to ridicule. And therefore, to re- 
move as much as poſſible the prejudice of a critical age, 
who are ready to reject every thing as new, which is in 
ſome reſpects ſingular, and not ſui-ed to their favourite 
ſentiments; the preſbytery have endeavoured, in this 
work, to conform, as much as poſſible, to the faithful 
contendings of former honeſt contenders for the truths 
and teſtimony of IEsUs, and that both, as to matter 
and manner: And as the grounds of this teſtimony are 
not any needleſs ſerupuloſities, or ſtrange novelties, but 
precious and weighty truths, of the greateſt value and im- 
portance, and of neareſt affinity unto the continued ſeries 
and ſucceſſion of the teſtimonies of the church of Scot» 
land, in former and more ancient periods; ſo it is the 
preſbytery's ambition, that nothing, as to the ſubject mat- 
ter of what is here contained, be looked upon as theirs, 
but may be regarded as an ancient plea, wherein is no- 
thing but what has been maintained and confirmed by au- 
thors of the greateſt fame and reputation in the church; 
has been afferted by the greateſt confeſſors, and ſealed by 
the beſt blood of the honoured and faithful martyrs of 
Jefus: So that it may appear, the cauſe and truths here 
judicially ſtated and vindicated, are not of yeſterday's 
date, but the ſame old paths and good way, that we are 
commanded to aſk for, and walk in, though paths that 
are not now much trodden, a way that is not much pave 


ed by the multitude of profeſſors walking therein. 


* 7 F | 
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Geng a brief biforical narration 0 ar lhe Feuer whe 
of the Teftimony of. the Church of. a and of the 
faithful contendingt: of the wineſſes. far . Chrift Par- 
ticularly from the commencement of the Reformation in 
theſe lands, down: to the late nee, wy e 
bytery's: apprebation thereof. tl 


At-PLOUGHLAXDHEAD, the 64h day of 20 wo. 


XE which day and place, the Reformed Preſby- 
- tery being met, and taking into their moſt fe- 
_ © Fious confideration, the deplorable ſituation . 
of the intereſt of Chriſt and religion at preſent, 
in theſe ſinning lands, wherein fo few are afking for the 
old path, ſaying, Where is the good way, that we may 
walk therein; but, on the contrary, an avowed a 
and backfliding from the right ways of the Lord, is by 
the generality carried on, with a ſecret undermining of 
reformation intereſts, by ſome, under more ſpecious pre- 
tences: And further, confidering the general deluge of 
error and hereſy, that hath over-run theſe lands, and 


the ſwarm of erroneous and hereticks that hath over- 


ſpread the ſame, making very impious attaeks upon the 
moſt part of revealed religion; who, notwithſtanding, 
have found fuch ſhelter pap, ey the wings of 'z Laodicean 
church, and almoſt boundleſs ſtate toleration, that they 
walk on without fear, in the forefaĩd broad way of fin 
and error. And moreover, all kinds of fin and wicked= 
neſs fo univerſally abound and paſs, without any ſuita- 
ble check, that he who departs from iniquity, maketh 
himſelf a prey; together with the woful WW 


f 
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and deep ſecurity of all, under our ſpiritual plagues, and 
impending temporal ſtrokes. And yet while the land fo 
evidently groans under its inhabitants, very few either 
acknowledge themſelves guilty, .or turn from the evil of 
their ways, faying, what have we done ? Alſo, conſider. 
ing the horrid breach and contempt of ſacred vows un- 
to the Moſt High; the great effuſion of the ſaints blood, 
ſhed in our late perſecution under Prelacy, (which is yet 
to be found in our ſkirts,) and the. faithful teſtimony 
they therewith ſealed, remains buried under the grave- 
ſtones, both of eccleſiaſtical and civil deeds of conſtitu- 
tion, unto this day. So that we may rather admire, that 
the Lord hath not made ſuch inquifition for bluod, as to 
make our land an aceldama, than that we are yet under 
a'diſpenſation. of divine forbearance. All which is fol- 
lowed with a deep oblivion of moſt or all of the memos 
rable inſtances of the Lord's goodneſs, mercy, arid power 
manifeſted unto his church, in thefe lands; the remem- 
brance whereof bught {till to be retained, and the ſame 
acknowledged with thankfulneſs, by all the children of 

Zion, unto the lateſt ages. + FAM 2 
Wöberefore the preſbytery; amidſt their many difficul- 
ties, partly noticed in the introduction, as à court of 
the true Preſbyterian covenanted church of CHRIS in 
Scotland, conſtituted in the name of the LoR D IJESVus 
CarisT, the alone KING and HRAD of his church, ju- 
dicially to commemorate: Likeas, they did, and hereby 
do acknowledge, with the utmoſt gratitude, the great 
goodneſs and tender mercy of our God unto our church 
and land; who, in conſequence of that early new cove- 
nant grant, made by IR He vA to his Eternal Sox, to 
give him the heathen for his inheritance, and the utter- 
moſt parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion, cauſed the day- 
ſpring from on high to viſit us: Our glorious Redeemer, 
that bright and morning Star, having, by his Almighty 
power, ſhaken off the fetters of death, wherewith it was 
impoſſible that he could be held, and, as a victorious con- 
queror, leading captivity captive, aſcended into the higheſt 
heavens, and there fat down on the right hand of God, 
did very ſoon diſcover his cordial acceptance bf, and ſu- 
perlative delight in poſſeſſing his Father's extenſive grant, 
by ſtretching forth the lines of his large and great domi- 
nion unto the diſtant nations of the world, involved in 
the thickeſt darkneſs of ſtupidity and idolatry ;; and, in 
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a particular manner, did, as the glorious ſun of righte- 
ouſneſs gratiouſly illuminate this remote and barbarous 
iſle, cauting the refulgent beams of goſpel light, to-difli= :. 
pate the groſs darkneſs that covered the people, which ., - 
prevailed ſo fur, (according to very authentic. hiſtorical 
accounts, ) that about the beginning of the third century, 
thoſe of the higheſt dignity in the nation, voluntarily en- 
liked themſelves under the diſplay d banner of CyxisT, 
the Captain of ſalvation, and became nurſing fathers and 
nurſing mothers to his church, employing their power 
to root out Pagan idolatry, and bring their ſubjects un- 
der the peaceful ſcepter of the Sox of God. This plant 
of Chriſtianity having once taken root, did, under all the 
viciſſitudes of divine providence, grow up unto a ſpread- 
ing vine, which filled the land, and continued to flouriſh, 
vithout being preſſed down with the intolerable burthen 
of prelatical or popiſh ſuperſtition : The truths and in- 
ſtitutions of the goſpel being faithfully propagated and 
maintained in their native purity and fimplicity by the 
Culdees ſome hundreds of years, before ever that man 
of ſin, and ſon of perdition, by the door of Prelacy, ſtepft 
into the temple of God in Scotland. Thel early wit- 
neſſes for CHRIST, having no other ambition, but chat 
of advancing piety, and the doctrines which were ac- 
cording to godlineſs, were therefore called Culdees, that 
is, Cultores Dei, or worſhippers of God. The doctrine, 
worſhip, diſcipline, and government of the houſe of 
Gov being thus eſtabliſhed, continued for many years, 
taught and exerciſed, according 10 divine inſtitution. 
But, in proceſs of time, the church of CHRIS r in this 
land came to be aſſaulted with the corruptions of the 
ſee of Rome, by means of Palladius the Pope's miſſion- 
ary to the Britons, who made the firſt attempt to bring 
our fathers necks under the antichriſtian yoke, which 
gradually increafing by little and little, eloudoed the ſun- 
' thine of proſperity the church then enjoyed, till about 
the eleventh century, when the Rymiſh fraternity fully + 
eſtabliſhed themſelves, by uſurping a- dioceſan. ſupre- 
macy over the houſe of Gop; after which a midnight- 
darkneſs of popiſh error and idolatry overwhelmed. the 
nation, for near the ſpace of 500; years. Let, cd in 
. this very dark period, the Lon left not Himſelf - 
gether without ſome to bear witneſs for him, whoſe  :; + Þ 
ſtedfaſtneſs in defence of the truth, egen unto: death, - 4 
' - vanquiſhed the inhuman 5 cheir ſavage ne- 
EDOSEGO -- | ; mics. 
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mies. The honour of the church's exalted Head being 
ſtill engaged to maintain the right of conqueſt he had 
obtained over this remote iſle, and raiſe up his work out 
of the ruins,” under which it had lyen fo long buried; 
he, about the beginning of the 15th century, animated 
ſome valiant champions (Meſſrs. Hamilton, Wiſhart, 
and others,) with a ſpirit of truth and heroic courage, 
to cotttend/ againſt the abominations of the Babyloniſh 
whore, whoſe labours, by the bleſſing of Heaven, were 
rendered ſucceſsful, to open the eyes of ſome to ſee, and 
engage many others to enquire after, and eſpouſe the 
truth as it is in JesvUs. Theſe, not regarding the fear 
of man, rior the cruelty of -their enemies, but as good 
ſoldiers of ISS CHRIS r, enduring hardneſs, choſe, ra- 
ther than deſert their Maſter's cauſe, to offer their bodies 
to be devoured by the tormenting flames, no more mer- 
cileſs than their helliſh perſecutors; while in that fiery 
chariot, thro” the aerial regions, their ſouls afcended to 
the celeſtial country. And herein alſo did GoÞ fruſtrate 
the expectation of that monſter of iniquity, Cardinal 
Beaton, (whoſe memory let it for ever perith,) and his 
wicked ac complices, and turned their counſel into fool- 
iſhneſs, who, by the death of a few zealous contenders 
for the faith, intended the total ſuppreſſion of CHRIS T's 
truth for ever: But God having purpoſed the contrary, 
made the effuſion of their blood, the occaſion of rouſing 
many from the deep ſleep of groſs ignorance, by putting 
them to ſearch into the truth of theſe doftrines, which 
theſe martyrs ſealed with their blood; ſo that Jesvs 
CHRIST, the only true Light in the orb of the goſpel, 
began again to ſhine forth within this realm. | 
Upon this begun revival of reformation, the glory of 
the LokD went remarkably before his people, and the 
Gop of Iſrael was their rereward, uniting the hearts, and 
ſtrengthening the hands, both of noble and ignoble, to a 
| poke and active eſpouſing of his goſpel, and concerns 
of his glory, in oppoſition to the tyranny of the lordly 
biſhops, perfecuting rage, and maſked treachery of the 
two bloody Maries, the mother and daughter, who then 
ſueceſſively governed, or rather tyrannized, in Scotland. 
Their number, as well as their zealous ſpirit ſtill increaſ- 
ing; they, for the more effectual management of this 
noble enterpiſe, entered into covenants to advance that 
begun work of reformation, and to defend the ſame, and 
one another in the maintenance thereof, againſt all op- 
e 4 : | poſition 
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poſition whatſomever. Several ſuch eas gur a 
reformers. ſolemnly entered into at Edinburgh, Perth and. 
Leith, in the years 1557, 897 60 and 62. In 1560, l 


ion of the Faith, abid doctrine belie vad and profeſſed. 
ee. within the realm of Scotland, 2 
piled and civilly ratified, or allowed of, in free and open 


parliament, afterwards ſworn to in che national covenant 
annis1 580, 158 1 and 1590. At the ſame time, ſome o. 


ther acts were paſſed, in favours of reformation; one 
againſt the maſs, and abuſe of the ſacraments; another, 
aboliſhing the Pope's: juriſdiction and authority within 
this realm, &c. In the above mentioned year'>1 560, tho 
firſt book of policy and diſcipline, containing the form 
and order of preſbyterial church government, was com- 
poſed,” approven and ſubſcribed by the miniſtry, and a 
great part of the nobility... Thus, by che wiſdom and 

wer of Gop, who takes the wiſe: in their own crafti- 
neſs, by means, eſpecially, of the indefatigable labours of 
the renowned Mr Knox, (whoſe memory is ſtill ſavoury 


in the churches;) was this ſurpriſing work of reforma- 


tion advanced; until it obtained. the authority of a law; 
whereby, was not only the preſbyterian proteſtant in- 
tereſt ratified, but antichriſtian ſupremacy and; ee 
ſtition aboliſhed. 

The church, del incecdbdg in d and per- 
fection, did, with much painfulneſs and faithful dili- 
gence, labour after a more full eſtabliſhment of the houſe 
of Gor, in alll its privileges, until, by perfecting the ſe- 
cond book of diſcipline, they.compleated the exact model 
of preſbytery, which, tho! they had enjoyed national afs 
ſemblies for a conſiderable: time, yet was not brought to 
ſuch an entire eonformity to the divine pattern, nor fo 
generally acquieſced in till now, that it was unanimouſſy 
approven by the afſembly 1590, and particularly enjoin- 
ed to be ſubſcribed by all who did bear office in the 


church; and, at laſt, they prevailed to get it publicly. 


voted and approven in parliament, June 15923 and alſo 


at the ſame time, obtained by act of parliament, the ra- 


tification of all the privileges and liberties af the church; 
in her aſſemblies, ſynods, preſbyteries, Sc.. 

And here we may obſerve, that while this ech and 
nation contended for che obtaining a legal eſtabliſhment 
of the eccleſiaſtical polity, they were no leſs concerned 
10 have that other diſtin& ordinance of Gop, civil ma- 


giſtracy, unalterably ſettled, in agrecableneſs to che 1 mw : 
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of Gop's word. This appears, not only by their earneſt 
contendings againſt the abuſe of that ordinance amongſt 
them; but alſo, by the public acts of parliament, ob- 
liging Prince and people to be of one t religion, 
and wholly, incapacitating all perſons, for bearing any 
office, ſupreme or ſubordinate, who refuſed, by their 
folemn oath, to approve of, and, to the utmoſt of their 
- power, engage to defend the true religion, as contained 
in the word of Gop, and confeſſion of faith founded 

thereon, then believed, and publicly profeſſed within 
the reahn, ratified and generally fworn to in the national 
covenant, during the whole courſe of their“ lives, in all 
their civil adminiſtrations. See Aci, Parl. iſt, James 

VI. 1567. ian SIXTDOOIHEHT. $ 7 415 Ane 
Thus rhe hand of GoD was remarkably ſeen, and his 
erful arm evidently revealed, in deliwering this na- 
tion both from Pagan darkneſs, and Popiſh idolatry, 
the memory whereof ought not to be loſt, but thankful- 
ly acknowledged, to the honour of Gop's great name, 
by all fuch as favour the duſt of Zion, for her fake,” and 
long to ſec her breaches, now wide as the ſea; repaired. 
But to proceed: The church's grand foe envying her 
growing proſperity, did ſoon diſturb her peace, by in- 
ſinuating himſelf upon thoſe of ſuperior dignity, who 
were intruſted with the adminiſtration of civil affairs, 
both ſupreme and ſubordinate, blowing up into a flame 
that inbred and rooted enmity,” which they ſtill retained, 
at the ſimplicity, ſtrictneſs and ſcriptural purity of the 
reformation in. Scotland. The then ſupreme civil ruler, 
King James VI. form'd a ſcheme for ruining the church 
of Scotland, and ſtripping her of thoſe comely and beau- 
riful ornaments of reformation purity, in doctrine, wor- 
ſhip, diſcipline and government, which ſhe had now put 
on, by introducing epiſcopacy, and eſtabliſhing biſhops. 
This he did for no other reaſon, (ſays one) but becauſe 
«© he believed them to be uſeful and pliable inſtruments 
for turning a limited monarchy into abſolute domi- 
* nion, and ſubjects into ſlaves; that which; of all other 
ec things, he affected moſt ?* And for this purpoſe; (af- 
ter ſeveral ſubtle and cunningly deviſed ſteps, previouſly 
taken, with deſign to do, by degrees, what could not be 
done at once, ) he makes an open attack upon the gene- 
ral aſſembly, robbing them of their power and liberty to 
meet, judge and determine; in all eecleſiaſtical concerns, 
(Well knowing, that ſo as long as aſſemblies might con- 
. 3 GER Y* aw 


* 


- 


_ * 


veen in fretdum, he would never get the eſtate of biſhops 
eſtabliſhed in Scotland, ) and impriſoning and baniſhing 
faithful miniſters, members of the general aſſem- 


bly, who oppoſed him, teſtified and proteſted againſt his 


wickedcinvaliony and ſacrilegious robbery of the church's 
rights. and privileges. C And, having. at laſt obtained the 
ſupremacy and headſhip over the church, which waz 
granted him by an impious act of a pretended parliament, 
of his on Ramp, called by him for that purpaſe, pro- 
ceeded with his. deſign, until he had again eſtabliſhed 


Prelacy, and raed Preſbytery almoſt to the very founs 


dations, notwithſtanding all the oppaſition made to it by 


the fauhful in the land, both miniſters and people. 
Thus, after ſeveral former attempts to this effect, was 
iſcopacy again eſtabliſhed, and Prelates lording over 
Go D's heritage advanced, impoſing their .Popith: cere+ 
monies, which in that pretended aſſembly conveenetiat 


Perth, anno 1618, were enacted, and afterwards:patified 


in a ſubſtquent parlinment, in the year 1621. And as 


the father had thus violated his ſolemn profeſſions, de- 


/ 


clarations and engagements, to maintain the covenanted 
intereſt; fo likewiſe, upon the acceſſion of the ſon ta the 


throne, there was no amendment nor redrefs had: But 
he followed the fame iniquous courſe, walking in the 


way of his father, and in the ſm wherewith he made 


Iſrael to ſin. And further, obtruded upon the church, 
a ſervice book, a book of popiſh and prelatical canons, 
which, was füllowed with a violent proſecution, of the 
faithful contenders for the former laudable conſtitutions 
of tlie church, carried on by that monſtrous Eraſtian 


high commiſſion court, patched up of ſtateſmen and 


clergymen: And hereby was the church again brouꝑht 
under the yoke of antichriſtian;Prelacy, and tyrannical 
ſupremacy ; which leſe- majeſty to Zion's King was alſo 


ratified with the ſanction of civil authority. To this 


yoke; oppreſſing CHRIS T's loyal fſubjects, many of 
profeſſed ſervants ſubmitted their necks, and, Iſſachar- 
like, became ſervants to tribute for a conſiderable time. 
But when the Lonp's ſet time to favour Zion came, 
he made the long deſpiſed duſt thereof again to be more 
-pleaſant and precious than ever unto his ſervants and 


people, and the long night ſeaſon and thick clouds of 


adverſity, under which his church laboured, amidft ſome 


day ſly, and ſun- blinks of proſperity the at times enjoy- 


ed, to iſſue in the dawning of a day of cloa rer li ight, 


10N wherein 
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herein the Glorious SUN of Righteouſneſs led 


Axill of the Great: Hyſbandman, to grow up to a fruitful 


| covery of Almighty power manifeſted againſt the migh- 


the divine countenance and favour. thatboth their num» 
ber and courage daily increaſed. | The national covenant 


hand of their Gon upon them, chat in a little dme, al- 
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meridian ſplendor, with greater brightneſs, both in this 
and the neighbouring nations, than at his firſt» arifing 
therein, in a goſpel diſpenſation; whoſe benign influens 
ces cauſed the {mall grain of good ſeed, ſown by the 


plant, the tender twig to ſpread itſelf into a noble vine, 
and the little cloud; like a man's hand, to cover the 
whole hemiſphere of the viſible church of Scotland, 
which long ago, as a church and nation, had enliſted 
themſelves under the Lord Jesvs CRHRIs TH, as their 
Royal Prince; whole peaceful and righteous ſcepter be · 
ing now alſo extended to England and Ireland, they ſoon 
ſubmitted themſelves thereto, in a religious aſſociation 
and union with Scotland in covenant engagements, for 
reformation from Prelacy, as yell as Nopery, which only 
hai never hitherto yielded to, F 

|. Upon this gracious return of divine "ab — dib. 


agents for prelatical ſuperſtition, both in church and 
te, when, from the paucity of thoſe who appeared in 
favours of truth, in the year 1637, ſmall oppoſition un- 
to its enemies could be expected; yet their magnanimity 
in witneſs- bearing was ſo followed by manifeſtations of 


Was , after mature deliberation, anent both the law- 
fulneſs, expediency and ſeaſonableneſs thereof, with 
great ſolemnity renewed in March 1638, with the gene- 
ral concurrence of the miniſtry, noblemen, gentlemen 
and others, humbling themſelves: before the LorÞ' for 
their former defections and breach of covenant; though, 
at the ſame time, the court faction, and many tempo- 
riſing miniſters continued in their oppoſition, but which 
was indeed too weak to make reſiſtance unto the cauſe of 
Go p, and force of truth carried home with CEA con- 
viction upon the conſcience. 
The covenant being firſt renewed at Edioburgti, they 
provided next, that it ſhould alſo be renewed through 
the kingdom; and for this purpoſe, copies thereof were 
ſent with all convenient ſpeed to the ſeveral preſbyteries, 
together with ſuitable exhortations, and inſtructions 
renewing of the ſame in every pariſh-of their bounds.; 
-and by this means it came to paſs, through the good 


moſt 
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off every parich through Scotland; did, with much 163 = 
ken 2 and alacrity, renew the ſame, and 
publicly with uplifted hand avouch the Lox p to be their 
Gov; And as this —.— action ere whiere ac- 
companied with remarkable evidenges of divine power 
and Selens in a plentiful effuſion of a ſpirit of grace 
and fupplication; ſo the joy of the Lox p herein became 
their ſtrength, and greatly increaſed the faith and hopes 
of all the church's real friends, that as the Lox D had 
begun, ſo he would alſo make an end, and carry on his 
work to perfection, amidſt the terrible threatnings both 
of king and court; his majeſty being highly diſpleaſed *' 
that his authority was contemned, and no concurrence of 
his royal pleaſure ſought in the renovation of the cove- 
nant: But their righteouſneſs in this particular was 
brought forth as the light, when the legality of this and 
their other proceedings was afterwards atteſted to the 
king by the ableſt lawyers in the kingdom. Toy 

The zealous contenders for the church's liberties, by 
ſupplications, reaſonings, and propoſed articles, for en- 
joying what they much longed for, at laſt obtained, be- 
fore the foreſaid year 1638 expired, a lawful and free 

eneral aſſembly, (conſtitute in the name of the Loop 
3 CHRIS r, the alone King and Head of his church) 
confiſting. of able members, both miniſters and elders, 
who would not ſuffer an infringement upon their regu- 
lar manner of procedure, or right to act as unlimited 
members of a free court of CHRIST, notwithſtanding 
the conſtant attacks made upon their freedom by the 
king's commiſſioner, and proteſtations by him taken a- 
gainſt their regular procedure, which iſſued in his era- 
ſtian declaration of the king's prerogative, as ſupreme 
1 judge in all cauſes, eccleſiaſtical as well as civil, and re- 
newing all his former proteſtations in his royal maſter's 
of name; further proteſting in his own. name, and in the 
n- name of the lords of the clergy, that no act paſſed by 
| them ſhould-imply his conſent, or be accounted lawfal, 
er or of force to bind any of the ſubjects; and, then in his 
gh majeſty's name diſſolving the aſſembly, dicharging their 
rc BW proceeding any further, and ſo went off. But the aſ- 
5, ſembly judging it better to obey Go than man; and to 
or Wl incur the difpleafure of an carthly king, to be of far leſs 
's.; ¶ conſequence chan to offend the Prince of the kings of the 
od earth, entered a proteſtation againſt the lord commiſſion- 
al- er's departure without any juſt cauſe, and in behalf 2 
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che intrinfic power and liberty of che church; alſo af, 
ſighing the reaſons, why they could not diſſolve the al. 
ſembly, till ſuch time as they had gone through that 
work depending upon them. This was given in to the 
clerk by Lord Rothes, and part of it read before his 
grace left the houſe, and inſtruments taken thereupon: 
Then, after ſeveral moving and pathetic ſpeeches deliver. 
ed on that occaſion, for the encouragement of the bre- 
threa: to abide. by their duty, by the moderator, Mr. 
Alexander Henderſon, and others, miniſters and elders, 
exhorting them to ſhew themſelyes as zealous for Cyrisr 
their Lord and Maſter, in his intereſts, as he had ſhew- 
ed himſelf zealous for his maſter ;* they unanimouſiy a- 
greed, that they ſhould continue and. abide by their 
work, until they had concluded all things needful, and 
that on all hazards. And ſo they proceeded to the exa- 
mination. of that complaint againſt the biſhops, who, on 
account of their tyranny, ſuperſtition, -and teaching of 
Popiſh, Arminian, and Pelagian errors, were all laid 
under the ſenterice of depoſition ; and many of them, for 
their perſonal profaneneſs, wickedneſs and debauchery 
proven againſt them, together with their contumacy, 
bveere alſo excommunicate with the greater excommunica- 
tion, for the deſtruction of the fleſh, that the ſpirit 
might be ſaved in the * of the Lord Jesvs. They 
ve their approbation of the national covenant; and 
— with the five articles ot Perth, were found and 
declared to be abjured by it, together with the civil places 
and power of kirkmen, their fitting on the bench, 2 
juſtices of the peace, fitting in council, and voting in 
parliament, Subſcription of the confeſſion of faith, or 
covenant, was alſo enjoined, preſbyteriancchurch govern- 
ment juſtified and aer. and an act made for hold- 
ing yearly general aſſemblies; with many other acts and 
conſtitutions tending to the advancement of that begun 
reformation, and purging the church of CuRISs r of theſ 
finful innovations, crept into it, which may be ſeen mor: 
at large in the printed acts of that aflembly. The lawful 
and juſt freedom which the church now claimed and ſtood 
upon, fo highly incenſed the court, becauſe their eraſtian 
encroachments were not yielded to, that allwarlike'prepa- 
rations were ſpeedily made, far having them again reduced 
by force of arms, to their former flayery: Yet, what evil 
- ſeemed intended againſt the church by the king, with his 
_ popiſh and prelatical accomplices, was by her exalted King 
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and Head happily prevented, and they obliged, at leaſt; 
to feign ſubjection, and yield to a pacification. In Which 
it was concluded, that an aſſembly be holden at Edin- 
burgh, Auguft 6th 1639, and the parliament the 20th of 
the ſame month, that ſame year, for healing the wide 
breaches, and redrefling the grievances both of church 
and ſtate z that what was determined by the aſſembly, . - | 
might be ratified by the parliament. In this aſſembly, _ 
the covenant was ratified and ſubſcribed by the commiſ- | 
fioner, and an injunction laid upon the body of the king- 
dom for ſubſcribing the ſame, with an explication, where= 
in the five articles of Perth, govertiment of biſhops, the 
civil places and power of kirkmen, were expreſsly con- 
demned. Hereby the hopes of the Prelates again. being 
in a great meaſure loſt, and they receiving freſh aſſiſtance 
from the king, (who ſeemed to have little conſcience in . 
making laws, and found ſmall difficulty in breaking them) 
recruited themſelves the year following, and took the 
field, but with no better ſucceſs than formerly, which ob- 
liged them to yield to another pacification, wherein both 
religious and civil liberties were ratified ; and in 1641, 
theſe were further confirmed by the oaths, promiſes, laws 
and ſubſcriptions of both king and parliament, whereat 
the king was perſonally preſent; and gave the royal affent 
to all acts made for the ſecurity of the ſame; while at the 
ſame time he was concurring in the bloody tragedy ated 
upon the Proteſtants in the kingdom of Ireland. 
The gracious countenance, and abundant evidence of 
divine approbation, wherewith the LoxD vouchſafed to 
bleſs his contending, reforming and covenanting church in 
Scotland, in a plentifnl effuſion of his holy Spirit on the 
judicatories and worſhipping aſſemblies of his people, pro- 
ved a happy mean to excite and provoke their neighbours 
in England and Ireland to go and do likewiſe; For in the 

year 1643, when the beginning of a bloody war between 
the king and parliament. of, England threatned the na- 
tions with a ſeries of ; calamity and trouble; the parlia- 
ment, having convocated an afſembly of divines to fit at 
Weſtminſter, for conſulting about a reformation of reli- 
gion in that kingdom, ſent commiſſioners: conſiſting of 
members of both houſes and aſſembly, to treat witch the 
aſſembly of the church of Scotland, and con vent ion of 
eſtates about theſe things. In the month of 4uguft they 
preſented their propoſals to the convention of eſtates and 
affembly, deſiring, that e popiſh prelatical g 
tion 
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tion is ſtill purſuing their deſign of corrupting and alter. 
ing the religion through the whole iſland, the wwo na- 
tions might be ſtrictly united for their mutual defence a. 
gainſt them, and their adherents, and not to lay down 
arms till thoſe their implacable enemies were diſarmed, 
Cc. Commiſſioners were deputed from the eſtates, and 
aſſembly, to conveen with thoſe from England, in order 
to confider their propoſals: And, at the firſt conferences, 
it was agreed, that the beft and ſpeedieſt means for ac- 
compliſhing the union and afliſtance deſired, was for both 
nations to enter into a mutual league and covenant for 
reformation, and defence of religion and liberty againſt 
its enemies: Which being drawn up, and affectionately 
embraced, was unanimouſly approved by the general aſ- 
ſembly, and ſent up to England by the hands of the mi- 
niſters and elders ſent commiſſioners from the church of 
Scotland to the ſynod at Weſtminſter 3 where, (being 
opofed by the parliament to the conſideration of the 
ynod) after the interpolation of an explanatory note in 
the Tecond article, it was approven, and with public hu- 
miliation, and all other religious and anſwerable ſolem- 
niry, taken and fubſcribed by them (the ſynod), and by 
both honourable houſes of parliament, and by their au- 
thority taken and ſubſcribed by all ranks in England and 
Ireland that ſame year, ratified by act of the parliament 
of Scotland, anno 1644, and afterwards renewed in Scot- 
land, with an acknowledgement of fins, and engagement 
to duties, by all ranks in the year 1648, and by the par- 
lament 1649. | '; | | 
Thus, to the rejoicing of all true lovers of the pro- 
ſperity and beauty of the church, who longed for CHRis r, 
the ſalvation of Iſrael, his coming forth out of Zion, 
theſe three churches and nations combined and embark- 
ed together in the ſame honourable and glorious cauſe of 

. reformation, and ſolemuly bound themſelves by the oath 
of GoD, to maintain and defend the ſame againſt all its 
enemies and oppoſers whatever; thereby publicly pro- 
feſſing their ſubjection to CHRIST, and their preferring 
of pure and undefiled religion, the advancement of the 
Intereſt, kingdom and glory of IESsus Cxr1sT, to their 
neareſt and deareſt intereſts in this world: And the LoxpD 
was with us while we were with him, and ſtedfaſt in his 
| covenant ;, but when we forſook him, and broke his 
| covenant, he alſo forſook us, and delivered his ſtrength 
| into captivity, and his glory into the enemies hand. 


In 
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in the next place, the aſſembly at Weſtminſter, wich 
the afliftance of commiſſioners from the general aſſembly 
of the church of Scotland, proceeded to conclude on 
what was'needful for furthering and compleating this in- 
tended and covenanted uniformity in religion, that the 
LokD might be one, and his name one in the three lands: 
And for this purpoſe, a confeſſion of faith was compo- 
ſed, and agreed upon by that venerable aſſembly, together 
with catechiſms larger and ſhorter, propoſitions concern: 
ing church goverament, ordination of miniſters, and di- 
rectory for worſhip z all which were received and ap- 
proved by the general aſſembly, and convention of eſtates 
in Scotland. in. Ei 

The Lonkp thus proſpering his work in the hands of 
his ſervants employed in eccleſiaſtic affairs; he gave no 
leſs countenance unto the parliament of England, with 
the aſſiſtance they received from Scotland, in defeating 
all the wicked attempts of the popiſh, prelatical and ma- 
lignant party in England, overthrowing their tyranny, 
and reducing the ſupporters thereof. A like victory was 
at length obtained over Montroſe in Scotland, who com- 
manded the royalifts, or malignant party there, and had 
for ſome time carried all before him. And fo the King 
being worſted at all hands, and deſpairing of overtaking 
his deſigns, his army having been almoſt all cut to pieces, 
and himſelf obliged to fly, he reſigned himſelf. over to 
the Scots army at Newark, in'the year 1646, and march- 
ed along with them to Newcaſtle 3 and they, upon the 
frequent ſolicitations of the Engliſh parliament, and their 
engaging for the King's honourable treatment, delivered 
him over to them. Afterwards, he falling into the 
hands of Cromwell and the Engliſh army, a number in 
this nation violated the oath of Gob, which they had 
lately come under, by engaging in an unlawful war with 
England, commonly called the Duke's engagement, in. 
order to reſcue the king from .his captivity, (notwith- 
ſtanding that he ſtill perſiſted in his oppoſition to the juſt 
claims both of the church and nation, and after all thar 
was come upon him, could not be reconciled to the co- 
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venants and work of reformation z) where they were, in 


July 1648, totally routed by Oliver Cromwell; and Duke 
Hamilton, their general, being made prifoner, was in- 
carcerated; and afterwards beheaded This engagement 


was remonſtrated againft; and judicially condemned by 


the General Aſſembly of the church of Scotland; * 
Fe | | 1 
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the finfulneſs of it was publicly acknowledged as a'breach 
of the covenant-union between the two nations, by al: 
ranks in Scotland, that ſame year, at the renovation of 
the Solemn League and Covenant therein. At laſt the 
King being ſeized upon by Cromwell and his ſectarian 
army, was, notwithſtanding all the remonſtrances both 
of church and ſtate, removed by a violent death. Up- 
on which the parliament of Scotland, on the 5th of be. 
bruary 1649, cauſed proclaim his ſon Charles II. King 
of. Great Britain, France, and Ireland, (which title he 
had aſſumed himſelf at the Hague, as ſoon as the report 
of his father's death came to his ears,) promiſing their 
fidelity and defence of his perſon, and authority, accord- 
ing to the national covenant, and the ſolemn league and 
covenant :, And at the ſame time declaring, that before 
he be admitted to the exerciſe of the royal power, he 
ſhall give ſecurity for the preſervation and niaintenance 
of the true reformed religion, and unity of the king- 
doms, now eſtabliſhed, by laws both civil and eccleſiaſtic, 
according to the covenants :. The which ſecurity for re- 
ligion and liberty, at the firſt propoſed treaty at the 
Hague, he deferred to grant, and afterwards poſtponed 
the ſigning of the treaty at Breda, when eyery thing was 
agreed-upon, from the great hopes he entertained of ac- 
compliſhing his deſign, without -acquieſcing with their 
demand, from Montroſe's expedition, whom he had ſent 
into Scotland with an army, in order ta prepare his way 
into that kingdom, by devaſtation with fire and ſword: 
But this intrigue not ſucceeding, he found himſelf ob- 
liged to comply with all their propoſals, and ſigned the 
treaty: This treaty the king did in effect break, before he 
left Breda, by communicating after the epiſcopal man- 
ner, contrary ta the expreſs warning and remonſtrance 
of the commiſhoners from the church of Scotland, Who 
went to him, and ſhewed him his ſin in ſo doing, and 
how inconſiſtent it was with his own conceſſions in the 
preſent treaty; and an evidence that he had no intention 
to perform what he had agreed to, but diſſemhled with 
Gon and man; and he, on the other hand, put them 
off with ſham excuſes and profeſſions; and ſo, from 
their too much credulity to his fraudulent profeſſions 
and promiſes all along, they brought him oyer to Scot- 
land, and before his landing in this kingdom, he takes 
the covenant at Spey, on the 23d June 1649, by his oath 
- ſubjoined in allowance and appropation of the.covenants 
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paioual, and ſolemn league, obliging himſelf faithfully | 
to proſecute the ends thereof in, his ſtation and calling; 
and for himſelf and ſucceſſors, he ſhall agree to all acta 
of parliament enjoining the ſame, and eſtabliſhing preſ- 
byterial church Puten, the directory for worſhip, 
confeflion of faith, and catechiſms, in the kingdom of 
Scotland, een M7-tRF General Aſſemblies of this 
kirk, and parliament of this kingdom. And for their 
further ſatisfaction, according to the act of the Weſt 
Kirk, Edinburgh, Auguſt: 1 th, 1650, approven ſame 
day by, the committee of. eſtates, he emitted a'declara- 
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tion at Dunfermline, by profeſſion, fully and heartily 
acquieſcing with. all their 1 all which afterwards 
ſerved for nothing but as à laſting monument of his 
horrid: perjury, wicked diffimulation, and mockery of 
Gop and. man. And eyen then, when this declaration 
was: publiſhed, he had form'd a deſign for bringing in 
the enemies of the covenant, and work of reformation, 
both into the army and judicatories, and for dividing the 
Preſbyterians among themſelves. And this he effectually 
managed for both foreſaid ends, by the public reſolu- 
tions, on 14th of December that ſame year 1650. This 
woful and prime ſtep of defection, ſa contrary to the 
word, and injurious to the york of Gop, was faithfully 
teſtified againſt by many, both miniſters, and whole pre- 
byteries, who were ſenſible of the preſent ſinfulneſs and 
evil of it, and foreſaw the bitter and diſmal conſequences 
that followed upon it, ee Fo ng hs ah oo 

In the mean time, notwithſtanding this, and other 
ſhrewd eyidences the king gave of his Jouble dealing and 
hypocriſy, he was crowned at Scoon, on the firſt of 
Fanuary 1651, and had the covenants national and ſo- 
lemn league again adminiſtred unto him, by the reverend 
Mr. Douglas, after a ſermon from 2 Kings xi. 12, 17.. 
which he, in a moſt ſolemn manner renewed, before the 
three eſtates of parliament, the commiſſioners of the 
General A ſſembly, and a numerous congregation, in the 
words of his former oath at Spey; with the coronation - 
oath, as contained in the 8th 4, Parl. iſt, James VI. 
to all which he engaged before his coronation z;and on 
theſe terms, and no other, were the oaths 'of fidelity to 
him, as the lawful ſupreme magiſtrate, taken, at his re- 
ceipt of the royal authority, And conſequently, theſe 
covenant engagements became fundamental conſtitutions, 
Pons in church and fear $05; dee Ot YR. 
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office · bearing in either, and formal ground of che peo- 
ple's fubſection. Then was the chureh's appearance 


% Beautiful ds Tirzah, comely as Jeruſalem, and terri- 


«© ble as an army with banners.“ 
From what is noticed above, the preſbytery cannot 
but declare their hearty approbation of the zeal, cou- 


rage, and faithfulneſs of gur honoured anceſtors, in 
. their valiant contendings for the valuable liberties and 


privileges of the ſpiritual kingdom of the Mess ran, un- 
til they got the ſame eſtabliſhed, and the nations brought 
under the moſt ſolemn, ſacred and inviolable engage- 
ments, to maintain every branch of this glorious refor- 
mation; a reformation, not only from tit more groſs 
errors, and idolatries of Popery, but from the more re- 
fined ſyperſtitipn of Prelacy, and all that Antichriſtian 
and Eraſtian ſupremacy, that in former times had been 


| Exerciſed on the heritage of the LoxD ; a reformation 
of both the divine ordinances of miniſtry and magiſtracy, 


from all the abuſes and corruptions thereof, by the in- 


- ventions of men, joined with the above mentioned eſta- 


bliſhment of them, in ſome meaſure of agreeableneſs 


unto their ſcriptural inſtitution. 


Likeas, the preſbytery did, and no do declare 
their approbation of i and adherence unto forefaid refor- 
mation, in all the different parts and branches thereof, 
attained from 1638 to 1650 incluſive, and ſworn to in 
the national and folemn league and covenant, not exclu- 
ſive of ſuch parts of reformation as were attained unto 
prior to this, but as a further advance on this founda- 


tion, and as being much more pure and agreeable to the 
Infallible ſtandard of ſcripture, than any formerly arrived 
at in theſe nations. Ht Breach 


The daughter of Zion, thus going forth in the per- 
fection of her beauty, when all ranks and degrees volun- 
tarily ſubjected themſelves unto the Royal Scepter of the 
Sox of Gop, was moſt comely in the eyes of her Be- 
loved: But oh! how is the gold become dim, and the moſt 
fine gold changed; the ſtones of the ſanctuary are pour- 


ed out on the top of every ſtreet, ſo that the houſe that 
was called of all people the houſe of prayer, is no be- 


come a den of thieves, being no Jeſs infamouſly deſpict- 


mation highly admired. _ This, ar firſt, with the 
public refolucions of the commiſſion of the General Al. 


ble for deformation, than formerly for pot y of refor- 
wh 


fetably 1650,” above noticed, for taking into places o 


; Powe! 
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wer and truſt, in judicatories and armies, ſuch, perſons. 
— known malignants, and in heart diſaffe ted to 
the work, and people of God, putting it in their power 
to deſtroy and pull down the Lon D's wor K at their plea- 
ſure; a practice manifeſtly. inconſiſtent with their cove- 
nant engagements, and the word of Gop, Deut. Xxili. 9. 
2 Chron. x. 2. Thoſe that, were then called proteſtors, 
(from heir oppoſing and proteſting againſt rheſe reſolu- 
tions, ) continued ſtedfaſtly to witneſs againſt the fame, 
as the firſt remarkable ſtep, to make way for that bloody 
cataſtrophe, that afterwards befel the church. 5 
Lord, then, in his rightequs diſpleaſure aſe e 


with the nation, for betraying, of bis cauſe and intereſt / 
into the hands of his enemies, fold them into the hand 
of that conquering uſurper, Oliver Cromwell, w 
having ſtript them of their civil Iiberties, as; the mo 
effectual method to rob the church of her ſpiritual pri- 
vileges, and nullify the forcible obligation 1 the ſacred 
covenants, (which, when preſerved, ſerve as aſtrong bare 
rier againſt all ſuch uſurpations,) framed. a holltth an: 
almoſt; uÞbounded- toleration in Scotland, of heretica 
and ſectarian errors, for gratification of, the. abettors 
chereof, which was followed with a deluge of irreligion 
and impiety, drowning the nation in l deeper apo- 
ſta x. : TS 


In this hour of temptation, the witneſſes for CHRIST 
endeayouring to keep the word of his patience, teſtified 
againſt theſe evils, as contrary. to the word and path of 
Gop, and deſtructive of the - church's. former glory. 
And Charles II. who had lately, by all the confirmations 
of word, writ, and ſolemn oath, obliged himſelf. for 
the maintenance and defence of religion and liderty, hav- 
ing caſt off the thing that was good, the enemy did pur- 
ſue him ſo, that he, inftead ab being able to ſtand as an 
hend of defence to the nations, narrowly eſcaped with 
life from the enemies hands, being obliged to abſcong 
and fly before the ſectaries into France; where, and in 
other parts, he remained an exile for the ſpace of ten 
years, and there diſcoyered, he had no regard to the 
Pere he had lately profeſſed and ſworn to maintain: 

ut breaking his Profe x | | 
at that juncture, to haye joined hands with the-Romith 
whore, laying. aGde his cloak of profeſſed godlineſs, and 
again taking up with the myſtery of iniquity... 

During the ten years ufurpation of Cromwell, moe, 


ed wedlock with CRI T, is ſaid, UT 
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who endeavoured faithfulneſs, had a fight of affhctioh 0 
Keep their ground; yet, after this came to à period, they 
had a far more fierce encounter, and of longer duration, 
to engage in, in the cruel and bloody tragedy acted upon 

them, for the ſpace of 28 years. 
As, by the public reſolutions, and foreſaid unbounded 
toleration, the bounds fixed by IE HOVAH, and homolo- 
gate and ſworn to, in our national attainments and con- 
ſtitution, were greatly altered; ſo the parliament of 
England prepared the tools, whereby the carved work of 
the ſanctuary (as far as human craft ee could 
invent, ) was broken down, it reſtoring Charles II. with- 
out any conditions required, or expreſs limitations ſet, 
And Sharp being ſent from the church of Scotland, to 
ſtand up for her rights and privileges, fradulently ſold 
her into the hands of her enemies; upon which, many 
of the profeſſed diſciples of Cyr isT, who followed him 
in the Nin fla of roſperity and reformation, forſook 
him, and fled into the enemies camp. Thus our decline 
began; but, oh! to what a dreadful height, eraſtianiſin 
tyranny, and blood-ſhed arrived; before the Lok p, in 

his providence, put a ſtop to itt. 

Although the preſbytery cannot be ſuppoſed, in à con- 
Iſtency with their prefent defign, to reckon up all, yet 
would endeavour to take notice of ſome of the moſt re- 
markable inſtances of backfliding, treachery and oppreſ- 
ſion, bloodſhed, &c. acted in theſe nations diifftjg tlie 
late perſecuting period, together with the faithful! con- 
endings, and patient ſufferings unto death of the ſainis 
and ſervants of CHRIS r, in this hot furnace of afffiction 
into which they were caſt. As, 1f, The unhappy reſto- 
ration of Charles II. in manner before mentioned com- 
mencing: The faithful declarations and teſtimonies given 
in fayours of the covenanted reformation and uniformi- 
ty, were all on a ſudden given up with; the viper receiv- 
ed into our boſom, and again advanced unto the regal 
ö 1 dignity, who ſoon diſcobered himſelf to be of the ſerpen- 
| tine ſeed, and by his wicked agency.imped the dragon his 
8 maſter, by caſting out of his mouth a flood of perſecution 
i: after the church, that he might cauſe her to be deſtroyed 
| ' therewith. To this effect the antichriſtian yoke of ab- 
| 1,Jured Prelacy, with all irs tyrannical laws, and canonical 
train of obſervances, ſervice book, ceremonies, &. was 
ſpeedily wreathed about England's neck, and Scotland 
don felt part of its weight: For, in the month of 7 * 
8 bh | 1600, 
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1660; when ſonie:of her moſt zealous and faithful mini- 
ſters met upon this emergency, in order to ſend an ad. 


ion, dreſs to the King; reminding him of His duty, and folema © 


pon obligations to perform the ſame 3 the committee) ap- 
pointed by the parliament, ;armo:r651, for enerciſe of 
ded government, until another parliament ſhould”: meer, 
olo- who then ſhewed themſelves zealous for the reformation, 
on- yet now acted a counter · part, by incarcerating the fore- 
of ſaid miniſters, and emitting a proclamation, prohibitin 
K of all ſuch meetings without the king's authority, and all 
Mald -petitions and remonſtrances, under pretence that th 
ith- were ſeditious. This was the firſt beginning of thoſe 
ſet, ſorrows and ealamities, that enſued: in 5 many ſangui- 
j to .nary laws [afterwards made and executed upon the true 
ſold friends of Zion. SHOW. een e enn 
any +1 24'y, When the miniſtry, | by means of the foreſaid 
him prohibitions, were much diſpirited from their duty, 
dok dreading ſuch uſage as they had lately met with: The 
line parliament which: met in Scotland in December 1661, falls 
ſin upon breaking down the carved work. of the ſanftuary 
, in effectually, and robbing our church of that depoſirum 
committed unto her by her glorious Head. Thus did they 
on- wickedly combine and gather themſelves together to plot 
yet againſt the Lok p, and againſt his Anointed, that they 
re- might break his bands, and caſt his cords, from them. 
reſ. For which intent, after beſmearing the conſciences of 
the moſt of the memhers with the guilt: of that abominable 
on- and wicked oath of allegiance and ſupremacy, that they 
inis might be ſecured to the court and king's intereſt, and 
Non ready to ſwallow down whatever might be afterwards 
ſto - propoſed, they paſſed an act reſciſſory, declaring all the 
am- parliaments, and acts of parliament made in favour of 
ven reformation, from the year 1640, to 1651, null and 
ry void. The king's ſupremacy over all perſons, and in all 
oiy- cauſes, is aſſerted. All meetings, aſſemblies, leagues and 
egal covenants without the king's authority, are declared un- 
cn. WI [lawful and unwarrantable. The renewing of the ſolema 
his league and covenant, or any other covenants or public 
tion oaths, without the king's ſpecial warrant and approba- 
yed I tion, is diſcharged. Beſide theſe, another heinous act 
ab- was framed by the ſame parliament, for obſerving every 


ical -29th of May, as an anniverſary thankſgiving, in com- 
was memoration of the unhappy reſtoration of this ruiner of 
und religion and reformation. Ye 
out WM 34%, In che ſecond ſeffion of che pretended parlia- 
ov 92 D | 35 ment, 


* WM, I MEA 
Hen, amm 662, dioceſan! eraftian Prelacy is eſtabliſm - 
ed, anduke king ſolemnſy inveſted wWithothe churehls 
headihip; by: act of parliadent ; wherein im is blaſphe- 
mouſiy declared, That the ordering aud diſpoſal of 
the external government and policy of: the church, 
% t properly belong unto his majeſty as an inherent 
right of the erowng by virtue of his royal prerogative 
and ſupremaey in all cauſes eccleſiaſticab“ All ſuch 
Acts of parliament or count il are refcindedg which might 
be interpreted (as their acta: bears) tor give any church 
power, juriſciction, or government, to the bffice«bearers 
bo the church; other than that which acknowledgeth-a 
dependence upon, and ſubordination: to the ſoverrign 
power of the king as ſupreme. And although the lord- 
ly Prelates were hereby promoted to all the privileges 
and dignities they poſſeſſed before ther 16g8, yet 
mult they be all accountable to the king, in all their ad- 
miniſttations, and in ſubordination to him, as univerſal 
biſhop of all England, | Scotland and Ireland. By Which 
the fountain of church power and authority is lollged in 
the king's perſon, and CHnis r is exauctor ate and de- 
throned as King and Head in Zion. And further, by 
the ſecond act of that perfidious parliament, the cove- 
nanted reformation, and all that was done in favours 
thereof, from 1638 to 1650, was declared treaſonable, 
and rebellious. Alike treaſonable it was reckoned for 
ſubjects, on pretence of reformation, or any other pre- 
tence whatſomever, to enter into any federal aſſociation, 
or take up arms againſt the king. They alſo declared, 
that che national eovenant as ſworn in the year 1638, 
and the ſolemn league and covenant, wert, and are in 
themſelves unlawful oaths, and that they were impoſed 
upon, and taken by the ſubjects of this kingdom, contrary 
tothe fundamental laws ard liberties thereof. And to 
complete all, they repealed all acts, eccleſiaſtical and 
civil; approving the covenants; particularly the acts of 
the venerable afſembly at Glaſgow 1038, declaring it an 
umnlawful and ſeditious meeting: Aud thereafter, by a 
vieked act of the council of Glaſgou more than three 
hynadred miniſters were illegally thruſt from their charges, 
for their non- conformity, in diſeountenancing a dioceſan 
meeting, or ſynod, appointed by the archbiſhop of Glaſ- 
gow, and not obſerving the anniverſary: thankſgiving, 
lay 29th, enjoined by the patliament: The reſt were 
violently ejected from the 3 exerciſe of their miniſtry 
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in their ſeverabpariſhes, and were/afrerwards chmmanded: 
by act of pirtikment'10 remove themſclves nad thélr fa- 
milies twenty miles diſtant from cheir reſpective flocks, 
and not to reſide within fix miles of any of their (ſo calle 
ed) cathedrals, or three miles of a burgh: By theſe means, 
milies; were brought into great hardſhips and wars be- 
ing lo far removed from their beloved and affectionate 
flocks; ahatrheyowere deprived of ihat help fram them, 
that doubtleſs they would chearfully have miniſtred; for 
relieving them in their neceſſities and ſtraits. All this 
was done at the inſtigation of the Prelates, who could 
not endure io hate a godly Preſbyteriar miniſter: near 
them, and were reſolved to make them us miſerable aa 
poſſible. 3d T#" 147 iI An Fi 553% DUET Man 

As the obſervation of that antiivei ſary holy day; May 
ꝛ9th, was again enjoined by this parlament 1662, with 
certification, the non- obſervante cot awhich wusone main 
cauſe of theſufftrings of the tinnniſters above noticed we 
cannot Pafs 6ver withour mentibnimg that moſt abhonred 
and heaven=daring ignominy and Marg 1 upon our 
ſolemn'tand-ſacred* covenants, and! upon Gone great 
Party in them, àt Littlichgow' oh that day, bycactheatri-- 
cal expoſing; and preſumptuous committing them to che 
flames together with The cauſes f GOD wiarky' Lex: 
Rex, acts of parliament, acts of committees of pſtates, 
and acts of aſſemblies made, during what they talled ite 
twenty two years rebellion, tHlat is, from 1638, to 1660. 
done by the kuthority of the pretended magiſtrates there 
one of which, and the miniſter, Ramſay, were fom He, 
zealous and active covenanters, and tonſequently:now | 
publicly avbwed and proclaimed their perjury in the 
face of the ſun, and left an iudelible ſtain upon theit 

| | | roc Sat Hang oc tied bagef dan 


memory * Dre. | | ; , | ; | 
Hitherto although many, both miniſters, germlemen, 


and others, Had endured unexprefible hardſhips and 


ſeverities, yet fer or none ſuffered to the death, fave 
that noble peer, the Marquis of Argyle; who vs con. 
demned by the parliament 1601 and beheaded May 27th; 
and the reverend Mr. James Guthrie, who ſuffered: five' 
days thereafter. | Theſe two were ſingled out, the ohe In 
the ſtate; ihe other in the ehürch, to fall a victim tbahe 
reſet ment and fury of the enemies of that covenanted 
work of reformation, which they had both in àn em- 
nent manner been honoured of Go to ſuppori ahd ad- 
Lore Eee of chat vances 
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varſce ; and alſo as a ſpecimen of what was;afterwards 
to be the fate of all that ſhould adhere to the ſame glori. 
ous cauſe, and ſtand up for God againſt theſe workers 
of iniquity And as the foundation of that antichriſtian 
and wicked hierarchy in the church, and of arbitrary 
power, and abſolute tyranny in the ſtate, was laid in the 
blood of theſe two proto- martyrs for the covenant and 
cauſe of Gop; ſo they now July 1663) proceeded to 
build it up with the blood of another noble and worthy 
patriot, the eminently religious and learned Lord Marri. 
fon. He having before, in 1660, when Argyle was ap- 
prehended, been ordered, together with ſeveral others, 
to be ſecured and committed to priſon, fled beyond ſea, 
to eſcape the fury of his enemies. and even chere did their 
crafty malice reach him; for having ſent out one of their 
blood- thirſty emiſſaries in queſt of him, he was appre- 
hended by him at Roan in France. brought over to Lon- 
don, and ſent thence to Edinburgh. where he was eze- 
cuted on a former unjuſt ſentence of forfeiture, and 
death, paſt upon him in his abſence. Thus they built up 
Zion with blood, and Jeruſalem with iniquity: But all 
this was nothing to the: cruelty that followed, and the 
righteous blood afterwards ſhed in that quarrel. 
athly, Although the faithfubſervants of CHRIS TH gave 
too filent ſubmiſſion for a time to theſe encroachments 
made upon their ſacred functions; yet, as they received 
not their miſſion from men, ſo they reſolved; not to be- 
come the ſervants of men, but to hazard the loſs of e- 
very thing that was dear to them in this world, that they 
might ſhew themſelves faithful unto their Lord and Ma- 
ſter, and valiant for bis truth upon the earth, in going 
forth without the camp, bearing his reproach. When 
they could no longer with a ſafe conſcience enjoy their 
benefices and churches, and the Lord ſo expreſly called 
for their ſervice, in feeding the ſtarving ſouls of his peo- 
ple, they betogk themſelves to the open fields, ſetting 
their faces to all the ſtorms to which they were expoſed 
by that high commiſſion court that was erected; wherein 
the biſhops were chief agents, being made therein neceſ- 
ſary members for putting the former, with what ſubſe- 
vent wicked laws were made againſt the ſervants of 
Ennis r, in execution. And by this. time that decei- 
ving, cruel, perjured apoſtate biſhap Sharp, had ob- 
tained the preſidency in this, 'and all other public courts 
in the kingdom. The: proceedings of this court were. 
* 220 WC: 3 1 . *% —* „ very 
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very unjuſt, cruel and arbitrary, ſimiliar to W 
ons and illegal conſtitution: Perſons were without any 
accuſation," information, . or accuſer, arraigned 
before them, to anſwer, /uper inquirendis to whatever in- 
terrogatories they were pleaſed to ꝓropoſe, without li- 
cence to make any lawful defence, or upon their offer- 
ing ſo to do, were required to take the oath of ſuprema- 
cy, their refuſal-of which, was accounted cauſe ſufficient. 
for proceeding againſt. them. And altho' taking order 
with Papiſts was firſt in their commiſſion, yet laſt, or 
rather not at all, in execution; while their infernal rage 
was eins pi ſet on Preſbyterians, in fining, confining. 
and impriſoning them, for the nan-conformity of mini- 
ſters, and'theiy/diſregarding their pretended ſentences of 
depoſition, and the people's refuſing to countenance. the 
authority and miniſtry of theſe. prelatic wolves, who, 
came in to ſcatter and tear the” flock of CHRIST, but 
endeavouring to cleave to their lawful paſtors, have 
equal friends and focs with them, and hear Ennert“ 
law of kindneſs from their mouth. The idol of jealouſy. 
was thus ſet up in the houſe,of Gon, and our Lord Jz- 
sus CRS facrilegiouſſy robhed of his incommunicas. 
ble ſupremacy and headſhip over his church by the ſtates" 
whereby. the Pope's, ſupremacy was well nigh: claimed, 
and Spaniſh inquiſmion cruelty almoſt acted by this, abo- 
minable court: And all, at the.inftigation, _ for'thg 
gratification of theſe monſtery of iniquity, the, Prelates, 
who ſtill agitated. the court to exerciſe more wee. 
than even of themſelves they were inclinable to. Ne 
5th, Upon the decline of this rigorous court, new | 


meaſures were again fallen upon, for the oppreſſion, 85 


ſuppreſſion, and extirpation of the true reformed reli- 
gion, and the profeſſors of it. The council being very 
diligent and careful to deprive the LorD's people of 
every thing, which might contribute.to their. eſtabliſh». 
ment and confirmation in the righteouſneſs and equity of 

the cauſe and covenant of God, for Which racy ſuffered, 
and which tended to expoſe their tyranny and treaſon a- 
gainſt Gop, ordered the famous Mr. Brown's Apolageti- 
cal Relation to be burnt in the high ſtreet of Landusgb, 
on February 14th, 1666, by the hand of the common 
hangman; and all perſons who had copies of ſaid; book, 
were required to deliver them up, and ſuch as concealed. 
them, to be fined of 2000 J. Scots, if diſcovered. Such 


Vas POOR FORD enmity and ſpite n our covenanted 
refor mation, | 
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reformutlon, and every thing writ in defence thereof, 
and in vindication of thoſe that fuffered for their ad. 
herence to it. About the ſame time, Sharp, for the 
more effectual aceompliſhment of his wicked deſigns, 

[the high commiſſion being now diſſolvedꝗ and his guilty 
conſcience, it ſeems, ſuggeſting fears of an inſurrection 

ot the oppreſſed, to relieve? themſelets from their erael 
oppreſſbrs, obtaing an order from the king for raifing 

am additional number of forces for the ſecurity and' eſta. 
bliſhment of. himſelf and his aſſociates in their throties 

of iniquity, by deſtroying all che faithful in the land, 

: opprefling and wearing out the faints'of the Moſt High, 
and burning up and Uifperfing all the ſynagogues of Gop 
in the nation. In conſequence” of this; about 3000 foot, 
and eight troops of 'dragoons were got together, and the 
command of them given to Dalziel of Binn, à wicked, 
fete, cruel man. Theſe were the inſtruments of that 
unprecedented. barbarity, cruelty and oppreſſion com- 
mitted/iti the Weſt; after the defeat of Cloe Wallace, 
and his little army of covenauters at Pentland-hills, 
NModember 38th, 1666: The occaſion and eauſe of Which 
riſing, was in ſhort this: Sir James Turner had been 
ſent the year before; into the 8South-weſt ſhires' of Dum- 
frieß and Kirkcubright, in order to- ſuppreſs conventi- 
cles, (ſo they ealled the aſſemblies of Gop's people for 
publie wWorſhip, and other religious Exerciſes;) levy the 
fines appointed by the par iament, and öblige the people 
to conform and bannt to the biſhops and cufates by 
force of arms. Turner; in purfuance of theſe eruel or- 
ders committed great ſeverities, dreadfully oppreſſed, 
robbed and ſpoiled the country. In the pariſh of Dalry 
in Galloway, three or four of his blackguard crew, 
ſieeiring upon à poor country man, carried him to his 
on houſe, and were going to torture him in 4 (cruel 
munner, by ſetting him naked on à fed hot grid- iron; 
which four of the perſecuted party hearing of, they re- 
paired to the houſe, diſfarmed the ſoldiers, (upon their 
refufing to be intreatedl in behalf 6f tte poor man,) and 
delivered heir fellow ſufferer: And leſt the Teſt of the 
ſoldiers quurtered in the pariſn (to forte people to Keep 
their pariſh church, ) ſhould fall upoh them, being joih- 

ed with ſeven or eight more of their friends, they attack - 
ed them early next morning, being about twelve in num- 
— and diſarmed them, killing one that made reſiſtance. 
hereupon the country being alarmed, and being ap- 
101 | | prehenſive, 
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„ krom fad experieners/:of: che gevengg Sir 
exwouldrake-upap the whole country fon this HN 
—— diſtinction df age ior, {et ; they dee 

aw 


ſtand in their awn-Gefende:; And- getting togeilſer a 
number df horſe and foot, they march to 


ſurpriſe Turner himſelf, take 7 — tene 


his ſoldiers, /wichout any futtber violence Being chus 
by. providence: engaged, without: ang hope of retreats 


aud being joined i hy many more; of their brethren, in the 


lame condition with themſelves;-: fome; miniſters, and 
Colonel Wallace, lafterwards choſen General,) they 
tome to Lanerk, where they reney the covenarit, Na- 


veniber 26th, 1666, and thence to Pentland- hills, where, 


being attacked! by Dalziel and bis blood-hounds, they 
were; notwithſtanding their bravery in repulſing che 


enemy twice, at laſt totally routed, many killed and 


taken prifoners, moſt of the ꝓriſoners treacherauſſꝶ exc» 


cuted, (notwithſtanding they were taken upon ſolemn + 
ſoa red,) of whom the Lon 


promiſe to have their lives 
was pracioufly pleaſed, not only to accept bf a teſtimony, 
by fufferings, hut alſa countenanced them, even to ad- 
miration, in ſealing the ſame with cheir blood After 


this} there were ſevere edicts iſſued our againſt. all bio 


had any hand in this appearance for Gos esuſe and 
covenant, (called by them rebellion, a horrible-conſpi- 


racy, and what not.) all the ſubjects ere qtrietiy change 


not to harbour, reſct, ſupply, or any: manner of 
correſpond with any that were concerned in this engage 


ment, but that they purſue and deliver them [mp\t6+Jnſ- 


puniſhed as fagouters 
of it. This appearance for. religion and liberty, became, 


tice, or other wiſe be eſteemed and 


for a time, the principal crime of which thoſe webe i 
dicted who were proſecuted by this wicked couheil, and 
other mercileſs enemies, to whom. Wer dae the 
management of their affairs. 

6th, Although tlie eruelty of the conkt Fad bitherts 
been very great; yet they had not wholly effeQuated 
their wicked deſign of exterminating and deſtroying: true 
religion, and the profeſſors thereof, both miniſters and 
people; but, like Iſrael under Pharacoh's voce, thembre 


» 
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they oppreſſed ihem, and ſuppreſſed their mestinga, the 8 


more numerous: and frequent they grew, ſo that heir 
enemĩes wre obliged to alter their courſe a little from 
eruelty into exraft.· This appeared in the firſt; indul - 
gence, granted a 1666, 9 to divide Preſhiy- 


My terians 
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Teriaus among themſelves, that they: might the mort 
eafily. deſtroy them. Hereby, a pretended liberty was 
given to ſeveral miniſters, ejected by the act of Glaſgow 
1602, (eſpecially public reſolutioners, who had formerly 
ſerved the court intereſt in that matter,) under certain 
reſtrictions, deſtructive of their miniſterial freedom and 
faithfultieſs, to preach; and exerciſe the other functions 
of the miniſtry in vacant churches. In this fradulent 
ſnare many were taken ; and even ſuch of them as did 
accept of the indulgence, but did: not keep by the in- 

il ©  fiructions/given them by the council, and obſerve the 
. wicked anniverſary, &c. were afterwards proſecuted, 
. fined and ſome turned out: And thoſe who refuſed 
1 compliance there with, and- teſtified againſt it, as flowing 
_ from that blaſphemous ſupremacy and abſolute power 
which the king had aſſumed, were moſt ſeverely handled, 

: And their aſſemblies for public worſhip:interdicted under 
the higheſt pains. A ſecond indulgence: was framed. in 

the year't672,/in which net they expected to incloſe ſuch 

as the firſt had not caught. By this, liberty was granted 

to a number of non- conform miniſters, named by the 

council, not yet indulged, to exerciſe their miniſtry in 

ſuch places as the council thought fit to ordain and ap- 

point them, conforming themſelves to the rules given by 

the council to thoſe that were formerly indulged, beſides 

other reſtrictions, wherewith this new liberty was clog- 

ged. And, as one ſpecial deſign of the court, in grant- 

ing both the firſt and this ſecond indulgence, was to put 

an effectual ſtop to the meetings of the Lon D's. people, 
Judicrouſly called by them, field conventicles; ſo they 

too vecafion, on account of their contempt of this their 

- "indulgence and liberty, to proſecute all ſuch as kept, or 
attended on theſe meetings, in a more- mercileſs. and 

furious manner. This indulgence was accepted by many 

miniſters; and part thereof by others ' repreſented as 4 

grievance, and redreſs required. But altho' nothing of 

this kind was obtained, yet it was fallen in with, and ac- 

cepted by moſt of thoſe who ſubſcribed the remonſtrance 
againſt it: And thoſe few who rejected it, and continu- 
aid faithfully to diſcharge their official truſt in the open 

| fields, without coming under any of theſe ſinful reſtric- 
i - - tions, became, more eſpecially, the butt of their enemies 
malice and tyranny, were more vigorouſly proſecuted; 
and ſuch as were ſuſpected, or convicted of attending on 
Weir field meetings, were fined. in an exorbitant manner 5 
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eye · ſore of the Prblates, ſtill | increaſed, they prevailed - 


mittet for that effect, and ordered: their; chancellor o 


wises, or any of their children, cottars or ſervants, 
ſhould keep or be preſent at any conventieles either in 
houſes or fields ; that every tenant: labouring land, be 


of his year's fee 3 and huſbands the half of theſe . 


for each of the {aid perſons who ſhall he at any field con- 


were to be put ta the horn, and their eſcheat or forfef- 
ture given to their maſters. They likewile, at the ſame 


inge the holders of, and repairers to field meetings, by. 
them deſigned rebelßꝭ, and whoever ſhould ſeize ſuch; 


ward z with a particular ſum offered, for apprehending 
any of the conventicle preachers ; and this ſum doubled, 


gent in working the work of him that ſent them, againſt. 
wham their malice was more eſpecially turned. Theſe 
rigorous: meaſures they continued to proſecute; and in 
the year 1675, letters of intercommuning were given out 
againſt ſeveral miniſters and private Chriſtians, by name, 
both denouncing them rebels, and ſecluding them from 


the pain of being (according to them) accounted /ocit 
criminiſ, and purſued, as guilty with them of the ſame 


erimes. Theſe inhuman and unpreeedented methods, 
reduced the ſufferers to many wanderings and great hard- 
ſhips. It is impoffible to recite the miſeries theſe faith. 
ful confeſſors underwent, wandering about in deſarts, in 

mountains, in dens, and in caves of the earth, deſtitute, 
afflictled, tormented ; n the other ſevere impoſitions 
22 N d n a %, S's Uo oP upon , | 
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ad- miniſters-inipriſoned, when: they could» be-appro> «+ 
hended. And: becauſe. theſe field meetings, the great 1 


with the council 1624, to take more ſpecial notice f 
the preachers at ſaid meetings; who; appointed a com- 


ſend out parties to. apprehend certain of chem, accord 


ing to their direction. And ſame; yeat, a bond way im- 
poſed, binding and obliging tenants, that if they, their, 


fined: for each houſe conventicle; in 28. Scott ] cach 
cottar in 124. Scat; each ſervant man, in à fourth part 


for ſuch of their: wives and children, :as:ſhall be at houſe - 
conventicles; and the double of theſe; reſpective ſines, 
venticles, Sc. And upon refuſal of ſaid hond, ther 
time, iſſued forth another proclamation, for apprehend». 


ſhould: have the fines, ſo unjuſtly impoſed, for their re- 


for ſome that were more eminent among them, and dili- 


all ſociety in the kingdom of Scotland ; further requir- 
ing, that no accommodation ſhould be given, or com- 
munication any manner of way held witch them, under 
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| their! 'churches, from whence 1 


WE") 


: en e country la general, the: bonds impoſed, "A 


rage of the Hpblind; hott; then raiſed; 1 


wich the ſoldiers, greatly ſpoiled and robbed the weſt 


country eſpecially, by which means, Your oophs: vero 
brought to very lom circumſtances. | 


e, Notwith banding. of all the tyranny. and reiichory 
hitherto exerciſed, the word of Gop rom, and converts 
unto CHs r, and the obedience. of the goſpel, were 
daily multiplied miniſters being forward and willing to 

ch, and the people willing to hear and receive tho 
Ee om their — on all hazards: And the Lonn 
Ren following his word and:ordinances with his'bleſ« 
g, ſhewed- himſelf as. mighty and powerful in the open 
fields, 'whither they were driven, as ever he had done in 
they were driven, and 
which' were now ſhut againſt them; and filled with time- 
ſervers; and antichriſt's vaſſals: Bat againſt. Cn 
ſtandard and banner thus diſplay di the tyrant Charles II. 


etected his oppoſite ſtandard, for the. utter deſtruction of 
Enmror's true ſergants and ſubjectsa. And having de- 
clared their law ful meetings for the wonſhip of Gon, ac- 
| cording to his word, execrable rendeavouſes of rebellion; 


A. NN of eſtates, anno 1678, was called and met, 


by which a large e' ceſs was impoſed! to maintain an ad- 
0 


ditional army, for the fuppreſion of che true religion 
and liberty, and ſecuring tyranny and arbitrary govern- 
ment. On account of the impoſition. of chis ceſs, and 
the rigorous exaction of it, together with the cruelties 


and ravages of this new army maintained by it, (the ſol- 


diers having commiſſion to diſmiſs and diſpetſe their 


meetings, diſarm, impriſon and kill preachers and peo- 


le, in caſe of reſiſtance ; and a price being put upon the 
LEE of ſeveral. faithful miniſters, if brought: to the 
council dend or alive; both miniſters and people were 
laid under the neceſſity of carrying arms for their own 


defence, when diſpenſing and attending upon goſpel. or- 


dinances: And it was no wonder, that, finding tbem- 
ſelves ihus appointed as ſheep: for the ſlaughter, they 
lcoked upon this as their duty, and accordingly provid- 
ed themſelves wiih arms for their neceſſary any As 
gainſt the wicked violence of: thoſe who. thirſted> after 
their blood, and {which was to them much more dear 
and precious; ) the ruin. and deſtruction of the cauſe, 
Wm and-goſpel of Cux ts i in the land. Unto theſe 
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ofel 6f CAI T, and profeſſors of it; the! manages 
were principally inſtiguted by that arch- apoſtate Sharp); 
thoꝰ n bad preparati de for his exit out of this world, 
which foon came o paſs, anne 1679, ih the diſpenſation 


of adorable” providence, und righteous - judgement-of 5 
God, exetute upon ſuch a noto rs traitor; Who. have 


firſt betrayed the church; and all along deeply im- 
— his hands in the blood of Gop's ii abe and ſer- 
_ bad blood given him 10 Ae becauſe! is was 


Ve Tha We mig inigtir be bote Uxpiy ſoalee wht 


blood, and made more heavily to groun under the inha- 


bitants thereof, “ Who had tranſgrefſed the laws, chang- 
% ed the utdinances, and broken the everlaſting dove- 
« gant ;. that the ſtene of cruel. ney might de more 


widely opened, and the bloody tragedy mort effectual 
— the primate's death muſt now be added to the 


of 


other pretended erimes of the ſufferers, Many wereter- 


ribly Kartaſſed on that aecount, who'wrere no ways cuh- 
cerried in the achon ; and ſome were cruehy tot 


and burchertd by them for the ſume tduſeſ th innocent 
thereof, (for none of che actors did ever fall into their 
rendered more 
rude; barbarbug and hard- hearted to all the ſufferers bu 
afterwards felt imo their hands; and breathed out thredt- 


bands) Theſe entmics were hereby 


nings and flaughter againſt tile whole body of the 


cuted Prefbyterians thre” the nato. Alt this, however, 


did not diſpirit theſe zeslous witneſſes, or diſcoura: 


them from attending to their work and duty; for 4 


find them on the 291th of ' May 1679;  publifhing: their 
teſtimony at Rurberg 3 ainſt the Toiked anniverſary, 
on the ſame diy appointed by the court for its celtebra. 
tion, and — — 5 thar had he done publicly by theſe 


enechles of Enis x for the overthrow of his work ant - 
intereſt jo the lands. They likeways committed their 4 | 


reſciffory, fat y, act reſtoring abjured Prelacy, act 


of G1a/gow 11662, the preſumpruous act . appo i hl F 
„s. 


May ꝛ geh for an holy anniverfary; indulge 
to the Rates, their juſt deſext, ia n of the ini 
pious treatment given unto our ſolemu and ſucted tove- 


nants; and other good and laudable acts and Hows for o- 
formation; by cheir- — 2 ebe mier in ſundry cities 


of theſe codenanted ws Andnſs; after extin- 
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the enemies anniverſary day, and concluding what they 
had done with prayer and praiſe, as they had begun, 
(Mr. Douglas, one of their miniſters being along with 
_ them) they withdrew-- This chriſtian valour was fol- 
lowed with the Loxp's appearance for them, in a ro- 
markable manner, on the following Sabbath at Drumc 
near Loudynhill, where being attacked by (aue: hinge, 
when attending on public worthip, they compleatly rout- 
ed him and his troops, reſcued Mr. Jun Rig, and x 
number of other priſoners, whom Ciauerboſiſe had ſeized 
that morning, from their hands. Afterwatds they de- 
clared the grounds and cauſes of their preſent defenſive 
poſture, in that ſhort manifeſto, or declaration, publiſh- 
ed at Glaſgou, June 6th, 1679. But when their numbers 
3 multiplied, their diviſions increaſed and lawful: means, 
1 for honeſtly. defending the cauſe, were by the majority 
| -refuſed. Mr. Welſh. and that eraſtian party with him, 
being by this time come up, did in their; declaration at 
Hamilton, take in the tyrant's imtereſt; againſt Which, 
thoſe who were honeſt and faithful to the intereſt of 
Zion's king contended, and proteſted, chat in conſcience 
they could not take in the intereſt of one into the ſtate of 
the quarrel, who had manifeſtly ſtated himſelf in oppo- 
ſition to the intereſt of CHRIS ι ; that it was inconſiſtent 
with the covenant, which could not bind them to efpouſ: 
the intereſt of its deſtroyers, and the deſtroyers of all 
| that adhered to it; and alſo contrary to their teſtimony 
and declaration for the covenants and work of reforma- 
tion at Rutherglen,' Glaſgow, &c. and againſt all defection 
Sromtthe fame; bow tl te ly a ern 
Thus, when the moſt part in a great meaſure forſook 
the LorD,' he was juſtly provoked to forſake them, and 
their great diviſions landing them in ſuch. confufion, they 
became an eaſy: prey to the enemy, by whom they were 
totally routed at Bothwell, *Fune 22d, 1679, where they 
felt the diſmal. fruits and conſequences. of joining at all 
«with that eraſtian faction, after they had openly declared 
and diſcovered what they were. This was ſo far from 
proving any defence to them, notwithſtanding the num- 
| kr of that party, that it proved their deſtruction. And 
. thoſe whoſe hearts were upright and honeſt in the cauſe 
of Gov, by their means, in holy ſovereignty, were made 
to fall à ſacrifice to their enemies wrath, The flain on 
that: dy were many, and che after-cruelty to priſoner 
great; they being carried: unto, and kept for a long tina 
9 36 nun eee . 1 


— — 


0 I 


. 


„ 

in the Gray ſriet church yard of Edinburgb, expoſed, 
3 night and day to tempeſts of all kinds. 
By this inhuman uſage (with deſign. to wear out the 
ſaints of the Moſt High) together with the inſinuations 
and perſuaſions of fome of the indulgence-favourers, 
their faith failing chem in this hour of temptation, and 
fear prevailing, à number of theſe; priſoners were per- 
ſuaded to take the inſnaring bond of peace, whereby 3 
they were engaged to ow] their riſing at Bothe! io be | | 
rebellion, and. to oblige themſelves never to riſe in arms 
againſt the king, and to live peaceably, &. while others 
of them were tortured, not accepting deliverance. 

gth, Altho? this defeat and diſperſion of the eſpouſers 
of the truth and cauſe of CHRIST, in oppoſition both 
to its avowed enemies, and ſeeret betrayers;: brought the 
remnant that were left intq very melancholy. circum- 
ſtan ces 3 their enemies having in a great meafure extin- 
guiſhed the light of the goſpel, by apprehending and 
ſhedding the blood of their faichful paſtors, who uſed to 
bold forth the Mord of life ſunto them, as a light where- 
by they might diſceru between ſin and duty: And others 
who had formerly been helpful unto them, in ſtrengthen- 
ing their hands, and encouraging their hearts, in the 
way of cheir duty, were overtaken and overbarn-with - 
fainting and. diſcohragement; ſo that, in reſpect of pu- 
blic guides, they were at this time as ſhegp without a 
ſhepherd; Vet, in chis diſconſelate and ſcattered ſtate 
and condition, CHRIST, the chief ſnhepherd, had com- 
paſſion on them, and raiſed, up theſe co faithful mini- 
ſters. apd zealous contenders for the faith onee : delitered 
to the ſaints, Meſſrs. Richard: Cameron, and Donald Cargill, 
to come forth for the help of the Lok d againſt tlie 
mighty, and to jeopard their lives along with his people 
in the high places of the field, in bearing faithful teſti- 
many for his noble truths and cauſe, and againſt all tbe 
tins and defections of the time. The firſt of theſe, ſoon 
after he had ſſhewed his. activity and zeal in that banner 
diſplayed againſt the church's enemies, in the declaration 
publiſhed at Sarguhar, June 22d, 1680, did honourab ß 
and bravely finiſn his courſe, among many others ff = | 
Zion's true friends, in the defeat they again ſuſtained - | 
at Alrmn/s, where, in imitation- of his: princely Maſter, 
he valiantly fought his way to the incorruptible-crown:: 
Tbe latter afterwards narrowly: eſcaped his enemies 
hands, (by means of Mr. NEE IH — 
28914 5 ö 9 rere * 0 | 
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| | 9 'S Bene ſafferet tot truth, who; u favs Me wünldet bt, 
| | | _ loſt his own; on whom the (Snetnferry: paper, a dravght 
| 


of a'+covenant engagement unto certain Autjes, was 
found), and was, by the power and providente of Got 
„ until he accompliſhed that fignal piece of 
. = generation work, in drawing forth the ſwerd uf excem- 
1 municatiom againſt the tyraut Char ier II. and ſome other 
_— af the chief actors in-that bloody tragedy! Arid that, 
ut . decauſe of their blood: ſhed, perjury; heaveh-daring 
1 | faneneſs, debauchery, inbaman and ſwage' cert 40. 
ed upon the people of Gop. The which ſentence ſtuck 
faſt in the hearts of theſe enemies of Fion's: king unto 
the day of their death, and by ſome of their on ac- 
:knowledgements, would, through eternity, Shortiy af- 
ter this, that faithful mibiſter crowried His work wh 
-martyrdom, and entered into his Maſter's' J. 
This murdering period ſpared neither Pastor nor 
ple, age nov ſex ; while groſs tranſgreſforz, and de- 
ded emhuſtaſts, ac Gib and his fuftion; were ſcreened 
— condiigi punifhmerit, the? ſeme af them Had at- 
rived at that prodigious length in witkediieſs, us to com- 
kee the Holy nen 1 confellian of Faich, to the 


rob, 8⁰ many of theſe _ Irie nd lively. viel 
"ſeu for CgqursT being how flaln, und what was yet ſur- 
viving of the ſeattered flock depfived of 'their paitiful 
ſhepherds, and. not being able te drink of the ſanctuary 
Peters, fo mudded by their former paſtors; who had de- 
mech the ſage by flktul iante with the time's de- 
fections; they reſolved; under divine direction, to ga- 
ther themſelves rogether into a general męeting, for ad- 
viſing and informſag one another” anent their duty, in 
dach celiical times of è᷑emmon danger; that fo whatever 
concerned the whole, might be done with due delibera- 
Bion, and common tohſent. The which general mert- 
ings afterwards afforded them both gebod comfort amidſt 
heir diſcouragements,” amd alſo good council athidf 
their perplexities and doubts, and proved an excellent ex. 
pedient for preſerving the remnant from the deſtruction 
Ind comagion of the times, A rg pros of the reſtimo- 
ny, and keeping alive the public ſpirit of zcat and con- 
dein for che en md Rleret bol nntse; and for 
ihefe ends they have been kept up ever ſince. 
In che mean time, that evil inſtrument, Janet duke 6f 
Torts * hom his perjored-brocker to 
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reſide in che-whole ad winictraton of dre atfiios, Bp 

is grriral fos this effect, held a parlia mont, uhich begun 

1% 28th; 4681'3\ wherein," befdes other of hi wicked; 
„that deteſtable, blaſphemous, and ſelf-compadiQory: ' 


0b | OT n | 

- of ea was framed, which; in rhe" fr pare thereof, con- 
„m. ins the fivearer's' ſolemr; (declarations, by oathy, of his 
dert 8 ncere profeſſion of the was Pvoteſtant religion, con- 


hat, ned in the first confefion- of faith, ratified-by Park: ö 
ro- . Ne W e {which confolion afferte, in th 
att. trongeſt terms, EnnIZ IS alone beadſhip and fupre- 

wet cy, as E-giter and Nag in hiv chuteh, without o- 

into Partner os « tor), and that ho ſfiall adhere chere 

ac- eo alt the days of his. life; and renounce alt doctrines, 


principles or pragtives: contrary therets, and inconſiſtent 
herewith'ʒ while, in manifeſt contvadiction therets,; the 


15 taſphomons ſupremacy; in the utmoſt extent thereof is- 
nor ſſerted, the: covenants national and ſolemn league the? 
de- Nhief barriers againſt Popory, Eraſtianiſms ant arbitrary - 
ned Mover, are reneunced, and unlimited allegiance unto the- 
at- ccupant, is/onjoinied. and \fworn to, and the prelavicut? 
om- Norerument of the church confirmed; © ng high 


This oath was at firſt ad miniſtrate to theſe: re | 
iſt only, and thereby, all ware turned out off thelr 


nef- aces, who had any: principles. of common Runeſty ve. 
ſur-aining in them; but afterwards; it was impoſe upon 
neal rſon of alt ranks. Againſt - which Gnfut eticroachs! 
uary nis on religion and liberty, the witneſfing perſecuredi. 
| de. mnant accoumed themfolves bound in duty to emit! 
de- reir teſtimony, which they publiſhed ar Lancatz January: 
ga- ach, 1682, adhering to, and confioming their foxmpw | 
N ad- Sa. N length for their diſc 
Ts in ning the: unlaw Lauthoriry of Char le; II. TP 


ligence bereof, this-dechaystion; with thofs/ar Rutharei 
xr. (ſc d geh were, by order of the countil;- with! 
dert eat ſolemniry, burnt at the oroſs of Edinburgh, by the 


nidſt Nagiſtrates in their robes, together wick the? ſolemn: 
nidſt ge and covenants Which had been burn formerty yi 
t ex. now they would give new demonſtrations Of thai 


ge againſt it, in conjunction with theſe declarationtg 
bich ĩhey ſaw and acknowledged were evidently con- 


con- Pr 10, end founded upon id. After the publication os 
4 for Nis teſtimon the ſufferings of that poor> people than 
. "ned it, were ſadder and ſhacpor than ever befare by 
re of Nunting, purſuing, appre hendiag, impriſonment; baniſli- 


deut, daath and torture 3 r g rage; * 


_— 


bon, stpelty and Noodſhed, being no mbre thari n 
they might look for, agreeable to the ſpirit; and princi- 

a ples of tiiat popiſh incendiary, to whom ſuch truſt was 

| committed. :-. Sendic ESD e 
- 4xth, The poor wreſtling remnant; beſides their other 
grievous calamities aud uff 


rings, being now obnoxious 
io much cenſure, in their appearances: for truth re- 
proached, aud invidiouſſy miſrepreſented; both at home 
and abroad, by thaſe that were in caſe at Zion, as hay- 
ing forſaken the right way, and run imo wild, textrava- 
gant and unhappy courſes: And withal, being at this 
time deſtitute and deprived of their publie Randard- 
bearers ; the ſeries of; witneſſes, (ſincè the death of 
Meſſrs. Cameron and Cargill.) maintaining the teſtimomy 
againſt the public national defections being. in all-appear- 
ance interrupted, except by martyrdom; and ſufferings; 
they were. obliged to exert themſelves, both, for their 
vindication from thoſe calumnies and ſlanders, where- 
with they were loaded by their enemies, to foreign Pro- 
teſtant churches eſpecially, and for obtaining a ſupply of 
goſpel. miniſters. Wherefore, ſending ſome of ; their 
number abroad, to repreſent the righteouſneſs of. their 
cauſe; tothe churches there, and erave their ſympathy, 
in helping chem to a ſupply of goſpel migiſters ; the 
Lond was graciouſlly pleaſed to countenance and bleſs 
their endeavours: ſo, that they obtained acceſs] for the 
inſtruction: and ordination of young men for the mini- 
ſtry, at an univerſity in the United: Provincen; and, in 
proceſs of time. gave them a great reviving in their bon- 

dage, by ſending forth his faithful ambaſſador, Mr. 
Jame Renuich, who, while he ſtood on Zion's watch- 

tower, ceaſed not night and day, to give faithful warn- 
ing of the danger approaching the city of Gop evident 
ly diſcovering his being cloathed with his Maſter's com- 
miſſion, in bearing faithful teſtimony and witneſs, | both 
againſt the avowed enemies of truth, and backſliden 
ff om it. And notwithſtanding all the malicious rage of 
deadly foes, ranging and keenly purſuing him, through 
open or more ſecret places, the reproach of tongucs, 
and cruel mockings he endured, by the divine; bleſſing, 


on his painful labours, amidſt his many hard{hips, the 


number of ; Zion's friends were greally increaſed, by the 
incoming and joining of many to the fellowſhip of their 
ſettled ſoeieties, who reſolutely choſe, rather "to: ſuffer 
affliction wich the people. of Gow, than to: enjoy, the 
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rther attack upon Satan's intereſt, his emiſſaries iflue 
fortli freſh orders,” and give commiſfion to ſoldiers, foot 


and dragoons, to hunt, ſearch,” and ſcek them out of 


all their moſt ſecret dens, caves and lurking places, 


where they might hide themſelves, in tlie moſt remote; 


and wildeſt glens and receſſes in the mountains and de- 
farts, allowing them 10 kill, flay, deſtroy, and any way 
to make an end of them, wherever they might be found 
commanding the whole:country, at their peril; to aſſiſt 
them, and raiſe the hue and cry after the poor wander- 


ers, and not io reſet, harbour, ſuccour or correſpond 


with them any manner of way, under the higheſt-pains, 


but to do their utmoſt in informing againſt them, Thus, 


without regard to any of their unlawful-forms of le 
procedure, they defiled and heſmeared the high plates o 
the field with innocent blood. Theſe: unprecedented 
methods and meaſures obliged the ſufferers, for theit 
own preſervation, ſtopping the deluge: of blood, and to 
deter the inſolence of intelligencers and informers, to 


publiſh the apolegetic declaration, which they affixed o 
ſeveral market croſſes, and pariſh church. doors, upon 
the 28th of Offober 1684; wherein they declare their 
firm reſolution of conſtant adherence to their covenants / 
ed engagements, —and. to the declaration, diſowning- 


the authority of Charles Stuart, warning all bloody 
Doegs, and flattering Ziphites, to expect to be dealt 
with, as they deal with them; to be regarded as enemies 
to Gop, and the covenanted reformation, and accord- 
ing to their power, and the degree of their oftence, pu- 
niſhed as ſuch, &c. After this declaration, theſe ene« 
mies were ſtill more enraged, and their fury flamed more 
than ever formerly: They framed an oath, commonly 
called the oath of abjuration, renouncing and abjuring 
the ſame, and by a venomous bloody proctamation, en- 
joined this oath to be taken by all univerſally, from 16 


years and upwards, women as well ds men, under pain 


of death; and many priſoners who having the dath ten- 
dered them, refuſed or declined it, were ſentenced aud 
executed all in one day, according to the tenor of their 
zroclamation. - And moreover, they, on this occaſion, 
S e and commiſſion dg e, me 
burſuing and chaſing after the rebels (as they deligned 
3 vigoroufly and violently, and 10 flioot, or 
other wiſe put them to N light 
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upon them. In the midſt of this contuſion of laughter 


and bloodſhed, Go cut off by death, Februaty 6th, 
1685, that vile per ſou, the author and authorifer of all 
this miſchief, Charles Il. | who; Antiorhus like, "came in 
peaceably, and obtained the kingdom+by flattery, Dan. 
ii.) reigned treacherouſſy and bloodily, and like that 
wicked king 7eboram, (2 Chron. xxi.) died without being 
deſired or lamented, poiſoned, as was thought, by bis 
unnatural popiſh brother. And, notwithſtanding of all 
his baſtards, begotten in adultery and fornication, at 
home and abroad, he died without any to ſucceed him, 
ſave him that was ſaid to have murdered him. ' Gon 


purſued him with the curſe of Hiel the Betbelue, for his 


rebuilding of that curſed Jericho, Prelacy; and of that 
impious and wicked tyrant Coniah, Jer. xxii.) for his 
treachery and cruelty; Thus faith the Lon p, write 
* ye this man childleſs, a man that ſhall not proſper in 

„ his days, for no man of his ſeed ſhall proſper, ſitting 
e any more upon the throne of /ſrael,” © + 
lit, Notwithſtanding the abundant: proof that the 
Duke of York had given, in many inſtances, and in both 
kingdoms, of his being a vaſſal of Antichriſt, and not- 
_ withſtanding of his open and public profeſſion of Papiſ- 
try, upon his brother's death, fairly warning all what 
they might expect: Yet were not thoſe, who ſat at the 
Helm of affairs, deterred from committing the reins of 
government into his hands; but, contrary to the word 


def Gov; and fundamental laws of the lands, this profeſt 


and excommunicate Papiſt, James Duke of 'York, was, 
anno 1085, proclaimed king of theſe once covenanted, 
but now treacherous and apoſtate lands, whereby they 
appointed themſelves a captain to return into their an- 
tichriſtian bondage. To this grievous yoke, our infa- 
mous, perjured, and apoſtate ſtate and council in Scot 
land, heartily and voluntarily ſubjected themſelves and 
the nation, while others did it with reluctancy; careſſing 
and embracing with their deareſt and beſt affections, this 
enemy to Gop, and CHAIsT, and his church, ſwearing 
 implicite and unlimited obedience unto him, and affert: 
ing his abſolute power and ſupremacy, indefeafible and 

_ hereditary right, without ever ſo much as requiring hie 
t take the coronation oath, or give the leaſt: ſecuri 
for any thing civil or religious, (a depth of degeneracy, 
parallel to that eminency in reformation purity, fro 
YH ö A | , 


« wy 7. 
neck, init he mulght Have full freedom” for W ſatis 

ng of his Tufts, and fulfilling his wicked defighs! This 
1 religion, liberty and all, at the mercy of ubſolute 


power and popiſh tyranny ; and ſtill more and more cut 


eff the people of God from havin ng any bopes of merc 
from their bloody enemies; on the contrary; the Duk 
of York,” in his letter to his firſt parliament, 1 
and requires them to leave no means eee 

the extirpation of the poor wandering ſiſferers, when, 
he brands with the odious names of murderers and 
ſaffins; wild and ighuman'trifitors, Sc. "And! theſe his 
ready ſervants and bloody exccutioners; came” nothing 
ſhort of his orders in the execution of them; ſo the 


* 


there wert more murdered in cold blood in the pen 


fields, wirbopt all madow of law, trial of ſentence, 
more baniſhe and fold "as flaves, condeniiied and exe- 
cuted;"S+, in che tige Of "this ufurper, chan f in all the 


time of the former tyrant, | 13 


As the honeſt ſufferers, conſiſtent with has dane 
for truth, im op both to the ſecret and open ſu 
verters of the cauſe and ſtate of Zion's uarrel with her 
enemies, could not concur: in Argyle's declaration; (al. 
thovgh' there were mary things 30 it materially good and 
commend-worthy,) nor join in a military affociation with 
bim, on account (among other things) of the too pro 
miſcuous admiſſion of perſons: to truſt" in that pa 
who Were then, and afterwards diſcovered: themſelves 8 
be, enemies to the cauſe: Yer; againſt this ufurparion of 
a bloody Papiſt, advancing Himfelf to the throne in ſuch 
a manner, they publiſhed another declaration at San 
ar, May 281 165 53 wherein, approving of; and ad- 
ering to all their former, and confidering, that Fames 
Duke of York, a profeſt and excommunitate Papiſt, was 
proclaimd : They Proteſt againſt” ſaid” proclamation, - 
vith reaſons Tabjoined at length for their fo doing 34 
agaitiſt all Kinds of Poperp: ge ou and particular heads, 
aß abjured by the national covenant TO age Wo ir 
_ 15 99 into this land, and every thing that d 
directiy or indirectly make way for the ſam 
Aer this, Mr Renwick and his followers were _ 
roſes to the greater fury af their” adverſaries; mort 
eruel ediets were given forth againſt chem, appro vin 
and ratify ing of former acts, for raiſing the hue ande 


Sc. 4.5 their kulamitſes were v 6 Ann es increaſe I; 
by their 1 3 el. 


beſides the 


on account of 


* 
* 
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22 their not affoctating and joining with them in their com. 


pliances ; altho?, to the conviction ot all unhiaſſed minds, 
— 75 fully ripdigated, themſelves from all their injurious 
reflęctions. | 
-* The extirpation'of the Preſhyteriap ane. nay; the 
ſuppreſſion of. the Proteſtant religion in genera), the rein- 
troduction of Popery, and plunging the nations in ami- 
| ring darkneſs and tyranny, being the 1 ong concert- 
n of this popiſh bigot now got into the throne; 
de — yes to loſe no time, and leave no ſtone pnturned, 
for the proſecution and accompliſhment thereof. And 
having made, tolerable progreſy* in the ee of this 
his favourite ſcheme, (although n out pion 
in England, he turps þimſelf to opt wi expecting an 
entire acquieſcence in his. pleaſure there, having found 
the firſt parliament, which | began, 23d May, 1685, fo 
much according. to his own: heart, in their hearty and 
ſincere offer of their lives and fortunes, t to aſſiſt, defend 
nd maintain him in his rights, Nerger ſacred, 
8 ang abſolute power and authority, 8 
fore, the parliamept beipg 10. meet np fab 7 29th, 
1686, in his letter to them, © He heartily recommends 
< to, their care his innocent Roman Catholic, Tobjeds 
te to the end, that as they have 5 good experience, 
b of their true loyalty, ang peaceab le. behavjopr, | they 
% may haye, the protection of hig laws, without lying 
'* under obligations their e could not admit of; 
c that all penal laws made. againſt the 22 ee de re- 
10  pealed, &. But tho! many were for obhging their 
king in this particular; ; Fe et it could not be carried with- 
out debates and ſtrong objeckigng]; ſo that, diffolving the 
liament, what he could. not obtain there, wich any 
| ab wor face of law, he effectuates, by virtue of the 
prerogative royal and abſolute power, in a letter, to his 
ey council; and proclamation incloſed, bearipg gate, 
ebruury 12th, 1687, granting a royal toleration oa mo- 
derate Preſpyterians, clogged with a number of oy 
aſtian conditions and . as pſual. 24% To 
jb cn and other enthuſiaſts. 3dly, To Papiſts, ab- 
 rogating all penal ſtatutes 10 N againſt. them, r 
making them, in all reſpects, free. And ſo devote 
were the privy conncil'to his intereſts, that without de- 
mur they publiſhed the proclamation, and wrote hack to 
the king, That. his orders were punctually obeyed, — 
1 . Peaks him for this further e ou his favours a 
W To The dern i ſ 1 N * 


| 


Pd 1 * 
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Antichriſt, proceeded with his wicked deſign, and . ſo far 


C1 


work his Maſter had gixen him to do, notwithſtanding 


. 
© X% 


n | * : Wor 
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_ of Cuts T; that fiery 


- 


[46] 1 
and their people, wherein they 'vindicate, © clear, and 


_ Juſtify themſelves from the heavy and falſe charges, 


Handers and reproaches caſt upon them by their enemies, 
as may be ſeen in ſaid book. About this time alfo, Mr. 
Shields ſer about writing his | Hind let he, (which was 


1 next 4 ot the An hiſtorical repreſentation of 
E 


teſtimonies of the church of Scotland for the intereſt 


of CnRtsr, with the true ſtate thereof in all 22 


wherein he alſo ſolidly, ſoundly,' and judicio vindi. 
cates the preſent teſtimony, in all the principles thereof, 


48 ſtated, . the popiſhi, prelatical and malignant 


enemies of that church, for the prerogatives of ERRISsr, 
privileges of the church, ant libertics of mankidd, and 
aled by the ſufferings of a reprbached remnamt of Pref. 


bDyterians there, witneſſing againſt the corruptions vf the 
| 231373 T0177 rr 


* 


time. 


Wulle thefe two loving and Faichful fellow:Jabourers 


were thus induftriouſly exerting themſelves for the pro- 
pagation and vindication of thy perſecuted goſpel, and 
eſuite;' PS ge. and 
enemy to Gov and man, the Duke of 75%, and his po- 
piſh party, were equally induſtrious on the other hand, 
to promote their grand deſign of utterly an 
the light of the goſpel, and ringing in Antichriſt, wit 
all his poiſonous and hellift'vermine, and abominable 
idolatries ; und that, with all the murdering violence, 
diabolical ſubtilty and nge e that hell and Rome 


could invent and exert. He had formerly publiſhed a 


clamation,' (as is noticed above) granting a lawleſs li- 
rty to ſeveral ſorts of perſons therein ſpeciſied, called 
his firſt indulgence ; but breathing nothing but threaten- 
ings and flaughter againſt the people of Gop, who ſtood 
firm to his cauſe; But withal, this proclamation, en- 
oimed an oath/ in the room of all oaths formerly impo- 
d, to be taken ow all that minded to ſhare in his royal 
favour; wherein they ſwore, not only ahſolute ſabjec- 


tion and paſſi ve obedience, never to reſiſt him, not only 


on any pretence, hut for any cauſe, let him do, or com- 


mand to be done what he would; but alfo, abſolute, 
Active obedience, 'without reſerve: “ That they ſhall, to 
„ the utmoſt of their power, aſſiſt, defend and main- 


tain him, His heirs and fucceſſors, in the exerciſe of 
4 their abſolute power and authorit „ againſt all deadly.“ 


This was ſo palpably groſs and odious, that it was diſ- 
dained and abhorred by all that had common” ſenſe. 


" 3 1 % 
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Where fore, 


4 


and, in name of all the reſt, ſent an addreſs of thanks 


about a month after the former, he endeavours to 


the matter, and ſet it qut in another dreſs, preten ing 


that they had miſtaken his meaning in the former, 
ſo leis them know, that it is his pleaſure now, that 


if the Preſbyterian preachers do ſeruple to take the oath 


(contained in the proclamation) or any other oath. whats 
ſomever, they notwithſtanding have the benefit of his in- 


dulgence, (without being obliged to take the oath) pro- 


vided they obſerve the conditions on which it was grant - 
ed. Hut this not having the defired effect neither, it i 
followed wich the third. indulgence or toleration emitt 


by proclamation, dated 28th June, 1687, excellently 
well calculated for obtaining his end; wherein, after a 


ſolemn declaration of his intention to maintain his arch - 
biſhops and biſhops; he does, by his ſovereign authori- 
prerogative royal and abſolute power, ſuſpend, ſtop, 


= diſable, all penal. and ſanguinary laws, made againſt 


any for :non-conformity to the religion eſtabliſhed 
law; granting liberty to all the ſubjects to meet 
ſerve God, after their own way, in private houſes, or 


chapels, or places purpoſely hired or built for that uſe, Y 
with ar injunction to take care, that nothing be preach- 


ed or taught 8 any way tend to alienate the 
hearts of the people fro 
notwithſtanding the premiſſes, ſtrictly prohibiting all 


field meetings, agalnſt all which, all his laws and acts of 


parliament are left in full force and vigour; and all his 


judges, magiſtrates and officers of forces commanded to 


proſecute ſuch as fliall be guilty of ſaid field-conventi= 
cles, with the utmoſt rigour ; and all this, under pre- 
tence, that now after tis his royal grace and favour, 


there is not the leaſt ſhadow' of excuſe left for theſe” 


meetings? Wherefore he is confident, that none will, 
after theſe liberties and freedoms given to all to ſerve 
God in their own way, further prefume to meet in theſe 
aſſemblies, except ſuch as make a pretence of religion, 
to cover their treaſonable deſigns againft his royal per- 
ſon, and of his government. | 
The moſt of the Preſbyterian miniſters in 
the benefit of this wicked and +boundleſs :toleration, 
chiefly - deſigned 


number of them being met at Edinburgh, agreed upon, 


- --D\, 


Whereforey finding. that this propoſal did not take, nor 
anſwer his deſign, in a letter to the — 5 


m him and his government. But, 


in favours of Papiſts. And a large 


. 
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do che tyrant for his toleration, ſtuffed with dhe 580l. 


lothſome and blaſpemous flatteries, to the diſhotiour of 
Gov; che reproach of his cauſe, and betraving of his 
church: For, in this addreſs, dated Judy zuſt, 1687, 
| deſigning themſelves the loyal ſubjects of: this true reli. 
gion an Ne e they offer him their moſt 
5 and hearty thanks for his favour beſtowed, and 


bleſs the great Gon who put it into his heart to grant them 


this liberty, which they term à great” and furpriſing fa- 
vour, profeſling their fixed reſolution ſtill to maintain 

an entire loyalty, both in their doctrine and practice 
( conſonant to their known principles, which, according 
to the holy ſcriptures, are contained in the Confeſſion" of 
Faith); and they humbly beſcech, that any who pro- 
mote diſloyal principles and practices (as they diſown 
them), may not be looked upon as any of theirs, what - 
ever name they may aſſume to themſelves: And that, 
as their addreſs comes from the plainneſs and fincerity 


of loyal and thankful hearts, ſo they were much en- 
geaged, by his royal favour, to continue their fervent 


prayer to the King of kings, for divine illumination and 
conduct, and all other bleſſings, both ſpiritual and tem- 
poral, ever to attend his perſon and government, &c. 
Thus theſe men made themſelves naked to their ſhame, 
and declared to the world that they did only preſumptu- 
ouſly arrogare to themſelves the name of Preſhyterians; 
whereas, in reality, they were quite another kind of 
creatures, acting diametrically oppoſite to preſbyterian 
principles, in congratulating, extolling and juſtifying a 
tyrant, for aſſuming to himſelf a blaſphemous abſolute 
power, whereby he ſuſpends and diſables all penal laws 
_ againſt idolaters, and gives a toleration for all errors. 
But whilſt theſe pretended Preſbyterians, who all a- 
long loved peace better than truth, and preferred their 
own eaſe before the concerns of their Maſter's glory, 
were thus ſheltering themſelves under this refuge of lies, 
true Preſbyterians, who kept. by preſhyterian principles, 
nnd ated a faithful part for CHRIS H, refuſing to bow 
don to the idol of ſupremacy, which the tyrant had 
ſet up, or pay any regard to his blaſphemous toleration, 
were purſued, perſecuted, and flain, without pity or 
compaſſion, all the engines of the court being levelled a- 
gainſt them for their deſtruction, becauſe they would 
. ill reſerve to themſelves the liherty — Cutnanr 


dad made his people free, and not exchange it for one 
2 8 ; | at; | m 
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tions; 10 Shield tells us in his acequat of. 
the toleratioh, chere were fifteen, moſt deſperate ſcare 

particularly for him, both of fog and 3 And 1 wed 
all encouragement. might be given to any who.wou 


Cr 


* 


18th, 5 . all officers, civil: and. military, ta 
« apprehend, and ſecure in firmance, his perſqn, with, 
it ſome others 5: and for encourage ment, 8 the 
« ſum of 100 J. Sterling for taking him, or th dead 


wearied and faithful labourer did notwithſtang ng cqn 
tinue at his. tr in preaching, catechiſing,..&c Ane 
the Lon p ſtill preſerved him from falling into the bes 


Fan 


Lond 
ol 


t WM vork, in drawing up a full and faithful teſtimony, 775 


ty York's toleration,, and. tor the covenants And 90G of: PLD 


n+» i formation, S. which he gave in 10 L 25 ſby- 
nt terian migiſters at Edinhut gh, an the ih of, 72151 
id 1688; and going [thence to Fife, whither. he was calle 
n. io preach, in his return, was apprebended at Edinburgh, 


c. and called. to Heal his above teſtimony, with alf his, other g 


ie, contendings againſt. Papery, Prclacy, Eraſtianiſc, and. 


u. all defection. from the land's attainments in reformation, | 


with his blood, which, he did in the Graſi-market af E 
burgh, 17th of February, 1688, 79 5 o remarkable 


g and ſpirit, not only in, this part of his ſufferings. 


tall, 
are the time of bis impriſaomens., | The, Lord hereby. "4 


ws ing witne 1157 ta the truth of that, cauſe for which 5 4 


ſuffered and. als 9 teſti ing his racious ceptance 
his fulferings, aud of 455 Free-will-of #2 5 of, 


faithful confeſſor and mary 


hair or hoof of what belonged 110 CH [RIST leb, 
commended to the poor 1 8 1285 e left, 


not to quit nor o one of, theſe deſpiſed tut 
which 1 2 NEG þ the ft whe, 3 
bind up the breach af his people, and heal them of their 
youhd, would mike'ylori 
worthy -minilter,”, and now 
W 4 chain. of full 


plorifc 
. an Ren legs they 


25 


Sr with his * and Parry 
Mr. James Reeich's life), irele(s ian fe months ater, 


prehend him a -proclamation. was. iſſued, dated Ae 2 


« or alive.” In the midſt of all theſe 15 tÞ ig, un 


mies hand, until he had, finiſhed that piece of: e 0 


anc ; > 
an extraordinary meaſure of the LonÞ's, gracious. $ 5 


11 of his life, 

which he laid down for his ſake. And AS. neither the, | 

violence nor 9 55 of enemies 10 prevail with, this 
cmielf, to. 7 > with. 2 : 


as part of his HY: counſel, 10; keep their 88 aud MN 


i the earth, 2 8085 AY 
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1 E | 
fought his way unto an incorreptible)and' immortal 
cron of endleſs glory: He was the laſt tliat ſealed the 
EY for religion and liberty, and the covenanted 
work © 
aniſm, and tyranny, in a public manner; on the ſcaffold 
with his blood. After the death of this renowned inar - 
yr, he was ſucceeded by the eminent Mr. Mexander 
hields, who carried on, and maintained the teſtimony, 
as it was ſtated, in all the heads and elauſes thereof, 
continuing to preach in the fields: On which account, 
he, and the people who attended his miniſtry; were ex. 
poſed for ſome time longer, to the fury and reſentment 
of their enemies. But their power, which they had ſo 
long perverted and abuſed, quickly came to a period: 
For in a'few months, Gop, in his righteous: judgment 
and adorable providence, overturned that throne of ini- 
quiry on which they depended, and expelled that inhu- 
man, cruel monſter, from his tyrannical and ufurped 
ower, upon the PRICE of ORA NOx's coming over 
to England, in the beginning of 'November that ſame 
year: Du, alkbo the Lonp at this juncture, and by 
this means, reſcued and delivered our natural and civil 


righis and privileges in 2 national way, from under the 


oppreſſion and bondage of antichriſtian tyranny, arbitra- 
ry and abſolute power ; yet the Revolution, at this time, 


brought no real deliverance to the church of Gp: But 


CarisT's rights “, formerly acquired for him by his 
faithful ſervants, lay ſtill buricd under the rubbiſh of that 
antichriſtian 1 7 of Prelacy, erected on the ruins of 
his work in this land; and the ſpiritual liberties and pri- 
vileges' of his hottfe remained, and do ſtill remain under 
the bondage of Eraſtianifm, ſupremacy, toleration, &. 


. 


For it is well known, that altho' this man, Jebhu- like, 


4 deſtroyed Baal out of Hfracl, yet he departed not from 


e the' fins of Jeroboam, wherewith he made J/rael to 


St ot 


About this ume, the united ſocieties (having no actual 
miniſter fince Mr. Remuich's death, Mr. Shields being 
only preacher) ſent over. ſome commiſſtoners from their 
general meeting to Embden, one of the united providces, 
eo ASS SES He ERICH 5... 
.*. Chriſt's tights, &. By theſe are not meant the rights of Chriſt per- 
onal. tis dot in the power of mortals, or N to acquire and 
ſecure theſe to him: "Vat the "tights of Chriſt myſtical, that ie, of the 
church, or, of his truth,” true worſhip, -and'teligiony and profeſſors. of it 


: i 


% 


"reformation; againſt Popery, Prelacy, Eraſti- 
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Ves Mrs Thomas l. a young 'manwhon 
chey had ſent thicher ſome years before in Mt. Rerum 
For to the univerfiry there and for ordination La 
ting rote hereof,” theiſatd, Mr. Linming-eame hoine, 
with teſtimonials of his ordination 10-the'miniſtry'by-thie 
claſſes at Embden / and in conjunction wirh Mr. Shields 
and Mr. Millium Boyd, (another of their miniſters,” who 
had alſo come from Halland about this time) rene ved the = 
covenants national and ſolemn league, and diſpenſed the 
facrt#ment of the Lon g' ſupper near Leſmabago in Clyde/- 
ale} afid-cofitinged to preach to the p ple far about 
fout months, till 'the -fieſt general afſembly (o «dlled) 
met at Edinburgh | © 1 689496. At Which tine; he, 
with his two brethren, in their Own name] and the mate 
of their people, preſented a paper to that. afſembly, 
bearing on Whar terms they and their people would join 
Ih <ommunion- with them; only craying, iat "they 
2 all join in' Humdling themſelves before the LoxÞ, 
fd acknowledge and 'bewail' their Fathers; their ou, 
-and the lands many und heinous iniquities, and breaches 
of covenant before they proceeded id an other briinefs, 
and To have their public fins, and ſeandalous compli- 
andes waſhed a Ny by repentance; and —— upon the 
Hume of the Lek Jess: r Tat athey pürge out 
rom among them all i ignorant, inſufficient, heterodax, 
nd hotoriouföy ſcandaſous mniſters, ſuch as, by infor- 
1 accpfarion, or Whenwilye, were puilty” of che 
blood of the ſaints, &c. But tlieſe Peppe Were ret 
koned unſenſohable and unpractieable, tending — to 
| Kindle contentiôn, than compoſe Uiviſion, and ſo w | 
"thrown over their bar. The generality of theſe . 
"Fete iſs plunged and puddled in the” Uitch of defeRion 
anch apoſtacy, that they could not chin of che drudgery 
ct cleaning theinſetyes in Gob's wayy by's particular 
and public eonfefion of, and Rumilistian for their'own. 
and the lands public Ans, bur choſe father to ſit down 
-Attiy and pofüted as they wore, and preſume, in the 
blast of iner sthomnstions ure peuted of, te apprüsch 
"Gov's holy *hirigs; Which, How provoking to heaven, 
let Gop in Bis Cord be judge, We. Wi," f . Huge f. £3, 
14. 4 Chr. Xxx. 3. Hazel. xliv. 10. Nay, it is but to, too 
bat for this cauſe, Gon then laid them under 


evident, t 
et dee fotence} Nen La f. . Fim tha 3s Nb, 


et hich he Kithy Wil ; or that, %. XXil. 14. For as 
W were then hardened Go call by 
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Tot 


his word: n to that important and Pol he. 
ceſfary dots ſo, ever ſince, they have been ſo 
the more ſo, and have gone on from evil te worſe, 

But to return to our purpoſe: The two. . 
Vieſſrs. Linning and Boyd, upon the rejection af the a- 
bove ſaid paper of propoſals, intending to Unite with 
them at any rate, gave in another, importing their ſub- 
miſſion to the aſſemhly ; which paper, Mr. Sheilds.4lfo, 
through their influence, inſinuatiogs and perfuaſions, 
was drawn in to ſubſcribe. and adhere tog which he had 
never done, had he not fallen, by the means of theſc 
falſe brethren, and which, tis ſaid, he fadly Fete af- 
terwards. Thus, the poor, people were 9 left deſti- 
cute of; miniſters,; and, public goſpeli-ordinances/ until 
the Rev. Mr. John Macmillan acceded to them, from the 


public judicatories of the revolution 1 in or 


year 1506. And their kind friend, 
make amends for all his miſdemeanors, and in N Bla 


_ foxzthe charges the ſociotięs were at about his education, | 


at heme and abroad, did chem that good otfice, to write, 
and load them wich calumnies and ſlanders, to the uni- 
verſities in the  Netherjands,, whether they had had ge- 
courſe formerly in like caſes; ſo that, all acceſs for har- 
ing their loſs retrieved. from that Narr. 5 Wa blacked 
DD f oo rio 10:19} HA 19501 hom: wil; 
N What i is thus briefly bined above, may ſuffice, x0, af- 
ford ſome curſory, view: of the riſe and, progreſs, of reli- 
gion, and reformation;in theſe lanc Eſpecially; incl 
land z, until, as a church und nation, our kingdom became 
-the Eoꝶ D s by the ſtricteſt and moſt intimate federal 
alliance, and the name almoſt of 'every city, Vas, The 
Loni herr: Togethgy wich ihe general Rare and con- 
dition of 92 church and land, from the fatal juncture 
ef our woful decline, unto the £ of she above men- 
- tigned-Hloody. period: The faitbfulgefz Of ſome, 172 this 


time of trial and temptation: The defeQion and back 


Aiding courſe, oftothers 5 and the gre and avowed, wick- 
rob of the Teſt,-. Extended „ height 
of ſavage inhuman, irreligion and; impiety. Upon 

"all which, the preſbytery, 1 in. duty io GaD, it 1 preſent 
. dete find Wer. ohligeg to 
T2 184i 7 


1, Their h hearty approbation ok the faihFolneds i of 


fuck miniſters. and others, who oppoſed, and faithfully 
| teſtbed, again, the public lope ech church an 


1 


— — — — ff pope, =. Ky - mc At as 


thy 


ſtate framed: in che year 1644 lcd ese der plc 
of power and! truſt, malignant nem ies to the work of 
reformation, 'FONtrAary to the word, df: Gan, Era. Mill 
21, Dei. i. 18 · 2 Ehren. xix. 2. and t all acts of af. 
ſembly and; parkament. in the reforming pemiod f "The 
aſſembly . diſclaiming the reſolutions, as appears from 
their act, June 1th, 1646, ſeſſian lath, entitled, 1184 
for cen/uring. the \compliers with! the: public ehenuer 20 this 
church and kingdoms. + And their ſeafonable and nece 
warning, June Abe 1649, /eſſion' ꝛ th; herr ee 
6 if judge it a great and ſcandalous provocationz;antbgriev 

« ous'defection;from che public cauſe, to comply; with 
10 theſe malignants, ©4. As 2!fo; AF, N 
Parkamem: ot Gharles 1. Seated; All Yor purging' the' 
of. di Hoffede, perſons 10 the. ecventanit and wur b f ert 
un. And-the, faithful warniggs, giyen by general af 
ſemblies I n even againſt the admiffion> of 
{Rent 1 regal dignity, when ſo evidentiydliſco- 
vering his ane untib once he ſhould give more 
ſuisfyivg proof of his fincerity z ſee act of che cummiſiion 
ac the He Kirk, Auguft 13ch, 16 f., where the cdmiſ- 
fion of the general aſſembly, conſidering, that, there 
may: be juſt: ground of ſtumblings from the ki 4\thajcl- 
* dean 40 mit a ee bar 'byithe 
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affembly, Tenge, his former. carriage, and. „ 
for the fun in reference t, he cauſe af Gan, 
enemies and friends thereof z death therefore declare, 
% That this kirk and kingdom doth-' not eſpouſz any 
malignant. party, quarrel; or intereſt, but that they fight 
merely upon their: former grounds and principles, and 
in the defence gf the cauſe. of Cop, and of che kingdom, 
as theꝝ have dope theſe twelve years paſt: And therefore, 
as they diſclahm all the ün and guiltcof the. king and f 
bis houſe, ſo they, will not own; him nor his inte teſt, 
otherwiſe than with a ſubordination % Co and-fo-far 
as he owns; 4nd; ꝓroſecutes the cauſe of Gop/ ian di- 
claims his, and his father's Oppoſition to the work ot 
Gon, 725 to the, cov Os! S The which declaration 
being ſeen. aud conſidered by the committee; af eſtates, 
was the 4 0 day approven by them. Thus, chotk 
church and ſtate exerted themſelyes in che diſcharge of 
their duty; in grder to obtgin a ſetilement, according to 
the word of Gop, and the, covenants, which were gow 
—_ the\magns charts” of the . 
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committee: Of: eſtates and the commiſſion of: bg cneral - 
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being received into places of power and truſt, with 


baniſhivent, all kinds of eruelty and ſu 


And inviolable obligations, Which made their wiekedneſ 
the ſaints againſt ſuch as had made themfelves ſo vile in 


_ © eatiſe mine enemies have forgotten thy words: And, 


FE 8 J 


of the matlons, both civil and religious; and therefore, 


were ſworn to and ſubſcribed” by Charles II. as was ally 


ide coronation oath,' for che iecurity und preſervation 
pf tho true religion, at his receipt of the royal power, | 


diy, The preſbytery teſtify and declare their Appro- 


bation of the conduct of the faithful, before the reſtora. 


tion, who, adhering to the forefaid fundamental confi. 
tutions of the nations, both refuſed ſubjection unto, 
and teſtified againſt the uſurpation 6f Ofzver Cromwel), 
and his accomplices, his invading the lund, his antichri. 
ſian toleration of all ſectarian errors and hexeſies, threat. 
ening the ruin and deſtruction of the true religion, a; 
well as liberty. This was particulaciy teſtified againſt 
by the ſyond of Fire, and others, inf conjunction with 
them, as wicked and intolerable, as oppoſite unto, and 
condemned by the ſoriptures of truth, Job xxxiv. 1, 
Deut. xiii. 1. to 12. Zech. xiii. 3. contrary to acts of al. 
ſembly and parliament; made againſt malignants their 


whom theſe ſectarians were compliers, ſuch as A 16th 
of Aenib. 1646, Sell. 1gch. Ad 26th, Zeſſ zd, parlic 
ment, Charles I. og") Ae 2 JuK 983 25 A ne 

A 949; Ths preſbytery do hereby heartily: approve and 
homologate the teſtimony borne unte the truths and 
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royal protvgatives of Our wy as King of Zion; by the 


aritneſſes and mar tyrs for te fame, from the Reftorarion 
lanno 1660, io the late Revolution, by proteſtations, de-. 
glarations, confiſtation of goods, bonds, impriſonmeft, 1 
| fering, even unto 
the death, (as noticed above,) by the impious revolters 
from the righteous laws of Gop, and overturners of the, 
juſt and equitable laws of men, both ſacred und civil; to k 
the: maintenance whereof, the greateſt part of thei 
tranſgreſſors had boumd themſelves, hy the moſt Tacret 


theimore dating and aggravated z and the teſtimony of 


the! fight of Gor, and!all good men, the more juſtifi 
able, Hal. exix. 139. My zeal hath confumed' me: be- 


as the dotrs of the law have the protmiſe of Juſtifleation, 
by the great Legiflator, Rom. ii. 13. ſo they ought to 
have the wpprobation' of his people, for doing of his wil 
© "And, as the Spirit diſcovers the church's duty not t 
conſiſt only in bearing wneſß unto the truth, and juft. 

10 
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HE ging Cunre confeſſors and martyrs, in their fantifal 
© W--hercuce: unto it; but alſo in teſtifying againſt in;'an@ 
is Wl condemning the wieked for their wickedneſs 5for which 
on alſo, we have che precedent of the reformed and cove- 
- Lefection and wickedneſs of che forementioned periods 
W. Lage uud pretdyiery did, and hereby do devlare and 


„ eigy, E eee Nom: 2 weaker 
0 1, Againſt that prime and leading ſtep of defection, 
, fl the public reſolutions, a ſcheme projected by that arch- 


u hppoerite and traitor to Gop, Charies II. for ihe rein- 
40 troduction of men of the ſame wicked and malignant 
ſpirit with bimſelf, into places of public truſt in the na- 
tion; men, the moſt of wtiem had been formerly ex- 
communicated: by the church, and excluded from all 
and BY offce-bearing in the commonwealth, by the frates, in 
weir act of claſſes, as being avowed and obſtinate ene- 


* mies to God and to their country. The which ſcheme, 
= approven of and put in execution, with the conſent of a 


corrupt part of the miniſtry of the church called after- 
6th Bi wards reſolutioners; made way for that ſad and bloody” 
cataſtrophe,'which'after befel'the poor ohurch of CuRIsT 
___ Dee . Tis oo ER us 
* 2dly; They declare and teſtify againſt the uſurpation 
and or Oliver Cromwell, with thoſe who ſubjected themſelves 
unto, and owned his authority; againſt his treacherous 
invaſion of this land, contrary to the public oaths and 
vows, and covenant union of the nations; together with 
his ſectarian principles, and wicked toleration, then ob- 
truded upon them. en ee 9 ee 
zaly, They declare and teſtify againſt the reſtoration 
of Charles II. 1660, unto the government of theſe cove- 
nanted lands, after he had fo plainly diſcovered his ſpirit 
and deſigns, in the matter of the public reſolutions. - On 
account of which treacherous and double dealing with 
Gop and man, hie was, in the Lord's holy and adorable 
providence, juſtly ſecluded from the government, and 
lived an exile for the ſpace of ten years; but by means of 
his malignant public refolution' friends, he wäs again, 
by might, the“ not of right, reſtored, without To much 
as his adherence ſought to thoſe Oaths, which he had 
formerly ſo ſolemnly ſworn, Add to this, che church? 
ſnfnl fllenee, thro” the influence of the backflidden re- 
ſolution party therein; ſo that, at the convention of the 
, Wpretended; parliament, anno 1661, conſiſting moſtly of 
Us ; - KY. nk | perſons 


16] 


penens of known diſaffection to the RON PEN elected 
of purpoſe to ſerve the king's traiterous deſigus, there 
as not To, much as a ptoteſtation for civil or religious 
liberties. and privileges: offered .thereunts; but the vile 
perſon (as he 1 fully declared himſelf,) was 


- Fenn, tho illegally,. ex alte. 

Aby, As the preſbytery find themſelyes in duty bound 
| to teſtify againſt this moſt unhappy reſtoration of Charles 
II. ſo, of neceſſary and juſt conſequence, they declare 
againſt the whole of his uſurped and tyrannical admini. 
ſtration, particularly againſt kis bla ſphemous and heaven- 
dar ing eccleſiaſtical ſupremacy, againſt the act reſciſſory, 
declaring null and void the | covenants;, preſbyterian 
church government, and all the las made in fayours of 
the true religion ſiuce the year 1638: be wicked anni- 
verſary thankſgiving day, in memory, of the reſtoration; 

| The rereſtabliſſimenit of diocefan and eraitian Prelacy: 
His publicly and ignominiouſly burning of gur ſolemn 
covenants, after pretending to nullify-their obligation : 
With all his cruelty, tyranny, oppreſſion and bloodſhed, 
under colour; and without form of law, exerciſed upon 

the Lorp's people, during the whole of his reign. 
5thiy, They again teſtify againſt the treachery, of theſe 
eovenanted lands, in, their advancing ;(contrary to our 
ſolemn covenants and all. law and: 1 0008 Fames. duke 
k of York, a profeſſed Papiſt; and avowed malignant, to 
the throne of theſe realms. As alſo;' they teſtity againſt 


his Car18T dethroning | ſupremacy, and antichriſtian 
indulgences and toleration flowing from that wicked 
fountain: His horrid and cruel maflacring and murder- 
ing of the ſaigts and ſervants. of the Moſt High with all 
his, other vickednels We ſpecificd In? bike foregoing 
e 

Upon, the. whole, the. * 8 . and reſtify 
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all the affronts done unto. the Son of .Gov, 
and open ls made upon his crown and kingdom: 
All the different ſteps of apoſtacy from a work of retor- 
mation; and all the helliſh rage and cruelty exerciſed 
againft the people of Gon. during the foreſaid period of 
aendern ede on by cbeſe fe e dpioug Weather, 
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Containing the graimds if the preſpyteryit „ ee 


the conflitiitions both civil ae at the 5 — 
' tation, ann 1689 ;' as alſo, 1 ainft the groſs Erafl aſltaniſni 
and tyranny, that bas attended the Gall het: both of 

© church an 1455 ute that memorable haart - with vari- 
| eine hefegz Scl 5 Nr 27 94 loft 
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Ar 28.1 years, had, becauſe of their manifold ſins, 
ſorely plagnedichls church and nation with r rie vous 
yoke. of prelatical tyranny, bloodſhed, oppreflion and 
ery perſecution, and thereby had covered t 1 
of Zign with a {Slope in his anger, and caſt down from 
heaven unto the earth the beauty of Iſrael, and had 
thrawh do 4 his wrath. the Ring g holds of the 
daughter © 5 t them dow. even to 
the —— he was aa 12 . 41 55 overeignity, to 
ppt n ar tor that barbarous crucky that was exerciſed 

his people, at. the laſt national ee by the 
inſtrumentality of the prince and princes of Orange: 
the which is che more remarkable, in that thoſe, whom 
the Lon v employed as the rod of his anger, to ſtrike off 
ihat manſtrous tyratit James duke of York from the Bri- 
iſh throne, were natural branches ſprung. up from a 
ſame ſtock x And this at a juncture, 7755 TX Ky! thy 
church of Cnztsr was in the greateſt dan 
_ — — but the 5 L din hazard of 


e all _ ordinances 5 G in ER PRE 
to theix ſcriptural inſtitution: , 8s, | how deeply is 
it ia be dented. that, fnltead heat: tlie mul trade 


of his r mercies bein fotgotten, there was a C | 


ing, but not to the Moſt High; yea, à turning aide 

a. deceitful bow 1 ſo that, in 1 reſpects, our nati onal 

1 4 is now increaſed aboye what it was in former cies | 
herefore, as. the  preſbytery. deſire. wich the, ptmo 


graticude, to acknowledge the divine goodneſi, in Sing 
A MEN from the hot. furnace, of e 


wiſe 


ce 


f jt 1 


| likewiſe find themſelves; in duty to their princely Maſter 


and his people, dbligett'to teſtify. and declare againſt 
foreſaid revolution ſettlement, in a variety of particulars, 
With the many defections and baekſlidings flowing there. 
from. Likeas they hereby do teſtify againſt the conſti. 
tutions, both civil and eceleſiaſtic, at the Revolution, 
anno 1689, in theſe reſpects, and for theſe rcaſons: 
I, Becauſe that in the. civil conſtitution, theſe na. 
tions once united together in a ſcriptural and covenanted 
uniformity, unmindful of their former eſtabliſhment 
| upon a divine mou wherein king and people were to 
de of one perfect religion, and the fapreme magiſtrate 
obliged by folemn oath to maintain and ' preſerve the 
ſame inyiolable, did call and invite-HFiliiam and May 
prince and princeſs of Orange, unto the poſſefſion of the 
royal power in theſe lands, in n to the 
- word of Gop, as Dent. xvii. 15. 4 Ih 
« wiſe ſet him king over thee whom che Lox p thy Gon 
% ſhall chooſe: One from among thy brethren ſhalt 
te thou ſet king over thee: Thou mayſt nor ſet a ſtranger 
c over thee, which is not thy brother.” 1 Sant. xxiii. 3. 
1 The Gop of Ifracl, faid, the Rock of Hrael ſpake to 
« me, He that ruleth over men, muſt be juſt, ruling in 
« the fear of Gon.“ e 30, OC IITIER 
In oppoſition to theſe clear precepts, the nations did 
chooſe the forefaid perſons to fway the eit ſceptre over 
them, who were neither brethren by birth, nor religious 
profeſſion, being educate in a church where Eraſtianiſm 
prevails, as appears from their aſcribing ſuch an exten- 
five power to the civil magiſtrate, às is inconſiſtent with 
the intrinſic power of the church. Accordingly, by 
theſe principles, faid prince of Orange did "regulate his 
conduct, in the aſſumption of his regal authority, con- 
ſenting to ſwear two diſtinct oaths, whereby he obliged 
himfelf 'to preſerve and maintain the two diſtin&t'and 
contrary religions (or modes of religions worſhip,) Preſ- 


- bytery and Prelacy, and ſo betrayed both to Gop and 


man his politic, worldly views, and proclaimed himſelf 


diesue of chat truth and religious fear, which is the 


eſſentiat character of every perſon who may warrantably 
be inveſted with ſupreme authority over the IIrael of 
op. And as they wanted fcriptural, fo likewiſe cove- 
nant qualifications, namely, known integrity, approven 
fidelity, conſtant affection, and zeal to the ' cauſe and 
true church ot Gop ; and therefore could not in a con- 
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ſiſtency 
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ou ſhalt in any. 
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Gicncy. with the covenanted conſtitution, and. funda- 
mental laws of che crown, be ſet up as king and queen 
of theſe covenanted.lands. / 

Again, as during the perſecuting period, the nations 
generally were involved in the guilt-of perjury and deep 
apoſtacy, by the many ſinful contradictory teſts, oaths 
and bonds then impoſed; ſo, in a particular manner, 
thoſe who, by virtue of their birth and dignity, ought 
to have been the defenders of the nation's privileges both 
ſacred and civil, on the contrair, as privy counſellors to 
the two impious brothers in their rage againſt the Loxp 
and his Anointed, and as members of their iniquous 
parliaments, (where perverting equity and juſtice, they 
framed the moſt heaven-daring and abominable miſchic 
into a law, and then with the utmoſt cruelty proſecute 
the ſame), had many of them brought themſelves under 
the fearful guilt of theſe atrocious .crimes of murder, 
perjury, tyranny and oppreſſion, and thereby, accord- 
ing to the law, both of Gop and man, not only forfeited 
their lives, had the ſame been duly executed ; hut alſo 
diveſted themſelves of all juſt right and title to act the 
part of the nations repreſentatives, in chooſing and in- 
ſtalling any in the office of ſupreme civil governopr, un- 
til at leaſt they had given ſuitable evidence of their re- 
pentance. Vet ſüch were the. conſtituent members of 
that committee of eſtates, and firſt parliament, employed 
in the Revolutios ſetilement, without fd much as mak» 
ing any ſuĩitable public aknowledgement of their wicked- 
nels, in the active hand the generality of them had in 
the former bloody perſecution, as appears from a com- 
parative view of 5 liſts of the members of parliament, 
and particularly the duke of Yor#'s laſt parliament, with 
act ſecond, of che acts and orders of the meeting of e- 
ſtates, amo 1689: Yea, by viewing the liſts of ames 
VII. his-priyy council, annexed by Modrow to the ſecond 
volume of his hiſtory, it is evident, that a great number 
of the nobility alone, members that bloody council, 
were alſo memhers of foreſaid convention of eſtates, the 
members of which convention, (ſeven biſhops excepted), 
were exactly the ſame with the members of the firſt par- 
liament at the Revolution. For this, compare ſecond 
act of the; meeting of cſtates, with act firſt, parliament | 
firſt of M illium and Mary... By all Which it is evident, 
that from princes who had. thus removed the bound, 
and diſcovered uo juſt remorſe for their Are ons 


lieſſion of thoſe . A and on dere 


t 1 
Uttle g ground left to expect a R Jippy tabliueiont of rell. 


2 in reſtoring the flock: R1IST to the full pof- 


with he had made them 
The character of the conſtituent eee: velag con- 
ſidered, the conſtitution itſelf, and/wherein' it is incon. 


Aſtent with our, covenanted eſtabliſhment 8 is there. 


fore hereby teſtified, againſt, comes next to confidered, 
Altho” the declaration of che meeting of eſtates in this 


kingdom; containing their claim of right, comprehended 


much. more of heir civil liberties, and formal rights of 


government, than was enjoyed under -the Sober wade: 


ſtrous tyranny, yet, by no means [ſufficiently provided 
for the legal eſtabliſhment of 3 happy reform 


ed conſtitution, which neceffaryy obliged the civil ruler 
to employ their power to maintain, and defend not only 
the doctrine, but alſo the 1 worſhip, diſci- 
pline and government, as the only and unalterable form 
inſtituted by CHRIST in his houſe: Whereas this crave; 
the abolition of Prelacy, and the ſuperiority of any of- 
fice i in the church above, preſbyters'in Scotland, ſimply 2 
it hath been a great and inſupportable grievance and trov-· 
ble to this nation, and contrary to the mclinations of 
the generality of the people ever ſince the re formation 
from Popery, without 1 the divine right of 
Preſbytery, and the contrariety: of Frelaey to ſcripture 

revelation. In agrecablenefs to which demand, when 
the firſt parliament met in Scotland immediately after the 
Revolution, which begun the day of April 1689, in 
AF zd, Seſf. ri, intitted,. 49 aboliſhing Prelacy, they 2 


bontheg Frelacy for the foreſaid reaſon, and further de- 


clare, that they will ſertle by lau that church govern- 
ment in this kingdom, which is moſt agreeable to the in- 


clinations of the people. mee in the Theol 


ſeſſion of che ſame parliament, Ad 17 5th, ep! „1690 
he parliament eſtabliſhing the Preſbyter Tm 


arch -go 
vernment and diſcipline, as-it'had been ratified and cft> 
bliſtied by the 114th, A, Famer VI. Pe, 12th, ann 

I 592, reviving, renewing, "and confirming the. foreſai 
act of parliament, in the whole. heads thereof, excep 


_ that part of it relating to patronages; lafterwards to be 


conſidered of. Likewiſe, in the above mentioned act u 
the Revolution, the 35 chapters of the Weftmiinfer Con- 
\ feffion of Faith, (excluſive of the'edtechiſins, direftor 


"for worſhip, and form' of church OT nay "room 
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licly avthoriſed, and covenants national and ſulema ; 
Ee e ratified/and eſtabliſhed by the parliament: 
And the ſaid Confeſſion being read in their preſence, 
was voted and approven by them, as the public aud a- 
vowed Confeſſion of this church, without taking any 
notice of its ſcriptural authority. And further, in the 
ſame ſeſſions of parliament, by the royal power allenarly, 
the firſt meeting of the general aſſembly of chia church, 
as above eſtabliihed, was appointed to be held at Edin- 
hurgh, the 'third Tburſday of October following, the ſame 
year 1690. And by the ſame civil authority and 
ſaid act, many of the churches in Scotland were dec 
e 3077 Red, ni: renigor Baby 
ay, The preſbytery teſtify againſt. the eceleſiaſtic 
conſtitution at the Revolution; particularly, in regard, 
1, That the members compoſing the ſame, were no 
lefs, if not much more exceptionable, than thaſe of 
whotn the ſtate conſiſted; the whole of them one way 
or other, being juſtly chargeable with unfaithfulneſs to 
Cunts r, and his covenanted cauſe, by finful and ſcat - 
dalous compliance with the public defections of the for- 
mer times, or actively countenancing thie malignant a- 
poſtacy of the lands; which will appear evident, by 
conſidering,” that the Revglution- church conſiſted of 
ſuch office-bearers, as had, in contradiction to their 
moſt ſolemn covenant engagements, fallen in with, and - 
approven of the public Feſolutions: And theſe, public 
2 —— vrhochad betrayed the Loxp's cauſe, Thich 
they had in the moſt ſolemn manner ſworn. to maintain, 
were; without any public acknowledgment demanded or 
offered, or adequate cenſure inflicted (even, aten that 
the Lon p had remarkable teſtiſied his diſpteatore-againk” „ PT 
chat leading ſtep of defection, by ſuffering theſe: vipers, 
which we thus took into aur boſom, to ſting us almoſt 
to death,) for this their ſcandalous defection and per- 
jury, admitted and ſuſtained members of the Revolution 
church. Again, the Revolution aſſembly conſiſted of 
ſuch miniſters as had ſhamefully changed their hol 
of Cyris 7, and ſinfully ſubmitted; in the exertiſe 
their miniſtry, to an exotic head, Charles II. hochad, 
by virtue of his. blaſphemous r abſolunre 
power, taken the power of the keys from CurrsTis - | 
. miniſters, and afterwards; returning only one of hem, 
vi. the key of doctrine), to ſuch as accepred his Anti- 
chriſtian church: deſtroying, and CHR Is T- dethroning in- 
„ oo dulgences, 
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attended with ſuch ſinful Knleons and re- 
ſtriktions, as were utterly inconſiſtent wich miniſterial 
freedom and faithfulneſs, declaring the ac cepters to be 
men- pleafures, and ſo. not the ſervants of CHuis r; (of 
vhich above.) Of this ſtamp were the moſt of them, 
who;! without any public acknowledgment: of that borrid 
affront they had put upon the church's True Heap, 
dared to conſtitute and act as the ſupreme. judicatory of 
the church of CRI, anno 1690. Again, the fore- 
Ä eee was almoſt wholly formed of ſuch as had 
z accepted of, and pretended 10 return a 
— letter of thanks for that blaſphemous un- 
: bounded toleration, which that popiſh tyrant, the Duke 
of Fort (as is noticed formerly) granted, with a ſpecial 
view to reintroduce abjured Papery; and therefore, 
whilſt it extended its protection to every hereſy, did ex- 
clude the pure preaching of the goſpel in the fields: 
Which toteration (according to #odrow,). was joyfully 
embraced. by all the Preſbyterian miaiſters in Scotland, 
the Honoured Mr. Rxx w IcR only excepted, who faith- 
bully proteſted againit the ſame. 

; But further, the Revolution aſſembiy did partly conſiſt 
of ſuch members, as, contrary to our ſolemn covenants, 
Had their conſciences dreadfully polluted; by conſenting 
unto, ſubſcribing, and ſwearing ſome one or other of 
the Gnful wicked oaths, teſts and bonds, tyrannically im- 
12 in the perſecuting period, or by perſuading others 

take them, and ceclining to give warning of the dan- 

ger of chem, or by approving the warrantableneſs of gi- 
viag ſecurity to the bloody council, not to exerciſe their 
miniſtry, but according to their pleaſure. Moreover, 

| _—_ were all, 1 manifeſtiy guilty of the fin of 
carrying on and maintaining ſchiſm and defection from 

— eee church of Ch! in Scotland. As allo, 
-(which-from the hiſtory of theſe times is evident, ) the 
ruling elders in that afſembly, being generally noblemen, 
gentlemen, and burgeſſes, were moſtly ſuch, as had an 
aclive hand in the Manny and perſecuuon that preceed- 
- 6d; and in one reſpect or other, were ſtained with the 
. blood of che Martyrs of Jesvs, Thus, that aſſembly 
-was packed up, chiefly, of ſueh blacked complicrs, as, 
one way-or other, were deeply involved in the apoſtacy, 
| bloodſhed and cruelty of the: preceeding period, yet had 
not broke off their iniquities, by a public confeſſion of 
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found, that any adequate cenſure: was inflifted on any of 


againſt the Revolrrion church, as conſiſting moſtly.o : 15 


ſoch ſcandalous ſohiſmatieal members, 4s could mot, ixi 
x conſiſtency” with the ſcriptural rule, and laudable acts o 
this reformed church, have been admitted to chureh pri- 
vileges, far leſs co bear office in the houſe of Goo 43 amib 
at leaft, they' had been duly purged from their aggra- 
vated foandals, and given evident figns of a real repent= 
ance; according to the word of Gon, 2 Cron. AAA. 3. 
For they could not keep the paſſover at that time, he- 
« cauſe the prieſts had not ſanctified them ſelves fuſſicĩem - 
« ly. And Eael. xliv. to. And the Levites that are: 
« gone away far from me, when Iſrael went aſtray, 
« which went aſtray away from me after their idols, 
© they ſhall ev bear their iniquity.“ ver. 19. nd 
« they ſhall not eome near unto me, to do the officer 
a prieſt unto me, nor to come near to any of my holy 
e things; in the moſt holy place z but they ſhall bear 
their ſhame, and their ubominations which they have. 
te committed. 4 i G1 '# 2 12 13 77 Nie {| IN e 
Next, the preſbytery declare and teſtify againſt the 
Revolution church, becauſe plainly Eraſtian, and utter 
ly inconſiſtent with che covenanted- conſtitution of the 
reformed church of Scotiand, anno 1648; The truth of- 
which charge will appear obvious, from conſdering the 
act of parliament, on which the civil power fettled the . 
conſtitution of the Revolution church, viz, 2 4. 
James VI. Parl. v2th'y where, inte- alia, it id en # 
declared, “ That it ſhall be lawful to the kirk miniz 
« ſters, every year at leaſt, and oftener, pro vr m as 
© occaſion and neeeſſity fall require, to hald and keepe 
« general aſſetmblies, providing that the kitig's mujeſty, 
« or his commiſſioner wich them, to be appointed 
* be his highneſs to be preſent at ilk general aſſembly, 
before the diſſolving thereof, nominate and ap- 
*. poynt time and place, quhen and quhale the next 
general aſſemblie ſall be balden: And zu caſe nets 
« ther his'majeſty nor his ſaid commiſſioner beis preſem 
“ for the time, in that town, quhair the ſaid generat 
« aſſembly beis halden, then, and in that cafe, it ſhalt » 
"be leſum for the ſaid general aſſembly, be them- 
« ſelves, to nominate and appoint time and place; quhair 
« the next general afſembly of the kirk fall be keeped 
' and Halden, ns they have been in uſe to do iheſe times 
Ek * „ „„ 
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--bypaſt?' Here, in this act, a manifeſt invaſſon and 
traitorogs attack is made upon the headſhip and ſupre- 
Macy of CRRIer, as a So in, and over his own houſo, 
_ He ho is God's anointed Kix d in Zion, and ſits on 
che: throne of his holineſs, is hereby robbed of his crown 
rights ; the intrinſic powor, the ſpiritual liberty, and 
freedom, granted by CnHRISTH t6 his church, is enerbach- 

ed upon. It is 4 received opinion among all true Preſhy. 
terians, that the church hath an intrinſic power to meet 

in the courts of Naw "oy houſe, from Ay DR 
igheſt, by virtue of the pawer-committed to her by the 
3 — without depeadenee on the civil 
power. This is agrerable to ſeripture, Matib. xvi. 19, 
and xviii. 18, 19, where the apoſtles receive the keys 
immediately from the hands of CH RUTH their Lord and 
Maſter: And as one principal part of that truſt CHRIST 
nas committed to his church, this has been the conſtant 
plea of the reforming and reformed Preſhyterian church 
of Scotland. Let us hear what that rengyned and faith- 
ful miniſter, and venerable confeſſor for CHRISr, the 
Rev. Mr. Jonx WL 8H, ſays to this particular, in his 
letter to the Counteſs of Migion, from Blackne/r, 1606, 
vhen a priſoner for this ſame truth. Having aſſerted 
the independence of the church, che ſpiritual kingdom 
of Cur18T, uport any earthly monarch, and her fret, 
dom to meet and judge of all her affairs; he adds, 
„ Theſe two points, 1½, That CHRIST is HRA of bis 

: church. ad, That ſhe is FREE in her gover gent 

c from all other juriſdictions, except CHAT T's: Theſe 

«© two points, I ſay, are the ſpecial cauſes of our impri- 
ec ſonment, being now convict as traitors for maintain- 

„„ ing thereof : We have been ever waiting with joyful. 
© neſs to give the laſt teſtimony of our blood in confir. 

, mation thereof, if it ſhould pleaſe our Gor ta be fo 
«favourable as to honour us with that dignity. Tes, 

„ do affirm, that theſe, two points above written, and 

ec all other things that do belong to CHRIST 'S O 
„ 3CEPTRE AND K1NGDOM, are not ſubject, nor can- 

e not be, to any other authority, but to his awn alto- 

ec gether: So that I would be glad to be ↄffered up 28 

de facrifice for ſo gloriqus a truth.“ So far he. But 
no this aſſembly of  #reacherous men, by ſettling them- 
ſelves upon ſuch a conſtitution, have openly given up 
with this ſeriptural truth and | Preſbyterian-..principle 

_  kanded down to us, ſealed with the ſufferings and voy”! 
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blood ok the faithful Contzstons and Mak R of 
Cunts r, and have conſenteèd that it is unlawfül for tbe | 
office-bearers in the Lor D's Houſe, to exert their proper ; 7; 
power in calling and appointing general aſſemblies, how- 
ever loudly the neceffity of the church may call for them, 

unleſs the king authoriſe their diet of meeting, which he 
may; or may not do, according to his pleaſure. 
Again, it is evident, that the Revolution church is 
conſtitute in the fame eraſtian manner with the late Pre- 
hcy in Scotland. For proof of which; obſer ve, that as 
Prelacy was never ecclefiaſtically aſſerted to be of divine 
authority, neither has preſbytery, by any explicit and 
formal act of aſſembly ar, or ſince the Revolution. As 
the prelates high eccleſiaſtical court was called, adjourn- 
ed and diſſolved in the king's name; ſo likewiſe dre the 
aſſemblies of the Revotution church. As the Bpiſeopa- - 
lians owned tlie king, in the exertiſe 'of Ris eraſtian ſu- 
premacy over them, ſo the Revolution church, inſtead 
of oppoſing, did take up her ſtanding under the covert 
of that antichriſtian ſupremacy, and hath never ſince,  - 
declined the exerciſe thereof. And as the eivil power 
3 Umits unto, and at pleaſuxe altered the pre- 
atic church, fo this church hath-accepted. of a- fur mula 
preſcribed by the civil power, requiring, chat all the or- 
dinances within the ſame be performed by the miniſters 
thereof, as they were then allowed them, or ſhould 
h thereafter be declared by their authority, as act 2 zd, 
dent i V- Ach. part. iſt, 1693, expreſly bears, By what is above . - 
heſe it may appear, that this church is eruſtian in her conſti- 
pri-. tution. But it is further to be obſerved, that the preſent 
ain- conſtitution is no leſs inconſiſtent with the frriptural 
ful. and covenanted conſtitution of the churcli of Scotlami, 
wir: i im regard that the retrograde conſtitution; to which the 
> ſo chiirch fled back, and on which ſhe was ſertled' at the 
Len Revolution, was but an infant ſtate of the church, lately 
and after her firſt reformation from Popery; far inferior to 
her advanced ſtate betwixt 1638 and 1649 incluſive. It 
can. was before the church had ſhaken off the iritolerable 
Ito» — of eraſtian ſupremacy and patronages z before the 
had eecleſiaſtically aſſerted and practically maintained her 
Bu sr IRT UAL and £cKtPTURAL CLALNCOF RIGHT, name 
em- ly, the divine right of preſbytery, and intrinſick power 
up of the church, the two ſpecial gems of 'Taxrts T's ern, 
dip i as KING on his holy hill of Zrox 3 before the explana- 
arc W tion of the national covenant, as condetnning epiſcopacy, 
* ; 7 922) TO DIO IND HTS 2 he 
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the five articles of Perth, the civil, power of church. men; 
before the ſolemn league and covenant, was entered into; 
before the Hefminſter .Confeffion. of Faith, . the. Care. 
chiſtas larger and leſſer, the Directory for worſhip, 
Form of Prefbyterian church government, and ordination 
of miniſters, were compoſed; and before the acts of 
church and ſtate, for purging judicatories eccleſiaſtical 
and civil, and armies from perſons diſaffected to the cauſe 
and work of God, were made; and all theſe valuable 
pieces of reformation, ratified with the full and ampfe 
ſanction of the ſupreme civil authority, by the king' 
majeſty and honourable eſtates. of parliament, as. parts 
of the  covenanted uniformity in religion betwixt the 
churches of Chr1sT in Scotland, Engiand and Ireland: 
And therefore, this Revolution conſtitution amounts to x 
ſhameful. diſregarding, yea, diſclaiming and burying 
much (if not all) of the reformation attained to in that 
-memorable period, and is a virtual homologation and 

allowance ot the iniquous laws at the reſtoration, anno 
1661, condemning our GLORIOUS REFORMATION and 
-SACRED COVENANTS, as rebellion ; and is ſuch an ag. 
gravated ftep of defection and apoſtacy, as too clearly 
diſcovers this church to he fixed upon a different foot- 
ing, and to be called by another name, than the genuine 
n of the true covenanted church of CHRIS in 
Scot SP 1 | 


Beſidles what has been already noticed, reſpecting the 
ſinfulneſs both of the members conſtituent, and the con- 
ſtitutions at the Revolution; it is to be farther obſerved, 
as juſt matter of lamentation; that, at this period, when 
ſuch a noble opportunity was offered, no ſuitable endea- 
vours were made for reviving the covenanted cauſe and 
intereſt of our Ri DEEMER ; no care taken that the city 
of the Lok ſhould be built upon her own heap, and 
the palace remain after the manner thereof But, on 
ie contrary, a religion was then -<ſtabliſhed, not only 
exceeding far ſhort of, but in many particulars very in- 
conſiſtent with, and deſtructive of that hleſſed uniformi- I. 
ty in religion, once the glory of theſe. now degenerate . 
- les» The preſbytery therefore, in the next place, do. 
teſtify againſt the ſettlement of religion made at the Re- + 
volution, and that in theſe particulars following: 
I, Inſtead of aboliſhing Prelacy in England and Tre- 
und, as it had been abjured in the ſolemn league and 
covenant, and ſtands condemned by the word of 
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and fundamental laws of the nations, conform to the 
divine law, it was then, with all its . ceremonies, 
0; anew ſecured, confirmed and eſtabliſhed in both theſe 
te- Kingdoms, as the true religion; according to the word © 
ip, of Gov, to be publicly profeſſed by all the people; and 
on the ſupreme. civil magiſtrate ſolemnly ſworn at his in- 
af Bi auguration, both that he himſelf ſhall be of the epiſcopal 
cal Wa communion, and that he ſhall maintain inviolably the 
ſettlement of the church of England in the kingdoms of 
bie Fnglard and Treland, and territories thereunto belonging. 
plc Thus the Revolution has ratified the impious overthrow, 
ad ignominious burial of the covenanted reformation. 
ru ia theſe two kingdoms that was made in the perſecuting 
the period, and has fixed a legal bar in the way of their re- 
1d: formation, in agreeablenefs to the ſacred oath the three 
02 nations brought themſelves under to Gop Almighty. | © 
ing Wi © 24ly, As to the ſettlement of religion in Scotland, the 
that Wi preſbytery teſtify againſt it; 1/t, Becauſe it was a ſettle- 
and ment, which, inſtead of homologating and reviving the 
nn i covenanted reformation between 1638 and 1650, in pro- 
and i feſnon and principle, left the ſame buried under the in- 
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ag« ¶ famous act reſciffory, which did. at one blow, reſeind 
arly Wind annul the whole of the reformation, and authority 
oot- Neſtabliſhing the ſame, by making 4 retrograde motion, 
ain as far back as the 1592, without ever coming one ſtep - - 
r in 


forward ſince that time, and herein ated moſt contrary 
Wo the practice of our honoured reformers, who.uſed 
always. to begin where former reformations ſtopt, and 
after having removed what obſtructed the work of re- 
formation, went forward in building and. beautifying the 
houſe of the Lon o. wh: RE OT Tl Cong 

That this backward: ſettlement at the Revolution, was 
a glaring relinquiſhment of many of our valuable and 
happy atainments, in the ſecond and moſt advanced re- 
formation, (as ſaid is,) and conſequently, an open apo- 


„on Iſtacy and revolt from the covenanted conſtitution of the 
only church of Scotland, is ſufficiently evident, from the fore- | 
in- ¶ ſaid act of ſetilement 1690; where, (after having allow- 
rmi- Wed of the Weſtminſter Confeſſion,) they farther add, 


That they do eſtabliſh, ratify and confirm the Preſby- - 
© terian'church government and diſcipline, ratified and 
* eſtabliſhed by the 114th act, James VI. pati. 12th, 
n 1592,” 80 that this ſettlement includes nothing 


| Ire- Nnorę of the covenanted uniformity in theſe lands, than 
90, dhe 33 articles of the Confriboo of Fath, .whatiog 
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the ſcripture proofs. Again, that the Revolution fertls. 
ent of religion, did not aboliſh the act reſciſſory, nor 
ratify and revive any act, between 1638 and 1650, au- 
thoriſing and eftabliſhing the work of reformation, is 
clear from the ſame act: Wherein, after aboliſhing ſome 
acts anent the late prelacy in. Scotland, they declare, 
«« That theſe acts are aboliſhed, fo far allenarly, as the 
«* ſaid acts, and others, generally and particularly above 
* mentioned, are contrary: or prejudicial to, inconſiſtent 
« with, or derogatory from the Proteſtant religion, or 
* Preſbyterian church - government now eſtabliſhed.” 
Where obſcrye, that this general clauſe is reſtricted to 
acts and laws, in fo far only, as they were contrary to 
the religion ſettled in this act; and therefore, as this aq 
includes no part of the covenanted reformation, be- 
rween 1638 and 1649, ſo this reſciſſary clauſe aboliſhes 
laws, not as againſt, foreſaid reformation, but only, in 
ſo far as they ſtrike againſt the Revolution ſettlement, 
which the act reſciſſory could not do. Again, in ano- 
ther clauſe of che ſame act, it is added, “Therefore, 
< their majeſties do hereby revive and ratify, and per- 
„ petually confirm all laws, ſtatutes, and acts af parlia- 
vc ment, made againſt (4 „and Papiſts.” The only 
reaſon that can be given . revival of laws, not a- 
gainſt Prelacy, bur ep when aboliſhing Prelacy, is, 
that the parliament, excluding the covenanted reforma- 
tion from this ſettlement of religion, . reſolved to let the 
whole of it lic buried under the act reſciſſory. For as, 
in reality, there were no laws made expreſly againſt Pre- 
Jacy, before 1 592, but againſt. Popery and Papiſts ; ſo, 
pad they ſaid, Laws againſt Prelacy and Prelates, they 
thereby would have revived ſome of the laws made by 
the reforming parliaments, betwixt 1640 and 1650; 
wherein biſhops and all other Prelates, rhe civil-places 
and power of kirkmen, &c. are expreſſy condemned. 
Again, in the foreſaid act, they confirm all the articles 
of the 114th Ad, 1592, except the part of it anent pa- 
tronages, which is to be afterwards confidered. Nov, 
had the Revolution 'parliament regarded the reforming 
laws to have been revived, and ſo the act reſciſſory to be 
_ reſcinded, by their 4% 5th, 1690, they would. not bave 
left this particular to be again conſidered of, ſeeing pa- 
tronages were entirely aboliſhed by an act of parliament 
16493 but having the ball at their foot, they now aCted, 
as would beſt ſuit with their political and workdly 1 
. ; | ce 
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Once more obſerve,'that when the Revolution parliament '  * 
ratified the act 1592, they take no notice of its having 
been done before by a preceedin parliament in 1649. 
All which plainly ſays, that the reforming laws and au- 
thority of the parliaments, by which they were made, 
are not regarded, as now in force. To conclude this 

articular, If the ſettlement of religion, made in 1690, 
E and ratified the authority of our reforming 
liaments, and laws made by them, then, as chels 
obliged the king to ſwear the covenants before his coro- 
nation, and all ranks to ſwear them, and obliged to root 

out malignancy, ſectarianiſm, &. and to promote uni- 
formity in doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and government, 

in the three nations: fo the Revolution ſettlement would 

have obliged all to the practice of the ſame duties, and 
that, before ever king or any under him, could have 
been admitted to any truſt 3 while all that would nor 
comply therewith, would have been held as' enemies, 
not only to 1 but to their king and country alſo, _ 

as Was the caſe when reformation flouriſhed : But, as 
the very reverſe of this was authoriſed and practiſed at 
the Revolution, it convincingly diſcovers, that the ſettle - 
ment of religion made in 1690, left the whole of che re- 
formation attained to, ratified and cftabliſhed by ſolemn 
oaths and civil laws, betwixt 1640 and 1649, buried un- 
der that ſcandalous and wicked act reſciſſory, framed b 
that tyrant, . Charle: II. after bis reſtoration. © Nor is 
there to be found, in all the acts, petitjons, ſupplica- 
tions and addreſſes made by the aſſemblies, at or ſince 
the Revolution, any thing importing à deſire to have 
that blaſphemous act reſcinded, which ſtands in full ; 
force, to the perpetual infamy and diſgrace of the Revo 
lution fettlement of religion, ſo much gloried in by the 
greateſt part, as happily eſtabliſne eg. 

2d, The preſbytery teſtify againſt the Revolution ſet- 

tlement of religion, not only as including avowed apo- 
ſtacy from the covenanted conſtitution of the reformed 
church of Scotland, and a traitorous giving up of the in- 
tereſts and rights of Car1isT, our Lon p and REDE EM- 
ER, in theſe, and eſpecially in this land; but alſo, as it 
is an eraſtian ſettlement, which will appear, by conſider- 
ing, , The antiſcriptural method then taken, in eſta- 
bliſhing religion: Inſtead of ſetting the church foremoſt 
in the work of the Loxp, and the ſtate coming after, 
and ratifying by their civil ſanction what the IT 
ale” | ne 3 
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done z the Revolution parliament inverted this beautiful | 


% 


% Confeſſion of 6 | | 
e voted and approven by them, as the public and :yow- 


order, both in aboliſhing Prelacy, ſettling Preſhytery, 
and ratifying the Confeffion of Faich, as the ſtandard of 
doctrine to this church; ½, In aboliſhing Prelacy, as 
it was not at the defire of the church, but of the eſtates 


of Scotland ; ſo the parliament did it in an eraſtian man- 


ner, without conſulting the church, or, regarding that 
it had been aboliſhed by the church, amo 1638, and by 
the ſtate, 1640, tn confirmation of what the church had 
done. "Thus; Ad zd, 1689. *tis faid, „The king: and 
© queen's majeſties with the eſtates of parliament, do 
cc hereby aboliſh Prelacy.” Again, when. eſtabliſhing 
preſbytery, AA gth 1690, they act in the ſame eraſtian 
manner, whereby the order of the. houſe of Gon was 
inverted in the matter of government; in regard the 


| ſertlement of the government of the church, in the firſt” 
| inſtance, properly belongs to an ccclefiaſtical judicatory, 


met and conſtitute in the name of the Lokd Jesus 
Cur1sT; and it is afterwards the duty of the ſtate, to 
give the ſanction of their authority to, the fame. This 
Eraſtianiſm further appears in the parliament's conduct 
with reſpect unto the Confeſſion of Faith : See ad 5th, 
el. 2d, p41, 1ſt, wherein thus they expreſs themſelves ; 
« Likeas they, 4 on preſents, ratify and. eſtabliſh the 

zith, now read in their preſence, and 


c ed confeſſion of this church.” Hence it is obvious, 
that the | parliament, by ſuſtaining themſelves proper 
judges of doctrine, encroached upon the intrinſic power 
of the church: They read, voted, and approved the 
Confeſſion of Faith, without ever referring to, or re- 
garding che act of the general aſſembly 1647, or any o- 
ther act of reforming aſſemblies, whereby that confelton 


was formerly made durs, or ever ſo much as calling an 


aſſembly, to vote and approve. that confeſſion of new. 
That the above conduct of the ſtate, without regarding 
the church in her aſſemblies, either paſt or future, is 
groſs Eraſtianiſm, and what does not belong, at firſt 
inſtance, to the civil magiſtrate, but to the church re- 
preſentative, to whom the Lon p has committed the ma- 


nagement of the affairs of his ſpiritual kingdom, may 


appear from theſe few ſacred texts, beſides many others, 


namely, Numb. i. 50, 51. But thou ſhalt appoint the 
ic. Levites over the tabernacle of teſtimony, and over 


et all the- veſſels thereof, and over all the things that 
bk wtf gone. dt Sree 


* 


] 


e e een e e 
ee e They ſhall bear me dbetpgcle and al 
Wl «he veils thereot, and they bell minder ate ie, 
: « and ſhall encamp round about. the tabernacle 3. 4 
7 « when the tabernacle ſotteth forward, the Levites ſhall 
a « take it down, and when the tabernacle is to be piich- 
1 « ed,: the Ms, Mall 165.3 up, and the ſtranger chat 
7 % comet 9 pl put to death.” See alſo chapters 
a and jy. throughout; allo Heut. xxxili. 8, 0. 1 Chron. 
4 NV. 2- 4 Cre ix, 11. Ezra x. 4. So Habid, when he 
o d felt che anger of che Loxp, for not obſerving his 
3 commandments. in this particular, ſays, 1 Ghron. xv. 12, 
13-:t0 Se: wide „ Sanctify yourſelves, that ye may 
„bring up the ark of the Lonp Gon of Iſrael. For 
« becauſe ye did it not at the firſt, che Lox p our Go 
« made a 1.8 4 upon us, for that we. ſoughit bim not 
« after the due order.” Likewiſe Hezekiahz à reform- 
ing king, did not himſelf, at firſt inſtance, let about re- 
forming and purging the houſe of Gop; but having call- 
ed Cn prieſts and, Leyites, ſays to them, 2 Chron. 
Mix. 5, Sanctify yourſelves, and ſauctify the houſe, of 
te the 1275 Gop of your fathers, and carry forth the 
„ flthineſs.out of che holy place 3 compared with: ver. 
11. Mal, ii. . Matih. xvi. 19.“ L vill give unio + 26k the 
« keys of,.the kingdom. of heaven : And it 18, 19. 
20., All power is given unto me, go ye therefore and 
« teach all nations, teaching them to obſerve all things 
% whatſoever, I have commanged you.“ From all which 
i N be. inferred, that as the Lord Ixsus CRS, 
the King and Lawgiver of his church, hath committed 
all the power of church matters, whether reſpecting 
the doctrine, or government thereof, to church officers, 
as the firſt proper receptacles thereof; ſo, for civil 
rulers, at firſt inſtance, by their own authority, to make 
alterations in the government of the church, and to 
ſettle. and emit a ſtandard. of doctrine to the church, is 
a, manifeſt, uſurpation of eccleſiaſtical, authority, and 
tyrannical encroachment upon the miniſterial oſſice. It 
needs only io be added, chat this Revolution conduct 
e b n of Faich iiſelf, iu x- 
ay preſs terms, (as well as in the holy ſcriptures,) chap. xxili. 
12 ſef?. zd, The civil magiſtrate may not aſſume to him 
the “ ſelf the adminiſtration of the word, or the power f 
ver “ the keys,” And alfo, by the beautiful practice of aur 
hat reformers, betwiat 1648 and 1649, who obſerved th 
ong beriptural order, the church always going foremoſt, ” | 


: 1 P [ 72 £3 ; 

all the ſeveral. pieces of reformation: attained to, tid 
then the "ſtate coming after, by exerting their avlthority, 
in rarificati6n and defence of the church's Acts and deed. 


_ "in'befkalf of reformation,” © NTT 
Aab, The Eraſtianiſm of this ſettlement of religion, 
appears plain from the act of parllament 1592, noticed 
| above, upon which the Revolution parliamiefit did found 
it, as in ack 5th, /. 2. 1690, by which che formen. 
tioned act 1 592, is ratified; revived, renewed and confirm: 
ed, in all the heads thereof, patronage excepted. Now, 
in regard that act 1592 contains an invaſion upon the 
*headſhip of CurtsrT; and intrinſic power of the church, 
-ahd”aſcribes an eraſtian power to the civil magiſtrate 
over the church, making it unlawful for the church i 
convocate her ſuperior judicatories, but in dependence 
upon the King for his licence and authority; and iu re- 
"gard the Revolution parliament did revive. and rener 
"this clauſe in foreſaid_ act 1592, as well as other heads 
thereof, it muſt needs follow, that this ſettlement ot re- 
gion cannot be | freed of the charge of Eraſtianiſm: 
Nor is it very ſtrange that ſtateſmen, Who had been edy- 
cated in the principles of Eraſtianiſm, ſhould be fond gf 
reviving an act that robbed CHRIST of his crown rights, 
and the church of Her ſpiritual liberty; but moſt ſur- 
-prifing, that profeſfed Preſbyterian miniſters. ſhould ſo 
_ greedily embrace and approve of Eraſtianiſm, as a valu- 
able and 3 deliverance to tie church of CHRIST 
In agreeableneſs to this eraſtian article of the above act, 
the parliament, in their act 1690, indicted and appointed 
Ge Belt general aſſembly, as a ſpecimen of their eraſtia 
- power over their new conſtituted church; and it has 
ever fince been the practice of the ſovereign, to call, di- 
ſolve and adjourn her aſſemblies at his pleaſure, and 
_ "ſometimes to an indefinite time. It is further obſervable, 
that the king's commiſſion to his repreſentative in afſem- 
bly, runs in a ſtile that evidently diſcovers, that he look: 
upon the affembly's power and right of conſtitution 4 
. _ -- ſubordinate to him. Thus it begins, Seeing by our d. 
b res an aſſembly it to meet, &c.” Yet notwithſtanding 
pf this, the aſſembly 1690, (nor any after, them fo f 
ag was ever known to the world) did not by any one for 
mal act and ſtatute exprefly condemn Eraſtianiſm, an 
explicitely aſſert the alone headſhip of Carisr, and tht 
-Intrifific, independent power of the church, in oppol 
"tion to theſe encroachments made thereupon, and wy 
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and . fore: may be juſtly conſtrued conſenters thereto, - "To 
ity, conelude this particular, of the Eraſtianiſm of the pre- 
ed ſent ſettlement of religion, it may be obſerved, that al- 


tho' the Revolution Parliament, from political A did, 
ion; 

iced 

und 
den- 
rms 
low, 


1y/s ſupremacy. over- all perſons. and in all cauſes ecclehaſti- 
cal; yet; from what, is above hinted, it may be inferred, 
chat the Revolution ſtate has ſtill preſerved the very — 


the WW Gibly they may have transferred i it from the perſon 

reli, N kiag, — conſidered; and lodged: it in the hand 
tratc of the king and parliament conjunctly, as, the, more pro- 
h 10 Bl per ſubject thereof :), For, in the Words af Mr. John 


ence 


Burnet; in his teſtimony againſt the indulgence, 5 — 


1 re« ¶ by Mr. #rown in his hiſtory of ihe enen To ſet- 
enen te, enact and emit conſtitutions, acts. and. orders, con- 
cads Wi © cerning matters, meetings and perſons eccleſiaſtical, ac- 
t re- 6 cording to royal pleaſure, (and parliamentary, i 18 much 
iſm: “ the fame), is the very ſubſtance and definition of his 
edu · i © majeſty's fupremacy,! as it is explained by his eſtates of 


nd of 


ghts, ting religion, 11 juſt to ſettle, enact and emit ſuch con- 
ſur- ¶ ſtitutioos, acts and orders concerning matters, meetings 
1d o and perſaris eccleũaſtical, according, to parliamentary, 
valu · ¶ inſtead; of mere royal pleaſure: and therefore the act 


157! 
e ad, 
jinted 
aſtian 
t has 
, dif- 


3 The truth of this will further pet by the 
equ 801-4 


. 817 2% 1 


„ and ligious, but a mere civil and political one; * not built 
vable, © upon the foundation of the apoſtles and prophets. 
aſſem· -<c Jests Cnnisr himſelf being the chief corner ſtone . 
look but upon the fluctuating inclinatioos of the people, as 


ion I che formal foundation thereof. For proof of which, 
conſider che acts of parliament relative to the, abolition 
of Prelacy, and- eſtabliſhment of preſbytery. . In conſe- 


ſtates of Scotland; the 3d, ſeſl- iſt, perl. 1689; de- 
claress „ That whereas the eſtates. of this kingdom in 
'* their claim of righea declared that Prelacy, and the 
cc ſuperjority-of any office, in the church above preſby- 


by A ist. /ef/- zd, reſeind the firſt act of ther facond.” - 
parliament of Charles; II. entitled, Al aſſerting bis majeſ- 


and ſubſtance of that blaſphemous. ſupremacy, (tho . 


40 parliament:“ :? But the Revolution act of parliament ſet- Op 


authoriſing the Revolution ſettlement. of religion, is the 2 
very ſubſtance and definuion of a royal parliamentary ſu- 


bY The oh rellify againſt the Revolution oh 
conſtitntion and ſettlement of religion, as it is not a re- 


quence of an article of the claim of right made by the e- 


th binde in ond hath Hen Nene an, 5 
27 n 


tn) 
ee ance to this nation, and contrary to the inclinations 
et of the generality of the people ever fince the reforma. 
tion, they having been reformed from Popery by 
e preſbyters, and therefore to be aboliſhed: Our love 
«© zeign lord and lady, with advice and conſent of the 
ert eſtates of parliament, do hereby aboliſh Prelacy, and 
c all ſuperiority of any office in the church in this king. 
et. dom above preſbyters; and do declare, that they, 
ec with advice foreſaid, will ſettle by law that church. 
4 government in this kingdom, which is moſt agreeable 
cc to the inclinations of the people.“ Agrecable to this, 
one of king William's inſtructions to the parliament 1690, 
is, „Tou are to paſs an act eſtabliſhing that church 
government which is moſt agreeable to che inclination 
4 of the people.“ Accordingly we have the act 51h 
fell. 2d, 1690, ſeitling Preſbyterlan church- government 
in the ſame form, and on the ſame footing. And ſo 
much king William, who, doubtleſs, was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the true intent and meaning of that ad, 
declares in his letter to the aſſembly indicted by hin 
that ſame year. From all which, (without noticing the 
Eraſtian form of theſe acts, &c:) it may be” obſerved, 
that there is fomewhat done that is materially good; but 
then there is nothing importing the contrariety of Pre. 
lacy to the fcriptures of truth, nor the divine right of 
Preſbyterian church- government, fo that the whole of 
this ſettlement is purely political,” done for the pfeaſur 
of the good ſubjects of Scotland: For 1ſt, The only res- 
ſon why Prelacy is complained of and aboliſhed, is, be. 
cauſe it was grievous, and contrary to the inelinations of 
the generality of the people.” It is not ſo much as de. 
clared contrary to law, tho' well known that it was con- 
diemned by many of the reforming laws; fat leſs is it de- 
_ elared contrary to the word of 'GoD, and reformation 
principles founded thereupon: Neither is it ſaid to be 
grievance to the nations, tho? tis manifeſt, by the m- 
tions their entering into à folemn covenant to extirpate 
it, that it was an inſupportable burderr to all the "Dares 
And the great reaſon aſſigned for the people's diſaffec- 
tion to Prelacy, is antignity, They having been re- 
formed from Popery 5 ers,“ as if our re- 
formers had only contended for church government 
merely human; whereas they ſtrenuouſſy maintained the 
divine right of preſbytery, and condemned Prelacy 2 
_ " contrary to the word of GoB. This reaſon * 


* a 


equally. ſtrong againſt preſpytery, on ſuppoſition, that 
7 relates had got the ſtart ; of prefbyrerk in the re forma 


people, and as it was of a more ancient ſtanding in Scot-. 
d than Prelacy. Further, that the divine right of 
preſbytery is not acknowledged in this, ſettlement, ap- 
pears from the expreſs words of the act itſelf, wherein 
it is deſigned, The only government of CHRIST's 
chufeh in his nation.“ Not the only government of 
Rig r's church laid down in the word of Gon, re- 
ccived and ſworn. to by all the three nations, ratified 


hat church government was regarded as ambulatory 
only, and what might be altered at pleaſure. Hence, 


alſo maintaining, as bound by oath, Prelacy in England, 


and as the government of CHRRIST's church there; and 
Prelacy, for peace's ſake, as moſt agreeable to the inecli- 
nations of the people, eſtabliſhed in England and Ireland, 
ps the government of CnAISsr's church there. Thus, 


nere is a ſettlement of religion, and yet not one line of 


le oll eripture authority, or reformation principles legible 


aſun herein ; and, as one ſaid, (tho! a ſtrenuous defender of, 


res-: his ſettlement), The glory of that church is at a-low: 


„ be⸗ g paſs, which hangs upon the nail of legal ſecurities by 
ns off kings and parliaments, inſtead of the nail which Gon 
s de has faſtened in a ſure place ;” which, alas l is the caſe 


con- ith the church of Scutiand at this day. It is true, that ; 


it de- he parliament call their ſettlement, “ agreeable to God's 
ation word ; but it is. as true, that, from their conduct to- 
be iNards both, (aboliſhing Prelacy, and eſtabliſhing Preſ- 
\« m- ytery, from theſe political motives above mentioned), 
irpae is abundantly plain, that they belie ved neither of them 


pon the word of God, but that they regarded all forma 
ff church government as indifferent, and thought them- 
ſelves at liberty to pick and chooſe ſuch a particular 
form as beſt ſuired the humours and inclinations of the 
people, and their own worldly advantage: Accordingly, 
ve find the parliament 1689, appointing a committee ta 
eceive all 8 government that, ſhould be 
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ion from Popery- Again, -24/y, Upon the ſame, and 
no better ground, was | Preſbytery eſtabliſned, namely, 
becauſe it was more agreeable to the inclinations of the: 


by both civil and ecclefiaſtic autbority. A clear evidence, 


rhile the king was ſetiling Preſbytery in Scotland, he was 


. And ſo Preſbytery, for peace's ſake, as moſt agree- 
able to the inclinations of the people, was ſettled in Scat 


to be formally and ſpecifically agreeable to, and founded 


brought 


1 6 1 
brought before them, to examine them for this purp 
and then report their opinions of them to the houſe 
That the parliament at this time, or the king and 
liament conjunctly, acted from the above latikudinarian 
principle, is further evident from their eſtabliſhing, and 
conſenting to the eſtabliſhment of theſe two different and 
- oppoſite forms of church government, Preſbytery in 
Scotland, and Prelacy in England and Ireland, and both 
of chem confidered as agreeable to the word of God, 
and the only government of Car sT's church in the 
ſeveral kingdoms, vhere they were eſpouſed: Which, 
as it is ſelf . contradictory and abfard, ſo it is impoſſible 
they could ever have done this, i if they had believed the 
divine right of either of them. And finally, by this con- 
duct of theirs, 1 the ſtate declared their approbation thereof 
and reſolution to copy after the 16th att, ſelſ- ad, farl 
Iſt of Charles II. (yet in force), which aſcribes an Era- 
ſtian power to the king, of ſetiling church government 
as he ſhall think proper. By all which it appears quite 
inconſiſtent with the Revolution ſettlement, to conſider 
church power in any other light, than ag ſubordinate 
to the power of the ſtate: And yet with this political 
and exaſtian ſetilement of religion, the Revolution church 
have declared themſelves ſatisfied: They have not con- 
demned epiſcopacy, as contrary to the word of Gop, nor 
poſitively aſſerted the divine right of preſbytery; and 
diſclaimed the claim of right and act of ſettlement, az 
their right of conſtitution ; but, on the contrary, ap- 
proved of both, as appears from the commiſſion's act. 
1709, and their addreſs to the/parliament, 1711, both 
homologate by the ſucceeding aſſemblies. Whereby they 
declare, that they have dropt a moſt material part of the 
teſtimony of the reformed church. of Scotland, and arc 
not faithful to the Lox D JEsus CHRIST, in maintaining 
the rights of his crown and kingdom. From the whole, 
it may too juſtly be concluded, concerning the Reyolu- 
tion ſettlement of religion, what che prophet Haſen de- 
_ clares of the calf of Samaria, Hof." viii. 6. “ For from 
„ Iſrael was it alſo; the workman made it, therefore it 
40. is not Bop; che calf of Samaria' ſhall be broken i in 
t pieces. It is not a divine inſtituiion founded upon 
the word of Gop, and regulated by his revealed law; 
but a human invention, owing its original in both king - 
doms, to the inclinations of the people, and governed 
js au laws * o che laws _ e in che word. 
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: Henee 1 we have the idolatrous inſtitutions of Prelacy, f 
eſtabliſhed 1 in the one nation, and Eraſtianiſm, under the 
ſpecious pretext of Preſpytery, in the other; and deer | 

under an” exotic head of eccleſiaſtical government. 55 

From what is above, 1 N the Revolution como | 
ſtitutions, and ſettlement 
will appear, that the fame are oppoſite to the word of 
Gov, and covenanted conſtitutions of both church and 
ſtate; and to the reforming laws, betwixt 1638 and 1650 

ratifying and 3 the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline 
and government of th church, and all divine ordinances, 
ſacred and ciyil, according to  ſcriprure revelation ; and 
therefore, cannot be acknowledged as lawful, by any 
that make the law of Gop. their rule, and defire to 80 
out by the footſteps of the flock of Cunlar. U 


The preſbytery proceed now to conſider the ales. | 


firation fince the late Revolution, as ſtanding in imme- 
diate connection with the forementioned conſtitutions. 
and ſettlement: Only, in' the entry, it may be obſerved; 
that as the mal-adminitractions, civil and eccleſiaſtic, 
are increaſed to almoſt an innumerable multitude, ſo 
that it would be next to an impoſſibility to reckon them 
all up the preſbytery propoſe only to obſerve ſo many 
of the moſt remarkable inſtances, as ſhall· be ſufficient to 
juſtify a condemnation of the preſent courſe of the na- 


tions, altho' the conſtirutions could not be excepted: a- 


gainſt ds ſinful. And, 
It, The preſbytery declare and teſtify againſt the 


groſs Eraſtianiſm that has attended the almiviſtrations 


of both church and ſtate, fince the Revolution. As the 
conſtitutions of both, (above noticed,) were Eraſtian 
and antiſcriptural ; ſo their conduct ever ſince, has been 
agreeable -thereto, tending eyidently to diſcover that, 
while the ſtate is robbing our REDEEMER of his crown, 
and his church of her liberties; this church, inſtead of 
teſtifying againſt, gives conſent to theſe impieties. „ 
Particularly, 1/t, As at the forementioned period, ſo. 
ever fince, the king has continued, by his 'own authori- 
ty, to ca all, diſſolve and adjourn the national aſſemblies 


of this church. The firſt Revolution aſſembly was held, 
virtue of an Eraſtian indictment, and by the ſame 
power diſſolved. The next was, by royal authority, àp- 
pointed to be at Edinburgh 1691, but by the ſame power, 
adjourned to 1692, and then diſſolved, without pafſing 
7 0 aud tho 66 to meet 1693, yet was 


religion in the nations, it 


4 


not allowed to ſit tilt Merch 1694, nigh a year after he 
cliament had made an humble addreſs to the ſovereign, 
— granting that privilege. But it would be endleſs to 
attempt an enumeration of all che inſtances of the exer- 
ciſe of Eraſtianiſm in this particular, which is annually 
renewed, How often, alas I have the aſſemblies been 
prorogated, raiſed and diſſolved, by magiſtratical autho- 
rity, and ſometimes without nomination of another diet? 
How frequently alſo, have they been reſtricted in their 
proceedings, and prelimited as to members, and matters 
io be treated of, and diſcuſſed therein; deptiving ſome 
members of their liberty to ſit and act as members, tho 
regularly choſen, merely, becauſe ſuch had not taken 
the oaths appointed by law? All which exerciſe of Era- 
tian ſupremacy natively reſults from the parliamentary 
ſettlement 1690. And when no adequate teſtimony was 
ever given by the church againſt ſuch Eraſtian uſurpa- 
tions, but they are ſtill. crouched under and complied 
with, it may juſtly be conſtrued a tame ſubjection and 
 woful conſent to this ſupremacy... That this is no forced 
inference from the continued practice of this church, 
appears from this, (beſides other evidences that might be 
adduced,) vi. That as the Revolution parliament, when 
ratiſying the Confeſſion of Faith, entirely left out the 
act of aſſembly 1647, approving and partly explaining 
the ſame, (wherein theſe remarkable words are, It is 
*« further declared, that the aſſembly underſtandeth 
« ſome parts of the ſecond article of the 31ſt chapter, 
* only of kirks not ſettled or conſtituted in point of 
% government,“) as being inconſiſtent wich the Eraſtian 
impoſitions of the magiſtrate. So this church, when 
they cauſe intrants unto the miniſtry ſubſcribe the con- 
feſſion, do not. oblige them to ſubſcribe-it with this ex- 
planatory act, (which does by no means admit of a pri- 
vative power in the magiſtrate, deſtructive of the 
church's intrinſic power,) but they only do it as the 
parliament ratified t. eke 
- '2dy, Another inſtance. of Eraſtianiſm practiſed by 
both church and ſtate, is, that when the king and par- 
liament did bind down epiſeopal curates upon congre- 
gations; forbidding church judicatories the exerciſe of 
diſcipline upon the impenitent, and enjoining the aſſem- 
bly to admit ſuch, without any evidence of grief or ſor- 
row for their former apoſtacy, upon their ſwearing the 
oath of allegiance, and okicribiogs formula, homolo- 
__ | ', * gaung 
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gating the Revolution ſettlement, ſubſtiruted in the room 
of the covenants; the church approved of this ſettle- 
ment, and protection granted by the civil powers to ſuch 
curates all their lifetime in their churches and benefices, 
who yet were not brought under any obligation to ſub- 
ject themſelves io the godernment and diſcipline of iche 
church. The truth of this is manifeſt, from ſundry of 
King Milliam's letters to the aſſemblies, together with 
after acts of parliament, relative thereto: - In his letter, 
dated February 1 31h, 1690, to the commiſſion of the af- 
ſembly, he ſays, Whereas there hath been humble ap- 
16 —— made to us by ſeveral miniſters, for them- 
«ſelves and others, who lately ſerved under epiſcopaey; 
« we have thought good to ſignify. our pleaſure to you, 
«-xhat you make no diſtinction of men, otherwiſe well 
© qualified for the miniſtry, tho? they have formerly 
«conformed to the law, introducing epiſcopacy, and 
«that ye give them no diſturbance or vexation for that 
«cauſe, dr for that head: And it is our pleaſure, that 
“ until we give our further directions, you proceed to 
© no more proceſs,” or any other buſineſs” aan 
letter, dated June 1 5th, 1691, he ſays, We art well 
« pleaſed with what yeu write, to unite with ſuch of 
« the clergy, Who have ſerved under epiſcopacy; and 
© that you are ſufficiently inſtructed by the general aſ- 


0 ſembiy to receive them; from all which, we do c- 


« pea ſpeedy and happy fucceſs, that there ſhall be ſo 
“ great a progreſs made in this union betwixt you, be- 
fore our return to Britain, that we ſhalt then ſind no 
«cauſe to continue that ſtop, which at preſent we ſee 
© neceſſary; and that neither you, nor any commiſſion 
« or church meeting, do meddle in any proceſs or buũ- 
© neſs, chat may concern the purging out of the epiſco- 
« pal miniſters.” And in a letter to the epiſcopal cler - 
fy, he fays, “ We doubt not of your applying to, and 
© concurring with your brethren the Preſbyterian mini- 
e ſters in the terms which we have been of pxins to ad- 
juſt fot you, the formula will be communicate to you 
« by your commiffloners, &c. See alſo the 25th! aff, 
part. 1695, where it is declared, Tliat all ſuch as ſhall 
«© duly come in and qualify themſelves, ſhall have and 


* enjoy” his majeſtys protection, as to their reſpectire 


« kirks and benefices, they always containing themſrhes 
* within the limits of their paſtoral charge, within their 
© faid pariſhes, without offering to exerciſe any part of 


« government,  - 


— 
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| goverment, Hifleſs then be-firſdichily'aflunied by f 
ec competent church judicatory; providing, neverthe- 
ess Jefs, that as the ſaid miniſters art᷑ left free to apply or 
c not, to the foreſaid church judicatories, Gr. Tg 
which agree, act zd, parl. 170, act 3d; parl. ino, ad 
2d, parl. 1703; GH. Behold here the civil magiſtrate, 
exerciſing the ſupremacy in matters eccleſiaſtical, in that 
he both eſtabliſſies the old Scat curates in their reſpec- 
tive pariſhes, upon their former footing, limits them in 
the exerciſe of their function, diſcharging them from ex- 
erciſing any part of eccleſiaſtical polity, but upon their 
-uniting with the Preſbyterians, on the terms het had ad- 
-Juſted for them: And further, by his authority ſtops 
the exerciſe of church diſcipline againſt theſe curates; 

_ *(tho? the moſt of them were notoriouſly ſcandalous, 
"nay, even diſchurges the aſſtmbly from proceeding to 
any other buſineſs, till they received other — 
from the throne. The which palpable inſtance of Era- 
ſtianiſin in the Rate, was not only peaccably ſubmitted 
to, but heartily acquieſced in by the church: For x 
they had declared they would cenſure no prelatical in- 
'cumbent for his principles anent church government, 
however much diſaffected to a covenanted reformation, 
and had given frequent diſcoveries of their readineſs to 
Treceive into communion the epiſcopal curates, accord- 
ing to the terms preſcribed by the parliament; (as appear 
from the aſſembly records 3) ſo the afſetably. 1694, l 
-x1ith, having framed a ſham formula for receiving in the 
curates, containing no ſuch thing as any renunciation of 

- abjured Prelacy, the abominable teſt, and other ſinful 
baths theſe creatures had taken, but only an acknoyv- 
ledgment of the Revolution ſertlement of religion, a 
rſtabliſhed by law, by the foreſaid act, appointed theit 

_ commiſſion 10 receive all the:epiſcapat clergy ho appli- 
ed, and being qualified according to law, would alſo ſub- 
ſoribe their formula, and that without requiring the leaſt 
.ſhew of repentance for their ſoandalous public ſins, and 
their deep guilt of the effuſion of the blood of Gov" 
faithful ſaints and witneſſes during the tyranny of the 
two brothers. Theſe inſtructions to the commiſſion and 
other judicatories, (as appears by their acts), were ſucceſ- 
fively renewed by the aſſembly upwards of twenty times, 
From 1694 to 1716, and were indeed attended with good 
ſucceſs, as is evident from their addreſs to the queen, re- 
corded art toth 1712; where they declare, as an ne 


1 
- 


of their moderation, That ſince the Revolution, there 

i« had been taken in, and continued, hundreds of the 

« epiſcopal curates upon the eaſieſt terms,” vtz. ſuch aas 

were by the royal prerogative adjuſted to them. Which 

practice, as it declares chis church homologators of Era- 
ſtianiſm, ſo: is directly oppoſite to Preſbyterian principles, 
the diſcipline and practice of our reformed church of Scot- 

land, and to the laws of CaRisT, the ſupreme lawgiver; 

Ezek, xliv. Ver; 10, 13, 14, 15. 2 Cor. vi. 17. 18, G. 
3dly, A third inſtance of the Eraſtianiſm praftiſcd fince 

che Revolution, is, that the king and parliament have taken 

upon them to preſcribe and lay down, . by. magiſtratical. - 

authority, conditions and qualifications, ſiue qua non, of 

miniſters and preachers. For proof of which, ſee act 

Och, Je- Ach, part; 1it, 1693, where it is enacted, . Thar 

the ſaid oath of allegiance be ſworn, the ſame, with the 

« aforeſaid aſſurance, be ſubſcribed, by all preachers. and 

e miniſters. of the goſpel Whatever; certifying ſuch of 

the foreſaid perſons as are, or ſhall, be in any public 

« office, and ſhall own and exerciſe the ſanie, without 

« taking the ſaid oath and aſſurance in manner foreſaid, 

6 —minziſters provided ton Eirks ſhall be deprived of * 

« their-beriefices.or ſtiperds,: and preachers thall be pu- 

© nithed with haniſhment, or otherways, as the council 

4 ſhall think fit: Alſo act 23d, 1693. it is ordained, 

* That no perſon he admitted or continued to be a mi- 

« niſter, or preach within this church, unleſs that he 

having firſt taken and ſubſcribed the oath of allegiance, 

e and ſubſcribed the oath of aſſurance in manner ap- 

« pointed. And further, ſtatute and ordain, that uni- 

formity of worſhip be obſerved, by all che: ſaid mini- 

* ſters and preachers, as the ſame are at preſent per- 

« formed and allowed therein, or ſhall hereafter be 

e declared by the authority of the ſame: And that no 

* miniſter or preacher be continued and admitted for 

« hereafter, unleſs that he ſuhſcribe to obſerve, and do 

actually obſerve the foreſaid uniformity.”.. The Era- 

ſtianiſm in theſe acts ſeems ſcrewed up yet a little higher, 

by act 7th, ſelſ. Sch, part. 1ſt, 1695 3, where, after ap- 

pointing a ne day to ſuch miniſters as had not formerly 

obeyed, it is ordained, - * With certification, that ſuch,of | 

the laid miniſters as ſhall not e berwixt and ſaid 

% day, are hereby, and by the force of this preſent act, 

* ipſo n 7557 9 1 and oY 7 

* pends, and the ſame declared vacant; without any 
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the ſame; only it may be remarked, that by theſe as 


tions, viz. the oaths of allegiance and affurance, and 


_ miniſters are hereby reſtrifted from advancing reforma. 
preſent allowed, or that ſhall hereafter be declared by 
authority of parliament. And further, Eraſtianiſm i; 
taking to themſelves the power of depoſing all fach mi. 


tions, and of declaring and aſcertaining by their 'owi 


injurious, both to the headſhip of CHRIST in his church, 
.and to the church's intrinſic power. It pertains to the 


cations of his officers, which he has done in the word. 


- ing the laws of CHRIS in his word, to declare who are 


"they cannot be acknowledged miniſters of this church: 


furpation, have declared their approbation thereof, by 
taking the above named illimited oaths, according to 


joining their commiſſion to act conform to the parlia- 
_ ment's directions reſpecting miniſterial qualifications, in 


"epiſcqpacy, and refuſing to admit any into their commu- 


_ © » 4thly, A fourth piece of Eraftianiſm exerciſed ſince 
the commencement of the Revotution ſettlement, againſt 
which the preſbytery teſtify, is, The civil magiſtrate, by 
himſelf and his own authority, without conſulting the 


FRY = 3s 

@ further ſentence.” The Eraſtianiſm in theſe acts is | 
fo manifeſt at firſt fight, that it is needleſs to illuſtrate 
the civil magiſtrate preſcribes new miniſterial qualifica- 


theſe impofed inſtead of an oath of allegiance to Zion's 
king, viz. the oaths of the covenants :* As alfo, that 


tion, being bound down to obſerve that uniformity at 
here advanced to the degree of  wreſting- the keys of 
government out of the hands of the church altogether, 
niſters as ſhall not ſubmit to their antichriſtian impoſi- 
authority what mode of worthip or government ſhalt 
take place in this church hereafter, This eraſtian ap- 
ew ang of miniſterial qualifications, &c. is'evidently 
royal prerogative of CHRIST, to appoint all the qualifi- 
And it pertains to the church' repreſentative, by apply- 
qualified for the miniſtry, and who not. But here the 
civil power, without any regard to chureh judicatories, 


by a magiſterial authority, judges and determines the 
qualifications that goſpel miniſters muſt have, otherwiſe 


At the ſame time it muſt be regreted, that the church, 
Inſtead of faithfully diſcovering the finfulneſs of foreſail 
conduct, and teſtifying againſt it, as an antichriſtian u- 


'the parliament's order; and alfo by the affembly's en- 


their admiſſion of thoſe that had formerly conformed to 


nion without having theſe new miniſterial qualifications. 


* church, 
. * 


. 
„t 


warn” 
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ment 1693, appointing a monthly faſt declares, That 
« their majeſties, with advice and conſent of the ſaid. 


« point, that a day of ſolemn faſting and humiliation. be 


« the-third thurſday of every month thereafter, until in- 
« timation of forbearance be made by the lords of their 
« majeſty's privy council; and ordains all miniſters to 
« read theſe preſents a ſunday before each of theſe faſt 
days, nominate by authority: And ordains all diſ- 


e requiring ſheriffs to make report of. the miniſters who 
* ſhall fail of their duty herein, to the privy council.” 
But it is to na purpoſe to multiply inſtances of this kind, 
being it has been the common practice of every ſove- 


as the ſtate has made theſe encroachments upon the 
royalties of CHRIST, ſo this church, inſtead of bearing 
faithful teſtimony againſt the ſame, have ſinfully ſubmit- 
ed thereto, In agreeableneſs to the royal appointment, 


var againſt Lewis XIV. (of which above) and in favours 
of the Pope, which king William was bound to proſecute 
dy virtue of a covenant made with the allies at. the 
ague, February 1691, to be ſeen in the declaration of 


ar then made againſt France, wherein it is expreſly ſaid, 


That no peace is to be made with Lewis XIV, till he 
has made reparation to the Holy Sec for whatſoever, 
he has acted againſt it, and till he make void all theſe 


infamous proceedings, (viz. of the parliament of Part). 


' againſt the haly Father [nnacent XI.” Behold here the 
acknowledgment of the Pope's ſupremacy, and his power. 
and dignity both as a ſecular and eccleſiaſtic prince, and 


in the obſervation of theſe faſts, the church did mediately - 
(ell is tat in Gai ) pray for ſuccels to the man 1 


— 


church, or any but his parliament, privy council, an 
dioceſan biſhops, his appointing dieis and cauſes of pu- 
blic faſting and thankſgiving. A number of inſtances 
might here be condeſcended on. So an act of the ſtates, 
ann 1689, for public thankſgiving ; An act of parlia- 


« eſtates' of parliament, do hereby command and ap- 
« religiouſly and ſtrictly obſerved by all perſons within 


« this kingdom, both in church and meeting-houſes, 
upon the third #hur/day of the month of May, and 


* obeyers to be fined in a ſum not exceeding 100 J. and 
* every miniſter who ſhall not obey to be proceſſed be- 
fore the lords af their majeſty's privy council; and 


eign ſince the Revolution, to appoint and authoriſe na- 
tional diets of faſting, with civil pains annexed. And, 


hey obſerved the monthly faſt for the ſucceſs of the 


| 
| 


* : 
ny, 


ROW e N 
A practice utterly repugnant to proteſtant, much more tg 


preſbyterian principles, and which will be a laſting ſtain 
upon both church and ſtate. As this church did then 


ſubmit, ſo ſince the has made a reſignation and ſur- 
render of that part of the church's intrinſick right to 
the civil power, ſee act yth, aſſem. 1710: © All miniſters 
dec and members are appointed religiouſly to obſerve all 
« faſts and thankſgivings whatever appointed by the 
& church, or ſupreme magiſtrate z* and the reſpective 
tc judicarories are appointed to take particular notice of 


e the due obſervation of this, and act Ach, (722, aft 


& oth, 172 ob From which acts it is manifeſt, that the 


Revolution church hath not only declared the power 


and right of authoritative indicting public faſts and 
thankſgivings for ordinary, even in a conſtitute ſettled 
national church, to belong, at leaſt, equally to the civil 
magiſtrate, as to the church: But, by their conſtant prac- 
tice, have undeniably given up the power of the ſame to 
the civil power altogether ; it being fact, that ſhe never 
by her own power appoints a national giet of: faſting, 
but ſtill applies to the king for the nomination thereof. 
And further, as a confirmation of this ſurrender, it ap- 
ars from their public records, that when ſome mem- 

rs have proteſted againſt the obſervation of ſuch diets, 
the aſſembly would neither receive nor record ſuch pro- 
_ teſts. Now, the ſinfulneſs of this eraſtian practice ſtill 
perſiſted in, is evident from the ſcriptures of truth, where 
the glorious king of Zion afligus the apa of appoint- 
ing fats not to the civil magiſtrate, but to the ſpiritual 
office-bearers in his houſe, Jer. xiii. 18. gay unto the 
. «© king and queen, humble yourſelves.” Here it is the 
office of the prophets of the Lox p to enjoin humiliation 
work upon thoſe that are in civil authority, contrary to 
the preſent practice, when kings and queens uſurping 
the ſacred office by their authority, ſay to miniſters, 
Humble yourſelves.” See alſo, Joel i. 13, 14, and ii. 
13, 16, compared with Numb. x 8.9. 10. Here what- 
ever pertains to theſe ſolemnities, is entruſted to, and 
required of the miniſters of the Loxn, without the in- 
tervention of civil authority; the fame is imported in 
Matth. xvi. 19. and xviii. 18. John xx. 23.; it being ma- 
nifeſtly contained in the power of the keys committed by 
the church's Head to eccleſiaſtical officers. Moreover, 
this Eraſtianiſm flowing from a ſpiritual ſupremacy exer- 
Lied over the church, is peculiarly aggravated by theſe 
particulary ; dE. th Eh MR. * „ . 1ſt 
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1% That ecmmanly theſe Fiſts have been appein ted 
on account of wars, in which the nations were engaged, 


in conjunction with groſs antichriſtian idolaters, who 
have been moſt active in their endeavours to root out 
Proteſtantiſm: Now, it cannot but be moſt provoking to 
the Majeſty of Heaven, for profeſſed Preſbyterians to 
obſerve faſta, the profeſſed deſign of which, includes 
ſucceſs to the intereſt of the avowed enemies of our 
glorious REDEEB MEx-- Again, the above practice is ag- 


Fa from this conſideration, that theſe diets of 


ſting, with civil pains annexed to them, are ſent by 
public proclamation, directed to their ſheriffs, and other 
ſubordinate civil officers, who are authoriſed to diſpatch 
them to the miniſters, and inſpect their obſervation 


thereof ; And while profeſſed miniſters af CHRIST 


tamely comply with all this, it amounts to no leſs, than 
a baſe ſubjeftion of the worſhip of Gov, in the ſolemni- 
ty of faſting in a national way, to the arbitriment of the 


civil powers, when whatever time and cauſes they ap- 


int, muſt be obſerved. | 0 2 
From all which, in the words of the miniſters. of 


Perth and Fife, in their teſtimony to the truth, G. 
1658, the preſbytery teſtify againſt the above eraſtian 


conduct, as being, in its own nature, introductory to 
greater encroachments, and putting into the hands of 
the civil powers, the modelling of the worſhip of Gon, 
and things moſt properly eccleſiaſtic. | eie 

5thly, Another piece of Eraſtianiſm, reſpecting the 


preſent adminiſtration, which the preſbytery teſtify a- 
gainſt, is the king and parliament their arbitrarily impoſ-— 


ing ſeveral of their acts and ſtatutes upon miniſters and 
preachers, under ccclefiaſtic pains and cenſures; while 


this Revolution church, by their ſilent ſubmiſſion and 


compliance therewith, have, at leaſt, interpretative] 
piven their conſent thereto, Thus, as the oaths of a 
legiance and aſſurance were enjoined upon all in eecle- 
Gaſtic office, under the pain of church cenſure, (of 
which above z) ſo likewiſe, act 6th, 1706, ordains, - 


„ That no profeſſors and principals, bearing office in 


** any univerſity, be capable, or be admitted to continue 
% in the exerciſe of their ſaid functions, hut ſuch as 


© ſhall own the civil government, in manner preſeribed, 


&© or to be preſcribed by acts of parliament.” In conſe- 
ence of which, there is an act, 170%, an act in the 


* 
1 


| rt Year of King George I. and another in the fifth 2 | 


of his reign; by all which ſtatutes, eecleflaſtie perſons 


are enjoined to take the oath of abjuration, with the 
other oaths, under pain of having eeccleſiaſtic cenſures 
inflicted upon them: And they ordain, *© That no per. 
„ ſon be admitted to trials, or licenſed to preach, till 


te they have taken the public oaths, on pain of being 


“ diſabled.“ The foreſaid act, in the fifth year of 
Geerge I. ordains, * All miniſters. and preachers to pray 
t in expreſs words for his majeſty and the royal family, 
« as in former acts.“ The king and parhament at their 
own hand preſcribe a ſet form of prayer for the-church 
of Scotland, and that under eraſtian penalties,” upon the 
diſobeyers. Again, by an act 1737, ' framed for the 


more effectual bringing to juſtice, the murderers of 


Captain Porteous, it is enacted, © That this act ſhall be 
« read in every pariſh church throughout Scotland, on 
* the firſt Lox D's day of every month, for one whole 
« year, from the firſt day of Auguft 1737, by the mini. 
* ſter of the pariſh, in the morning, immediately before 
6% the ſermon; and, in caſe ſuch miniſters ſhall neglect 
* to read this act, as is here directed, he ſhall, for the 
ce firſt offence, be declared incapable of fitting or voting 
“ in any church judicatory ; and for the ſecond offence, 
be declared incapable of taking, holding, or enjoying, 
& any ecclefiaſtical benefice in that part of Great Britatn 
* called Scotland.” The Eraſtianiſm of this act is very 
plain, the penalties thereof are eccleſiaſtic, and infer a 
kind of depoſition; ſeeing the diſobeyers are hereby diſ- 
.abled from exerciſing and enjoying what is eſſential to 


their office. Moreover, the wickedneſs of this act ap- 
2 in that it was appointed to be read on the Sab- 
2 IEP th-day, and in time of divine ſervice z whereby, mini- 
ſters being conſtitute the magiſtrates heralds-to proclaim 
this act, were obliged to profane the Lok 0's day, and 
corrupt his worſhip, by immixing human inventions 
therewith, which was direQly a framing miſchief into a 
law. Yet, with all theſe impoſitions above naticed, this 
church hath generally complied; and thereby declared 
that they are more ſtudious of pleaſing and obeying men, 
than Gop, ſeeing their practice therein infers no lefs, 
than a taking inſtructions in the miniſterial function, and 
matters of divine worſhip, from another head than 
W.. ö E ON: 
thy, The laſt piece of eraſtian adminiſtration in 
church and ſtate, the preſbytery take notice of, and 


teſtify 


wal 


EN TTY RY Pd. lit. aa Xx. Xa * 3 


„ „ 


teſtify againſt, is that of patronages. When the pärllas 

ment 1690, had changed the form of patronagts, by ta- 
king the pbwer of preſentations from patrons, and lodg- 
ing it in the hands of ſuch heritors and elders as were 

qualified hy law, excluding the people from à vote in 
calling their miniſter, this eraſtian act, ſpoiling the peo- 
ple of their juſt privilege, was immediately embraced by 
the church, as is evident from their overtures for church 
diſcipline 1696, where they declare, that only Reritors 
and elders have a proper right to vote in the nomination 
of a miniſter. Alſo their overtures 1505 and 1719, do 
lodge the ſole power of nomination of miniſters, in the 
hands ot the majority of heritors, by giving them a ne- 
gative over the elderſhip and congregation. But, as if this 

had not been a ſufficient uſurpation of the people's right 
purchaſed io chem by the blood of CHRIS by an act of 
parliament 1712, the.above act 1690 is repealed; and pa- 
trons fully reſtored to all their former antichriſtian pow- 
ers over the heritage of the Loꝝx D; which yoke ſtill con- 
tinues to oppreſs the people of Gor. While again, this 
church, as if more careful to pleaſe the court, and court 
paraſites, than CHRIS H and his people, have not only 
peaceably fallen in. with this change; daily practiſing it in 
planting vacant congregations, but, as fond of this child 
of Rome, have further eſtabliſhed and confirmed the 
power of patrons, by the ſanction of tlieir authority, as 
appears from ſeveral acts of aſſembly, thereby declaring 
their reſolutions to have this epidemiĩe evil continued, 
tho” it ſhould terminate in the utter ruin of the church. 
Patronage was always by the church of Scotland, ſinte the 

re formation, accounted an intolerable yoke; and there= 
fore ſhe never ceaſed contending againſt it, tilt it was at laſt 
uttetly aboliſhed by acts both of re forming aſſemblies and 
parliaments; and that as one of the inventions of the 

_ whore of Rowe. 1590 0 cee DION) 7 tZ 
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4 / As this antichriſtian prüctice was unknown to the 

is church in her primitive and pureſt times, till gradually 

* introduced with other popiſh corruptions, ſo it has not =» 
n, the leaſt veſtige of any warrant in the word of . truths 


fs, nay, is directly oppoſite thereto, and to the apoſtolical 
WF practice, Alt i. 15, to 24. chap. vi. 3, to.7. as alſo, 
an | xiv. 23. and vi. 9; with other paſlages therein 3 4 books 
Intended to give us the apoſtolical practice and pattern, 
"ih in the ſettement of the Chriſtian church: And 2 Cor. ii. 
nd || i9, Cc. . Wherefore the-prelbytery teſtify. againſt this e- 
ity 1725 mi yy VE 5 "M : raſtient ' 


* 


WY; EY]: 
raftian uſurpation, as moſt ſinful in itſelf, moſt injurious 
to the church of CHRIs T, and inconſiſtent with the 
great ends of the miniſtry; and againſt this church, for 
not only ſubmitting unto, but'even Hoy this wick- 
ednefs ; which is evident, from her depoſing ſome of her 
members, for ao other reaſon but becauſe they could not 
approve of this pernicious ſcheme. Witneſs Mr Galleſpie 
miniſter at Carnoct, who was depoſed Mey 1752: And 
againſt all violent intruders, who, not entering in by the 
door, can be regarded only as thieves and robbers, 
- "Theſe are a few of the many inſtances of che eraſtian 
uſurpations of the headſhip'of Cnx1sT, as a Sox, in 
and over his own houſe, and of the church's intrinfic 
power aſſumed by the ftate, and conſented to by this 
church fince the Revolution®. And without condeſcend- 
ing upon any more, the preſbytery concludes this part, 
with obſerving upon the whole, that when Henry VIII. 
of England did caſt off the authority of the ſee of Rome, 
and refuſed to give that ſubjection to the pope formerly 
paid by him and his predeceſſors, he did, at the ſame 
N rad ee 2 u 4% ane; 
* Reſides the above inſtances of that unholy, tyrannical, and 
church-robbing policy, which has been exerciſed by the ſupreme 
civil powers in theſe nations with reference to religion and the 
worſhip of God; all of which exiſted when the preſbytery firſt 
publiſhed their teſtimony, there has, of late, a very ſingular in · 
ſtance of the ſame kind occutred, in the courſe of adminiſtra · 
tion, which the preſbytery cannot forbear to take notice of; 
but muſt embrace the preſent opportunity to declare their 
ſenſe of, and teſtify againſt: and eſpecially, as it is one that 
carries a more ſtrikiog evidence than any of the former, of our 
public national infidelity and licentiouſneſs, and of dur belog 
jadicially infatuated in our national counſels, and given up of 
heaven to proceed from evil to worſe, in the courſe of apoltaſy 
from the cauſe. and principles of the reformation. We parti- 
ticularly mean the inſtance of a late bill or act, which has been 
agreed upon by both houſes of parliament, and which allo, 
June 1774, was ſayctioned with the. royal aſſent), entitled, 
% An act for making more effectual proviſion for the government 
6 of the province of Quebec in North America.” By which act, 
not only is French deſpotiſm, or arbitrary power, ſettled as the 
form of civil government, but, which is ſtill worſe, Popery, 
the Religion 4 Antichriſt, with all its idolatries and blaſphe- 
mies, bas foch Tecurity and eſtabliſhment granted it, as to be 
taken immediately under the legal protection of the "97 

g SY | n 6a 
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time, aſſume to himſelf all that power in his dominions, - 
which the pope formerly claimed; and ſoon afterwards | 
civil authority of theſe nations in that vaſt and extenſive region 
of Canada, lately added to, the Britiſh dominions in North A- 
_ merica. - A province ſo large and fertile, that it is ſaid to be 
capable of containing, if fully peopled, not leſs than thirty 
millions of ſouls. This infamous and injurious bill, before it 
paſſed into a law, was publicly reprobated and declaimed againſt 
by ſundry members of both houſes— It has beer petitioned and 
remonſtrated againſt by the 'molt reſpectable civil body corpo» 
rated in Britain, or its dominions, the city of London; by all 
the proviaces of North America-ſouth of Quebec, and even by 
the inhabitants of the city of Quebec itſelf. It hat been, in 
the moſt 2 manner, in open parliament declared to be, 
A moſt cruel, oppreſſive, and odious meaſure.—A child of 
« jnordinate power, &c.” — All which ate ſafficient indica- 
tions how ſcandalous, offenſive and obnoxious this act was. 
| There was afterwards in the month of May 17735, a bill brought 
| into the houſe of lords, in order to effectuate the repeal of the 
aforeſaid diſgraceful act, when, in the courſe of public: debate, 
it was ented by thoſe few members of the houſe who ap» 
peared in the oppoſition, as One of the moſt deſtructive, 
moſt -deſpotic, moſt nefarious acts, that ever paſſed the houſe 
of peers.” —But all in vain, the repeal could not be effected. | 
And moreover, let it be further obſerved here, that the 
bench of biſhops in the houſe of peers, who aſſume the Anti- 
chriſtian title of ſpiritual lordi, and pretend to claim a feat in 
parliament for the care of religion, during the whole courſe hh 
| this conteſt, inſtead of appearing for the Proteſtant. intereſt, 3 
have, to their laſting infamy, publicly diſtinguiſhed themſelves 2 
0 " - or to it, by—* Standing forth the ayowed ſupporters” 
a The prefbytery therefore find themſelves ia duty obliged, ia 
of their judicative capacity, principally in behalf of the rights and 
y intereſts of the great God, and of his Son Jeſuy Chriſt our Re - 
4 deemer,—that is to ſay in behalf of the rights of truth, true re · 


. ˙ . ²˙ uU Q Rd 
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n ligios and righteouſneſs among men, which he ever owns as his, 

75 to add, as they hereby do, their public teſtimony againſt this 
d, ne fandous national deed, ſo manifeſtly injurious to all theſe. 

og The preſbytery do not, as ſome others, found their teſtimony ' 


g, againſt this extravagant act eſtabliſhing Popery, Cc. in Canada. 
he ſolely or fimply on its injuriouſneſs to the private intereſts of 
y, wen; their bodily lives, goods, or outward privileges: nor do. 
= they declare againſt and condemn it merely becauſe ht religion 
be = which is ſanctioned with this national decree and engagement for 
me its defence, is a ſanguinaty one:“ Has deloged qurifland jo 
199%] | . > «6 | 


FTC 
procured to have himſelf acknowledged and declared, by 
act of parliament, to be head of the church head over all 

rſons, and in all cauſes, civil and eccleſiaſtic: And which 
antichriſtian ſupremacy has, ever ſince, continued au eſlen - 
a $0 e % 16 Sb do nt Y tial 


'* blood, and diſperſed impiety; perſecution and murder, &c, - 
te through the world. (See at addreſs from the general con - 
greſs to the people of Great Britain.) Theſe ate all indeed 
inconteſtible proofs; that it is not the religion of the di: 
vine Jeſus, but of Antichriſt. Nevertheleſs, the ſame have 
been known to be the ſtaple and conſtant fruits of Prelacy too, 
which, to the extent of its reach and influence, has 'as much 
Chriſtian blood wrapped up in its ſkirts; as Popery, if not more. 
or yet is it merely on account that it is greatly injorious, 
as indeed it js, and a notorious breach of the public faith to the 
Britiſh Proteſtant ſettlers in that province. The pre ſbytety's 
parlicular objections againſt this extraordinary mealure are of 
a different quality.— They are briefly ſuch as follow: W 
1. The iniguity of it againſt God. It is certainly à deed 
highly provoking and diſhonouring to the God of heaven. For, 
(1. ) lt is a giving that public protection and countenance to a he, 
i. e. to idolatry and falſe worſhip, (and to antichtiſtian idola · 
try, the worſt of all other,) which is only due to the truth of 
God. It is a deyating and giving our national power to the pre : 
ſervation of the life of the-Romith beaſt, after ihe deadly wound 
- given it by the Reformation.——Agd-therefore, (2.) A molt 
wretched proſtitution of the ordinance of civil power, ſacred by 
its divine inſtitution, 30 be @ terror and reſtraint to evil doers, and 
a praife to them that ds well, Rom. xiii.—to the quite contraty 
urpoſes. What right have open idolaters and blaſphemers to 
be protected and ſupported by any ordinance of God in the public 
acts of their idalatry? And how awful is it to think, (3 That 
it is a ſetting ourſelves openly to fight againſt God, in a national 
engagement to ſupport and defend what God has declared and 
teſtified to us in his word, he will have deſtroyed; and wherein 
he expreſsly forbids giving the leaſt countenance to idolatry. 
And-ſhall we thus harden ourſelves againſt God and proſper ? 
4.) As this laſt iaſtance of our profane national policy, is a 
{till more open diſcovery of our incorrigibleneſs in our apoſtaſy, 
Jo it is alſo the maſt ſtriking of all the former, of that Eraſti- 
aniſm and ſyiritual ſuptemacy exerciſed by the civil powers ia 
theſe lands over the church and kingdom of Chriſt. Herein we 
dave an open and avowed juſtiſigation of that antſcriptural right 
and power claimed by them, to ſettle andeliabliſh whatever mode 
of religion they pleaſe, or is molt agreeable..to the inclinatioos 
Lf 3be people, or which belt agſwers their wor!gly political _ 
S | . 6 | pole, 


„„ 


Hal part of che Engliſh conſtitution, and inherent * £ 
of the crown; ſo that all the crowned. heads there, have 
ever ſince Been as lirtle Popes over that realm. And that 


ee 28 re uno eG: e that blaſphe- 
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poſes, * ie bond be the £360 of Satan (i in gave: of : 
that of Chriſt. This has been the great leading principle all 
along ſince the Revolution, but never more openly diſcoveted 
chan in this joſta ges. Upon all which it may appear, bow finful 
and provoking to the divine Majeſty this act muſt de. > 
2. The folly and ſhamefulntſ; of it as to ourſelves. How diſ- 
graceful and diſhondurable i is this public act in favours of Popery, 
even to the nation itſelf, and its repreſentatives, who are the au- 
thors of it. How palpably inconſiſtent · is it with our oational cha - 
| racter and profeſſion as Proteltant, and with our national eſta- 
| bliſhments civil and eeclefiaſtic (both which are profeſſedly built 
upon reſormation from Popery) to come to take that idolatrous 
religion under our national protection, and become defenders of 


- 


|, the antichriftian faith ; nay, were it competent for the preſby- 

'tery as a ſpiritual court, and ſpiritual watchmen, to view this ; 
, ati in a civil light, they might ſhew at large, —That it is a ; 
, violation of the fundamental national conſtitutions of the kings =» 
f dom, and-reaches/a blow to the credit-of the. legal ſecurity | 
* (granted to the Proteſtant religion at home. We need not 

d re mention how: conttaty this act is to the fundamental laws 

lt abd conſtitutions of the kingdom of Scotland, which ate now 

y Jet. aſide:— But it is contrary to, and a. manireſt violation 

d of the Revolution and Britiſh conſtitution itſelf; contrary 10 

y the Claim of Right, yea, to the. oath. ſolemoly ſworn by 

10 and directly contrary 10 and a violation of the oath ſworn by 

ic every Engliſh and Britiſh ſovereign. upon their aceeſſion to the 

at throne, as ſettled by an act of the Engliſh parliament in the 

al fuſt' year of William III. By which they are obliged ta 
1d « Profeſs,—and-to the utmoſt of their; power maintain, in all 

in * their dominions, the laws of God, the true profeſſion of the 

ye * goſpel, and the true reformed religion eſtabliſned by law.“ 

f But theſe ibings the Preſbytery leave to _ whom it may more 

CF properly concern. Let it, however, be obſerved, that- the 

ly, preſbytery are not here to be interpreted as approving oh the 

ti above · ſaid oath, as it deſignedly obliges to ibe maimepance 


in ol the abjured Eoghth hierarchy and Popiſh cetemonies, which 
we might better be called A 1rus reformed he, than the true te- 
pht formed religion: Nevertheleſs, this being the. Britiſh, coronation 
de cath, it clearly determines, that all legal eſtabliſhments behave = 
das * oy eben, nad am vitholt 's a meine of. _ catch, 
ur- | 1 4. 3 e 
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mous antichriſtian title of the head of the church, and 
ſupreme judge in all cauſes, is undeniably evident from 


the known laws and canons of England. And further 


appears from a declaration made by og George I. Fune 
13th, 1715, where he ſtiles himſelf, bo-3% 14 * 


faith, and ſupreme Governor of the church in bis domini- 


ons; declaring; that before the clergy can order or ſettle 
any differences about the external policy of the church, 


they muſt firſt obtain leave under his broad ſeal ſo to do. 
Which title or authority for man, or angel, to aſſume, is 


a downright dethroning and exauctorating of CHRIST, 


the only and alone Head, and ſupreme Governor of his 


church. From this ſpiritual antichriſtian' ſupremacy, 
granted by Engliſh laws to the king of England, con- 
firmed and eſtabliſhed, by virtue of the incorporating uni- 
on, in Britiſh kings, by acts of Britiſh parliament, do flow 
all the formentioned acts impoſed upon the revolution 
church of Scotland. And as theſe acts and laws declare, 
that the Britiſh monarch confines not his ſpiritual ſupre- 
macy to the church of England, but it extends it alſo 


over the church of Scotland So this revolution church, 


having never either judicially or practically lifted up the 
ſtandard of a public, free and faithful teſtimony, againſt 


theſe finful uſurpations, flowing from the fountain of ſaid 


ſupremacy, and clothed with the authority of an anti- 
chriſtian parliament, where abjured biſhops ſit conſtituent 


members, but, on the contrary, has ſubmitted to every 


one of them; therefore, this chureh may juſtly be con- 
ſtructed, as approvers and maintainers of eraſtian ſupre- 
macy: And hereby, indeed, the revolt of theſe degene · 

5 | | f rate 


other religion can he taken under pr tetion of law, but what is 
called Proteſtant religion only. | 4 
The preſbytery conclude the whole of this additional remark 


with obſerving, —That as in the former inſtances of the exer · 


eiſe of this Eraſtian power above-mentioned, the preſent church 
of Scotland never gave evidence of her fidelity to Chriſt, ſo far 
25 to teſtify againſt them; ſo their aſſembly has, in a like ſu- 
pine, ſenſeleſs manner conducted themſelves, with referenec to 
this laſt and moſt alarming inſtance. © Notwithſtanding all that 
has been remonſtrated againſt it, and in favour of the reformed 
religion, they have remained mute arid filent, the which indeed 
evidences them not to be truly deſerving of the character of V- 


_ nerable and Reverend, which they aſſume to themſelves, but 


rather that of an A/ociation; or, in the words of the weeping 


_ Prophet, An afembly of treacherous men. Jer. ix. 2. 
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rate lands From Wel ſworn ſubjs tion and obedience” to 


the Loxd Jesvs Cur1sT, as ſupreme in his own houſe; 


is compleated, when they have theſe many years fubſti- 


tute another in his place, and framed ſupremacy into a 


ſtanding law, to be the'rule, 'accordin of to which their 
tings muſt lord it over the houſe an 
Living Gob. Again, © , 


5a. religion betwixt the nations, that has appeared in 


e adminiſtrations of both church and ſtate, ſince the 


laſt Revolution. The revolution conſtitution and ſertle- 


ment of religion, as has been already obſerved, laid our 


ſolemn covenants and work of reformation, worn: to 
therein, in a grave, and many ſtones have fince been 


heritage of che 


The preſbytery teſtify againſt the ide and almoſt 
uninterrupted oppoſition to the antient glorious uniformi- 


brought and caſt upon them: Many ways and meaſures 


have both church aud ſtate taken to make ſure the revo- 
tation ſepulchre of a covenanted work of reformation, 


and prevent, if poffible, its future reſurrection: Againſt 


all which, the preſbytery judge themſelves bound to life 
up their teſtimony. Particularly, 


, The preſpytery teſtify againſt the incorporming | 


union of this nation with England; as being an union 


founded upon an open violation of all the aricles of the 


ſolemn league and covenant, ſtill binding upon the na- 
tions ; and, conſequently,” deſtructive of that uniformity 
in religion, once happily attained to by them : Which will 
at firſt view appear, by comparing the articles of the u- 
nion with theſe” of the ſolemn league. All affociations 


and confederacies with the enemies of true religion and 


godlineſs, are expreſsly condemned in ſcripture, and re- 
prefented as dangerous to the true //rael of Gop; 1/a. 


viii. 12. Jer. ii. 28. Fſal. cvi. 35. Hof. v. 13. and vii. 8, 11. 


2 Cor, vi. 14, 15. And if ſimple confederacies with ma- 
lignants and enemies to the cauſe of CHr18Tare condemns 
ed, much more is an incorporation with them, which is an 
embodying of two into one, and, therefore, a ſtraiter 


— 


conjunction. And taking the definition of malignants, 


given by the declaration of both kingdoms joined in arms, 


anno 1643, to be juſt, which ſays, x Such as would not 


take the covenant, were declared to be public enemies 


«© to their religion and country, and that they are to be 


* cenſured and puniſhed, as profeſſed adverſaries and 


e malignants;“ it cannot be refuſed, but that the pre- 
latic party in ee now joined with, are ſuch. Fur- 


_ 


FF 
mer, by this incorporating union, this nation is obliged 
to ſupport the idolatrous church of England; agreeable 
whereto, the Scottiſh parliament, in their act of ſecurity, 
relative to the treaty. of union, declares, That the par- 
©-liament of Englaud may provide for the ſecurity of the 
church of England, as they think expedient.” Accord- 
ingly, the Engliſh parliament, before entering upon the 
_ treaty of union with Scotland, framed an act Gr 4 
the church of England her hierarchy and worſhip, as by 
law' eſtabliſhed; Which act, they, declare, © Shall be 
* inſerted, in expreſs terms, in any act of parliament 
«which: ſhall be made for ſettling and ratifying any 
N ky) of union, and ſhall be declared to be an eſſen- 
<0, tial fundamental part thereof.“ Hence, the act of the 
Engliſh parliament for the union of the two kingdoms, 
contains the above act for ſecuring the church of England; 
Which act being ſent down to Scbt land, ſtands recorded 
among the acts of the laſt Scott iſh parliament. Mote- 
over, the laſt article of ſaid union contains, that all laws 
and ſtatutes in either kingdoms, ſo far as they are con- 
. trary to, or inconfiſtent with the terms of theſe articles, 
or any of them, ſhall, from and after the union, ceaſe 
and become void 3 which, as in the act of exemplifica- 
tion, was declaretl to be, by the parliaments of both king- 
doms. Thus; this nation, by engroſſing the Engliſb act, 
eſtabliſhing Prelaey, and all the ſuperſtitious. ceremonies, 
in the act of the union parliament, and by annulling all 
acts contrary to the united ſettlement, have ſealed, as 
far as men can do, the graves-ſtones formerly laid upon 
the covenanted uniformity of the nations. To all which 
the revolution church, by conſenting, and practically ap- 
proving this unhallowed union, have ſaid Amen; tho', 
at firſt, ſome af the members oppoſed and preached a- 
gainſt it, yet afterwards changed, and (if ſome hiſtorians 
may be credited) by the. influence of gold, were ſwayed 
to an approbation. This church's. conſent to the union 
is evident, from their accepting of tho act of fecurity, 
enacted by the Scots parliament, as the legal eſtabliſhment 
and ſecurity of the church of Scatland; and from the 
aſſembly 1715, utterly rejecting a propoſal. to make a 
repreſentation to the king, that the incorporating union 
was a grieyance to the church of Scotland; tho" it ought 
ſtill to be regarded as ſuch, by all the lovers af reforma- 
tion principles, becauſe it is a diſclaiming of our ſworn 
duty, to endeayour-the reformation of England * . 
n | | . *I, 
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land. Tt is 4 conſenting to the legal and unalterable e 
bliſhment of abjured Prelacy in them, obliges the ſove- 
reignus of Great Britain to ſwear to the preſervation ot 
the prelatic conſtitution, arid idolatrous ceremonies of 
the epiſcopal church, and join in communion therewith z 
and, therefore, tor ever ſecludes all true Preſhyterians 
from the. ſupreme rule. This union eſtabliſhes the civil 
lordly power of biſhops, obliging the church of Scotland 
to acknowledge them as their lawful magiſtrates and mi- 
niſters, to pray for a bleſſing upon them in the exerciſe of 
their civil power, and is therefore a ſolemn ratification of 
antichriſtan Eraflianiſm It hath formally reſcinded, and 
for ever made void any act, or acts, in favours of a cove- 
nanted uniformity in religion, that might be ſuppoſed to 
be in force before this union: And Herter. while it 
ſtands, it is impoſſible there can be a revival of that bleſ- 
ſed work, which was once the glory of the nations of 
Scotland, England and Ireland.  * © 3 =p 
24%, The prefbytery teltify againſt the finful practice 
of impoſing oaths upon the ſubjects, contradict "y to 
the 


| preſbyterian principles in general, and the 6ath of th 


covenants in particular; as, the allegiance, and, particulars 
ly, the abjuration : All which oaths, impoſed by a Bris 
110% parliament, exclude our covenanted uniformity, and 
homolopate the united conſtitution. But, to prevent 
tniſtakes, let it be here obſerved, that the preſbytery do 
not teſtify againſt any of theſe oaths, out of the remb- 
teſt regard to the ſpurious pretended right of a popiſh pre- 
tender to the throne and crown” ot theſe kiagdoms: 
For they judge and declare, that by the word of Go, 
and fundamental laws of the nations, he can have no 
right, title or claim, to be king of theſe covenanted 
Eingdoms; ſeeing, by our covenants and laws, eſtabliſh- 
ivg the covenanted reformation, which ate well founded 
on the divine law, all Papiſts, as well as Prelatiſts, are 
for ever excluded from the throne of thele, and eſpecial- 
ly of. this land. 80 that it is utterly inconſiſtent with 
the principles maintained by this preſbytery, conftitute 
upon the footing of the covenanted church of Scotland 
and the oath of Gov they, with the nations, are under, 
ever to acknowledge and on the popith pretender, ,or © 
any of that curſed race, as their king: But they teſtify a- 

gainſt theſe oaths, becauſe they bind to the acknowledy- 
ment of the lawfulneſs of a prelatic eraſtian conſtitution . 


of civil government, and homolbgate the incorporating 


union: 


475 EY I 

N25 Fs 96 J 

vnion: In one article whereof it is declared, that theſe 
words, This realm, and the crown of this realm, &c.“ 
mentioned in che oaths, ſhall be underſtood of the crown 
and realm of Great Britain, &c. and that in that ſenſe, 
the ſaid oaths ſhall be taken and ſubſcribed, and, parti- 
cularly, the oath of abjuration : Which whoſoever takes, 
ſwears to maintain eraſtian ſupremacy, Prelacy, and 
Enghſh popiſh ceremonies; and ſo, at leaſt, by native 
and neceflary conſequence, the fwearing thereof is an 
abjuring of onr facred covenants. But that which puts 
it beyond all diſpute, that the oath of abjuration; in the 
literal ſenſe thereof, obliges to maintain the prelatic con- 
ſtitution of England, both; in church and ſtate, as by law 
eſtabliſhed, and ſecured by the union act, is the expreſs 
words of that act of parliament, by which this oath was 
impoſed, and to which it expreſly refers, viz. the act of 
further limitation, where it is faid, © On which faid acts, 
« (viz. of limitation, and further limitation,) the pre- 
« ſervation of your majeſty's royal perſon and govern- 


* ment, and the maintaining of the church of England, 


«as by law eſtabliſhed, do, under Gop, entirely de- 
*« pend. To the intent therefore, that theſe acts may 
« be for ever inviolably preferved, it is hereby enacted, 
« that magiſtrates—and miniſters—ſhall take the follow- 
„ lowing oath,” namely of abjuration. The above act, 
then, declaring that ſaid oath was directly intended for 
the. ſupport and eſtabliſhment of the prelatic church 
of England; it follows, that this oath is a ſolemn ab- 
juration of the covenanted reformation, as it is alſo ex- 
preſly repugnant to preſbyterĩan principles. But tho” the 
above oath is ſo manifeſtly ſinful, yet the miniſters of this 
church did neither faithfully warn others of the fin and 
danger thereof, nor faithfully oppoſe it when impoſed 
on-themſclves ; but agreeing that every one ſhould act 
therein as he thought proper, they who refuſed” it may 
be reputed /ocii criminis with the generality, who, con- 
trary to their profeſſed principles, did take and ſubſcribe 
the ſame, and that (as fays the oath), heartily and will- 
ingly ; whereby they not only engaged to maintain a 
prelatic government, Prelacy, with all its popiſh cere- 
monies ; but to maintain only a prelatic government, and 
to oppoſe all others, even tho Preſbyterian, in their 
acceſſion to the throne; and this, by virtue of the ſinful 
limitations and conditions wherewith the oath is clogged : 
And hereby, theſe nominal Preſbyterians diſcover 50 
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chey are not poſſeſſed of a zeal for the advancement of 
the true preſbyterian cauſe and principles, proportion- 


able to that which the Engliſh diſcover for their will- 


worſhip and ſuperſtition. Ty, WF 
. 34!y, The preſbytery teſtify againſt a ſinful and almoſt 
boundleſs toleration, granted anno 1712, a woful fruit of 
the union: By which toleration act, not only thoſe of the 
epiſcopal communion in Scotland have the protection of 


authority, but a wide door is caſt open, and ample pats. 


given to all ſects and hereticks (popiſh recuſants and An- 
titrinitarians ſome way cxcepted, who yet are numerous, 
in the nation), to make whatever attacks they pleaſe up- 
on the kingdom and intereſt of our glorious Redeemer, 
in order to the advancement of their own, and the devil's, 

and all with impunity. The foreſaid act warrants the e- 
piſcopal clergy publicly to adminiſter all ordinances, and 
perform their worſhip after their own manner, wich all 

the popiſh canons and ceremonies thereof, and obliges 
all magiſtrates to protect and aſſiſt them, while it deſtroys; 
the hedge of church diſcipline againſt the ſcandalous and 
profane, and is therefore a ſettling and eſtabliſhing of Pre- 
5 in Scotland, giving it a ſecurity, little, if any thing, 

inferior to that which the eſtabliſhed church has. Again, 
by a clauſe in the toleration bill, the. ſecurity given by 

former laws to preſbyterian church government and diſ- 
cipline, is undermined and taken away, at leaſt rendered. 
ineffectual, and made the ſubject of ridicule to the open- 


ly profane, by the civil magiſtrate's withdrawing his con- 


currence, in as much as it declares the civil-pain of ex- 
communication to be taken away, and that none are to 
be compelled to appear before church judicatories. There 
is nothing in religion of an indifferent nature; For Who- 
c ſoever (ſaith CaR1sT),ſhall break one of the leaſt of theſe 
© commandments, and ſhall teach men fo, ſhall be called 
cc leaſt in the kingdom of Heaven.” It muſt then be the 
moſt daring wickedneſs, and an affronting of the Majeſty . 
of HEAVEN in the higheſt manner, for an earthly mo- 
narch to pretend to enact a toleration of religions, and 
thereby give a liberty where the divine law has laid a re- 
ſtraint; it implies an exalting of himſelf, not only to 
an equality with, but to a ſtate of ſuperiority above the 
Gop of glory. Whatever principles are of divine au- 
thority, require no toleration from man; it is wicked- 
neſs to pretend to do it, ſeeing whatever comes under 


the neceſſity of a toleration, properly ſo called, falls 8 | 


r 
the ſame time under the notion of a, crime. And ng 


leſs wicked is it for a magiſtrate to protect, by a promiſ- 


ever manifold the evils be that toleration is big a ding 
ere- 


Church, nay, are guilty of taking rhe ſacramental teſt, 

(that is, taking the ſacrament after their ſuperſtitious 
manner, to qualify them for any public poft :) Yet this 
church receives them into the cloſeſt communion, with» 
out requiring any ſatisfaction for theſe evils; Beer 
they act contrary to CnRIST's example, in pur ging an- 
keeping his houſe pure, and contrary to the ripture, 


Rev. ii. 14, 15, 20. 


Aly, In like manner the preſbytery teſtify againſt the 


tyranny that has frequently appeared in the adminiftra- 
tion ſince the Revolution, both in church and ſtate. The 


civil powers have diſcovered not a little of tyrannical and 


arbitrary power, in impoſing their laws, ſtatutes and in- 
junctions upon the church, as in the inſtances of the par- 
ticulars formerly noticed. But further, it has appeared 
in their fining and imprifoning perfons, deenufe (tho' en- 
deavouring to live peaceably, as far as paflible, with all 
men), they could not in conſcience, and in a due regard 


to the covenanted cauſe, own the lawfulneſs of their au- 


thority, by ſwearing fidelity to the preſent conſtitution. 


Again, in their difpenſing with, and counter-acting the 


law of God in a variety of inſtances. Thus while, with- 
out any divine warrant, the crime of theft is capitally 
; OE CO ne puniſhed, 


* 
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ec he ſhied.“ Another aſtoniſhing and full evidence of 
the above charge, is in che act repealing the penal ſta- 


cution to fuſpenſion znd depoſition; and 14 N. ek 7 


— 


. Be 7 
puniſhed, yet the groſſeſt adulterers, who are capirally pu. 
niſhable by tlie divine law, paſs with-impunity:” And fre. 
quently veprieves, and ſometimes pardons, (as in the'cafe 
of Porieonr) have been granted to murderers, expre ly 
contrary to the law of GD; which declares, that Who,  < 


4 ſdeter theddeth man's blood, by man thall his blog: 


tutes againſt witches, Sc. 1735, where it is enatted, 
« That no proſecution, fuit, or proceeding, ſhall be carri2 | 

« ed on againſt any perſon or perſons tor witchcrafr, ſor- 

« cery, inchantment or conjuration, &. This a& in 
plain terms flatly contradicts and * the law of God | 
in the very letter thereof; fee Leuit. xx, 6, 27. Deut. 
xvii. 10, it, 12. Exod. xxii. 18. Not only has 9 ſtate, 
in theſe and other inſtances, (as the im ona almoſt in- 
tolerable taxations upon the impoveriſhed ſubjects, for 
ſupporting the grandeur of uſeleſs and wicked penfioners, 
and for carrying on wars often, not only finful, in re- 
ſpe& of their riſe and cauſes, but #n their nature and ten- 
dency unprofitable to the nations), been guilty of this e- 
vil, but alfo the revolution church hath exevciſed a'moſt 
tyrannical government. As many of the conſtituent 
members of the revolution church had ſhown a perſecu- 
ting, tyrannizing ſpirit, againſt the faithful contenders for 
the truth, in the matter of the public reſqlutions; ſo the. 
ſame ſpirit has ſtill continued Face the Revplurion, and 
frequently exerted itfelf in a moſt arbitrary manner, a- 
gainft all who have made any appearance for a covenants. 
ed work of reformation. Accordingly, ſoon after the Re- 
volution, this church raiſed ſome proceſſes againſt Mr. 
Jobn Hepburn miniſter at Orr, under pretence of ſome ir- 
regularities, but in reality, for his making ſome appęar- 
ance againſt their abounding defection, and for a cy e- 
nanted york of reformation, and continued their profſe- 


to the ciyil magiſtrate zo apprehend. faid Mr, Hepburn, 
who accordingly was impriſoned in Edinbi- gh, and then, 
becauſe of his preaching to people out of à Window, Was 


F Jo 
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carried to Stirling caſtle, and kept cloſe priſoner there 7 
for a conſiderable time, as a book, entitled Humble 2557 A, | 
ings, fully diſcovers. They likewife exerciſed their trran- 23 
15 againſt 'Mefirs Giſchriſt in Dunſcere, and Taylor in 18 


autre whom they proſecuted, not only to depoſition, 
but even excommynication, for no reaſon, but cheiß 
0 | aj 1 4 Yo 8 ; . 14 5 | 1 8 bearing 
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bearing teſtimony againſt that cnſnaring oath of abjura- 
tion, and a number of other defections. Again, this 
church, ſtill fond of ſuppreſſing the good old A 


Mr. Jabn Macmillan miniſter in Balmaghte, for preſent- 
ing, in a regular manner, a paper of real and acknow- 
ledged grievances ; and, becauſe he would not reſile from 
it, but continued to plead for a redreſs, was at laſt de- 


poſed : As alſo Mr. John Macneil preacher, for the ſame 


| reaſon, had his licence taken from him: And, by the 
authority of the aſſembly, both of them were proſecuted 

and l not for ſcandal, inſufficiency, or negli- 
gence, error in doctrine, &c. but only on account of 
their pleading for the covenanted reformation of the 
church of Scotland, and maintaining a neceſſary teſtimo- 
ny agalnſt the prevailing corruptions and defections of 
former and preſent times, as appears from their paper 
of grievances and joint declinature, printed 1708. Nay, 
ſuch was their mad zeal againſt re formation principles, 
that by the A 15th of Aſem. 1715, the commiſſion was 
not only impowered to cenſure, all the forementioned 
perſons, but alſo enjoined to apply to the civil magiſtrate 
for ſuppreſſing and puniſhing them; and accordingly 
ſundry of them were proclaimed rebels over public mar- 
| Ket croſſes, only for their continued , adherence. to re- 
formation ; And beſides other inſtances, their magiſterial 
and lordly power exerciſed over the flock of CHRIST, 
in the violent intruſion of miniſters into vacant churches 
over the belly of the people, and then excommunicating 
from ſealing ordinances ſuch as cannot in conſcience ſub- 
mit to the miniſtry of theſe intruders, is a moſt glaring 
one; while at the ſame time ſevere cenſures are inflicted 
upon ſuch miniſters as have the honeſty to, oppoſe theſe 
antichriſtian meaſures, Loud complaints have likewiſe 
been made againſt their arbitrary and tyrannical conduct, 
with reference to Mr. Ebenezer Erſkine, and others with 
him, . er by the name of the Mociate Preſoytery, 
becauſe of their remonſtrating againſt, and endeavouring 
to rectify ſome of the forementioned evils in the church: 


The juſtneſs of which grievances and complaints may be 


inſtructed from their own writings on that head... 
It. muſt not be here omitted to remark, that as this 
church is juſtly charged with tyranny in government, ſo 
the is equally guilty of partiality in Uſciplite, am 
ATE n „ a7 


le and 
owners thereof, framed and proſecuted a libel, moſt un- 
juſtly, (ſome even ot themſelves being judges) againſt 
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of CunisT's glory, are ſure to meet with moſt ſevere . 


rreatment, yet the looſe, profane and erroneous I have 
ſeldom any church cenſures put in execution againſt them. 


This church never made any ſuitable enquiry into the 
ſinful compliances, and fad defections of her members 
and office-bearers, during the perſecuting period; and 


that unfaithfulneſs in the exerciſe of church diſcipline, is 
ſtill copied after. How few guilty of the moſt groſs 
ſcandals are cenſured, ſuch as notorious drunkenneſs, 
blaſphemy; curſing,” fwearing, ſabbath- breaking, un- 


cleannęſs, eſpecially among the rich, who are capable to 


give pecuniary mulcts to free them from church cenſures? 


(Thug, in conformity to the prelatic and antichriſtian 


example, ſetting to ſale the cenſures of the church, and 
diſpenfing with the laws of CuRISs T for money.) Nay, 


not only are fuch overlooked, but many guilty of theſe 
groſs fins, together with oppreſſion, neglecters of family 
worthip, and the groſly ignorant, are, without any pu- 


blic acknowledgment of theſe fins, admitted to the high- 


eſt and moſt ſolemn ordinances, viz. both ſacraments. - 


And this may be thought the leſs ſtrange; when perſons 


chargeable” with moſt of theſe ſins, are admitted, and 


continued to be office-bearers in the houſe of Gop. 
Perſons, and even teachers maintaining moſt dreadful 
blaſphemous errors connived at, patroniſed, or but 
ſlightly cenſured, and ſtill kept in communion, without 


any open renunciation of theſe hereſies: Play-houſes, 


the ſeminaries of vice and impiety, erected in the prin- 
cipal cities, of the nation, and ſtage - players, 3 
amongſt the moſt abandoned of mankind, eſcape with 


impunity: Yea, this pagan entertainment of the ſtage 


is countenanced by the members and office-bearers of 
this church, and that to ſuch a degree, that one of the 
miniſters thereof has commenced author of à moſt pro- 


fane play, called The tragedy of Douglas, wherein immo- 
rality is promoted, and what is ſacred" expoſed to ridi- 
cule: Oh! how aſtoniſhing ! that a miniſter in the once 
famous church of Scotland ſhould be guilty of ſuch abo- 


minations, and yet not immediately ſentenced to bear 
the. higheſt of all church'cenfure! 7 


© 5thly, The preſpytery teſtify: againſt this eſtabliched 
church, for unfaithfulneſs of doctrine; the which will 
appear by a few inſtances :"Altho? before the Revolution, 


the Lord Jesus Cnkisr was openly, as far as human 


laws could do, diveſted of his headſhip and ſovereignty 
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ytery had been publicly and natiohally exploded, de- 
Eided and. denied; yet this church has never, by any 
ormal att, declared that our Loy JesVs Caiisr is 
ole king; the alone ſupreme head of His chutck ; nor 

- - in; the ſame manner declared, that the prefbyterian form 
of church government is of divine right, and condemned 
all other forms, -a5 contrary to the word. Sych't refti- 
mony was. the more nę ell when the civil Powers 


inue to exerciſe it over his church | and the Want of it 
is an evidence of the church's unſoundneſs in the doc. 
ttrine of government, and of CyxisT's Eingly office; 
Tha church's error in dodtrine, further appears from 
their condemnation of a book, entitled the, at of 
modern divinity, as containing groſs antinomian errors; 
whereby they condemned many great göſpel truths as 
errors, particularly, that behevers. are altogetHer ſet free 
from the law, 2s a covenant of works, both from its 
commanding. and condemning power, together with o- 
thers ; whereby they have made way for, and eticonraged 
that legal, moral way of harangying, exclufive of CRI 
- and his moſt perfect Abts Hy (which is {6 common 
8 and frequent in all corners of the land.) | 
door 2 introducing Haxterian principles, which, in 
E have ſince very mus e. 
n S 


and ope ted a 


other evidence of this church's unſoundneſs and un- 
Taithfulneſs in doctrine, is their exceſſive ſinful leuity to- 
wards the moſt groſs heretics ; Notwithſtanding Armi- 
_ plan and Pelapian hereſies, and Arian blaſphemies have 
200 publicly taught; and although true godlineſs, and 

7 ie effectual working of the Spirit on che ſouls of men 
ave been publicly cxpoſed as enthuſiaſm, and niany 
other damnable hereſies vented ; yet this church has 
never lified up the faithful ſtandard of a judicial teſti- 
mony, in . a of theſe herefies, and vinditation 
| of the precious. truths of CHRIS TH thereby impugned. 

| And when miniſters and members of this chiirch have 
| been proceſſed before her aflemblies, and convicted of 
I maintaining many groſs errors, no adequate cenſure has 
* been inflicted. This particularly appears in the caſe of 
Mr. Simp/on, profeſſor of divinity in the college of Gla/- 

gow, when procèſſed before the judicatorics of thischurch, 


3 in the years 1715 and 1716, for ſeveral groſs errors; ſuch 
3 Fan That regard to our own happineſs, in the enjoy- 
„ * Tv DS 1-0 AP ak 
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when (as one of the members of this church, in his pro- 


PET: ĩ 97 ne 
li. ment of GoD, ought to be our chief motive in ſervirig 
is him, and that our glorifying of God is ſubordinate td 


.it: That Adam was not our federal head ;“ and other 


Arminian, Socinian and Pelagian hereſies, all to be found 


7 in his anſwers to Mr. V. ebſler's libel given in againft him, 


and clearly proven: Yet was he diſmiſſed with a very 

gentle admonition. The which ſinful lenity encouraged 
— only to perſiſt in the ſame errors, but alſo to 
the venting of Arian hereſies among his ſtudents. 
Accordingly; he was arrainged again before the aflew= 
bly's bar in the years 1727-28-29, when it was found 
clearly p̃roven, that he had denied the neceſſary exiſtence 
of our Lok D Jssus CHRIST, and the numerical One- 
neſs of the Three Perſons of the Trinity in ſubſtance 
and eſſence, with other damnable tenets; Tet when 
theſe articles, whereby he had attempted to depoſe the 
gon of God from his ſupreme deity,” were proven, and 


teſt againſt \the- afſembly's ſentence, faid,) the 80 ft 
Gon was, as it were, appearing at the bar of that affern= 
bly, craving juſtice againſt one who had derogate from 
his eſſential glory, and blaſphemed his name, at which 
every knee ſhould bow: | Yet. ſuch was the corruption 
and unfaichfulneſs of this church, that the blaſphemes 
was diſmiſſed without any adequate cenſure paſſed upon 
him, and ſtill continued in the character of a niinifter | 
and member of this church. nne es 1 245 
Again, when Mr. Campbell, profeſſor of churelt hiſa 
tory at St. Andrews, was proceſted before the judicato- 
ries of this church, for maintaining 4 ſeheme of danger- 
ous and moſt pernicious principles, which he publiſhed 
to the world. having a manifeſt tendency to ſubvert” re- 
vealed religion, and expoſe the exerciſe of ſerious godli- 
neſs; under the notion of enthuſiaſm; ro advance ſelf- 
love, as the leading principle and motive in all human 
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actions whatever; and to deſtroy the ſetf-ſuffitiency of 


Gop, making him a debtor to his creatures: Yer tho? 
theſe, with a number of  Gop-diſhononring, creature- 
exalting, and ſoul-ruining errors, were notorious from 
his books, and were defended by him; the heretic, in- 
ſtead of being duly -cenfured, ., was coumtenanced and _ 
careſſed: Whereby this church has given à moſt deep 
wound to ſome of the moſt important Truths of the 
Chriſtian religion, and becomes chargeable with the guilt 
IRR ay ER: | 
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A third niſtance af this church's unfaithfalnefs, 975 
pears in the caſe of Mr. Glas, «and others, cho openly 
vented, by preaching and printing, independent ſchemes 
of church government, with ſome new improvements; 
attacked our confeſſion of faith and covenants, unhing. 
ing all order and government in the church, pulled up 
\the hedge of diſcipline, to uteri errors in doc- 
trine, and corruption in wo „ and, at laſt, openly 

renounced preſbytery, name and thing, - (denying, that 
there is any warrant for national churches under the 
New Teſtament, ) and aſſerted, that our martyrs, who 
ſuffered for adhering to the covenanted reformation, 
were ſo far in a deluſion, with many other ſectarian 
tenets: For which, the church at firſt ſuſpenſed, and 
then depoſed ſome of hem. But afterwards, as if this 
church repented of doing ſo much in favours: of preſby- 
tery, they were reponed, to the great danger er the 
church: "Fox having diſcovered no remorſe for their er- 
rors, they immediately employed all their parts to ſhake 
preſbytery, by ſetting up independent churches and or- 
+ daining ſeveral mechanics to be their -minifters ; and no- 
thing done by the church, for putting a ſtop to cheſe er- 
tors, and for reviving and nn the ge 
truths they had impugned. 
Likeways, when Mr. Wiſhart was: ſlaged for error 
d by him in ſome of his ſermons, with reſpect to 
he influence of arguments taken from the awe uf future 
rewards and puniſhments, and other erroneous notions ; 
he was diſmiſſed without any renunciation of his hetero- 
dox principles, and affoilized by the judicatories of this 
church: And, as eaſy abſolutions encourage error, ſo 
no ſnoner was hen afloilzied but he had the affurance to 
recommend erroneous books, ſuch as Doctor Whitchca's 


ſtermons to his ſtudents. It is indeed no ſmall 


evidence of the unſoundneſs of this church, when the 
Heads of colleges are ſuffered, impune, to recommend 
fuch books for ſtudents and probationers to form - 
Again, when profeſſor Leechman was aries — 
His deiftical ſermon on prayer, by the 
Lon, and afterwards carried before the — Apa t — | 
itho', in all his ſermons, he preſents Gon as the die 
of prayer, merely as our CREATOR, without any relation 
20: 3 Mz P14aToR;'but 8833 to his d 
ers, as the only acceptable diſpoſition of mind, an a 
3 os goodneſs and mercy of theie CE- 
9 eon: 


Comp 


rox: Not ade dies: that Chriſtleſa ſermon been vi 

much extolled; but the author diſmiſſed from the 

ſemhiy s bar in ſucn a manner, as if thereby he had - 
rited their 9 — From all which ie — ap- 


claring the neceflity. of an aſſertory act, affirming and 
aſcertaining the precious truths injured and impugned, 
and that publicly, by the above mentioned errors; and 
that a folemn warning ſhould be emitted, diſcovering 
the evil and danger of them: F 
has ſtill been . and diſregarded. 
| The great truths of Gon, have, for many years, lien 
| | — and bleeding in our ſtreets, trampled upon 
their open and daring enemies; while this. Fro 2 has - 
Þ entirely forgot and flighted the divine command, to cans 
tend carneftly for the faith once delivered to the ſainta. 
And tho' che #eſtminfter Confeſſion of Faith continues 
to be fubſcribed by intrants into the miniſtry, (the coves  - 
nants owned by the reformed church of Scotland; as 'n 
part of her confeffion, being abſtracted from the'confeſs 
non of this preſent church, ] yet, how little of that ſpſs 
tem and order of doctrine is now taught? the f 
Having juſt as much of CukusT, and the doctrines of his « Ya 
. croſs, in moſt of their diſcourſes, as is re be found in 
the writings of Plato, Epictetus and Seneca, and the rett 
of the Pagan moraliſts. So that this church appears or. 
' thodox, in little (or no) other ſenſe, than the church of 
> is ſo; viz. by ſubſcribin og the 39 articles, which 
are Calviaittical in the doctrinal parts; while yet the 
Araninion ſyſtem of doctrine is generally received and 
taught by her clergy: Add to what is above, that this 
church maintains no fuitable reftimony againſt fins fall 
ſorts, in perſons of all tations 3 neither emits faichful 
warnings anent the ſnares and dangers of the nation, 
nor full and free declarations of preſent duty, as church _ 
icatories, like faithful watchmen, did in former times. . 
t ich faithfulneſs in Gov's matters is nt now, alas? 
10 be expected; ſeeing this church hath made a formal 
concert, or mutual paction, bindi up one another from 
ching agaluſt, and applying their doctriues to — _ 
E. corruptions and ſeandals of the times: See Act of 
em. 1 6th, ' 17th, | amo 1712, A 6th, 1713, Ad $th, 
17145 Ad 1 * cannot alſo 


aa 1 N 


r een 29=*=..,4 


r 
d. 
— 
$ 
0 
4 
8 
Il 
E 
d 
i. 
Ir 
fe 
I. 
& 
n 
1— 
* 
1 
ds 


e | 
| abi obſerving; add? that with deep regret, that altho! 
the moſt damnable principles, which have à direct ten- 
dency to deny the being of Gop, and ſo to propagate 
opinionative atheiſm, to ſubvert all religion, to extol the 
power of corrupt nature, and exalt Popery, as the beſt 
form of religion, to deny the ſubjettion of the world to 
che providence of Gop, to deſtroy all diſtinction betwixt 
virtue and vice, and conſequently affirm, chat there is 
no moral evil in the world, and to ridicule Chriſtianity, 
as deſtitute of divine anthority, have been lately vanted 
by Da vid Hume, Eſq; and another deſigned by the name 
of Sopho: Yet this church hath paſſed no — e cenſure 
upon the authors of theſe impious and blaſphemous prin· 
ciples, pong they juſtly deſerve the very higheſt : Nor 
have they done any thing to teſtify their diſlike, or put 
an effectual ſtop to the ſpreading of theſe abominable te+ 
nets. The preſbytery therefore, as they declare their 
abhorrence of theſe, and the other errors formerly men. 
tioned, fo teſtify againſt the church's notorious unfaith- 
Fulneſs, in ſuffering theſe wretches to paſs with impuni- 
ty3 and as being, on all theſe accounts noticed, un und 
and corrupt, in the matter of er Sc. It may al- 
ſo be here remarked, as an undoubted evidence of the 
corruptneſs of the ſtate, that, altho' there are civil laws 
preſently in being, which declare the maintaining of an- 
titrinitarian, atheiſtical principles, to be not only cri- 
minal, but capital; yet the civil powers in the nation 
have not ſo much regard to Gop, and the Sox of Gop, 
77 to puniſh treaſon, openly acted againſt them. 

Gthly, The preſbytery teſtify againſt both church and 
Nate, for their ſinful aſſociations with malignants : As de- 
clared enemies to the covenanted intereſt have ingroſſed 
the civil power wholly into their hands, ſince the publie 
reſolutions, that a door was opened for their admiſſion ; 
ſo ſuch is the nature of the laws preſently extant and in 
force, that one cannot be admitted to any office, civil 
or military, but by ſwearing away all friendſhip to a co- 
venanted reformation. And, moreover, all along ſince the 
late Revolution, the nations hath been the moſt earneſt 
purſuing afier friendſhip with che groſſeſt idolaters; and, 
in expreſs contradiction to the word of Gop, have con- 
federate in che cloſeſt alliance with God's declared ene- 
mies abroad; nay, have exhauſted their ſtrength and 
ſubſtance, in maintaining the quarrel of ſuch as have 
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the protefiant intereſt.' The revolution church hath alſ@ — - 
ſaid a contederacy with ſuch as have, on all occafions, = 
ſhewed a rooted eninity and hatred at reformation prin- 


ciples: Which appcars, from their admitting ſuch (as 


noticed above, ) to be office · bearers in the church: From 
their obſerving faſts, and praying for ſucceſs to the allied 
armies, tho almoſt wholly compoſed of ſuch, and many 


of chem oſtentimes groſs popiſh idolaters: From their 
going in with, and approving of the finful incorporating 


union with England : From their acknowledging the civil 
power of churchmen as lawful: From their joining in 


religious communion with Mr. Whiefield; and in many 
other inſtances,” { | 


Nor t0-infiſt further in enumerating particulars, the 
preſbytery fvally teſtify againſt church and ſtate, for their 


negligence to fuppreſs impiety, vice, and ſuperſtitious ob- 


ſervance of holy days, &c. The civil powers, herein acting 
directly contrary to the nature, and perverting the very 


ends of the magiſtrate's office; which is to be cuſtos et 
vindex utriuſque tabulq ; the miniſter of Gon, a revenger, 


to execute Wrath on him that doth evil. Tranſgreſſors 
of the firſt table of the law may now fin openly wih 


impunity ;. and, while the religious obſervation of the 


ſabbath is not regarded, the ſuperſtitious obſervation. of 
holy-days, even in Scotland, is ſo much authoriſed, that 


on ſome of them the moſt conſiderable courts of juſtice 
are diſcharged. to ſit. Stage-plays, maſquerades, balls, 
aſſemblies, and promiſcuous dancings, the — nurſeries 


of impiety and wickedneſs, are not only tolerate, but 


even countenanced by law. And as theſe, with other 


evils, are permitted by the civil powers; fo this church 


ſeems to have loſt all zeal againſt ſin. No ſuitable endea- 


vours are uſed to prevent the growth of atheiſm, idola- ; 
try and ſuperſtition : And tho' Prelacy, as well as Po- 


pery, is growing apace in the lands, and organs public- 
ly uſed in that ſuperſtitious worſhip ;. yet no teſtimony 


is given againſt. them, but new modes introduced into 


the worſhip of .Gop, for carnal ends, as à gradual ad- 


vance toward that ſuperſtition; Yea, ſo unconcerned - 
about ee A and 1 vanity, &c. that 


not only are the forementioned nurſeries of ſin frequent- 
ed by miniſters children. but miniſters themſelves have 
countenanced them by their preſence, to the great ſcan- 


dal of their office, and manifeſt encouragement of theſe 


ſeminaries of immorality. And r 
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the late proclamation, the pehal [laws agaimſt vice and 
profanity ſeem to be revived, (which is in itſelf fo far 

good,) Jet this cunnbt fuperſede or remove che grounds 
Fg of the _ reſtimony againſt church 'and ſtate 
. complexly, on the above account; or ten àagainſt the 
thing itſelf, in the manner thut it is gone abour. For 

beſides that, notwithſtanding of all former endravours of 

this king; ſince the overthrow of our ſcriptural and co. 

venanted reformation, immorality and wickedneſs have 

ſtill increaſed and overflowed all theſe banks; partly, be- 

cauſe, after all their pretences, the laus wert not vigo- 


f rouſly put in execution, (and as good, no law nor penal- 
mp, as no execution,) and partly, becauſe theſe lim. 
DM makers, being alſo themſelves the law-breakers, have 

entruſted the execution to ſuch as are generaly ringlead- 


ers in a variety of ' groſs immoralities ; it is not likely, 
that ever Gop will countenance and bleſs fact attempts, 
whereby (contrary to ſcripture and all good order,) the 
eccleſiaſtical power is ſubjected to the civil, and miniſters 
made the bare inſpectors of mens manners, and inform- 
ers to inferior judges, without having it in their power 
to oblige fack tranſgreſſors (if obſtinate) to compear be- 
fore church judicatories, and conform and ſubmit to the 
laws of CR 1s r's houfe. Nay, ſo far will Gos be from 
approving ſuch eraſtian methods of reformation, that he 
will certainly viſit for this, among all our other iniquities, 
| and in his own due time make a breath upon us, becauſe 
1 we ſought him not in the due order. Wherefore, and 
for all thefe grounds, the preſbytery teſtify againſt both 
church and ſtate, as in their conftitutions eraſtian and 
antiſcriptural, including the ſabftitution and acknow- 
ledgment of another head add governor over the church 
than CauisT, as may be ſufficiently evident from the 
proge above adduced. — And particularly, becauſe the 
ritiſ united conſtitution is fach ag involves the whole 
land, and all ranks therein, in the dreadful 'of 
2 communicating with idolaters, apoſtaly; per- 
d Jury, & *. They declare they" can have no communion 
BY therewith ; but that it is ſuch an aſſbciation as that 
; HGov's call to his people, concerning it, is, “ Come out 
4 from among them. Be ye ſeparate, and touch not 
the unelean thing, and T will receive youy faith the 
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of-fre/and have aceeded, and fubmittcd.themielyes 


to the preſbytery, and one of their number is fixed 


zmong them as their proper paſtor ; the preſtterꝝ in- 


tended t have dabei fomertiog by way of appendix 


tothe above Teſtimony, with relation to the ſtate of re 


gion in that kingdom, eſpecially with regard to che 


ſetile ment of the Preſbyterian religion there, , But % 


dioceſun Epiſcapacy is the religion there eſtablithed by 


law, againſt which the preidnery has deelared aud tei- 
tiſcriptural, anticovenanted, 
and merely a human and political * '(whether 


tified, (as above) as an an 


conſiderxd abſtractly, or complexly with that in the king - 
dom of Scat land,) there needs nothing be further ſaid 
anent it: And u thoſe called Preſbyterians in cim. 
ave equaliy enemies to the true covenanted Preſbyterian 
cauſe with thoſe. of the revolution church of Su, 


ſo the above teſtimony equally ſtrikes againſt them wu 
the other. There ſeems, however, to be this copſide- 
rable difference betwixt the Preſhyterians in Sana and  * 
treland; 'viz. That altho' the ſettlement is the ſame: 4 
to the matter of it, yet ſo it is not as to the form or 
manner of it; the Preſbyterians in [reland neither hav- 
ing, nor claiming any other ſecurity or foundation ſor 
their different mode of religious Worſhip than the royat 


indulgence, or toleration act. And therefore, as the 


preſbyrery did and do teſtify again toleration, and told 
ration principles, diſclaiming ſuch an antiferiptural ſhe}. 
terz they therein, of conſcquence, bear witnefi und tei - 
timony againſt all ſuch as du in theſe lande (here Gon 


has given his people a claim of another kind, profefſediy 
dwell under ſuch a ſhadow. But beſides, the preſtytery 


view them (complexly conſidered,) as unf df their 2. 
regard or notice in theſe papers, as to engaging in aux 


particular or explicit teſtimomy again it them, in as much 
as they have denuded themſelves of almoſt any 
to the Preſbyterian name, by not only diſclaimi 
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len from the belief and profeſſion of the moſt important 
and fundamental truths of Chriſtianity; thereby plainly 
diſcovering themſelves to be creatures of quite another 
ſpecies and ſpirit, than the miniſters of IESsUS CHRIST, 
and friends to the bleſſed ſpiritual Bridegroom; deſerv- 
ing rather to be termed a Frldgogue of Libertines, a club 

of Socinians, Arians, Pelagians, &c. banded together againſt 
Carts, and the doctrines of his croſs, than a ſynod of 
the miniſters of the goſpel: Therefore, as the presbytery 
teſtify and remonſtrate againſt them, their toleration, or 
indulpenee footing, on which they profeſſedly ſtand, to- 
gether with their poiſonable jumble and medley of errors, 
commonly called New-light,-adopted, and with the great - 
eſt warmth and diligence, ſpread and propagated by moſt 
of them, and connived at and tolerated by the reſt, and 
all their books or prints wrote by them, or others of the 
like ſpirit with them, in defence of theſe dangerous and 
damnable tenets ; ſo they do hereby judicially warn and 
exhort all the people under their inſpection there, to be- 
ware of ſuch men, and ſuch books, however they may 
varniſh over the doctrines they bring, with [fine words, 
fair ſpeeches and pretences, in order to deceive the hearts 
of the ſimple: And this, as they would not incur the 
diſpleaſure of à holy and jealous God, and have their 
ſouls defiled and deſtroyed by theſe errors. On the con- 
trary, to endeavout to have their minds and underſtand- 
ings enlightened with the knowledge of the truths of 

_ CarisT, and myſteries of his goſpel, and their hearts 
warmed with the love of them; ſo that being through 
grace eſtabliſhed in the belief of the truth, the may not 
© be as children toſſed to and fro, and carried about 
« with every wind of doctrine, by the ſleight of men, and 
« cunning craftineſs, whereby they ly in wait to deceive, 
#þb- iv. 14, 15. But ſpeaking the truth in love, may 
% grow up in all things unto him, which is the Head, 
even Cunisr ;” and ſtriving to refrain and keep them- 


_ ſelves from every wicked; offenfive and backſliding courſe, 


and to live ſoberly, righteouſſy and godly, blameleſs and 
harmleſs as the ſons of Gop, without rebuke, adorning 
the goſpel of CyrrsT with a converſation becoming the 
ſame ; ſo ſhall they thereby glorify Go p, and tranſmit 
a faithful teſtimony for the deſpiſed truths of CHRIS to 
poſterity, that ſo there may be a ſeed to do ſervice unto 
im in theſe lands, and make his name to be remem- 

_ hered chrough all generationa. 222 
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about civil fociety and t their corruption 
| worſhip, ſinful terms if communion, Scc. Ge. 


* 


covered the reaſons, why they are obliged to diſapprove 
of both, proceed, next, to take notice of ſome of e 
parties that have made the moſt ſpecious appearances for © 
reformation in this land fince the Revolution, of Which 
chat party commonly known by the name of the Sereſſion, _ 
are not the leaft remarkable. *Tis vaſt pity, and it is 
with grief and lamentation, that the preſbytery find them- 
ſelves, in point of duty, obliged to lift up a teſtimony - 
againſt the formentioned party; conſidering, that they 
have made a proteſſed appearance under a judicial ban- 
ner diſplayed for truth, and a covenanted work of re- 
formation, and have, in reality, ſhewed much zeal in 
oppoting a variety of errors in doctrine, corruption in 
diſcipline, and government, moſt prevalent in the nation- 
al church of Scotland; haye contributed to vindicate ſome 
of the moſt important truths and doctrines of the Chri- 
ſtian faith, that have been openly impugned in this day 
of blaſphemy, and may have been inſtrumental in turn- 
ing many to righteouſneſs, and reviving the exerciſe of 
ical godlineſs among not a few: But as Paul with=- © 
ſtood Peter to the face, and teftified againſt big diffimu- 
lation, tho” both of them apoſtles of our common Loap 
and Saviour; ſo it ſtill remains duty to teſtify againſt 
the moſt godly, and ſuch as may have been very uſeful 
to the church in many reſpects, in ſo far as they have not 
ſhewed. themſelves carne contenders for the faith once 
delivered to the ſaints, but habe dealt-treacheroully with 
Gop in the concerns of his * nn * 
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114 } 
juſt regret they proceed to obſerve, that they are obliged 
to teſtify again this party deſigned, firſt,” by the title of 
The aſſociate preſbytery, (and then that of The aſſociate 
ſynod ; - and that particularly, for their error in doc- 

trine, treachery in covenant, partiality and gyranny in 
diſcipline and government. It may at firſt ſeem ſtrange, 
to ſee a charge of error advanced agalnſt hoſe h⁰ made 
the countenancing of error in the judicatories o the eſta- 
bliſhed church, one principal ground of their ſeceſſion 
therefrom. But by taking a narrower view ofthe prin- 
ciples and doctrines which they have roundly, and plain- 
:ly aſſerted, and endeavoured · to juſtify in their printed 
pamphlets anent civil government, the reception and be- 
lief of which they zealouſly inculcate upon their follow. 
ers, it will appear, that their ſcheme is ſo far from tend - 
ing to promote the declarative glory of Gop, and the 
real good of human and religious ſociety, or the church 
of God, which are the very ends of the divine ordinance 
of magiſtracy, that it is not only unſcriptural, blitanitiſerip- 

_ . tural, contrary to the common ſentiments of mankind; and 
introductive of anarchy and confuſion in every nation, 
ſhould, it; be thoroughly adopted, and therefore ought to 
be teftified againſt. The ſum of their principles anent civil 
magiſtracy, may be collected from theſe few paſſages, to 
BE be Bund in a print entitled, Aſers by the afſotiate priſby- 
teryto reaſons of diſſent, &c. Page 30. This divine law, not 

tc only endows men in their preſent ſtate with a natural 
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.inclination to civil ſociety and government, but it pre- | 
ſents unto them an indifperifible neceſſity of erecting 
the ſame into ſome form, as 4 moral duty, the obti- 


gation. and benefit whereof, no wickedneſs in them 
can loſe.or e 74. Whatever magiſtrates 
any civil ſtate acknowledged, were to be ſubjected to 


; ie the fame. P. 50. Such a meaſure. of theſe 


qualifications, (iz, ſcriptural) and duties cannot be 
required for the being of the lawful agate office, 
either as cflential to it, or a condition of it ſint qua non. 
1ſt. It cannot be required as eſſential thereunto ; for 
then it would be the ſame thing with ma iſtracy, which 


is groſly abſurd, and big with abſurdities.” In the 
next place, it cannot be a condition of it u,, qua non, 
. or, without which one is not really a magiſtrate, how- 
ever far ſuſtained as ſuch by civil ſociety; for then 


© no perſon could be a magiſtrate, unleſs he Were ſo 
* fauldefly. The due meaſure and performance of ſcrip- 
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« tut Widliications and duties belong not to the being | 
* and validity of the magiſtrate's office, but to the well- q 
«© being. and uſefulheſs thereof. P. 85. The precepts ; 
16 alrcad * explained, are a rule of duty towards any who i 
© Are, and while they are acknowledged as magiſtrates bb 
40 Nan civil ſociety. Nothing needs be added for the {| 
te clearing of this, but the overthrow of à diſtinftion — 
«* that has been made of thoſe that.are acknowledged aa _—_ 
« magiſtrates by the civil ſociety, into fuch as are ſo by =_ 
te the preceptive will of Gop, and ſuch are ſo by his 5 
„ providential will only ; which diſtinction is altogether i 
& groundleſs and, abſurd. All providential magiſtrates ö 
„ are alſo preceptive, and that equally in the above re- f 
ie ſpect, biz. as to the origin of their office ;) the office , 


_ 


« and Authority of them all, in itſelf confidered, doe; 

* equally arife from, and, agree unto:the preceptive wil 

c b. H. 88. The precepts already | explained, 

r ee een ae { 
Folz. Prov. XXIv. 21, Eccl. x. 4. Like xx. 25. Rom. ' 

4. Xiij. 18. TH. in. 1. 1 Pet. ii. 13,18.) are a rule of 

« duty equally towards any who are, and while they arc ; 

«M'acknowledged as magiſtrates by the civil ſociety ; hey N 

ape, and continue to be 4 rule of duty in this matter, 

4 particularly, to all the Lon v's people, in all periods, 

« places and caſes.” Theſe few paſſages, containing the. 
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[upreme governour h rr: 
( | il to. e being of .a_lawful magi- 
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inveſted with that office over his profefling*people, tho 


tis confeſſed there are many that are neceſſary to the well. 


being and uſefulneſs of that office: And therefore, 4th, 
That no act, or even habitual ſcries of the greateſt wick- 
edneſs and mal-adminiſtration can forfeit the perſon's 


right to the people's ſubjection, for conſcience ſake, con- 
| fidered as individuals, while the majority of a nation 
continue to recogniſe and own his authority. The ab- 
ſurdity of this ſcheme of principles may 5 appear 
at firſt view to every unbiaſſed mind that is bleſſed with 


any competent meaſure of common ſenſe and diſeretion, 


and tolerable knowledge of divine revelation. That 
magiſtracy is a divine ordinance, flowing originally from 
Jz=novan, the ſupreme and univerſal Sovereign of He a- 


VEN and earth, as the ultimate fountain thereof, cannot 


23 : Neither is it to be r but 1 _ 
Lonp has lodged a power and right in the people, 

_ choofing and ating up thoſe . a that ſhall + 

civil government over them, and to whom they will ſub. 


mit themſelves ; But then, while God has lodged this 


power in the people, of conyeying the right of civil au- 
thority to their magiſtrates, > Yi at the ſame time 
given them poſitive and unalterable laws, according to 
which they are to proceed, in ſetting up their magiſtrates; 
and, by the ſovereign authority of the Great Law-giver, 
are they expreſly bound to act in agreeableneſs” to theſe 


rules, without any variation, and that, under the-pain ' 


of rebellion againſt him, who is King of kings, and 
Lon p of lords. The preſbytery, therefore, teſtify againſt 
this ſcheme of ſeceding principles, calculated, in order 
to inculcate a ſtupid ſubjection and obedience, to every 


poſſeſſor of regal dignity, at the expence of trampling 


upon all the, laws of Gop, reſpecting the inſtitution, 
conſtitution, and adminiſtration of the divine ordinance 
of magiſtracy, Particularly, this opinion is, 


© 1f,, Contrary to the very nature of magiſtracy, as de- 


ſcribed In the ſcriptures of truth, where we are taught, 
that all authority to be acknowledged of men, muſt be 
of Gon, and ordained of Gop. e divine ordination 


of magiſtracy is the alone formal reaſon of ſuhjection 
' thereto, and that which makes it a dammable fin to reſiſt + 
So the apoſtle teacheth, Rom. xiii. 1. Sc. © There is 
«© no power but of Gop; the rs that be, are ordain- 
„ ed of Gop,” Not only ls it the current fenitment of 
orthodox divines upon the place, but the text and con- 


exerciſe 
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. text makes it undeniably evident, that by power here, is 
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underſtood, not a natural, but a moral power, conſiſt- 
ing not only in an? ability, but in a right to command. : 
hich power is ſaid to be ordained of Gop, as import» 


jag, not merely the roceeding of the thing from Gon 


rovidentially, but ſuch a being from Gop, as carrieth 


in it his inſtituting or appointing thereot, by the warrant 


of his word, law, or precept. So that that power which 


bs to be owned as of Gov, includeth theſe two particu- 


lars, "without which, no authority can be acknowledged 
2s Go grdinance, viz. inſtitution and conſtitution, ſo 
as to poſfels him, who 5 Gop' miniſter, with a moral 
power. In the divine. inſtitution of magiſtracy is con- 
tained, not only the appointment of it, but the N 
the office in its qualifications and form, in a moral ſenſe, 
preſcribing what ſhall be the end, and what the meaſure 
of its e how the ſupreme power ſhall rule 
and be obeyed, Again, the Kay br. of the power, 
or the determination of the form, and inveſtiture of the 
e 7 with the government, is of Go; 
ence our Savioun, John x; 35. in his application of 
theſe words in the Pfalnu, © f ſaid,” ye are gods,” to 
* ſhews how they were gods, ©. becauſe unto 
« them the word of Gop came; that is, by his word 
and warrant he authoriſed them; his conſtitution is paſt 
upon them, who are advanced by men, according to his 


law in his word, When therefore a nation acts according 


to divine rule; in che moulding of government, and ad- 
vaneing of perſons to tlie exerciſe of it; there the go- 
vernment and governours may be ſaid to be ordained of 
Gop.. But that government chat is not conſonant to the 
diving ipftitution, and thoſe governours, that are not 
advanced to the ack of ſupreme rule, in a Chriſtian, 
land, hy the people, regulating themſelves by the divine 
law, cannot be {aid to be the powers ordained of Gon. 


It is not merely the, conveying. the imperial dignity by, 


men unto any particular perſon, that conſtitutes the 
power to be of Gop z but becauſe, and in ſo far as this 

is done by virtue of à warrant from Gop, and in agree - 
ableneſs to his law, that the acdion hath the authority of 


Gop upon it. | 


Hence, if in this matter there is a ſubſtantial differ» 


1 


ence from, or contrariety to the divine rule, then there 
is nothing but a contradiction to God's ordi 


nothing | | nance : This; 
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that Gp 
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bas whollyTeft the determination of this orfinifite to 
men, "abſolutely and unlimitedly, giving them an un» 

bounded Bberty to act therein, according to their own 
Pe, ANY is moſt abſurd. From the whole, it 

a ollows, that more is requiſite than the inclinations of 
any people, to conſtitute a lawful magiſtrate, ſuch as can 
be acknowledged Gop's ordinance. * That power, which 
in its inſtitution and conſtitution is of God, by his law, 
an alone challenge ſubjection, not only for wrath, but 
„„ c nd 
_2dly, The preſbytery teſtify againſt this Tcheme of 


G 
- 


| Per on the uncercain and corrupt will of man. "But 
that this anarchical ſyſtem is not of divine authority, but 


vernment, fitting and dapacſtating a man to diſcharge i] 
the duties of the magiſtratical office, to the glory of Gov, In 
| and the gdod of his people; without this he ought not * 
to be choſen. Dem. i. 13. Take ye wiſe men and un- 
1c get ſtanding, and Known among your tribes, and I will IF « 
; % make them rulers over You 2 Here is a precept, di- 8. 
recting tlie People in their choice ; they muſt hot be chil- Nl « 
dren nor fools; if ſo, chey are plagues and puniſhments, IF « 
inſtead of ſcriptural magiſtrates, who are always a bleffing. v 
And they 'muft be men of Known integrity and affection i G 
to the real welfare of 7/7ael, not ſuch as are Known to or 
be haters of,” and diſaffected to che 1/raet of God. A- Ife. 
Zug, che expreſs law of the king, is, that he muſt be 
22 | one 
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In, and ſhalt ſay, I will ſet a king over me, like as all 

« the nations about me; Thou ſhalt in anywiſe ſet him 
. « king over thee, whom the Lox p thy Goh ſhall chooſe; 
One from among thy brethren ſhalt thon ſet king over 
«. thee, thou mayſt not ſet, a ſtranger over thee, Who is 


racter, 18 b of mind and qualifications, as Gon point- 
e 


and poſitively, he muſt be a brother; which relation 5 | 


. 


7 ND. 4x0 
not to be: confined to that of kindred or nation, but e- 


j- every. nation bleſſed with the light of divine, revelation, -"_ 

J- in their ſetting up of civil rulers, poiniing forth on whom | 
e they may, and on whom they may not confer this ho- 
05 nourable office. The ſame truth is con 


o 


u- “ govern?—ls it fit to ſay to a king, bc are wick- 


's, i ©, cd? and.toprinces, Le are 70 5 i» lanbich words. 
phe 
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to its being aud eſſence, ) is 


VV 


winion and ſovereignty in the world: It is not only ſup- 


rted and affirmed, that he chat 


poſed, but ſtrongly | 
; | See right ſhould not govern. ' Again, 1 Cor, vi. 1, 4, . 


e If then ye have judgment of things pertaining te this 
« life, ſet them to judge; — is it o, that there is not 


ia wiſe man among you ? no, not one that is able to 
« judge between his brethren ?” All theſe texts, Which 


are plain, poſitive moral precepts, whereby Gor hath 


© ſer boundaries about his own ordinance, that it be not 
corrupted by men, as they demonſtrate what magiſtrates 


ought to be, and prove that they cannot be of Goy's 
ordaining, who have not theſe qualifications ;-S0 they e- 
vince, that ſcriptural qualifications are nothing leſs ne- 


ceſſary and eſſential to the being of a kiwful ſcriptural 


magiſtrate, than the conſent of the people; and;conſe- 
323 ſufficiently overturn this antiſcriptural ſeheme. 

eders indeed grant, that God hath dec Bis will, 
concerning the choice of magiſtrates in the above, and 
ſuch like precepts: But, from their granting theſe ſerip- 
tural qualifications to be only advantageous to thoſe that 


have them, and neceſſary to the well-being and uſefulneſs 
of lawful magiſtrates, and at the ſame time denying chem 


to be neceſſary to the being thereof; it neceſſarily follows, 
as the conſequence of their ſentiments, thatthey allow civil 
ſociety a negative over the ſupreme Lawgiver in this mat- 
ter; and in fo doing, exalt the will and inclination of the 
creature above the will of the Creator, which is the ve- 
ry definition of fin. Say they in the fore-quoted pam- 
phlet, page 8oth, It is manifeſt, that the d 

* and performance of ſcriptural qualifications and duties, 


6 


- «© belong not to the being and validity of the magiſtrate's 
Office, but to the e Hom uſefulneſs thereof.” 
How eafy is it here to turn 


eir own artillery againſt 
thenfielves, and ſplit their argument with a wedge of its 
'own timber? For if, as is granted, ſcriptural qualificati- 
ons are eſſential to the uſefulneſs of the magiſtrates office, 


they muſt alſo be neceſſary to the being thereof, otherwiſc 
. it is in idſelf quite uſeleſs : And if in itſelf uſeleſs, with 
reſpect to the great ends thereof, without the due meaſure 
of ſcriptural qualifications, it 'cannet then be the ordi- 


nance of Gon, in regard it muſt not be ſuppoſed, that a 


Gon of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, who does nothing 


in vain, has jnftituted an ordinance for the good of his 


eleſs, aud of no profit nor 


people, in fubſerviency to b which yet in itſelf (as 
$ 
g advantage 
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of 7 55 ſays, that he hath Inſtituted ordinances in his re- 


Vicked aud u ge ly men? The ſmalleſt acquaititance 


ſon; be refuſed; that there are any qualifications requiſite, 


| OT. nach as l terms, (if not o ſomewhat more 


t tip 1 


as to them: And as for their compariſon of the * 
magiltrate's' office to other common and ordinary places, 
and' Pretadhons among men, the parallel will not hold, no 
not for inluſtration, far leſs for a proof of their doctrine. 
Nor is there any compariſon, unleſs they can prove, that 
G0 in His Ward has as plainly and poſitively required 
men to be ſo and fb qualified, | before it is awful foe them 
to entet itito, or for others to put them in ſuch 'places 

ad relations, as he has done, with regard to magi 

is is Indeed the ſrope and end of their whole ſcheme, 
to derogate from, degrade and leſſen the dignity of this 
great brdlnance of magiſtracy, allowing it no more than 
what is common to men in general, in other inferior 
ſtates aud ordinary buſineſſes of life, alledging, “That | 
theſe qualiflcations, (which' they grant Gor has pre- 0 1 
* ſeribed in his word) are only advantageous to them _ 
that have them ;” and that, at the hazard of evidently , 

oppofitiz and contradicking the intention of the Spirit of 
as in the above texts of ſcripture, which imply a ſpe« 55 
ciality, and particular appropriation to kings and n | 
in their office; © © | 
— os this A el either, as above Eid, Genies ma- 

to be Gop's ordinance inſtituted in his word z 


vealed will, without preſcribing” any qualifications as eſ- 
ſential to their being, but entirely left the conſtitution 
bf them to the will bf _ ed how —_— is this, and 
derogatory to the of Gor, in all his perfections, 
who is'# Gov of N once to Imagine, that he hath 
ſet 51 of his ordinances, either as to matter or man- 
ner, upon the ptecarious footing of the pure will of 


with divine revelation will readily convince, that he hath 
not. It may as well, and with the ſame parity of rea- 


as eſſenttal to the being and validity of the office of che 
miniftry, but only neceſſary to its well-being and uſeful- 
neſs; and therefore, is as lawful (in its exerciſe)" in the 
want'of theſe qualifications, as the ordinance of magi- 
ſtracy is accounted to be. But how contrary is this to 
ſcripture, Ni. 25 8. 1 Tim. iii. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, Ce. Now, | 
al ene eſe with the above citsd texts, ref] 4 
the qualifications of "magiſtrates, it appears, "that the 
qualifications of the magiſtrate are 3 in the ſame 
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doing it. Both magiftrate and Ace phe ter are, in their 


9940 


different and diſtinct ſpheres with an: equal au- 
thoriry from the law of — Se and obe- 


Aience equally, under the ſame painz, required v0 them 


reſpectively, (as. Dew. xvii. 10 13˙ 2 r 1 to 
11 iii. 17, Cr. Lee lifications of both, 
as above, ſtared and determined wit eq Per ri- 
nefs, making them no leis eſſemial to the being and vali- 
duy of che one, than the other. And this being the caſe, 
it js not cafy to underſtand how Seeders. will, reconcile 


their principles anent civil government, with eir prin- 


ciple and practice, in ſeparating from an eſtabliſhed 
Wien qr. miniſtry, whoſe conſtitution they 14 A 

3 and, who being preſbyterially ordained, are 
Alſo yn cquntenanced by the body of the people ure, 
had they dealt fairly, honeſtiy and impärtialiy in the 


matters of God, they would have acted in this caſe 4 


grecable to their declared principle, oy KN of their 
pamphlet, ug. „ The pallages holding s fo theſe qua- 
2 lificatzons and duties of ma + hg do not by the re- 
6c moteſt hint imply, that, if in any wi ſe 7255 be defici- 
10 ent in, or make defection from the fame; 
tc rity. and commands, even in ee la 
« be ſabjeftcd unto and obeyed, &c. ertainly, ACe 
cording to this, all the deficiences,: defeftipns,; and mal- 
adminiſtrations in the church, could NE ver have. n 2 
warrantable ground {which 225 they make the 
ground) of their ſeparation from her; But on 0 con- 
5e trary, they ſhould ſtill have continued in communion 
with her, and ſubjection 0 ber in matters law ful, in a 
way of teſtifying : Againſt the ſame, and cflaying their 
«© reformation, by all means that were babile for them.” 
Seceders muſt either grant, that 17 "Was, their duty, 
and fo of themſelves condemn their ſeparation as unwar- 
rantable.z or elſe deny, that the qualifications. of the ma- 
giſtrate and miniſter are required in the. ſame - expreſs 
texms in ſcripture; chat both are clothed with an equal 
(cho diſtinct) authority ; and that ſubjection and obedi- 
ence are under che ſame pains enjained to both, ànd conſe- 
een eee, Were and 
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the werkority'of A auch, an that df the | 
fare . AO to-their ſeheme) civil autkho- 
| | is vhtirely reſolved into, and de ads ly upon 
| 2 Will of the civil foc — Bat it is 452 

ſomed, they Will allow, that eelegaltiell Aa is 
derived) and flows from, and depends entirely upon 
the Lu JESUS Cunts alone, the gloricus Judge, 
Law-giverz. aid King of Kis church; fo that (according 
to them) this being of à far more noble extract and ori- 
ginal, it muſt be of far more dangerous conſequence, on 
contemm and cat off it, than the other. 
Aguin, as this doQtrine gives unto men à negative ore 
_ the holy One of Iſrael, it atfo dpens a wide door for in- 
rroducing and enforcing the eiue of deifm, alreddy too 
proce For, If all Whô are ſet up by eivit-fociety; - 
er wicked, and void of the Jungs Go has 
py while "hey are-icknowledged and fubmitted to 
| their couſtit muſt be . e. regarded ay God's 
—— wich thoſe who have thoſe qualifications; then 
it wn follow; that the corrupt will of wieked men legi- 
tithates the magiſtrate's office and W not only 
withours' but in comradictiom to the preceptibe will of 
God 3 and what is this miles e but to exalt 
man abe, Gon, in givin o the univerſal Sovereign 
and ſupreme Law-giver, 55 a confaltative'power in the 
conſtitution of magiſtraty, while it aſtribes-unto man ati 
abſolute and definiti&vt power, whereby they have power 
to receive or teject the lav of Gon, (at leaft teſpecking 
magiſtr . at pleaſure, and their deed of conſtitution be 
equally vatid,'when oppoſite, as when agreeable unto, and 
Ana: upon ay righrcous law : And ſure, by the ſame 
reafoit, that ma he ay take 'z liberty to difpetite with the, | 
authority 6f'GoD, in one point of his commanding wilt; 
he'may A In another, until at laſt every part of it is 
rejected. It is but a contempt of the ſame abuliarity, 
Yo and he thgt offends'in one point, is guilty'of all. Such 
- = the abſurdities thar this their ſcheme leads to, 
la- EG it is hoped the authors do not intent .o. N 
ve be only Habe further to obſerve, that - 
zal bh the other dernen. ifts'Seceders are driven to, in 
li- defence of their favourite notion, chey fay, that ſcrip- - 
= ture quidifications cannot be eſſential to God's ordinance 
ad of magiſtracy, or neceffatily e as 4 condition of 
it ine qua non for chen it, would be the fame thing with 
rmagiftracy: Nor can N quelificatiqns Be be the ee Fo 
0 ine 
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{fine qua non, or, ) without which one could not be a ma- 
giſtrate; for then it would ba neceſſary, that every one 
were poſſeſſed of them faultleſſy, before he could be own- 
ed as a Jawful magiſtrate ; either of which they alledge ; 
would be groſſy abſurd. But this plauſihle and fair · ſet 
argument of theirs, if it prove any thing, will prove 
more than tis ſuppoſed they themſelves will grant, and 
conſequently. proves nothing at all. For the ſame groſa 
abſurdity may, with equal reaſon, be inferred from a 
maintaining, that a due meaſure and performance af ſcrip- 
ture qualifications and duties are eſſential to any other 
of Gop's ordinances, and ſo that theſe are the ordinance 4 
itſelf ; For inſtance, they might as well reaſon” (as ſome 
have juſtly. obſerved already), that ſcripture qualifica- 
tions are not eſſential to. a lawful goſpel miniſter, for 
then it would be the ſame: thing with the migiſtry, it- 
ſelf; Nor gan it be a condition, without which one is 
not really a miniſter, unleſs he were ſo faultleſly. And 
thus they have; at once ſtript, not only: all of the race 
of Alam, that ever exercilcd. that office, but themſelves 
alſo, of any real miſſion, as miniſters, unleſs they have 
aſſumed the Pope's infallibility, and are advanced. to the 
Moravian perfection. So, although the ſcripture de- 
- clares.it eflentia to the true church, that the hold che 
head, yet by their childiſh, reaſoning, this would. infer a 
_ concluſion big with abſurdities, even that this qualifica- 
tion of a true church, is the church itſelf ares in like 
manner, it can no longer be admitted, that faith in 
Car15T, and holinefs, are eſſential to the being of a true 
Chriſtian; for that would he to make faith the fame thing 
ö with a Chriſtian, and would infer, that as in heaven only 
8 Holineſs is in perfection, fo there alone Chriſtians are to 
f be found. Upon the whole, as the Lok p has given an 
indiſpenſible law, reſpecting the conſtitution of kings, 
- ſhewing what conditions and qualificatiqns; are required. 
of them; it undeniably follows, as an eſtabliſhed truth, 
that chriſtianized nations mult inveſt none with that of- 
fice, but in a way agreeable to that law, and theſe alone. 
according to ſeripture, are magiſtrates of GoP's inſtitu- 
tion, who arę in ſome meaſure poſſeſſed of theſe qualiti- 
cations... It is therefore an antiſcriptural tenet, that no- 
thing is requitite to conſtitute; a lawful magiſtrate, but 
the inclinations and choice of the civil ſociaty,.. . 
34h, The preſbytery teſtify againſt this ſyſtem of prin- 
eiples, becaule it has a direct tendency to deſtroy the Jad 
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twixt the preceptive and providential will of Gop, and 


: * 


neceſſarily jumbles and confounds theſe together, in ſuch 


a manner, as a man is left at an utter uncertainty, to know 


when he is accepted and approven of Gon in his cun- 
duct, and when not. That this is the ſcope of their 
principles, is confeſſed, P. 87. of their book: of princi- 
les : Nothing needs be added (ſay they) for the clear- 
ing of this; but the overthrow of a diſtinction that 


Iihgs been made of thoſe who are acknowledged as ma- 


5, giſtrates by civil ſociety, into ſuch as are ſo by the 
*/Preceptive will of Gop, and ſuch are ſo by his. pro- 
i. yidential will only; which diſtinction is altogether 
* groundleſs and abſurd. It will not be refuſed/ that 
all ſuch preceptive magiſtrates art alſo providential. 


But, moxcover; alli ſuch providentiabmagiftrates are al - 


e ſo . preceptive. The office and authority of them all, 
in itſelf conſidered, does equally ariſe from, and agrecs 


to the preceptive will of Gon. A doctrine mot a 


ſhocking in iffelf 1—How ſtrange! that Chriſtians, from 


any conſidetation, will obſtinately maintain a favourite 
opinion, which is confeſſedly built upon, and cannot be 


eſtahliſhed but at the expence of blending and confounda 


the diſtinction thereof is clearly and inv iolably eſtabliſſied 
in the word of Con Altho' divine providenee, which is 
an voſearchable depth, does many times, and in many 


caſes, ſerve as a domentary to open up the hid myſteries 


af ſcripture revelations: yet, Where the law of Gon in 
the ſcriptures of truth is ſilent, there providence regulates 

not, is neither inſtitutive, nor declarative of Gon's will. 
to be done by us; and where the ſaid divine law doth ar- 
dain or deliver a rule to us in any caſe, there providence 
gives no relaxation, allowance or countermand to the 


contrary: (See Gee on magiſtracy, in his excellent diſ- 


courſe on providence.) That an overthrow of chis ne - 
ceſſary diſtinction, fox che ſake of the above dangerous 
ſeheme, cannot be admitted of, in a conſiſtency with #/ 


due regard to the authority of revealed religion, and 


that therefore the right and lawfulneſs of magiſtracy cis 


ing the preceptive and providential will of Gon While 


nat founded upon the providential will of Gon, thaugk 


they are countenanced and ſupported by the majority ft 
a, nation, will partly appear from the following conſide- 


rat s 
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 preceptive and providemial will ot Cob, men is prbel. 
dence equally iti all reſpects the rule of duty as), much | 


as the: precept is; and ſo man ſhould be left at uu utter 
uncertainty, what is duty, in regard of the; oppofirion 
chat is many times bet wirt praqvidential difpenfauons and 


dhe precept: Nay, then it is ĩmpoſſible that mam can be 


y of fin, in tranſgreffing the.divine will, becauſe Go 
infallibly brings to paſs, by hs Roly ant! over-ruting 
_ providence; whatever he has decreed by his ercrmab pur- 

. poſe, Rom: nth Ant thus the Fews, in murdering the 
Son of Gop, ſhoulth: be acquitted from - the charge of 
Suih, and could not be ſdid to trauſgreſt the dne will, 


Adly, If no diftinftion is to be made berwixzt/the pre- 


F ceprive and providentialwilt of Gon, but providence i; 
declararive of the pretept, then isprovidenice; a/eotnplcat 
rule without the written word: Ahl this at once ſuper: 
ledes the neceſmy of divine reveiation, and derogates 
from the fufficienty and perfettion ef the ſtriptures of 
truth. The written word is ufflrmed to be ge fedd; P/al. 
X. . Sinners ard reproved for doing that which the 


wurd gate no command for; Fes, viwr 2.6: au, . — 


chaltenged for fottowing theſe: 
Ha . 1, 25344 bir It is beg d the oor prefuni — 


tg ſet up providentel for a rule, in oppaſitiont ic the 
Vritten law of Gonps| Hence it inuſſ -brreonchided; Either 
at ile preceptive wil of Gon in the {tripratey . im- 
—— or the lawsitherein repenlable by providence; or 
then that providence cannot de the rule f human actions. 
Zu, It de diſt inc tion betwirt the peeceptive” and Pre- 
Vvidentiab will of Gh is to be dverihHrown, then provi- 

dence muſt be expreflive> of Go approbative | ordine- 
tion, equnlly as i his fyovealed will i Fory without this, 


(16 ui, che divine-approbation)othere can be no-lawful | 


title ro whar/is-poſeficd: Put this is what providehee of 
itſelf cannot do; it cannot without'the-precept diſcover 
either Gop's ald wance or diſallowance. 1 er tkis di- 
ſtinstion is denied, ant the providentiat will of Gh af- 
terted to be declarative of his preceptive,” and ſo of his 
dpprobative will ; ii remains to be/thanifeſted, where and 
how it hath been ted of Cub for ſhed an end, an 
_ endthat is by the ſpirit of Gon denied unto it, Seel. ix. 
1 2. 4 bh, If this nieton is to de oyerthrown; then 
eicher the providentiab will of Gov, 'withoue any regard 
to the precept, in every caſe, and in every fort of tenure, 
1 A uſt and lawſuÞ right and title; or Go bath de- 


clared 
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dared, in hi yard. that. 1 17 be Gay drome alin 
nes in che only, 5, wat, cha 8 whotoexer 


ndency. in the igclinations of the — — V Uher 5 
methods this. is Ades, it matters not, and ſo is 


i che hand of providencꝶ 70 {cd up above all his x nals 1 


to the regal Aer, he is the lawful magiſtrate, Gon“ 


or nance according to — pręceꝑt· The fixſt canng be | 


it were impious ta ſuppoſo it; for that would juſtify 


all robberies. and. viclences, and Fcuunee Pee frauds 


the latter, for where. is it 19 he found in all the book. 
1 revelation, that Gon hath. — ſuch a law 
touching PAGE ? But how big with abſurdities, 40 
i that holy Gov. has given 20 — a plain and 2 — 


tiye lay to be his governing, rule in every e 


concerns Narr 15 of A FACF 2 0 . 
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ſtiled the Gop of this world. Now, i it cannot be refuſed, 
but chat the power he exerciſes is providential, (er a 
power of permiſſion ;) and it is moſt, certain, chat it is 
with the conſent aud god ill of all the children of men, 
while in a natural ſtate: But are men therefore obliged to 
acknowledge his authority, or ſubmit toſthat providential | 
power he maintains. over them., If every das ne | 
pawer is alſo ꝓreceptive, the anſwer muſt he given 

affirmative. , The like may be ſaid. of the Pope of e 

the deyil's captain- general, 1 giſplay his hell. 

againſt the King of kings, and Lord of londs, with rar 
to thoſe nations where he is acknowledged in his diaboli- 
cal ꝓretentions. It can be ro n purpoſe for eceders 0 
alledge; chat the Pope claims a power unlawkul: in itſelf, 
and, therefore cannot, be owned, in regard che perſon 
whom they make a preiended acknowledgment of, as their 
. Sovereign | is hy Ihe att of * epatlitation: * | 


e Ita 
ed wich a fimifiak power; a power both civil and ceclef. 
aſtic. and declared to be head of the church, as well as 
the ſtate. Nothing cherefore remains for them, but ei- 


| ther to acknowledge chis clear diſtinction berwite the pro- 


vidential and preceptive will of Gop, or then profeſs the 
lawfulneſs of both the above mentioned powers. 6thly, 
If the foreſaid diſtinction is too big with abſurdities to be 
rereived, and if the authority of all providential magi- 
ſtrates does equally ariſe from, and agree uiito the precept, 
then it would be no ſin to reſiſt the powers ordained of 
Go, provided that providence proves auſpicious and fa- 
vourable to the rebel, and advances him to the throne, 
with the good will of his fellow rebellious ſubjects, by 
expelling the lawful Sopereign; at leaſt ſuch reſiſtance 
could not be determined to be ſinful, till once the event 
declared; whether providence would countenance the 
treaſonable attempt or not. Thus what the apoſtle de- 
clares a damniable fin, Rom. xiii. 2. muſt be juſtified and 
made the fayndation of ſubſequent duty, if patronifed by 
_ a multitude.” This they (evidently maintain, as appears 
from their deelaration of principles, P. 82: where, pre- 
tending to obviate ſome difficulties anent their principles, 
ariſing from the people of Gop's diſowning antiſeriptural 
magiſtrates: The whole nature of any ſimple revolt, 
9 * Fay they,) lies in breaking off immediately from the 
« civil body, by withdraw ing from, or withdrawing part 
e of their territories; and then it neceſſarily follows at 
«the ſame time, that theſe revolters break off from the 
(© head of this civil body, without ever denying his au- 
e thority over the members who ſtill cleave' unto the 
« fame.” This, in connexion with their grand founda- 
tion principle, and the ſcope of their diſcourſe at the a- 
dove citation, diſcovers that they grant, that if the whole 
civil ſociety ſhould reject the authority they had ſer up, 
(however agreeable it ſhould have been to the preceptive 
will of Go, and ſhould again ſet up another, (though 
never ſo oppoſite thereto), their doing ſo would be 
 Tawful; bur it is not lawful for a few to difown any 
_ authority, (however wicked and antiſcriptural), unleſs 
they can at the ſame time withdraw from, or withdraw 
part of his territories. Nothing can be more abſurd than 
to fay, that à people are bound by the laws of Gop to 
give ſubjection for (conſcience fake, and yet at the fame 
ume are at liberty to'caſt off and reject the ſame autho- 
rity at pleaſure. If the magiſtrate be lawful, it is MI 


— 


tenſions of an ill- grounded leyalty. Again, how abſurd 
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deſtroyed: Thus, if the chevalicr had ſucceeded in his 


- ty4inlawfal to reje@him ʒ an attempt to diveſt him ot his 
office, power and authority, tho? cartied on by the pri. 
nme regni, is rebellion againſt God. It is moſt ridicu- 
- Jous to alledge, that a people conſidered as à body poli- 
tic, are not under the ſame obligation to their rightful 
- fovereign, as when they are conſidered as individuals, but 
may lawfully reject him, and ſet up another, if they 
pleaſe; fo that he who one day is Gop's miniſter, next 
day hath no title to that office, but if he elaim it, muſt 
be treated as a traitor, whereby all ſecurity tliat can poſ- 
ſihly be giden to the moſt lawful magiſtrate, is at once 


late attempt, had gained the favour of the primores re- _ | 


ęꝑni, and thereby mounted the Britiſh throne ; Seceders 
muſt chen, of neceſſity, either have quit their preſent prin- 
eiples, or then have ſubjected to his yoke for conſcienee 
ſake; under the pain of eternal damnation; His being a 
profeſſed Papiſt, and enſlaved vaſſal of Rome, could not 


have warranted them to leave their place of fuhjection to 


him While owned by the civil: ſociety, and fo they muſt 


have treated the 3 powers as uſurpers and eneniſies 
o' they now flatter them with the pre- 


and ſclf-contradictory to grant; that a minor part may not 


only revolt, but alſo withdraw part of a prince's territo-· 
ries ; and yet that the ſame party may not, when reſid- 
ing in the nation, refuſe to acknowledge the law fulneſs 


of an antiſcriptural power. This is to ſay, that people 
are no longer obliged to ſubmit to authority, than they 
are in capacity to withdraw from, or withdraw part of their 


prince's territories trom him, and ſo to juſtify their rebel- 
Tion, by that which can only be a terrible aggravation of 


— 


their fin. Theſe, with a number of other abſurdities, na- 


_ tively flow from a denial of the diſtinction betwixt the pro- 


vidential and precepiive will of Gop, making the tile of 
the lawful magiſtrate depend ſolely upon the will of the 
people. W N more /evident-than this, that if the 
inelinations of the people, excluſive of all other qualifi- 


ations, conſtitute à lawful magiſtrate, then, (though he 
rules never "fo agreeable tio Gop's preceptive will), ſo 


ſoon as this body, (tho? in a moſt unjuſt aud tyrannical 


manner) caſts him off, he that moment for ever loſes all 


title and claim to the office, and can no longer be re- 


garded as à lawful magiſtrate. A principle that in its na- 


> 
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ture and tendeney is introductive of all anztchy and cu . 
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d and with the 3 Propriety eee the enco- 
mium of the antigovernment ſcheme. 
vthly, This anarchical ſyſtem of principles, which de- 
ſtroys the above juſt and neceſſary diſtinction, is directly 
in oppoſition to che laudable, and almoſt univerſal . 
Fires of all nations, in ordaining and enacting certain fun- 
damental laws, conſtitnttons and proviſos, hereby the 
+throne is fenced, the way to it limited, and the property 
thereof prediſpoſed.” The ſcripture ſufficiently diſcovers , 
- thoſe reſtrictions and rules, which Gop himſelf hath pre- 
ſcribed and laid down, for directing and determining of 
his people's procedure about the erection of magiſtrates, 
And profane hiſtory; abounds. in diſcovering certain 
- fundamental laws, and conditions to take place, almoſt 
in every nation, without conforming; to which, none 
can be admitted to that dignity over them. But to what 
purpoſe are any ſuch laws and conſtitutions, if chis vague 
principle is once admitted, which cancels and diſannuls 
all ſuch priviſos and acts? Why ſhould Moſes have been 
ſo ſolicitous about his ſueceſſor in the government of I/ 
ruel, Numb. xxvii. 15, 16, 17. if Gop had ordained the 


inclinations of the people alone ſhould, determine it: Or 


to what purpoſe did T/ael, after the death of Joſſua, aik 
of Gor, Who ſhould be their leader? if their own in- 
clinations alone were ſufficient to determine it. If Goo 
bath declared, that the corrupt will of the people is the 
alone baſis of civil power; then, not only are all ſtate 
conſtitutions, and fundamental laws uſeleſs, becauſe, on 


every vacancy of the throne, they not only muſt all give 


place to the ſuperior obligation, the incontrolable law, 
of the uncertain inclinations of the body politic, but 
they are in their nature unlawful; their proper uſe in 
every nation, being to prevent all invaſion upon the go- 
vernment, by unqualified perſons, and to illegitimate it, 
if at any time done. So that, if the conſent of civil ſo- 


ciety is the only eſſential condition of government which 


Goh hath authoriſed, - not only are all ſcriptural condi- 


tions and qualifications. uſeleſs and unlawful, but alſo 


all human ſecurities, either from intruders, or for law- 
ful governours, are unlawful, in regard the very deſign 
of them all is to oppoſe this grand foundation. principle, 
the jure-divinity of which Seceders have found out, and 
do confidently maintain. And thus, by the ſeceding 


ſcheme, is condemned, not only the. practice of almoſt 


all othet nations, determining by: law ſome indiſpenſible 
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Scripture and” covenant<qualifications were then made 


yet by 


ſion of the bleflings and privileges of his everlaſting 


ſent good; and fo to bleſs Gop, for permitting his ene- 


ſelyes upon the ruins thereof: To bleſs him for making 


is alſo condemne 
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qualificarions that their rulers muſt have; but partieu- 
larly, the practice of thefe once reformed lands, when 4 
reformation had the ſanction; not only of eccleſia . 
tic, but alſo of civil authority, is hereby condemned. 


eſſential to the being of a lawful magiſtrate, by the fun -k 
damental laws and conſtitutions of the nations; ſo that 2 
however the inclinations of the people might run, (as fie 
ſoon 5 were turned in oppoſition to theſe ) - 
ele laws, and in a conſiſtency with that conſti- 

tution, none could be admitted to the place or places of x 
civil authority, but ſuch as profeſſed, and | outwardly 
practiſed, according to ' reformation principles; ſee 4 
1 6th,  Seff. 24, Parl. ibag. And how happy we had 
been, if we had conſtantly acted in conformity to theſe 
agreeable laws, experience both former and latter wilt 
bear witneſs. How much better had it been for us, to 
have walked in God's ſtatutes, and executed his judg- 
ments, than by our abhorrence of them, and apoſtaſy 
from them,; to proyoke himito give us ſtatutes that are 
not good, and judgments whereby we cannot live, C Ezet. 
xx. 25.) or have any comfortable enjoyment and poſſeſ- 


goſpel, as it is with us at this day. And yet, this is 
what Seceders would have us careſſing, embracing and 
(with them) bleffing Gop for, under the notion of a pre- 


mies (in anger againſt an ungrateful and gw'cy people,) 5 
to overturn his work and intereſt, and eſtabliſh them- 


our own iniquities to correct us, and our backflidings to 
reprove us, until we know what an evil and bitrer' thing 
it is to depart from the LoxD-Gop of our fathers: TO 
bleſs him (for what is matter of lamentation,)' chat the 
adverſaries of Zion are the chief, and her enemies pro- 
ſper ; Lam. i. 5. and all this abſtractly, under the notion 
of good, which comes very near the borders of blaſ- 
r SFF 
e But moreover, the civil ſettlement at the Revolution, 
d by this principle of theirs; not becauſe* . 
of its oppoſition to a covenanted reformation, but in re- 
gard it includes ſome eſſential qualifications required in 
the ſupreme civil ruler. The nations are, by that deed 
of conſtitution, bound up in their election of. a mayi- 
ſtrate; and all Papiſts, duch as marry with Papiſts,- 2 p 


7. 
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do not publicly profeſs the Proteſtant. religion, are de- 
clared incapable of the throne. 80 that we ſee the pre- 
ſent law makes ſome. other qualifications, beſides the 
conſent of the body politic, eſſential to the conſtitution 
of a · lawful ſovereign in Britain. From all which, it is 
plain, that this principle of Seceders is neither a refor- 
mation nor a revolution principle; let then the impartial 
world judge whence it came. I Goo, 
Seeders, In conſequence. of their contradictory, and 
ſelf· ineonſiſtent ſyſtem of principles, declare, they can- 
not ſwear allegiance. 10 à lawful government. They 
maintain the preſent to be. lawful, yet, (in Dec, of 
their principles, Page 55th,) rhey ſay, The queſtion 
* js not, whether it be lawful for us to ſwear the pre- | 
ft ſent allegiance. to the. civil government? which the 
*© preſbytery acknowledge they cannot do, ſeeing there 
i are no-oaths to the government in being, but what 
* exclude the oath of our covenants, and homologate 
te the united conſtitution,” But ſeeing they acknow- 
ledge, that every conſtitution of government, that com- 
prehends the will and conſent of civil ſociety, were it as 
wicked and diabolical as can be imagined, is lawful, yea, 
as lawful as any that is moſt conſonant to the preceptive 
will of Gop, having all the eſſentials of his ordinance ; 
and ſeeing, becauſe of the will and conſent of the people, 
they own. the preſent. to be lawful, it is moſt ſurpriſing, 
why they cannot ſwear allegiance to it their reaſons 
cannot, in a conſiſtency with their principle, be ſuſtain- 
cd as valid. That the preſent oarhs of allegiance, and 
_ © the oath of the covenants are inconſiſtent, is readily grant- 
ed; but ſceing the oaths of allegiance bind to pothing 
more than what they confeſs they are bound to for con- 
ſcience ſake, namely, to own the lawfulneſs of the go- 
zernment, and to maintain it according to the conſtitu- 
tion thereof; (which is a duty owed' by ſubjects to every 
lawful ſovereign :) And ſeeing that whatever is in the 
oaths of alle giance contrary to. the covenants, doth not 
flow from them, abſtractly conſidered, but from the con- 
ſtitution to which they bind; (which conſtitution is ſanc- 
tified by the people's acknowledgment of it:) If there- 
fore, the covenants forbid a duty, to which they are 
bound for conſcience ſake, their authority in that ought 
not to be regarded. But certainly Seceders, who. have 
found it duty to alter and model the covenants accord- 
ing 10 tlie circumſtagees of the times they live in, might 
IEEE have 
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haxe found it cafy work to reconcile the. oath of the 


- covenants with allegiance to a law ful government, The 


other part of their reaſon is no leſs ridiculous aud ſelk- 
contradictory, v1z.. * 'They cannot ſwear allegiance to 
te the preſent government, becauſe it. homolpgates the 


%s united conftitution:” But is not this conſthution ac- 


cording to the will, and by couſent of the body politic? 
and is it not ordained by the providential wilt of Goo? 
therefore, according to them, has all the eſſentials of u 
lay ful conſtitution, which claims their protection, under 
in of damnation.” How great the paradox ! they can- 


not ſwear allegiance, becauſe they would bind them to 


acknowledge and defend a lawful conſtitution. Is nat ac- 
tive obedience, is not profeſt ſubjeCtion for conſcience 
fake, an homologation of the conſtitutiom? Certainly 
they are, and that not in word only, but in deed, and 
in truth, And what is the allegiance, but a promiſe to 
perſevere in, what they do daily, and what they hold as 
their indiſpenfible duty to do? To grant the one then, 
and refuſe the other, is in effect, to homologate or ac- 


knowledge the cohſtitution, and not to acknowledge it 
at the ſame time; which is a glaring abſurdity, 


But here, they would have people attend to their chi- 
merical diſtinction betwixt the Bags civil and ccclefiaſti- 
cal autliority. They have made a fucceſsleſs attempt, 
(in order to eſtabliſh their antigovernmeut ſcheme,) for 
the overthrow of a diſtinction, which heaven has irre- 
verfibly fixed, betwixt the preceptive and providential 
will of Gop; and, for the ſame purpoſe, they will impoſe 
this diſtinction on the generation, àa mere ſhift and arti» 
fice, which has no foundation nor ſubſiſtence any where 
elſe, but in their imagination, and ſerves for no purpoſe, 
but to cheat their own and others conſciences, and be- 
tray the cauſe of Gop. is plain, that as à power, 
both civil and eccleſiaſtic, belongs to che eſſente and con- 
ſtitution of an Engliſß dioceſan biſhop; ſo the ſame is 
declared to belong now to the eſſence and conſtitution of 
an Engliſh king, who is the head and chief prelate among 
them all; and it is their manner to call themſelves his 
biſhops, (not CnRIST's,) as having their power both ec- 
cleſiaſtical and civil, immediately from him, as the foun- 
tain of all power within his dominions. So that there is 


no room for this diſtinction of Seceders here, unleſs they 


are ſuch expert logiclans, as to diſtinguiſh a thing from 
that which is eſſential to it, and ſo from itſelf z but this 
k 6 5 5 \ , s 15 
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is a deſtruction, not à diſtinction. Secgtert indeed pre- 
b ſie, and depend very much upon their abilities of this 
kind ; for they can diſtinguiſh between the magiſtrate's . 
office, and its eſſential qualifications, which Gop hath in- 


ſeparably joined together in his Word. They can di- 
ſtinctly pray for the head, author, authoriſer and prime 
ſupporter of abjuted Prelacy and Prelates, that Gop 
would bleſs him in his perſon and his government, and 


yet not pray for the Prelates themſelves :. They can pray 


very fervently and diſtinctly for the Bririſh and ſviſi par- 


"Taments, and yet not at all pray for the biſhops, neceſ- 
ſary and eſſential members there, And what is all this 


but to pray for a non-entity, a mere creature of their 


on mind? They have neither king nor dk in 
their abſtracted and imaginary Tenſe, but do ; 
tinguiſh themſelves out of both. We might refer them 


o clearly dif- 


to that famous and faithful ambaſſador, and renowned 
martyr for the cauſe, and teſtimony of Tesvs, Mr. Donald 
Cargill, in his laſt ſpeech and teſtimony ;z and let him de- 
termine the controverſy (in this particplar) between us: 
They will not be fo bold as to ſay, that this honourable 
witneſs died with a lie in his right hand: His words are 
theſe, “ As to the cauſe of my ſuffering, the main is 
ce not, acknowledging the preſent authority as it is now 
« eſtabliſhed. ——This is the magiſtracy I have rejected 


'< that was inveſted with CurisT's power; and ſeeing 


te that power taken from CHRIs T, which is his glory, 
«and made the eſſential of the crown, I thought it was, 
« as if I had ſeen one wearing my huſband's cloaths, 
e after he had kilbd him. And ſeeing it is made the 
« effential of the crown, there is no diſtinction we can 
% make, that can free the conſcience of the acknow- 
s ledger, from being a partaker of this ſacrilegious rob- 
4 bing of Gov. And it is but to cheat our conſclences, 
% to acknowledge the civil power, for it is not the civil 
% power only, that is made the eſſential of the crown. 
And ſeeing they are ſo expreſs, we inuſt be plain; for 
« otherwiſe, it is to deny our teſtimony, and conſent to 
his robbery.” From theſe words, it is evident, It, 


That Mr. Cargil was no Seceder, or of their mind, in 


this particular. And 2dly; That at the time there were 
forme, who did cheat and jmpoſe upon their own conſci- 


..ences, by diſtinguiſhing (where there was no_:00m for 
_diftinion,) between the king's civil and ecclefiaſtical au- 
- , Hority: Which diſtinction was condemned and teſtified 
TE bly | 5 againſt, 


„ . .ocoocoakocc 


ſon and temptation. to fly to ſuch a ſubter 


6 | 4 N 133 4 ; 
againſt, by all who were truly faithful to CHRIS π and 
their own conſciences, and tender of his honour and glory, 
by their unanimous rejection of that antichriſtian and un- 
lawful power; and that, when they had much more rea- 
L fuge for their 
ſafety, than Secedeſs now have. And gaby, From theſe 
words it is alſo. clear, that Mr. Cargill, and that poor 
diſtreſſed and perſecuted people that adhered to him, 


rejected and diſclaimed the then authority, not ſo much, 


becauſe of their tyranny and maladminiſtratidns, as on 
account of the unlawfulneſs and wickedneſs of the con- 
ſtitution itſelf; (which, was the prime original and ſpring 
of all the wickedneſs, in the adminiſtration:) Namely, 
becauſe the king arrogantly and ſacrilegiouſly aſſumed to 
himſelf that power, which was the ſole and glorious 
prerogative of Iss CHRIST. And as to the diffe- 
rence; that Seceders make betwixt that and the preſent 


time, (ſince the Revolution,) it is certain, chat what- 


ever greater degree of abſolute ſupremacy was then 
aſſumed by Charles II. it does not vary che kind of 
that claimed, or rather conferred on, and exerciſed 
by the ſupreme powers ſince the Rexolution, ) (for majus 
et minus non variant ſpeciem, ) nor acquit them of the 
guilt of robbing the Sox of Gon, IESsUSs CnRISTH, of 
his incommunicable prerogative and ſupremacy in, and 
over his church, as the only King and Head thereof. 
Nor will the difference of times, while the conſtitution 
remains the ſame, while Gop remains the ſame, and 
truth and duty remain the ſame, nor yet any diſtinction 
that can be made, free the conſcience of the acknow- 
ledger, more now than then, from being a partaker 
(art and part] with the civil power in this ſacrilegtous 
robbery, Pſal, l. 18. When thou ſaweſt a chief, then 
«© thou conſentedeſt with him, Cc 
_ Bat paſſing chis: Seeing the above mentioned reaſons, 

which Seceder, alledge why they cannot ſwear allegi- 

ance to the preſent; government, which they aſſert is 
lawful and ſeriptural, cannot be ſuſtained, fome other muſt 
be ſought for them: And they may be either, becauſam 
they judge allegiance itſelf unlawful; or rather, becauſe 
then they would be bound by oath to continue faithful 
to this government in all changes that can happen- 
Whereas now, they art free, and equally ready, in a full 


conſiſtency with their principles, to profeſb their ſubiec- 


tion to another, were it even a popiſh pretender. For, 
n * Ks N l according 
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nccording to them, an inſidel or Papiſt may have'# juſt 
and lawful authority over us, notwithſtanding all, both 
the reformation and revolution laws, to the contrary; It 
therefore, the legiſlature would, in the oaths of allegiance, 
inſert this limitation, viz. ſo long as che body politic 
is pleaſed to acknowledge the ſupreme magiſtrate,” they 
would find it eaſier to come over their other pretended 
and inconſiſtent difficulties. ' For the truth is, they can- 
not, in a confiſtency with their antigovernment ſcheme, 
and with ſafe conſciences, ſwear to any government, but 
with fuch limitation, in regard they cannot be ſure, but 
he that is now owned” by civil ſociety may be rejected, 
and another ſet up, who muſt be acknowledged: So they 
would be brought into an inextricable dilemma z either 


they muſt own them both to be Go n's ordinance, Which 


is abſurd; or then be perjured, by rejecting him to whom 
they had ſworn; or then incur damnation, by refuſing 
obedience to him, who is ſet up by the body politic: 
Such is the labyrinth of confuſion and contradiction this 
anarchical ſyſtem leads into; a ſyſtem that cancells all 
conſtitutions by Gop and men anent civil government. 
_ Brbly, This antigovernment ſeceding principle, de- 
ſtructive of ſaid diſtinction betwixt the providential and 
preceptive will of Gop, is both contrary to, and contu- 
ted by many approven fcripture examples; in which che 
Spirit of Gop teſtiſies, that the actual poſſeſſion of the 
throne, under the fivour of providence; and by the con- 


ſent of the majotity of a nation, may be in one, whilſt. 


the moral power and right of government is in another. 
The word of Gon acknowledges David the rightful ſo- 
vereign over all }rae}, for the ſpace of forty years, 
(1 Kings ii. 11. 1 Chron. xxix- 26, 27.) ſeven of theſe he 
is ſaid. to have reigned in Hebron, and thirty three in Je- 
ru/alem. During the firft ſeven years of his reign at He- 
bron, there is a poſitive confinement of his actual rule to 
the tribe of Fudah only; 2 Sam. v. 3. And at the fame 
time, Iſhboſbeth is ſaid to be made king over all I/rael, 
and to have veigued two years. In agreeablenefs to ſece - 
ding principles, there is no reconciling thefe different 
texts. According to their ſcheme; David can with no 
propriety be ſaid to have reigned forty years over all //- 

ruel, ſeeing ſeven of the years were elapſed; betore he 
was actually acknowledged by all //rae), before provi- 
dence put him in the actual poſſefſion of all that exten- 
ve power. There is another known example, . 
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according to Seceders, he muſt alſo have been theig law 
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ring * . of his Fe e Ga Abſalom. Accord- 
188. ig the ſacred. ſtory Sam. chap. xv. Avi. xvii. xviii. 


x} it appears, that he was, wholly. ejected, both out of 


© hearts and territories of. Ifael, and not only the 


throne but the will and conſent. of the people given up 
to Hfolom. But was David therefore diveſted of his 


right and title ?. Tho! i it is moſt contrary to ſeripture to 


ſuppoſe its yet, according to Seceders,, ſeeing %! 
as king, by.poſſcffion. of the throes. and had 1 
wer pe ata put into his hand, bus hag it 


alſo the conſent of the people; it necellacily follows, 
ſalom hein 50 „ providential, maglſtrate, his office 
E 


kr authority di 


qually ariſe from, and agree to the 
preceptive will of God, and Cabjedti 7 


jon and obedience, for 


conſcience. ſake, was equally due to him, as to David, 


Des the 1/rae/itiſh 0 tribes. And ſo it was a damnable fin i in 


id to fight againſt him, as it could be no leſs than a_ 


ſiſting the ordinance of Gop., The ſame may be ſaid, 


with reſpect to that other revolt, by the inſtigation, and 


under the conduct of Sheba, 2 Sam. chap, 3x. But altho', 


magiſtrate, the Spirit of Gon diſcoyers the reverſe, ſtil 
. he right of governg:2nt- in all theſe Fans 


in David: Another example is in the c 415 4 
* 


gelen who was ordained or deſigned by Gop EXP 


for the kingdom. of tſhael. Adonijah, had obtained the < 


aſcendeney, hoth in reſpect of actual p pofſeſſion, and the 
inclinations and conſent of, the majority, of the nation; 


and jj. 15. He had all to plead elf, which Seces 
ders; make eflemial to the conſtitution, of a lawful 385 2 
a had got to throne. by providence,” and had full 
aon and ben, by Ne inclinatigns of the 
If then there is no a to be made of Kale 
5 are acknowledged by civil ſociety, into ſuch as are 


ſo. by che preceptive will of Go p, aud ſuch as are ſo by 


his providential will only chen Solomon had no right 


nay title io he IVR and the enterpriſg of David and 
Kr Ng” br 1775 20 ng him on the throne, was 775 


* to hay acquie 
ih, as 


and. Solomon, 0 
e e 
ordinange of GoÞ, /'Bat.this v 


„But. 
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nh ue ern ourmaſe,' in che iuſtaner of Davis, du⸗ 


the conſent was. general, 1 Kings 880 „9, 11, if, 35 . 
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-have-becn.appolis 


7 36 4 on 
52 hel cf To the fame purpoſe vigk 


Go adduced, che itiftanice of onſh,' the fon of 25 | 


who' was king de fia e, even when Athatiah had hot 
the Eguntenarite uf providence, bur the conſent” of the 


652 in thie poſſe on of the kingdom 2 Chron: AY). 


12. Again, the practice 'of 43 7 owning' theſe 
for their lawful fovereigns; who, by idence, were 
par. from the actual exerciſe of 72115 le and 5 5 

tributes to confure this abford notien. Thus, "the 

People öf Hab, Who Had riſen up for Malbm, do even, 
Sehn Duvid was our of the land, own him r their 
| Kitig* Bo, during the Babyloniſh oy ity, there ke fe- 

detal perfons noted às princes of Judab, whom the people 

Gabel, a as having che rigbt of poverninent'6ver them: 
With a variety 'of other inftances, all iſcoveritg, 

tion to their dnarchical ſyſtem, that it Is by 

e diſpen ations of providence, that "the right and tit] 
6f"the lawful magiſtrate is to be determined. More- 

ver, as the affociate preſbytery have 16 'barefacedly be- 
Rel che ſcriptures of truth, Wh to Aflert, that there Ean- 
5 be fo Muck us an jhſtance fouhd id an the — of 


+ BY? ward or gerd, 4 15 acknowledgment of, or fudz 5 
; den umo the atithörity of any ma _— actually in of- 
Ate, by the will. of rhe civil bo Beſides what have 
3 7 eddy adduced; take cheſe f v foltowing examples 
Ader that Sun, by his diſobedience to the cm- 
Sa of the Lox p, had forfeited his title We = 
kingdom, he was no more honoured, as Ce it 
the prophet; but; oh "the comrary, he 'opetily barry 
. to Ri Ack, that the Lok Þ had rejected 5 250 being 
980 Ling 1 Sonn. xv. 26 to 35. Tho” bg mbyrned over him 
| "one rejected, yer he no more acknowledged Him as 
clothed with ce authority as a law ful King 3 3 nay, the 


Lond having rejected bim, reproves his prophet for 


mburnitg for him, 1 Sam. xvi. 1, From which, aud che 
comttharid he received tb 'anoltir David in his ſtead, and 
that even while the civil ſociety did atknowled; 75 and 
Vas ſubject und Sal, i appears, chat the chrone f 

ruel Was then regarded, Both by te Loxt hd Als prb- 
phat, as Vacant, neſt David was ndhnred ;'Frottl W - 

ive; In tlie e or the” divine" law, le 6 te 5: ale 
* ang gught, in chnfeghente of the pu 
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kingdom. of 1/r ae agreeableneſs whetelo, the Gri 
1 forms, that not only David i in expectation 5 5 * 
0 mw $,promi "reſted Saul as an unjuſt uſurper, bur 
1 among . tribes of J#act, whom the ſpirit of 
| 59 e de mentions, rejected the government of 


| Saul, and Joined rhemſelves to him that was really anoint- 


95 


Scheme. Another inſtance} Is in 2 Cron Xi. 13, 16, where 


0 'of the Log, 1 Cron. xii. from 1. to 23. Now, if 
the Lord did command, under pain of dammaribh; 'to 
ve loyal obedience je all i Aa the place of ſupreme autho- 
a , however w 5775 „ While acknowledged by the bo 
Kat he woulc not reje& ſuch, nor command 10 
others in their room, nor approve of thoſe who, dif. 
owned and reliſted them. But all this is done in this 
inſtance, Which, of itſelf, is ſufffcient to overthrow thi 


bi authority of Jeroboam is rejected and caſt off, even 
1 acknowledged. and ſubmitted to by the nation of 
47515 by the. prieſts. and Levites, and, after them, by 
ſuch as did fer their hearts 10 ſeek. the Loy Cop ef 


| Teen thro h all the ten tribes ; - and this, becauſe or 


is bominable wickedneſs : Wheteby it-appears/a com- 


| 88 duty, to refuſe the lawfulneſs of the 9 79 


of wicked occu ants, tho” acknowledged by the ROT 

| . 0 1 tiar example there is in the reign 

a, wh 0 cou a” not by all his vigilance prevent. many 
in, 


| om ca 8 off his government, 2 hran. xv. 9. Aga 


e is an Cones example of Eliſha's difowning he ni Ling 
7% even hen the civil ſociety owned him, 2 Kin 

Iii. 14, 15. He did not regulate his conduct by provi. 
NCC, 5d, Ws will gf the people, but, in vt: Mogi "1 
th, refu ſed him th that honour that js due to all that are 


really kings. 70 theſe may be added that notable Fam 


| pe of Libnab, a city of the prieſts, who could” not but 


YRS world, 2 ix. 7. ia this their Foe 


aye knowledge by the law of their Gop what was their 


duty, 2 Chron. xxi. 10. Here is an inſtance of 1 h _ wp 
S Q 


caſting off allegiance to a king, properly becau 


apaſtaſy. and intolerable wickedneſs, whereby they 12 2 


teſtimon againſt him, and diſcovered what was the dui 4 
of the = 84 ation, on account of his apoſtaſy fro 
the Lon p. Their fo doing was a moſt politive, actual 
and expreſs condemnation, both of Jeboram for his wick 
edneſs, and he ople for concurring, joinin wit 
him ang his hands in it, (even as Noah b 
his 12 and: obedience is ſaid to have condemned the 
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they maliciouſly nick-name the antigoyernment ſcheme 
aud that for no other reaſon, but becauſe it eftablith 
the ordinance of maglſtracy ampng people fayqured 


iering yn of the cortpes will of man, An 


in them to, infinyate, iat, in the examples above, or o- 
thers to be found in ſacrgd hiſtory, th ole perſons did, not- 
Vübſtanding their own practice in rejectiüg the authority 


of wicked rulers, ſtill view it as che duty gf the reſt of 
the nation, to acknowletge tem? Thi is pure Jargon 
and novſenſe, contrary both to reaſon and religion, By 
What lay could the "oppoſite practices of thoſe that is 
- owned, and thoſe that fi | continued to own the authori. 
ty of unlawful rulers, be. juſtified ? It could not by the 
divine law, which neyer- condemns that as fin in one, 
which it approves as duty in qchers in the fame circum. 
Ftances. Secing therefare theſe, in the inſtances above, 
are juſtified, the practice af thoſe who continued to at- 
knowledge the lawfulneſs of theſe Wicked rulers, muſt be 
regarded as condemned, both by the divine law, and al- 
fo by the practices of the above perſuns, which dd all 
Joiptly concur in wimefling, that they viewed it the valy 
of all che reſt of the nation, to have done as they did, 
And from the whole, it appears a, commendable duty 
for he Lok p's people to diſown che lah an Keule 
of rulers ſet up in contradiction to the divine lam. | 


p 2 25 The iniquicy. of attempting to deſtroy the ne- 5 
ceflary diſtinction between the providential and preceptive IU - 


will of Gon in the matter of magiſtracy, appears from 
God's expreſs diſallowanee of ſome whom providence 
Had, actually exalted to the ſupreme command over a ; 
people, Exel. xxi, 27. „ will overturn, Sc.” Altho' this | 
may have an ultimate reſpe& to Cukis ; yet it has alſo a 
. to the rightful governaurs of Judah, when Aifs 
poſſeſſed of their right by the providentlal will of Gop. 
And here the LokD threatens the execution of his judg- | 
ments upon the unjuſt poſſeſſor. See alfo Amos vi, 13. | 
Hab. ii. 5, 6, ab, ii. 4, 5. and Marth. xxvi. 52, By all 4. 
Which it appears, that che ſupreme lawgiver ftates a real 
"PRE 1 | | difference ; 
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Wee, 5 7 ang not gy coal . 0 
live will; and therefore 1 it is impoſſible that the oh 
authority of | them, poth can ec pally ariſe from, 5 agree 
bs the prece bt, K gain, in Nil. 4 1. The Hay ſer 
$ p Li ut 28 b wez, 375 165 made ie 
ng, I new it not,” Is this 19 ſhewed x & with 
the brightneſs of a ſun-beam, ſo he chat runs ns, may 
read it. The Lond by bis prophet h ere charges this peo- 
4 with hortid apoſtaſy, in changing both the Granan- 
es af the magiſtracy and the miniſtry, particularly, 
ihe the 9900 commanded, if they would ſet up.! = 


| Pr uld-ſc 5 y none but whom he choſe : Heut xv 


WET TT 


Had no ret ard to his law. + This charg | 


ten tribes 5 their revolt Es the houſe of David ; 
"nor imply charging, [their revolt on them, bot that after 
Ir ſeceilion A ih did not confult Gov, nor act accord- 
ing to His re In their ſetting up of kings. As no- 
thing can! 125 05 world, but by the courſe 9 5 
ene ; il 1 all 4 81 are known unto Gob, in re- 
& of His: omniſcience, The text cannot reſpect cither 
'0f theſe, . The true import of the charge then is, oy 
have ſet up Kings, but not according to the Taw pr 


ceprive will of 5D; and therefore he neither did, nor 


would approve either them or their kings. Hence the; ro- 
119 charges this as one cauſe of their national deftrution. - 

cre then It is undeniably evident that Gon himſelf eſta- 
bliſhes that diſtinction pleaded for; | and 'tis therefore moſt. 
wicked to aſſert as Seceder, do, that it is altogether ground- 
lefs'and Alu. Again, this text tiiſcovers, that all kings 
that are et. 1 u Ane acknowledged by civil fociety,. are 
not agrecable t. che preceptive will of Gop, or, as ſuch, 


*approven by kim, as they have falſely aſſerted: For Kee 


e LokD eclares, that /ſratl had ſer up kings that were 
not agreeable to his precept: And the charge; reſpects 
their authority, the very deed of conſtitution. To lay 
then, that/all providential magiſtrates are alſo . 
Is directly to give the Gop of truth the lie. Moreover, 


this plainly Intimates, that all fuch providential magi- 


ſtrates as are not ſet up in agreeableneſs to the'prece 
are diſallowed and condemned by Gop, and therefore 5 
Gop commands to put: away the carcaſſes of ſuch Kings, as ; 


becauſe of the blind” confer of -civil ſociery, were little 
better * — the Oy Exel. xliii. 9.“ That he 
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ng x" 0280 + * 
« wigh qwell in the midſt of them for ever; 


fore he declares. i Ro t e 1 and ſo the. 79 5 97 0 1 


piles ruit, as int text : AY Tall Wn Dy It, 


ed after the. eee e and 105 pl We 
followed. every wicked. ruler ſet up by civil f. HET: . 
Is but a perverting and abu g the above text, to p 
that j it is only a eangempation, of Igel, for "NOX 5 85 
ing che Los RD in_makil bg FH, of thelnKibgs, but Do 
condemnation of them for ſetti 0g. them Up, And acknon 
| ledging them, in contradiQtion to the g choice, 1 
plainly | laid before them, in bis pr eceptive w Fin. And! i 
is very cqntraditory, to \ ackbow ledge it a Un, not to, On- 
ſult Cop, and yer to alert that it is a matter of indiffer- 
AN the validity of 25 office, whether bis coun- 
ſe 12 or bot, TO 1 muſt be, if, as their prin- 
ciple bears, the Dog of ch a of off ice and au- 
thority . 4s equally 1 an Td, w En, 975 rarys 4s 
| when agreeable to the Ante. ing ** 
if, as is: Tranted, it be a fn 95 10 fu © ok 
choice wagiſtrates, it muff ſt needs gion ehen 
| tign thereof, after, conſultin pg him, to reject 4550 . 
his counſel, and openly « contr dict his 551 litide 1 ha 0 
chſirnting Ein S in 0 dobtion | 0 bis 5 72 A 
bieg ich 1s evidenth ie fin c arged 50 I wu U, 2 25 
reaſon why he di claims all 5 ang ther efore, Accor Gig 
to that known and approven. ru: Cy that whatever any fi 
is forbidden and condemned i in ſcripture, there the con- 
trary duty is commanded and commended ; it follows, that 
the ſetting up of rulers, in oppoſition. to the expreſs com- 
mand of Gov, being rake condemned, the contrary duty 
is commended, namely, a a of all ſuch rulers ; 
for, it it be a ſin to 7 a} rulers, and not by Go D, it mult 
alſg be a fi in to acknow! edge them WE ſo ſet up, in re- 
3 gay it is A continuing in, wg approving. of the in of 
at wicked erection ; altho' ſuch an acknowledgment 
ma jadeed be agreeable 10 their principle, which gives 
to the. creature a prerogative. above the Creator... 205 
the whole it may already appeagy What reaſon the pre 
bytery h ave for tei fying again Seceders, 0 . 


is diſtinction between the providen- 
la and Fee will of Gop; a diſtinction, that as 
| Lede be able to LOIN * all Wa e 


uch! a 8 1 ; e which 1 
jſt askpowlegge (P. 8 87.) cannot be eſtabliſhed, 7. þy | 
1 Þ 


their intkalment leg ſwear to maintain the * 


CON referring to te FE AA äche 1 mh men- 


7 1 tg che ejids cherrök Th bs RUDE Ach ig 


55 5 E ii 3 
d f {it Fin 10 un ag“ 2 
—— nt y defenifliing wie fruch Nere be. 


6 Iby(orys STAND 105 v9 OY TOUR 
N n pee te ee this Intfobverne 
W pririci e ren 355 As 1 oo 
an inconfiftrhe'with the ren rin bb les, and 


covenanted obligations, whe Wa malt Ih * 2 | 


adlenels to the taw of Gon, A themfelyes ic tin. 
tain all the 6rdihantes of Abb in elt p Leg 
ro their original 1 in the fer Ye of trüth. 
The Tecedin — 2 as has beet loflce former 902 is, 
chat'whomfoever the of à tyrion,” or body, politic, 


ſet up, atid providence Od $b\piGious artd SA ron 55 


to, 13 the Law ful mapiſtrace, t de Uned aud fubinitte 
for conſcience fake. The inconfiſtency 'of which tes 
= wird refortharivn principles, may appear from view. 
g and r h . therewf 4H coronation oath, Famhe 
Parl. 1. cab. 8. where it, is ordained: as Condition 
gia wo, that al Kings, princes add inagliktratts, 


religion 6 ae VE Pats 'T, and oppoſs all falſe religio 


80 le art. r. cap nich orchins, | 
Ek mah de a judge, 1 8 y bart 1 
rokeſſes not the true: Fon - Ao 70 I. Parl. 2. 


eff. 4d, A 14. it is 18 . that h fort the king be 
Invited t the exercile of his #61 Tp ower, he Fed 8 
ſatisfaction to the Kingdom anett rhe ſecurity of religſon; 
And fo the ſame /partiament, Py 15th, 1649, cxpreſs 


. % (The dalle; of parliattient Judging flary,. . 
« that the 9 8 an. ople de of one pete 3 | 
4 appbint, th a alt A and pritices, Who That reig 
ﬆ« or bear rule 1 this Kue Hall at the receig 1 of 
«their princely”; uthorit 4778 fole many fwear to Ghſe 
hy their own perions, an ro preſerve the religi og, bs 
* is preſently eſtabliſhed” ad profeſſed, "Ah 22 : 
« dain, that before the. gh thajeſty eſty who n | 
7 at 9 ſuceeſſdrs, fall Be Aclttütted to the 42 55 
of his royal power, r Mall, By and rh e 15 | 
4 Gala ain, 4 His 0 oath, undder | 
«and fecal, "is ichen cc df the national 5 
« of the foetal league und'coveniot; a e 


he fen erde Tale gte dc 
e a date FR | 
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ory 155 e con Hen SS: nee 


| a 85 by che | env aſſembl yo e 


tc 
4 


5 in his own. po Ice and family z and ae 
pa F 105 n bak * Ae ale dee any 


«procure or receive. from his wajel A  Hagdom © 
1 0 ifts wharſome ver, until his majeſt y zall- give Tavis; 
ee: 5 as ſaid i Mo under the pain o being cenſured in 


perſons. and eſtates, as the parhament ſhall judge 


« 000 gs, Andi any ſuch commiſſions gifts be pro- 
&* cured or received by. any of the f 1 3 before ſuch 
4 "fa isfaction, the parliament declares and ordains-all 
& ſuch, and. all Nr ſhall. follow chereupon, to be void 
* and mall,” ” hd he ſame Tefion, 26th, 2 1s f in 
hort or ined, gu none ſhall cen any place of public 
| in the nation, but ſuch as. have, the, qualifications 
God tequires in his word! Thus, in th the pr arory part 
of the act, they ſay, © The eſtates of 3 Parliament taking 
into conkider tion, "that the Logp: Sur en. requir 
& that fach as charge amongſt his people, a | 
© de able men, fearing Gop, hatjng covetrouſneſs, an 
dealing truly: A that many 51 the evils of fin an a 
* punjſhment, under which the land groans, haye come 
id pal becauſe hitherto they bave not been ſufficlent- 


6. J provided and careſ for,” &, (And afterwards in 


5 the ſtatufory part), 4 0 bre ordain, that all ſuch. 

4 as. ſhalt be employed it in any place of ? Live and truſt 

« in this kingdom, ſhall nor only wn, e men, but men 

* of 'knowh affection. unto, and e fd uy 

& 408 Integrity in the * e of Ban d of a blameleſs 

4 chtiſtian con Sr, To the ſame purpoſe, 
fas 

Pa 1 Parl. 2d, 2 3d, entitled As for ptr ging the. 

o the ang. n oath of Scotland, as ſub - 

5 urls 1 at S6con, 1650. Al which, and: 

wan otheh fundamental laws of he like nature, made i in 

| 9a of refqrmation, thaw thepoprigl of our reformers 

15 en Wo different from thoſe of Sereders affent 
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ſame printiples with our late reformers ? The vanity. of | 


this «pretence. will further appear, by comparing their 
principles with the ſolemn league and covenant, with 


every article of which they are inconſiſtent. They pro- 


feſs the moral obligation of the covenants, and yet at 
the ſame time maintain the lawfulneſs of every provi- 
dential government, whether popiſh or prelatic, if ſet up 


by the body politic. But how oppoſite. this to the t 


article,” obliging conſtantly to endeavour the preſerva- 
tion of the reformed religion? Can it be confiſtent there= 
with, to commit the government of the nations to 4 
ſworm enemy to the rmation ? or, with that ſincerity 
which becomes the profeſſors; of CHRIST, to plead the 
lawfulneſs of an e upon the overthrow of 
the reformed religion? leſs oppoſite. is ue get one | 
article, which obliges, and that without reſpect; of per- 
ſons, to endeavour the extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, 


to maintain and plead for the lawfulneſt of chat 
. which eſtabliſhetli or ſupporteth Prelacy or Popery in the 


nations. This appears rather like a fincere endeavour in 
them to promote whatever is contrary to ſound: doctrine, 


and the power of true godlineſs; and that, becauſe, an ; 


- 


apoſtate people approves. thereof, contrary; to Exod. | 
Xxiii. 2. Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude to do evil. 
Again, the third article binds to preſerve the righis of 


parliaments, and liberties of the kingdoms, and the king's 
authority in the preſervation and defence of the true re- 
ligion. But how inconſiſtent is it there with, to own and 


defend an authority that, in its conſtitution and habitual 
ſeries of adminiſtration, is deſtructive of all theſe preci- 
ous and valuable intereſts ? It is full of contradiction, 


and a mocking both of Gop and the world, to pretend 
to on and defend the deſtroyers of the true religion, 
in the defence of religion, as Seceders do in their mock 


acknowledgment of ſuch as are ſworn to maintain Prela- 


cy. in oppoſition to the reformed religion. The contra- of ; | 


ditorineſs of this. principle of theirs to the fourth article, 
needs no illuſtrations. Again, the awning af an au- 
thority, which is reared up, and ſtands upon the footing 


of the deſtruction of the covenanted union, and unifor- 
mity of the nations in religion, can never be conſiſtent 
the ieh article; which binds,. to an endeavouring, 
that theſe kingdoms, may remain conjoined in that firm 
covenanted union to all poſterity. In like manner, as 
nn ending of all that enter 
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well as by our ſolemn national coven 


T +» 
into chat league and covenant, and never to fuffer our- 
ſelves to be. divided, and müke defection to the contrary 
; it muſt be 4 manifeſt contradiction thereto, not 
ofily 1 to defend ſuch as are enemies to that covenant, but 
even in their oppoſition thereto- And it is à making 
defection to the contrary part, and from that cauſe a 


covenant with a witneſs, to plead the lawfulneſs of the 


national conftitution, which A eſtabliſhed upon the ruins 
of a corctimtet Work of reformation, as Seceders do; 
whoſe principle and practice, in oppoſition to what is 
profeſſed in the concluſion of the covenant, as well as 
what was the very deſign of entering into it, is, inſtead 
of a going before others, in the example of à real refor- 
mation, a corrupting of the nations more and more, and 


going before them in the example of a real apoſtaſy and 
ON detection from the reformation; ſo folemnly ſworn to be 


maintained in this covenant; and à teaching of them to 
appoint themſelves a pain, to teurn to tots: antichri- 
Aran bondage: nannte 
* Upon the whole, as te prebytery aid ho eefiify a- 
ainſt this new ſcheme of principles, reſpecting the or- 
Rader of magiſtracy; they therefore, upon "all the 
grounds formerly 1 laid down, did, and hereby do declare, 
teſtify againſt, and condemn'the ſme, as what is, indeed, 
a new and . Wee W antigovernment, 
introductive of anarchy and'confiifion, of apoſtaſy and 
defection from the covenanted work of reformation, the 
principles by which it was carried on and maintained, 
and acts and laws, by which it was fenced and eftabliſhed; 


and what is flatly oppoſite'ty, and condemned by the 


word of divine revelation, in many expreſs and poſitive 
precepts, and approveh examples, 8 thereto, as 

ts, founded upon, 
and agreeable to the ſaid word of divine revelation. And 


finally, let this be further obſerved, that as it Was a 


beautiful branch of our glorious reformation; | that the 
civil government of this nation was modelled agrecable 
to the word of God'; and that the” right of regal go- 


- vernment was conſtituted, bounded and fixed by an un- 


alterable law, conſonant to the word of Go, and ſworn 


to be inviolably preferved WING king and people: 80 


the Aſociate brethren, by their doctrine on e's hend, 


| which! is inconſiſtent with our uncontroverted eftabliſh- 


ment, and fundamental laws, excluding from the throne 
all 2 and * have counteracted a moſt im- 
portant 
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of the Ek reformation, and open 
m—_ a wide door to Facebiui/m. For, if every one is on 
to acknowledge imphicitely-any government, in fact, that 
prevails : Then, if a; party in theſe nations ſhould riſe 
up, and ſet a papiſh pretender on the throne, according 
io their doctrine, all ſhould be obliged to ſuhject to him; 
and it would be ſinful to .impugn the Nt 5 els of his 
authority, although that, by being Popiſh, he is deſti- 
tute of the eſſential qualifications, required of a king, 


not only by the word of Gop, but by the national con- 


ſtitution and laws, in order to make him a lawful ſove- 


reign to theſe nations. 


Zdly, The preſbytery teſtify iat the Alſociate Prefs 
bytery, now called Synod, for their wronging, perverting 
and miſapplying the bleſſed ſcriptures of truth in many 
texts, in order to ſupport their erroneous tenet; namely, 
That the word of Gap requires no ualiſications as efſen- 
tial to the being of a lawful chriſtian magiſtrate z but 
that whoſoever are ſet up, and while they continue to be 
acknowledged by civil ſocicty, are lawful magiſtrates, 
though deſtitute of ſcripture qualifications, and acting in 


a manifeſt ten to the een Will and law 7 


G0. La. 

The tente of ſcripture, uſed by. them, do prove'this ge⸗ 
neral propoſition, iz. That it is the duty of the people 
of God to obeꝝ and ſubmit, to lawful rulers in their 
lawful commands; and r᷑hat it is utterly unlawful and fi 
ful to; oppoſe ſuch. lawful authority. But none of th 
texts quoted by them, prove, that it is the duty of the 
people of Gos, bleſſed with the Wen of his reveal - 
ed will, to ſubmit to, and obey, for conſcience ſake, an 
authority that is ſinful, and oppoſite o the revealed will 
of God, both in its conſtitution and general courſe of 
adminiſtration: Nor do they prove, that a prelatical, era- 
ſtian or popiſh government, is a lawful government, els 


ther. expreſly, or 5 of neceſſary conſequence, over 


a people, who either do, collectively conſidered as a 
church and nation, or are bound to profeſs all the parts 


of the true-religion, and to maintain all the divine ordi- 


nances in their purity: Nor do they prove, that any can 


be lawful rulers over theſe Chriſtian and covenanted na- 


tions, who want the eſſential qualifications required by the 
word of — the (Oven ks and 1 HR laws of 
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| tional apoſtaſy from Gop, and the purity of religion. 


Particularly,” 1 ent N I 
Ihe firft text they adduce is, Prov. xxvi. at. 4 My 


„ ſon, fear thou the Loxp and the king, and meddle 


4 not with them that are given to change.“ It is grant- 

ed, that this ſcripture enjoins all thoſe duties that, in a 
conſiſtency with the fear of the Lok b, a people owe to 
their rightful kings. But nothing can be more abſurd, 
than to extend the command to all that bear the name 
of kings, who are acknowledged by a nation as kings; 
and while they do ſo own them, though their conſtitution 


| ſhould be moſt antichriſtian, and they juſtly chargeable 


with unparallelled evils not only in their private charac- 


ter, but in their public conduct; be they idolaters, adul- 
terers, blaſphemers, ſabbath-breakers, murderers, inva- 


ders, and avowed uſurpers of the throne, crown and 


| ſceptre, arid incommunicable prerogatives of CRRIST, 


the Glorious'KinG of Zion, ſetting: themſelves in the 
temple of Gop, and exalting themſelves above all that is 
called Go, by diſpepfing with his laws, and, in place 
thereof, ſubſtituting their own wicked laws, whereby 
they eſtabliſh iniquity, and enjoin, under ſevere penal- 


dies, the profanation of the name, day arid ordinances of 


the Lok p. This command muſt certainly be underſtood 
in a conſiſtency with the duty and character of one that 


is reſolved to be an inhabitant of the Lok p's holy hill, 
| P/al. xv. “ In whoſe eyes a vile perſon is contemned.” It 


muſt be conſiſtent with the fear of the Lon p, which can 
ſtand very well with a fearing and honouring all who are 
really kings; but a flat contradiction thereto, to, fear e- 


very vile perſon, | becauſe it is the will of civil ſociety to 


ſet him up in the character of king. Till therefore Se- 
ceders prove, cither-that kings are under no obligation 
to obey the law ot Gov themſelves, and ſo not liable to 
its ſanction and penalty, in caſe of diſobedience; or then, 


that che favour and approbation of civil ſociety can juſ- 


tify a diſpenſing with the law of Gop, they will never 
be able to prove from this, nor any other text, that ſuch 
as are guilty of any crime declared capital in the word of 


truth, have a right and title to that fear, honour and o- 


2 


bedience, that is due to lawful kings, even though they 


are acknowledged by civil ſociety. And To this text 
makes nothing for, but againſt their darling tenet; and 
their explication thereof is evidently a wreſtling of ſerip- 
ture, making it ſpeak in their favours, contrary to the 


ſſteope and meaning of the Holy Spirit therein, And their 


-1ovidious 
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invidious inſinuation, that all who differ from their api- 
nion, do likewiſe depart from the fear of the Lonn _ 
is but a further evidence of cheir abuſe of ſcripture, while 
it is at the ſame time utterly falſe. 8ee Mr. Knox's hiſ - 
tory, P. 422d, iſt Book of diſcipline, enn. %, ure” i Hes 


A ſecond text abuſed; for ſupporting their foremerſs © 
tioned principle, is 'Ecclef. x. 4. ** If the fpiric of the ru- 
4e ler riſe up againſt thee, leave not thy re hap yield-- 


«ing pacitieth great offences.” As formerly, fo here they 
aſſert; that this text refers to any rulers preſently ac- 
knowledged by the civil ſociety, and that the rifing of 
the ruler's ſpirit muſt be underſtood as groundleſs, and 
ſo ſinful, and neceſſarily comprehends any wrath or wrong 
that a ſubje& may meet with unjuſtly at the ruler's hand, 
upon perfonal or religious accounts. That yer, notwith- 
ſtanding,the ſubject (intheEuſe of lawful endeavours for his 
own vindication, — muſt continue in ſubjection and 


obedience to the ruler, in lawful commands, while the 
civil ſtate continues to acknowledge him; and this, as the 
only habile mean of convincing the ruler of his error, 


and preventing further evils. , i 
But, as the reaſon which they there alledge, does not 
neceflarily conclude and prove this rifing of ſpirit in the 


ruler to be ſinful; ſo the whole of their-explication and 


gloſs built upon it, is invalidated; -and, morover, is a 


condemnation of 'the principles and ice of our re- 
formers, and ſufferers for the cauſe and truths of CHRIS, 


in the late times, when they left their place of ſubjection, 
and took up arms in defence of their religion, liberties - 
and lives. "a Pat, 2 
Their explication is alſo ſelf- inconſiſtent: For if this 
riſing of ſpirit neceſſarily comprehends any wrath, or 
wrong, on perſonal or religious accounts; then there 


muſt be a yielding, or keeping the place of ſubjection, 
not only in lawful commands, but iff all matters, whether 


lawful or not; otherwiſe, this yielding cannot be ſuppoſed 
to anſwer the end defigned : For tho” a ſubject ſhould 
yield in all other particulars, yet, unleſs he alſo yields 
in that particular, on which the rifing of the ruler's 

ſpirit-is grounded, his yielding cannot pacify the ruler's 
wrath. - $0 all the ſubjection, they contend, the ſuffer- - 
ers gave, particularly, in the beginning of the late per- 
ſecution, to the then rulers, did not, nor could pacify 
their wrath, becauſe they would not gite up with their 
conſcience and all religion, which was the very founda- 
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tion of theifing'of- his ſpirit againſt them: cho, ac. 


cording to their explication of the text, | this was what 
they ſhould have done, and ſo have paciſied the ruler's 
wrath; It is but a mere ſhift to tell the world, chat it is 
only in lawful matters they are to yield, the yielding muſt 
ſarely correſpond; to the riſiag of ſpirit: ſpoke of: But 
with ſuch deceitful ſhifts are they forced to cover over a 
docträine, which, if preſented in its native dreſs, would 
not meet with ſuch ready reception. But in oppoſition 
to their ſtrained interpretation of the text, the ruler muſt 


be underſtood à lawful ruler, who is the miniſter of 


Soy for good, one who has not only moral abili- 
ties for government, but «loa right to govern. And as 


à ſubject may be keeping his place of ſubjection 49 a 


righteous ruler, and yet be guilty, in his private or pu- 
blic character, of what gives juſt offence, and occaſions 


the rulerꝰs ſpirit juſtly, and ſo not ſinfully, to riſe againſt 


him: Thus, one may be guilty of many criminal miſ- 
managements in the diſcharge of his public truſt, guilty 
of profaning the name of Gop, or his day, or of riot, 
exceſſive drinking, &c. withyut having any thought of 
caſting off the authority of his ruler. So, when a perſon 
| has hereby provoked the ſpirit of his ruler, this divine 
precept teaches the party offending, not to aggravate his 
offence, by attempting (though able) to make good his 
part, or rebel againſt his ſovereign, but to yield, acknow- 
ledge his-guilt and treſpaſs, and ſubmit to ſuch puniſh- 
ments as the lawful ruler ſhall. juſtly inflict, according 
to the degree and quality of the offence ; whereby only, 
the ruler will be ſatisfied. Agreeable to this, is that pa- 
rallel text, Eccieſ. viii. 2, 3. I counſel thee to keep the 
« king's commandment, and that in regard of the oath 
„ of Gop: Be not haſty to go out of his ſight; ſtand 
< not in an evil thing.“ On the whole, it muſt be a 
great abuſe of ſeripture, to wreſt a divine precept, which 
diĩrects ſubjects to ſubmit to ſuch puniſhments. as their 
lawful ruler thall juſtly lay them under for their offences, 
to the ſupport of this antiſcriptural notion, viz. that 

every wicked perſon, whom the majority of a nation ad- 
vances to the ſupreme rule, is the miniſter of Gop, to 


Vvhom obedience is due, under pain of eternal damnation, 


As is done with this tekt. ad F 

A third ſcripture, perverted to ſupport the above prin- 

ciple, is Luke xx. 25. * Render therefore to. Ceſar the 

„things which be Cz/ar's, and unto Gop the things 
+: 66 vy ic 


1 . ˙A ²˙ VII 


l 


* 7.» 


N , * 1 4 7 
: * ah | 
1 | 19 1 | 


4 Shit be Gol, From this Secetere Rrongly i. 
gine to fortify their cauſe. But from a juſt view of the 


text, it will appear, that the anfwer given by Cünrsr, 
contains no acknowledgment” of 'Ce/ar's Alle to tribute, 
or of his authority 2s lawful, It is beyond doubt, that 
the queſtion was captious, and that the deſign of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, in propoſing it to RIS T, was 
to have him enfnared in his words. This they thought 
themſcives ſure of, whether he ſhould atiſwey poſitively 
or negatively. ' For if pofitively, and fo'recognile and ac- 


knowledge Cz/ar's title, then they would have occaſion 
to aceuſe him to the people, as an enemy to the laws, 


liberty and honour of the euiſb nation. This is evident 
from ver. 26. where it is ſaid,: “and they cbuld not take 
« hold of his words before the people.“ And then, if 


he ſhould deny, that it was lawful, they would have at 


opportunity or pretence of delating and delivering him 
to the Roman governour; às an enemy to Cæſur. They 
ſeen, however, to have been confident, that he who 
taught che way of Gop in truth, witti6hr regard to any; 
would never inculcate it as à duty for tem, to give tri- 
bute to Cæ fur, ſubjection to whom, às their law ful gow 
vernour, for conſcience fake; was ſo contriry to the divine 
law given to the Jews, reſpecling their magiſtrates; aud 
if 10, they would not miſs of ſuffieĩent aceuſation againſt 
him. But here infinite wiſdom ſhone forth, in giving. 
fach an anfwer, as declared their wiſdom to be but folly; 


and at once diſappoitted all Meir malſcious Röpes; am 


anſwer which left Cars claim unreſolved; as to any p 
ſitive determination, whetlier it belonged to him or not; 
The queſtion is in direct terms. Our Lokb does not 
directly anſwer to the queſtion, In the terms propoſec 
by the wicked ſpies. He neither exprelly ſays it is law - 
ful or unlawful to pay it, but gave his anfwer in ſuch 

terms, as they could not from it form an accufation a- 
gainſt him, either to the people, or to the governour. He 
in general teaches to give Car all things, that, by the 


law of Gop, were due t him; at the ſame time enjoining 


them, that, under pretence of giving to men their de- 
mands, they rob not Gob of what was his due, namely, 
a conſcientious regard to all the laws he had given them; . 
and univerſal obedienee to all his commarids, Wichout re- 


gard to perſons of any ſtation-. And it i certain, that 
Ceſar was a proud, aſpiring, idolatrous and bloody uſur- 


per, (like the king of Babylon, Hab. ii. 57 for hielt cauſes 
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| the Loap denounces fearful wrath and judgments again 5 


* him, 


ments of ſome eminent divines on t 
it contains a command to pay tribute to Ceſar 5 and it 


Hab. ii. 7, 8, to 14.) having no otker right to the 
moſt part of his dominions, than the Logy's/ providen- 
tial diſpoſal, which ſometimes makes the tabernacles 
« of robbers proſper . into vhpſe hand Gon bringeth 
« abundantly,” Jeb xii. 6. % And for their fins, gives 
« Jacob to the ſpoil, and Iſrael to the robbers;” Ja. xlii. 


24. And giveth; power to the beaſt, to continue for ty 


« and two months, and to have power over all = na- 
«. . : 2» Rev. 222 7 80 h 1 ki . 7 h 

tions: Rev. xiii. 5, 7: So that, by looking into the 
divine law, which determines every one's due, according 


to their juſt character, and of which they could not be 


ignorant, they might ſee, that he had a juſt title to all 

at was due to an uſurper, idolater and mur derer. 
That the Jewiſh coin did bear Grſar 's image, could be no 
evidence of his being their lawful ſovereign, ſeeing, it is 
moſt common for the greateſt uſurpers and tyrants to 
ſtamp their image upon the coin of the nations they ty- 
rannize over. And tho it be granted, that the Fews had, 
by this time conſented to Ce/ar's uſurpation, yet that 
could not legitimate his title, nor warrant their ſubjec- 


tion to him for conſcience ſake, ſeeing they could not 


conſent to his authority, but in expreſs contradiction to 
the many plain and poſitive ſcripture precepts, given by 
Gop unto them, as has been ſcen above. It is therefore 
violence done the text, (as alſo. 5 to the ſenti- 
| e place) to ſay, that 


would appear, from Luke xxiii. 2. that the Jews them- 
ſelves did not, underſtand it ſo. It may be further ob- 
ſerved, that this is not the only inſtance, where our 


$ LokD, in infinite wiſdom, declined to give direct anſwers 


to the enſnaring queſtions of his malicious enemies. 
See John viii, from ver. 3. to 12. Matth. xxi, from ver. 
23. to 28. Jolu xvili. 19, 20, 21. where are queſtions of 
a ſimiliar nature propoſed with the ſame; helliſh inten- 


tion, and all anſwered by him in like manner. In every 


of which, Seceders might on as good ground, as in the 
anſwer to the queſtion anent tribute, ſay that CHRIST 
did ſhift and diſſemble the truth. But the leaſt infigua- 
tion of ſuch a charge cannot be made from any of theſe 
anſwers, without the greateſt blaſp ae: 

A ſfourib text uſed by them for maintaining their errone- 
ous ſcheme, is Rom. xiii. 1. to 8. Without animadyerting 
upon cvery part of their explication of this place of boly 
22 e e I q : writ, 


| 3, 14 . 
ccc 
vrt u 16 fuffeient to obſerve, 1ff, That the, poxer kers.. - 
ſpoke of by the apoſtle, is nor a, phyſical, but a mor? 
Ger; 4 power that is lawful and warranted, in regard _ 
of matter, | oe title or inveſtiture; A legitimacy in - 
every of theſe truſt go to the making of a moral power; 
and, an illegitimacy'in any of theſe, is an Negitimacy in 
the very being and. conſtitution, and ſo a nullity to the 
power as moral, a making it of. do authority, * As the 
text ſpeaks only of this moral power, fo it excludes cverx ; 
umlawful power: (See Mr. Gee on eee, 1 


text.) zal, That the being of Gb, or the ordination 
of Gop here ſpoke of, is not a being'of Gop' providen- 

tially only, but ſuch a being of Gop;*as contains in it his 

| inſtitution and appointment; by the warrant of his law 
and precept fo that the magiſtrates to whom. the apoſtle 
enjoins obedience, are ſuch as are ſet up according to the 
preceptive ordination and will 6f Gop, as is evinced not 
only by the author referred to above, and other divines, 
but what ſufficiently appears from the context, where the 
ſubjection enjdined, and reſiſtance forbid, with their re- 
ſpective reaſons, are what tan only be ſpoke with reſpect 

' 40 powers ordained” bythe preceprive will of G0. A- 
gain, by confidermy the office and duty of the powers, 
and the end of their ordination, as deſcribed, ver. 3. 4. 
which by no means agree ro any but thoſe moral OHA 

' ordained by the preceptive will of Gop, it appears a ma» 
nifeſt abuſe of this rext, to apply it to every one advanced . © 
by providence to the place of Tuprenie: rule, not only 
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e Without e but in direct oppoſition to the pre- 
. ceprive will of Gop. It is moſt abſurd, and ſelf-conra- - 
4 dictory in profeſſed 'reftimony-bearers for 4 covenanted- 
» reformation, to apply this text in a way of pleading the 


lawfalneſs of an eraſtian antichrifflan conftitution, that 
is deſtitute of all theſe qualifications already mentioned, 
f (and always included in the ſcriptural definition of'a law- 
by ful en, as neceflary to conſtitute a moral power, 
L viz. in regard of matter, perſon, title or in veſtiture, Sc. 
nl But of the power which they fo zealovſly plead: for, the 
* matter is unlawful, being eraſtian, partly. civil, partly 
— eceleſiaſtic, by the united conſtitution. The perſon in- 
ſe veſted with this fupreme power, is one who is declared 

uncapable by the fundamental laws and covenanted con- 
al ſtitution of the nations: The manner of inveſtiture, and 
Ng terms on which the crown is held, finfot; the conffitn- | 
ly tion being in an immediate oppoſition to the unalterable 
It, « 992 E vw, 8-3 * £5549 . £15 * 92 th ieee _ 3, con- 
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| Gini of the kingdom of * Meſſiag, and fc 
en e of the covenanted ed ö 
And i it may be added, chat it 'is unlawful, as to the ex- 
* and application. of 1 ity, which has been all alon in 
of poſition 3 all-irue religi ae and a grievous opprefſion 
hy SANE , the. kingdom of Curr, in the liberties 
And! it muſt þ e ſo; for the tree muſt be 10 
1 EY 5 the, fr uit enn be ſuch. By all which it ap- 
| - pears, there is a nullity in the A5 4 moral,, being 10 
| ery oppolite t to the z£vealed. will of God, And from 
hat, is laid, it is gbyigus that this ſe beer ves. 1. 
countenance. to thei? n ee Ae, Lich 
ſtrong arguments aga it. 
A th ſcripture, . is Titus i ili. "ts Put Hem 
T4 8 Tung to be ſubject to e hy, 8 
As Seteders apply 15 text to the . ame purpoſe, and ex: 
25 he it in the ſame manner ag they have, done. thoſe. 
thers above mentione io What! 18 already ſaid, is ſuffici- 
to diſcover the Wh of their uſe, and explication 
1 thereof, The powers and 387675 \he apoſtle requires 
. abjedtion. to, are, only; ſuch AS, are 10. in a moral ſenſe; 3 
| one but uch arc accounted powers and magiſtrates. in 
_ the ſen e of the text: The. apoſtle muſt mean the ſame 
| powers here he deſcribes in Rom. Nil. 14,24 3, 8855 other - 
VE be cohtradidts himſelf, which, muſt not be admitted; 
the powers he there, Tpeaks, of, are moral powers, 
7 ſuch as have not only proper abilities for governs 
ment and rule, but al da bf of conſtirution, i . 0 
ing "them N uſe. their. abilities for that purpoſe. 19255 
can. one be en pected- or {aid to be the winmſter. of G 
for good, or a terror to. evil deers, and 4 praiſe ta 556 
that do well, if he is"fo 2 0 and incliped, as to love 
ke which "fs evil, . that which, js good, and ſo 
is a praiſe, 20, 355 N ] 998 A terror to yes as 
40 welk Mi ſuppol; is, to overth 
ae univerlally cſtablithed condom den cou cauſe and 
the means and a end. And ſo much (namely, 
| 155 Kal op there ſpoke of are moral powers, ) Sece- 
7 to grapt in their explication of Rom. xiii. 
he tg ſpeaks only of powers in a moral 
By 7225 | ad this conceſſion at once deſtroys their 
e and, confirms. 9 85 the preſbytery plead. for, 
nie [y4.that, none are law ful 0 but GI as ms 
. to 0 e lech will of Gop 9 5 — 
hi ch 1 he. judgment of All 
reverent! ſy wit! he racks Gov, is in this tary a l 
far 
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e the moral dictates of right feaſbn,“ from which See- 

drr fetch the inſtitution of this div ine ordinanteè of ma- 

racyy and on Which they ſettle" jeg as on (at any 

I}—® he nacural» and eternal law of Gop;“ pre 
ferring chat to the plain; perfect and compleat revelation \, 

of God's will in Ris wor. Ban 


£ ( > 


f 
N ban, | 
The loft text uſed by them, is 1 Pert il. 23: to 7% the 
import of which, chey fay, is; that all who hate à con- N 
ſtitution by conſent of the civil ſbciety, are to be fubject- — 
ed to for the LonpD's fake, as having an inſtitution froeům 
him: And that, however ſeldom they were inelined ur 
employed in the Uiſtharge of the duties proper to their 
office” It may ſuffice to 6bſetve; that while the apoſtle 
is here ſpeakivg; as in the above texts, of moral powers; 
as above deſeribed, it is evident, that by ery buinanre 
F man,” can only be mrant the different kinds aud forms 
of civil government; and gobernburs ſer up by men; 
to every of which the apoſtle emorts 0 a fubmiſſion, 
broviding, het in the ſing up of cheſe, ey ücted 1 
greeable to the general laws and rules appointed by Gop 
in his word, both reſpecting the conſtitution of govern- 
ment, and qualifications of governours. Then, 'as they 
bear the ſtamp of divine authority, they were to be ſub. 
minted to for the Lokp's ſake: But what manifeſt 'abuſe 
of feripture is it, to alletge with them, that the inſpirec 
—— exhorts to ſubmit to every monſter of iniquity, 
it only ſer up by the civil ſociety,” though perhaps guilty 
of 4 number of crimes, that by the law of Gon, and 
las of men founded thereon, are puniſhable by à ſe- 
vere death? Sure, fuch can never Have a title to that 
obedience which is due to the ordinance of Gop, Who 
Have not ſo much as a title to live upon the earth. More 
over; let it be confidered, that in the above cited texts, 
the ſpirit of Gov enjoins either that obedience and fub- 
jection that is due to lawful magiſtrates, or that ſubſec- 
tion only, which is for à time; by an extrabrdifiary and | 
ſpecial commatid, fach as Fer. XXIX 7. given to/conquer- . '  . »þ 
ors and uſuf pers, having no right but what is providen- 1 
tial. If the firſt, Ben hey cannot intend any but theſe 


moral powers; 'Who'are ſaid to be of Go, lin reſpect of 
kis approbative and preceptive will. If che laſt, then theſe 
texts are hot the rule of obedience te law ful rulers, who = 
are ſet up qualified, and gobern decording to the law of 
theſe texts can only be underſtS0d of the 
e OS, SR 
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Brſt, is evident from this, that in them, not only ia che 
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office, duty and end of the civil magiſtrate ns particu- 
larly deſcribed, as the obedience and fubjection command- 
ed; but the one is made the foundation, ground and rea- 


ſom of, and inſeparably connected with the other. And 


therefore it was, that the renowned witneſſes for CHRIST 
and his intereſt, contended ſo much for reformation in 
the civil magiſtracy-and. magiſtrate, in an agreeableneſs 
to the original inſtitution of that ordinance,” and en- 
dared ſo great oppoſition on that account... ../ . 
Jo conclude this: As it is evident theſ texts give no 


countenance to dhe corrupt ſcheme. of Seceders, but al- 


ways ſuppoſe the power, to which fubjection and obedi- 
ence tor conſcience ſake is enjoined to be lawful, in re- 


gard of matter, perſon, title, c. So the preſbytery can- 


not but teſtify n for perverting and wreſting 
the ſcriptures of truth, to a ſavouring ot their anarchi- 
cal, and antiſeriptural tenet, and for their ſo ſtiffly and 
tenaciouſſy pleading for avowed apoſtafy and deſection 
(which is the whole ſcope and amount of their declared 


ſcheme of politics), viz. that it-is lawful for poſterity to 


turn back to where their forefathers were, giving up with 
many precious truths, and further attainments in refor- 


mation, valuable and neceſſary, acquired at the expence 


of much zeal, faithfulneſs and © treaſure; and handed 
down to us, ſealed by the ſpirit of Gop upon the ſouls. 


of his people, as his work and (cauſe ; and on public 


ſcaffolds and high places of the field, with the deareſt 
blood of multitudes of CHRIS T's faithful witneſſes, who 
loved not their lives unto the death. And this, in expreſs 
contradiction to the land's ſolemn covenant engagements 
to the LokD, for maintaining and holding faſt that 


_ wherennto we had attained. .- For, notwithſtanding all 


the regard and deference Seceders profeſs: to the cove- 
nants and reformation principles, they are, all the while, 
directly pleading in defence of the ſame cauſe, advancing 


the ſame arguments to ſupport it, and likewiſe giving 


the fame corrupt and perverted explication of, the above 
texts of ſcripture, that the mercileſs and bloody murder- 
ers and perſecutors did, in the late tyrannous times, in 


their ſtated oppoſition. to the cauſe and intereſt of glori- 


ous CHRIS, together with the indulged who took part 
with them, in oppoũng the kingdom and ſubjects of 


Lions exalted king. And as (pity it -is); Seceders have 


picadcd the cauſe, of malignants, and, rubbing the ruſt 


— 


— 
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from their antiquated arguments, have preſented them 
with a new luſtre : 80 the preſbytery, in oppOHHiI.ngx 
thereto, are ſatisſied to ꝓlead the fame cauſe, with the 
ſame arguments; and to underſtand theſe ſcriptures, in 

the ſame ſenſe as was done by the witneſſes for refor- 
mation, whom the Loap honoured to ſeal his truths 
with their blood, as is ſufficiently confirmed from; The 
rlouu -of witne(/es:; where their concurring teſtimonies 
are harmoniouſly ſtated, upon their diſowning the au- 
thority of the then antichriſtian and eraſtian govern- 
ment, even when acknowledged by the bulk and body 
of the nation, both civil and eecleſiaſtic. Whence alſo 
it is evident, that the perſecution: was not che cauſe of 
their caſting off that authority; but that authority's aſ- 
ſuming and uſurping the royal prerogatives of CHRIS, 
the church's Head, wes the cauſe of their diſowning it; 
and then their refuſing to acknowledge fore ſaid autho- 
rity, was the cauſe of all their perſecutio . 
Zaly, The preſbytery teſtify againſt foreſaid ¶ Dociates, 
on account of their corruption in worſhip; particularly, 
in the duty of prayer, both as practiſed by their mini- 
ſters, and by them enjoined upon their people 
 Wherein, in an inconſiſtency with a faithful teſtimony 
againſt the declared enemies of the church's: head and 
king, they affect to expreſs a ſuperlative loyalty, unto 
the prelatic poſſeſſors of power, not much differing from 
the forms impoſed upon, and / obſerved by the efaſtian 
church. The preſbytery acknowledge it duty to pray 
for all men, in the various ſtations of life, as ſinnere 
loſt, of the ruined family of Adam, ſtanding abſolutely 
in need of a Savio ux, that they may be ſaved, and come 
to the knowledge of the truth ; as is enjoined, 1 Tim. ii. 

| 1 2. The which yet muſt not be underſtood in an unlimi- 

| ted ſenſe, but with ſubmiſſion to the will of God, if-they 

belong to the election of grace. Nay, they acknowledge 

it indiſpenſible duty, as to pray, the church max 

obtain ſuch kings and queens, as ſhall be nurſing fathers, 
and mothers, according to the Lonp's gracious promiſe : 
So, when ſuch are granted to them, it is their duty to 
make prayers and ſupplications, in a particular manner, 
for them. But it is no leſs than an abuſe of ſcripture, and 
flat contradiction to many promiſes and threatnings, torx- = 

tend foreſaid command to every perſon without diſtinction 
whom: providence advances dd the ſupreme-ruleioverthe 
people of Gop, in a way of acknowledging: their auth - 
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rity as hw ful, and of praying for ſueteſs and pröch | 
to them; as Seceders lor) To pray for ſuereſs unto, and 
the contiuuance of wicked rulers, that are enemies to the 
Loan, and uſurpers cof tus crow ant ſuch whom the 
Lon, in anger againſt a people for their ſins, may ſend 
aàs a ſpecial puniſhment upon them, and from whom he 
nas promiſed deliverance unto his people, ab a peculiar 
bleſning, is no leſs than 2 ſighting of che promiſes, and 
_ deriding of che threatenings, and in reality, is a taking 
part with Gop s enemies, againſt him and his cauſe. As it 
is impoflible, ſincerely to pray forthe coming of CN RIST'$ 
kingdom, and advancement thereof, without alſo, as a 
neceſſary mean conducive thereto, to pray for the down- 
fal and deſtruction ot all his enemies, as ſuch, whatever 
be their place and ſtation, (which is not at all inconſiſtent 
with praying for their ſalvation, as loſt ſinners; ſeeing 
Jas us Canis r, no leſs eſſectually deſtroys his enemies, 
when he makes them to bow in a way of willing ſubjec - 
tion 10 his ſceptre of his law and grace, than when he 
breaks them in pieces with his iron rod of wrath: 80, 
ho ſelf· contradictory is it in Seceders, to pray for the 
| coming of CxRnIS rs mediatory kingdom; and, at the 
ſame time, to pray for the ſucceſs and yy. on nt" one, 
in his kingly character, who, — lves acknowledge, 
has, in that character; made grievous encroachments 
upon the royal prerogatives of the Logd Jesus CHRIST, 
is an uſurper of his cron, and therefore, in that 27 * 
muſt be conſidered as an enemy to his kingdom ?. | 
That the above is no — — harge againſt anden, 
is witneſſed by a variety of their cauſes of faſting, con- 
cluding with ſuch prayers, which they have emitted, as 
wellſas by their daily e And particularly, Anti- 
burger Seceders have given a late recent proof of this; 
in what they call, A 8 warning by the Mociate Sy- 
nod, R. 2 unfaithful warning concludes with a 
fſelf-comradiftory form of prayer, - enjoited upon all un- 
der che inſpection of ſaid Synod; Among other things, they 
© exhorr all the people under their inſpection, ro pour 
ct dut earneſt and inceſſant ſapplications before the Lon, 
in a dependence upon the merit and intereeſſion bf dur 
al. great High; prieſt, — may — bring about à revisal 
of dur covenantad refurmatlon, —remoping all he 
*:mbuntainswhich ſtaud jn the way; chat he may ubun- 
4 dantipbleſs our ſoreteign King George, and che apparent 


Achkir of che nnn all the-plots, or efforts of 
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te xwhate enemies, open or ſcoret, againſt the pro» 125 
«' teſtant ſucce ſſion to the chrone of theſe kingdoms in Th 


« the family of, Hanguerg that he may be geagious; tothe 
« Tick cquris of parliament, in chis and the peighhaur- 
&© ing iſland, leading them tO hroper meaſures far the 
« honour. of Enis; that he may haſten the enlarge- 
« nent of the, Megiatoz's kingdom G. 
FU prayer they make any exceptions again; > - | 
ſo they muſt be underſtood theremnapproving of the con- ; 
ſtirutign of the. L „the eſta iſlhment and Jlimitatiory | 

of che throne of theic kingdom in the Hoanoverian fami- 

ly, as preſently by law eſtabliſhed: And alſo, approving 

of che Britiſh and {riſh-pariaments, in their conſtitution, : 
as, by law-eſtablitbed, tho both,nf-them groſsly Eraſtian, Wb 
and neceſſarily connected with maintaining Enght/h popiſh 
ceręemonies, che whole En24fb higrarchy,:and-civil places . 

and power of churchmen ; in oppoſition to the wurd ß = 

Gon, reforming laws, and govenamed conſtitutions of 

the nations, Heng zd, This patern of prayer muſt he un- 
derſtood as cpntaining carneſt ſupplications ta che Lonn, 
that, he may continue ande preſerve an eraſtian conſti- 
tution, that: be may! perpetuate the limited ſucceſſon 

to. the throng; in tha family off Hanguer; and that, in 
oppoſition, to albatiempis M hatexer, toward any change, 
however much it might contribute to the glory of Gn, 
good ot the church, and revival of. a covenamed refr- 
mation; and alſo, ſeems to include a deſire, that Go 
may preſerve and maintain a parliament in the: nations, 
one, of the houſes whereof, dig the Houſe of Pers, is 
compoſed partly of / pitiiual Hard as eſſential members 
thereof. an antichriſtian deſignation, —a title and of- 
tice, not to be founũ in che book of divine revelation 8 
34, This prayer ſeems to ſuppoſę a oon ũſtency bet wixt the 
preſervation gf all theſe, and the revival of acovenanted re- 
formation in cheſe lands; and Alſe that they, particularly 
a parliament, thus anzichriſtian in its conſtitution, are pro- 
per iuſtru ments for nromoting che honour and deelarati ve 
glory of CHRIS NH althe' the prelates, conftituent meme 
bers therein, axe a,generation,of men chat were never yet 
known to have a vo for CHRIS T's kingdom anch intertſt. 
And therefore, 40, This prayer conſiſts of flat contradie - 
tion, (I. MImregard the revival of a cov nanted retorm- 
tion; and the flouriſhing of Cyrus 7s mediatory kingdom, 
nationally; muſt be attended withethe overthrow of all 
7 tr Oe OY g con- 
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' conftirations, civil and eccleſiaſtic, chat hinder and op. 
poſe the ſame, Hag. ii. 6, 7. and with the down bringing 
df alh'the enemies thereof, from the height of their ex- 
cellency, (2.) It is a contradiction for them to pray, 
that the Lori would remove all che mountains that ſtand 
in the ny of the revival of our reformation; and yet, at 
the ſame time, pray for the preſer vation and continuance 
of aconſtitution, under which (as themſelves acknowledge, 
Defence of their Frino. page 51ſt.) „ There is a mighty 
cc baythruſt into the way of our covenanted reformation, 
«. both in church and Rate; yea, a grave-ftone is laid, 
< and eſtabliſhed upon the ſame.” (3.) It is a ſinful and 
glaring contradiction for Sectdert, to rank an approba- 
tion of the Engliſh hierarchy among our public national 
fins and ſteps of defection ; (as they do, Page 53d of 
their pamphlet, ) and yet themſel ves perſiſt ad con- 
tinue in the ſame fin and guilt, homologating and appro- 
ving the autichriſtian conſtitution of the Britiſh and 
Triſh parliaments, by praying (like their forefathers, in 
their fulſome addreſs to James the Papiſt;) for divine illu- 

_ mination and*condudt to the Prelates in their civil places 
and power, as neceflary members there, as they 3 in 
this prayer of theirs. Can ſuch be ſuppoſed to be ei- 

ther truly ſenfible of fin; or humbled för it? who, not- 

withſtanding all their confeſſions, tilt" contitue in che 
love and practice of it? But with fuch mock acknow- 
ledgments, (of which a variety of other in ſtances might 
be given,) have they hitherto impoſed on the generation. 
And ſo ih, It is a prayer, that in ſeveral parts thereof, 
has no ſcripture warrant, no foundation in the promiſes 
of Gon. Particularly, on what ſcripture warrant, what 
promiſe, can Secæders build their prayers for, or expectation 
of the Loxp's anſwering them, by-blefling an eraſtian go- 
vernment to themſelves or others, which being, in its con- 
ſtitution, contrary to the word of Gop, is ſuch, that un- 
der it, (as they grant, ibid. page goth, ) a people cannot 
truly proſper in their civil concerns, nor be enriched 
with the blefings- of the goſpel ? From what ſcripture 
promiſe are they warranted to pray, that Gop may per- 
petuate the ſucceſſion to the throne in any one family, 
aud —_— when that ſucceſſion is circumſeribed and 
limited, in a way oppoſite. to the laws of Gor, and 
mediatory kingdom of CnRIs TF and therefore, a pray- 
er, chat cannot be made in faith, and ſo cannot be ac- 
ceptable xo G in its complex form. No 22 
OE hee ils | | | - have 
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have faith in the merit and interceſſion of CHRIST, for BY 
obtaining any thing in prayer, but what Carisr has #4 
priorly merited, and does actually interceed for. But it Bi 
would favour too much of blaſphemy, to apply ſome of \ 
the Pafticulars already noticed in this form of prayer, to 
the merit and interceſſion of our great High-prieft. Sure 

it cannot be thought, that he makes interceſſion for the 

- proſperity and ſucceſs of his enemies, in their ſtated 'op=  _ 

poſition to his kingdom and intereſt in this world; nei: 

| ther can it be conſiſtent with fidelity to CHRIST, as a © 
| King, for his profeſſed ſubjects to pgay for it. What a „ 

Fearkal trifling with Gop, in the duty of prayer, is it to M0 
pray, that the LoxD may bring down Popery and Pre- 4 


-” 
— — — 


| WU lacy; and next breath to pray, that the Loxp may con- 4 
J tinue, proſper and preſerve the eraſtian head, and great — 2 
. bulwark of Prelacy? _ 125 ) RR 
6 .  4thhy, Again, the preſbytery teſtify againſt the aſſociate 

party for their treachery in covenant. This is a fin that is 

6. in ſcripture, and even by the common voice of mankind; . 

1 declared very heinous; but which, by what is already 

S diſcovered anent ſaid party, appears too, too juſtly charge- | 

\ able upon them. It is notorious, and what themſelves 3 
2 -boaſt much of, that they profeſſedly maintain the moral 

- and perpetual obligation of the-covenants, both the na- i 
e. tional covenant of Scotland, and the ſolemn league and | | 
— covenant of Scotland, England and Ireland, entered into "i 
if for reformation and defence of religion. and bringing 1 
ls the churches of God in the three kingdoms to the DR fl 
f, conjunction and uniformity in religion, according to the | 
8 word of Gop. „They alſo do in the moſt public manner 

Ji profeſs, that they are the only trug faithful witneſſes for 

na covenanted rmation. t the conſiſtency of ſuch 5 

)- a a profeſſion with maintaining principles that are diame- | m 

1. trically oppoſite to theſe covenants, and the cauſe. of 8 

* truth, ſworn to in them, (as has been made evident theß 


Ot. do,) is altogether unintelligible. Is it poſſible ſtrenu- 
d — 4 to maintain The lawfulneſs of à prelatical govern- 


'c ment ahjured in the covenants, and yet at the ſame time 

r- -fincerely and honeſtly, according to the profeſſſon made 

Y by che church, fal. xliv. 17. 18. to contend for the 

1d moral obligation of the covenants, and the work of re- 

id formation {worn to in them? But further, the neceſſity 
of lifting up a teſtimony againſt Secede#s; for their tre- 
C- chery and unfaithfulneſs im the matter of the covenants, * , 


$ 
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g very ſolemn profeſſion” of renewing the national covenant 
of Scotland, and the ſolemn league and covenant of the 
three lands, in place of practiſing accordingly, have, in 


reality, made a-hew-and very different bond or covenanr, 
both in form and ſabſtance, which they have not only 
ſworn themſelves, but alſo impoſed upon many honeſt 
people: And this as a renewing, nay, as the only right 
way of renewing ſaid covenants, according to the cir- 
cumſtances of the times. That this bond entered into 


by Seceders, (however good it may be, confidered in an 


a bſtract ſenſe,) is not a renovation of the national cove- 
nants, as they aſſert it to be, but a treacherous and de- 
ceirful burying of theſe covenants, as to their ſum and 
ſubſtance, is abundantly evident, from their induſtrious 


keeping out, and omitting the moſt part of them out of 


their new and artificial bond. Particularly, alcho? they 
pretend to a renovation both of the national and ſolemn 
league and covenant, yet they have almoſt entirely left 
out, and paſſed over the natonal covenant of Scotland; 
and ſatisfying themſelves with ſimple teſtifying againſt 


Popery, have omitted all the particular errors and'bran- 


ches thereof expreſly contained in the national covenant. 


As to the ſolemn league, of which they pretend their 


bond is alſo a renovation, there is very little of it to be 


found therein, as appears from a compatiſon of the one 
with the other. Thus they have left out that remarkable 
and neceſſary clauſe in the firſt article, viz. © againſt our 
common enemies :” And, in place of endeavouring to 


bring the churches of Gob in the three kingdoms to the 
neareſt conjunction anduniformity in religion, Confeſſion 
of faith, Form of ghurch government, Directory for 


? \ 


worthip and catechiſing, as in ſaid article, there is an 


unintelligible clauſe or jumble of words brought in, viz. 


to promote and advance our covenanted conjunction and 


uniformity in religion, juſt as if that conjunction and 


uniformity had a preſent exiſtence (in its native and ori- 


ginal ſtate and form) in the three lands; when, on the 
contrary, preſbytery is eſtabliſhed in Scorland, yet not on 


the footing of the word of Go and the covenants, and 
epiſcopacy is eſtabliſhed in England” and [reland, in con- 
tradiction to the word of Gop, and the covenants. _ 
24ly, They have kept out that neceffary clauſe in the 2d 
article, viz--* withour reſpect of perſons, endeavour the 


« extirpation, &c.” and inftead thereof, ſay, “ teſtify a- 


«© gaiuſt Popery and Prelaey;“ where appears not 
1 3 £& . dif- 
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difference in expreſſion, but A ſubſtantial difference. - | 
34% They have altogether omitted and kept out the 3d 
and ath articles. aun They have kept out that mate- 


rial and neceſſary clauſe in the 5th article, viz. © That 
c juſtice may be done on the wilful oppoſers thereof,“ 5 


4 . 4 * I J > 
in manner expreſſed in the preceeding article. _th/ ä A 
They, have left out all the 6th article, excepting theſe es | 
words; We ſhall not give up ourſelves to a deteſtable 4 
4% neutrality and indifferency in the cauſe of Gon.“ And "| 


6:hly, They have wholly omitted that material paragraph 
of the concluſion of the ſolemn league. It is therefore 
evident, that the model of the covenants. agreed to by 
Seceders, is different in ſubſtance, as well as form, from 
our antient covenants; ſo that, under pretence of reno» 
my vation, they have made a new bond. Menn an 7 
gut, again, that their pretended renovation is a real 0 
urzing of the covenanted reformation, appears from 
ir overlooking, caſting by, and keeping out the na- 
tional covenant, as it was renewed in the year 1638, and = 
the ſolemn league and covenant, as rene wed in the year 
1048, and going back to the years 1580, and 156, as |, 
the pattern they propoſe to follow in carrying on of their 
covenanted teſtimony: And what can be 1 reaſon of 
this ? Can it be, becauſe Prelacy, and the civil places 
and power of churchmen, were, by the explication and 
application of the covenant, anno 1638, expreſly and ex- 
plicitly condemned, while they were, formerly only, im- 
pliciteby, and by way of. conſequence 2 So they have, at 
ee this ſep. back, both taculy condemned our, res 
mers, of giving themſelves needleſs trouble in their 
explanation of the covenant, as condemning and abjuxing, 
Epiſcopacy; and, alſo, do overlook, deſpiſe, and dif; grace- 
fully bury the many advanced ſteps of retormation attains, 
ed to in theſe; covenanted lands betwixt 2638 andi, 
(particularly the church of Scotland's teſtimony againſt 
Prelacy), in which time reformation arrived to à greater 
height of purity than ever was attained in any foregoing 
period: of this church and nation However, whatever 
their reaſons were for ſo doing, that they have ſo. done, 
is clear, from their act at Edinburgh, February. 3d, 174g, 
| where they conclude with a nota bene, leſt it ſhould no o 
"| therwiſe have been obſerved that they do ſo, and thereby: 
declare their ſin as Sodam, as if the publiſhing of it would 
make an atonement far it. NV. B. Only the national co - 
e venant, as it was entered into annis 1580, 1581, (with- 


— 


17 ou 


EY 


I 16] <= 

« gut the bond wherein it was renewed annd 1638), and 
i the ſolemn league and covenant, (without the folemn 

% acknowledgment of fins, and engagement to duties, 

„ anno 1648,) are here prefixed unto the following act, 

« apreeably unto the deſign of the ſaid act: And for this, 

they pretend the example of our reformers, ammo 1638, 

who renewed the national covepant by a new bond, in 

- place of that bond wherewith it was renewed and ſworn, 
1590, which they omitted; wherein their deceit and 
unfaithfulneſs is very obvious from the following obſer- 
vations: 1ſt; Hereby they have caſt a moſt injurious ca- 
lumny and reproach upon our hondured reformers, and 
in their pretending. to imitate their practice, in renova- 
tion of the covenants, are guilry of a moſt dreadful and 
deceitful impoſition on the generation; for tho” our re- 
rmers did renew the covenants with a new bond, and 
perhaps very ſeldom ſware them without ſome additions, 
yet they never went back from any part of reformation, 
eſpouſed and ſworn to in the renovations tliat were be- 
fore them, under a pretence, that ſuch points of refor- 
mation formerly attained, were unſuitable, or not adapt- 
ed to their circumſtances, as Seceders have done! On 
the contrary, our reformers, in all the different renova- 
tions of the covenants, not only included all that was for- 
merly attained to, binding themſelves in ſtrift adherence 
to all the articles priorly in the oath and covenant of 
Gov, (at the ſame time ſolemnly acknowledging all for- 
mer breaches thereof; and obliging themſelves, in the 
ſtrength of grace to the performance of the contrary, 
and conſequential duties;) but alſo, ſtill went forward in 
- explaining and more explicitly applying the covenants 
againſt the ſins of their day, and more exprefly binding 
themſelves to the oppoſite duties; as is clear from the 
bond wherewith our reformers renewed the covenants: 

- 1638, and the ſolemn acknowledgment of ſins, and en- 
gement to duties, 1648; both which the Secedets have 
refacedly caſt by and exploded in their alledged renova - 
tion of the „ as it is manifeſt that 

gur reformers always went forward 30 further degrees of 
| _ - reformation, ſo it is no leſs manifeſt, that foreſaid party 
acting contrary to them, have gone backwards. But adh), 

They have not only rejected the renovation of the cove- 
nants by our anceſtors 1638 and 1640; but even when 
they pretended to follow the renovation of the covenant, 
1590 and 1582, they have kept out and perverted - 

| 7S 8 N | | | mo 
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moſt the whole of the national covenants, as aN already 
obſer ved; particularly, in their NEW. bong; they have 
caſt away the civil part of the eovenants altogther-. For 
_ wharrreaſon they do fo, is indeed hard to fav. rue, 
they alledge it would be a bes däng of civil and religious 
matters together — and that it is hot proper (or compe- 
tent for them us a church judicatory) to meddle in theſe. 
matters that art of à civil nature“ But ſeeing infinite 


FL + £8 


mankind'; it is difficult to conceive, how the people of 
God cheir binding themſelves in à eovenant of duties to 


is immediately civil in its nature, and what is properly 
religious. This, therefore, is a mere groundleſs pretence 


and evaſion ; and if it has any force at all, a8 a reaſon; it 

ſtrikes agalnſt the reformers, who compiled theſe cove- 

nünts. They are the proper objects at whom through the 

ſides of others it thruſts; for they, at che framing of 
fundry of their 'covenants, and afterwards at the rehova- 

tion of their covenant, did it both withour the'ecclefiaf- 

tical authority, and alſo without, and "contrary unts,' 

yea, at the hazard of ſuffering the greateſt ſe verities from) 

the civil authgrity on that account:” And yettheceeleflw — | 
aſtie judicatories of the church of Scuslaud afterwards - 
found it competent for them, as ſueh, to approve of dheſe/ 7 
covenants, both as to the matter and form of them, with-' N 
out branding and exploding them as a blending'of mat 
ters civil and religious together, as Secedery Have done. 
Again, as the covenants require no other than d lawful: 
magiſtrate; and ſeeing Secemer acknowledge the preſent 
as lawful, and chat it is their duty to be fubject to; and 
ſupport them as ſuch, it is impoſſible to conceide any 


* 


reaſon, why they have not honoured the preſent rulers 
with a place in their new and artificial bond; unlefs per- f 
haps this; that they were aware that would have been 
ſo glaring a contradiftion to theſe covenants they were 
pretending to renew, as would doubtleſs have ſtartled and 
driven away from them a good many honeſt N 5 
10808 | a - 4 8 N ao racy | 
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they-hiave allured-and led aſide by their god words, and 
fair-ſcr ſpeeches; and yet it is pretty obvious they, have 
jacluded the preſent rulers in their bond, and taken 


them in in an, oblique and clandeſtine way, by ſwearing 


to thei-nelative duties contained in the, Hiffh command- 
ment, ſeeing they acknowledge them as their civil, pa- 
rents | | Again, a9 their, bond; is ſuppoſed to vgduplicate 
upon the national covenants, and 19.,to. bind to every 
article in them, by natiye conſequence, cheꝝ ſwear to a 
prelatical government; for ſceing they have made no ex- 
ception in their bond, it muſk be applicd io no other, but 
the government which preſently exiſtz z, and this, in flat 
contradiction to the covenants, by which ſuch a vern- 
ment ãs abiured. So that their new hond is no geſs oppo- 
ſe to che national covedants, and is much more deceit- 
fal, than if they had plainly and explicitely ſworn allegi 


ance to dhe preſent government herein only. the genera- 


lity / af their implicite followers do not ſo xeadily obſceve 
1 Upon the Whole, ho ſtrange is it, that theꝝ ſhould 


have: the aſſurance to father their deceitful apoſtaſy, and 


| wretched burying of che covehanis upon Our reformers, 
fo injuriouſiy to their character, and at- the hazard: of 
impoſing a hęinous and haſe cheat upon the world, while, 


__notwithitanding all cheir vain pretenſions, it, is undenia- 


Bly evident te thoſe who will impartially, and without 

prejudice, examine the method and order whereby our an- 
cerſtors renewed our covenants, that in, this,: they have 
been ſo far from following their cample, that they have 
directly comradifed-the fame, and, in reality, buried much 
af the covenants and work, of re for mation ſworn, to in 
them. For tho a people may very lawfully, by à new 
bond, enlarge and add to their former obligations that 
they brought themſelves under; . e's can never, wich- 
ont involving hemſel ves in the guilt of perjury, relax or 
cancel former obligations by any; future bond. Accord- 


ingly, aur worthy anceſtors, hy all the new; bonds they 


anne xd to former abligations, were ſo far from attempt- 
ing io Jeoſe themſclves from any covenanted duty that 
either they; or their fathers were priorly bound unto, that 


they cheredi Kill, brought, themſelves under ſtraiter bonds 


er aA their former and new obligations of duty 
to: GD Bur, as has been diſcovered, Secedery, by their 
artificial bond, have caſt out the very ſubſtance and ſpirit 
af che coxenants, by their rumping and hewing. them at 
pleafure, to reduce them to the finful enen 5 
9 . * Ch "I d f e 
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the ume; And this, in cohtradicom to thely on 
blic profeſiion, that theſe covenants are moral? in — 
nature and obligation upon thefe nations de the left = 
poſterity. How ſurpriſing 4s i then, chat aſter ſuch a2 
profeſſion; they dare oaſt out of their bond the greateſt - - 
parts of the covenants ! This is not only to an theſe 
obligations, bur it is to make à public dedaration, that 
different" times and circumſtances do free men from their 
obligation to keep their moſt ſolemm vows to the Moſt 
High. 'To- this, as very applicable, may be ſubjoined 
the words of Mr. Caſe; in a ſermon relative to the cove- 
nants 4 Others have taken it, Ci. the covenant) with 
„ their oun evaſions,' limitation and reſervations: Such 
« Jeſuitical ſpirk is got in among us, by which meuns 
it eomes e that by that time that men have pared | 
« off and left out, and put what interpretations they | 
« frame to themſelves, there is little left worth the name 
« of a covenant.” Aud, indeed,” ſo many are the ſelf- 
inconſiſtencies and groſs contradictions attending this 
new bond, chat it would have been. much more for he 
honour boch of the covenants, and of Seceders them- 
ſelves, rather never to have attempted ſuch a work, than 
to have done it in à way of tearing to pieces our ſolemn 
national vows. Wherefore the preſbytery cannot but, 
in teſtifying againſt them for their u vithfulneſs obteſt g 
all the lovers of truth, to beware of joining in this courfe 
of e and apotaly from'Gop and his covenanted | 
cauie | 4 
erhbly, The tery teſtify agdinſt forefiid parry, for | 
their unfaithfulneſs and partiality in point of teſtimony- 
bearing to à covenanted work of reformation; While 
yet they not only profeſs to be witneſſes, but the only 
= and faithful concenders for the ſaid work and cauſe. 
The juſtneſs of this charge 'manife(tly appears from the 
ſcope of their act and teſtimony, which feems to be prin- 
cipally levelſed againſt the corruptions of the preſent 
church judieatories, and not equally agaitift the corrup- 


tions of both church and ſtate, in agreeableneſs to the 
b faithful teſtimonies of the I. ons people in former times, 
3 and in a conſiſteney with the reformation that was joirit- 
e on in both church and ſtate, and ſolemnly 


a ory and engaged to in the covenants. They appear . 

* | never to have ally adopted the teſtimony of the church 

; of Scotland in her l times, when the profeſon 'of | 
4 __ a es. was by law made a ** 3 | 


tion 
1 


— 


80 tion of every one chat ſhould be admitted to places of 


civil truſt and power in the nation. Nor are the faith - 
ful teſtimonies of the valiant ſufferers and contenders, + 
even unto death, for the precious truths! of Gop in 
the late perſecuting period, as ſtated againſt both church 
and ſtate, fully ſtated, and judicially approven by them; 
much leis have they fully — the teſtimony, as 
ſtated againſt the revolution conſtitution, both eivil and 
eccleſiaſtic, which they did not in their teſtimony con- 
demn as ſinful; but, on the contrary, acknowledged 
the civil conſtitution lawful, notwithſtanding-'of their 
complaining of ſome defects and omiſſious therein. Of 
which error in the foundation, it may be ſaid, in eſpect 
of all the mal-adminiſtrations fince, it was font et or igo 
mali. And ſeeing, in and by the revolution conſtitution, 
the nation was involved in the guilt of apoſtaſy and 
treachery, in ſubverting and overturning the good and 
laudable laws for true religion and right liberty, a faint 
declaring. againſt ſome omiſſions cannot be accounted 
ſufficient ; eſpecially, when what is thus partly com- 
plained of, is at the ſame time complexly extolled, as a 
5 reat and glorious deliverance to the church and nation. 
3 Their teſtimony further appears to be partial and un- 
faithful, conſidering chat their ſeceſſion was not from 
the conſtitution of the revolution church, but in a par- 
tial and limited way, from a prevailing corrupt party in 
the judicatories of the church: Upon which footing it 
was, that ſome of greateſt note among them made their 
acceſſion, after their firſt ſeceſſion, expreſly declaring ſo 
much; whereby they have injured the true ſtate of the 
teſtimony which the Lox p honoured his covęnanted 
_ church of Scotland to bear; which is ſtated againſt all 
__- lukewarm and Laodicean profeſſors, as well as open enc- 
mies, and againſt all eraſtian uſurpation, and ſectarian 
invaſion on the cauſe of CHRIST. Moreover, their un- 
faithfulnefs in point of teſtimony, convincingly appears 
from their bitter contentions, and almoſt endleſs diſputes 
among themſelves, after their breach, upon the religious 
© clauſe of ſome. burgeſs oarhs, anent the true ſtate of 
their own teſtimony, whether lifted np againſt the revo- 

* lation conſtitution of the church, and ſettlement” of re- 
ligion, or not. Had neceflary and real faithfulneſs been 
ſtudied, in ning their teſtimony clearly and plainly, 

againſt all the defeftion, and apoſtaſy of the day from a 

covenanted reformation, there had been no occaſion — 
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recedi ng fr W every 1 hr 14 5 p- 
E of £ fa fulnels 0 5 and . 
CoD, 2 18 i 5 Mad 45) große edly « 
e revo ution ſett ent, irs, :nowleds! 
80 ſtirutions, bot po 40 . as con 
n an open contradiction to any teſtimony 
ion Work : 1 9025 party, 0 a, Anti- -burgherg, haye 
how. indeed 1 30 caft, off the revolution 48 
urc 


b, (at.the fame time cogr uin to 
their partial act and teſtimony, the baſis I ene aiftio- 


5 iſhed profeſſion J. But Jet, in an inc9nfiſtency, there- 
Wit 


h, and in contradiction. to the covenanted teſtimony 
of the church of Scotjand, continue to adopt the conſti- 
tution of the ſtate, as deing, however etectixe, Jet 
greeable” to the precept, and ſo la ful, Hence, the 


are Rill moſt partial in their ce o n then 


haye given a freſh and notable proof, in foremention. 


warnin publiſbed by them: * Whereig ul o there area 


variety of. evils condeſcended- upon, as JU grounds 0 
the Lon n's controverfy with; the. nations, yet there is 
155 that faithfulneſs uſed therein, in à x particular charging 
upon every, one | 

their different ranks, a8, in, agrecableneſs to the whe) ot 

Gon, is requiſite to work a convidtion-in-every one, th 
they may turn from their fins, and a ight e 
to the title, given, that ormance, a. Ming other 
inſtances that might alſo have been Ober ge, we Ve juſtly 
7, © The glorious ſovereignty of ou 
% Logg Jssus Silex, as the alone King and Heac 
“ of his church, is ſadly chgpogched upon aud appolec 
„ by the royal ſypremacy, ip.s caulcs ecclefiaſtical-<The 
. king 15 ee ſupreme head,” or gover- 
© nour on carth, of the” 8 6h of Eng . and Fe- 


de land. —The 2700 ſopereign i is thus dechied to be ch 


«© Head or fouritain, of church'p power, from whence' 7 
cc authority arid. . in theſe. charches' do 


TE ſpring, i is veſte "with alt wers "of government and y 


be „ Uſcipline, and c afttdted t the [ole Judge e of contro- 


2 within the ſame.— The eſtabliſheꝗ church of 

Scar land Rave allo, hy fone particular , managements, 

« ſubjefted and fobordioate i their ecclehaftical mectipgs 
wc to the civil power. But, While, inen, acknbwicdge | 

this to be the fin, of the 1 and an * e 
8 1 


or reforma- 


Ee” | GY 


= er 6 I 1 165 : 
jon againſt, the Lo ha. ” 
| th the il po power, 13 affüming ati lng dle 55 this cſi 
N unt -himſelf, ay are quite Ment.” 
Fine 73 the; filthfolneſs ro , in their warn, ww 
robher of Cailtar, in this matter, as once 
of the Lon ſad to the King of Iſrael, in 9 55 Ri, 
D aft the in, On the contrary, (which cannot bur 
have a tehdepey to ward off any” conviction” of his fi 4 
that this warning, Thould it come into his hands; might 
be expected to work, they ate F the baſeſt Hattkry 
uſed by court arafites, . 8 Bar The beit of King 
of che mildeſt adminiſtration,” 18 in Po t3th; and 
acknowledge, It, as a particular effect he. Lou's 
goodneſs, that we are privileged with fuch an one. But 
is he indeed deſerving of fuch a character? better than 
which could not be given to the moſt faithful ruler, 
 Jevoting all Ris power, as in duty bound, to the ſupport 
and advancement of the kingdom and intereſt of JE8vs 
HRIST, that e ever reigned. Does he really merit ſuch 
 encomium,, who: facrilegiouſly ufurps avd wears the 
crown, that alone can flouriſh” on the head of Zior's 
king. "And is this fuch a bleMiig to the church, that an 
enemy 109 er Lok'b and Hea rules over ber? Oh! 
max got ch e L hearkened and heard, but 
oy, 55 W not Aright.“ 
e preſbytery delle againſt tia ſeceding party 
| er of the ſin fulneſs of their terms of miniſterial arty: 
| chriſtian communion, as being partly deſtructive of that 
liberty wherewith CarisT has made his people free. By 
which, they have both impoſed upon themſelves, and 
ſhut the door of acceſs unto the privileges of the church, 
upon all 175 as, in a conſiſtency with their adherence 
to truth and .d , cannot accept of their unwarrantable 
reſtrictions. this—they ey gave carly diſcoverjes, as 
pears from the known inſtance of that notable back- 
Ager, Mr. Andrew Clarkſon, whom they obliged, be- 
fore licence, to make 4 — and folemn rebunciation 
© of his former Arete and p proveſion, reſpectin 5 
covenanted reformatiòn 7. As alſo, their rejecting 
e oY an Landon ele, 11 
e tain 


©: ae lg e orient beer 
* Difſentery under the paſtors? inſpeQion of the Rev: Mr. 
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25 ec} explicire Adherence to the fame, Until they ta | 

drop their former N This blind Zeal in Seeders, 

againſt 4 teſtimony for truck In s purity, did. reduatly - 7 Sy 

2 7 Until it Wezel them or wa Ae articular . 
mal ſtating of their terms of communion, where- chi 


by were coy cluded alt the free aud faithful of *the 
m their con munion, who toalthor approve of, 


1x0 358 Tweir the bon eb, they pretended 18. renew 
_ thetovenants: A. REF chat aft ar” We, 44; Whore 
is they did refolve. and determine, That 1 enovation 
of the” narionit tovenant of Nocte the 73 
* league and covenamt öf the three 421 in the man- 
„ner non agreed upon, and propoſed by the preſb £4 
oe” Wer be 7 of mini og communion wi 
| ytery, and Bkewife of” chriftian'tommunion,. 
E Lach on df opte to ſealing ordinances ; ie: Hh 
« therefrom, alt oppolers, conteniters _ fl Fo ak] 
_. he fich Ree GU 7 of our fem covehan 
cz Sterdet have 'dbliged heit berge ec e 
| thelr Infactious rig Uf our natiqnal'eyerants with t 
Loni, aud reformation therein ett to, particularly, 
| as they were renewed, 5 4638 aud 1648,” "And th 
they mi ut er evidence their refolutian. 1 
ou the foreſaid work, they afterwards 9 9 05 
ubjoin into their formula: © queſtions to-be put to an- 
dates before 9 Aud to rebate, before ordi- 
; nat the followin 150 queſtion, viz. “ Atte you ſatisfied 
ck, and do you propoſe.to adhere to,” and maig- 
0 dan the principle: 5 the preſent civil, goserumiegt, 
„ which ' are declared aud maintained in the” ale 
« Preſoyitry's anſwers t6 Mr. Nairn, with their defence - 
* thereunto ſubjoined ?** "'Whereby, in e to” 
their er. endeavours for the revival of a covenant» . 
ed reformation in the . wy ers dind down all 
da oils chu Sioand whs irt 5 0 W.... A 
with them, till e 
ume he wrete aud publiſhed a book,” ities, Plain Reajonr, 
&c. Setting forth the'grouide/why'} Diſſcarers re- 
fuſed to hold communion:with-the revoldrion che and ftate: = 
But, having u proſpect uf obtaining licence-and; ordination . 
mong them, in regatd they had then no ordained miniſter bes. e 
longing to them but old Mt. Macmillan alone, it appeared that, | 
from a paſkovate defire after theſe privileges, be lefs his old 
friends; and made his application NE NID. 
A | 
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e e ee run ip agreeableneſs ta the word 
of GonN,—ÞBy 


to 


powers in being ; yet they do materially, and with great 
1 25 hemſelves to be true an heal 


a. fai 


A 


e nations flouriſh, either in. f cis ee poral 
1 E MM any needful further to obſerve, 


C3 as $*- £©ad# 


dee 20D in his word. While (as has been already 
obſeryed,) mL with the, moſt, violent paſſion, refuſe to 
EC 


| 17 qualification of lawful civil rulers over a people 
; poſſeſſed o 


arbitrary manner, they have pretended to execute againſt 
ſuch as have. diſcovered the ſmalleſt degree of fanhful- 
neſs, in ende avouring to maintain the principles of our 
reformation, in agreeableneſs to the true ſtate of the 
corenanted teſtimony of the churck of Scotland: * 

| Os 11 | iu LOVES IT as 
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ranted by hurch's 


| e every expreſſion. contained in 


Lam J 
Meg Wen b dt Dent La, and il 
ſome others, ON; account of a . of grievances. given ; | 
in to ſaid affociates; againſt whom th ey degree tothe f 
\ ſentence of excommunication, without uling theſe for- [| 
malities 3 2 5 of conviction required and war- 8 1 
even in the caſe 196 | | 


members of is. my- WM 
tical body; or ſo much as e nat common juſtice | | 1 
to the ſentenced party, 


aa 0 01 be expected from wy 
judicatory, bearing the name, of Preſbyterian, EThoug! [| | 
the preſbytery are not hereby 10 be dey perl ay ap- = 
eſaid paper. W 
ut particularly, they have given, notable —.— of their 
fixed reſolution, to bear dovn all juſt in 
favours of Zion's king and N in of wt; 2 21. Nairn 
once of their number, becauſe of his e ſpouling che prin- 
ciples of this preſbytery, Alpes ally, 1 Gop's 
ordinance of magiſtracy, whom "hey proceeded 
to the higheſt — 46am of nk „upon the footin 
of a pretended libel; in which libel, not ſo ach 


feuces done => any of the profeſſed: 


as pretend any immorality 


Rr as the Lace of their arbitrary procedure, 


in practice, or yet error in 


rity, nor ber) 


rther than his uſing the 3 Principles of Ae 
church in her beſt times, and what tho, in neceſſary 
connection with ſuch a profeſſion: — , in adorabie 
lier ol fect jak bath fince been left to fall into the prac- 


fob te with ſome. ole, pri 2nd, private and Zo Cube 
againſt whom they procceded- in a maſt unaccquntable, 
antiſcriptural and unprecedented manner, #9 upon no 
better foundation, than that naticed in caſe above, 
Provence ng to 5 and caſt ſuch out of * — 
of their chu 1 never had ſubjected to their autho- 
5 ri ood in any citablyhed; SPRAIN 
em. 


And Further, beſides theſe. Dee up- | 
on, the Habirually aggrayate their abuſe of the ordinan- 
ces of BART. hou 12 mn, prong to Fed ex- 
m c from the- holy ſacrament. of, the ſupper, 
a e Fall and followers of the Ls MB, only, 
becauſe they cannot conſcientiouſly, and in a conſiſtency 
vith their fidelity to their Head and Sayzoun, acknow- 
W the ee of the ulurpers of hs PTR . 


1 " 


t 1 1 
$f. From all which, and every other inftatice of their 


continued proſtitution of the diſcipline inſtituted © by 


Ennis in his church, ind of that authority, which he, 


as a So cover his own houſe, has given unto faithful 


goſpel miniſters,” to the contempt and frorn of an un- 
godly generation: The preſbytery cannot but teſtify a- 


gainſt ihiem, as guilty of exercifing A tyrannjcal power - 
"over the heritage of the Lord z and to whom may too 
juſtly be apptied; the word of the Loap, ſpoken by his 


prophet; u. xvi 5. Your'brethren that hated you, 
tat caſt you dut for my name's ſake, faid, let the 
«© Loki be glorified : But he ſhall appear to your joy, 


_ «<:anU'they'all be aſharned.” Wherefore, and for all 


the forefaid grounds, the preſbytery find and declare, 


that the pretended Aſocrate Preſbyiery, now called Synod, 


whether before or fince, in their ſeparate capacity, claim- 


ing a plirity of power, neither was, nor are lawful and 


rightly conftituted courts of the Loxd JxsUS CnRIsr, 
according to his word, and to the teſtimony of the true 
preſbyterian covenanted church of CHRIST in Scotland : 


And therefore ought hot, nay cannot, in a confiſtency 


with. bearing a fanhful teſtimony for che covenanted 
truths, and cauſe of our Glorious Redeemer, be coun- 


| renanced' or ſubmitted to in their authority by his 


people.” 


Aga, the preſbytery find themſelves in duty obliged 


to teſtify againft theſe brethren who ſome time ago 


have broken off from their communion, for their un- 


warrantable ſeparatiou, and continued oppoſition to the 


truth and teſtimony, in the hands of this preſbytery, even 


to the extent of preſuming, in a judicial capacity, to 
threaten chureh cenſure againſt the preſbytery, without 
alledging ſo much as any other reaſon for this ſtrange 
procedure, than their refuſing to approve as truth, a 
Point of doctrine, that ftands condemned by the ſtancards 
of the reformed church of Scotland, founded on the au- 


_— of divine "revelation. But, as the preſbytery 


have formerly publiſhed a vindication of the truth main- 


tained by chem, and of their conduct, reſpecting the 


ſubje&-mytter of difference with their quondaty brethren, 
they refer to faid vindication, for x more particular diſ- 


covery of the error of their principle, and extravagance 


of their condy@ in this matter. And particularly, ey 
teſtify againſt the more avowed apoſtaſy of ſome of theſe 
brethren,” who are not aſhamed to declare _ 
ee ſuidings 


a mw as — rn 9 — a Py 6 w i. 


. 


- "IP ow _- — * — 


oe of _ ac__ .. £23 i ERR 


orry diſc 
1 wherein is vented fuck a Joofe and latitudina- 


with the ordination vows, whereby the author was ſo- 


14 * 


lemnly chgagel, . This, with geber differences, beſt, 


known to 


4 


emſelves, occaſioned a rupture in chat pre- 


tended preſbytery, which for. ſome years ſubfiſted : But 


this breach bein ſome conliderable time ago again cc 
mented, they. conſtituted themſelves in their former ca- 
paciry, upon terms (as appears from a printed account 
of their agreement and conſtitution, which they have 
never yet diſclaimed as unjuſt,) not very 8 


nor conſiſtent with their former principles and profeſſe 


zeal for maintaining the ſame.” Which agreement was 
made up, without any evidence of the above author's res 
tracting his lax principles, contained in the foreſaid ſer- 
mon. Whatever was the cauſe, whether from the in- 
fluence of others, (as was ſaid by the publiſher of their 


agreement,) or from a conſciouſneſs of dropping part of 


formerly received principles, is not certain; but one of. 
theſe brethren for a time, give up with further practi- 
cal communion with the other, namely, Mr. Hugh Innes, 
late of the Calton, Glaſgow ; while yet it was obſerved, that 
both uſed. a freedom, not formerly common to them, 
anent the preſent authority, in their public immediate 
addreſſes to the object of worſhip ; which, together with 
their apparent refiling from part of their former teſti- 
mony, occaſloned ſtumbling to ſome of their people, and 
terminated in the ſeparation of others. Forefaid latitu- 
dinarianiſm and falling away, is alſo ſadly verified, in 
the conduct of inother principal member of their pre- 
tended preſbytery, who has proteſſedly deſerted all teſti- 
mony- bearing for the reformation principles of the cove- 
an . 
At laſt, after their declared ſuterviews for that pur- 
poſe, theſe brethren have patched up a-mank agreement, 
which they Have publiſhed, in a paper entitled, Arat 
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of ths denen principles of the church of Scotland, gr. 
With a prefixed, advertiſement” in; ſome copies, affertin g 
the removal of their differences, which' aroſe from a 
ſermon, on P/al. cxxii. J. publiſhed, at Glaſgow, by a 
difapprobation. of what is implied in Tome expreſſions 
hereof, biz. “ Thar all che members of Carts T's my- 
'©® ſtical body may, and onght to unite in viſible church 
D * WY. 
Here is, indeed, W coll of the wound that 
ſhould haye been mare thoroughly ſearched, that, by 
probing into the Procieal appfieation of {aid ſermon, the 
corrupt matter of communipn with the revolution church 
in the goſpel and ſealin ordinances thereof, might have 
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been found out ; but not one word of this in all that 

abſtract, which contains their grounds of union, and 

terms of communion. Nothing of the above author's 

| - Fecanting his former inconſiſtent latitudinarian practices 

| i ; of hearing and thereby practically encouraging that va- 
| 
| 
| 


grant Epiſcopalian Whitefield ; his communicating, which 
natively implies union with the revolution church, in 
| one of the 1 of the covenant; nor his public praying 
for an eraſtian government, in a Way, and for a rea- 

| 
| of their authority. On which, accounts, the preſbytery 
NY teſtify againſt ſaid union, as being inconſiſtent. with 
| « Faithfulheſs in the cauſe of CHRIs T, and againſt ſaid 
| | abſtract, as, however containing a variety of particulars 
very juſt and good, yet bcaring no poſitive adherence to, 
. * _ - Hor particular mention of faithful wreſtlings and teſti- 
. monies of the martyrs and witneſſes for Scailand's cove- 
| nanted cauſe. ' As alſo, they teſtify, againſt the notorious 
| | Lifingenuity of their probationer, who, after a profeſſed 
| farisfaftion on ſundry .occaſions with, th e; declining 
ſteps of ſaid brethren, particularly, with, the declaimer 
againſt bigotry, hath overlooked more weighty matters, 
and embraced a probability of enjoying N. Tonk graſped 


: 


+ for privilege of ordination, though. it ſhould be ob- 


ſon, that muſt needs be underſtood as an p 


| _ tained at a greater expence, than that of diſappointing 
4 | © the, expeRtation of a few diſſatisfſed perſons, who de- 
ll pended upon his honeſty, S767 hey Bad; roke up, com- 
| taunion witk thoſe he continues ſtil to .profeſs his ſub- 
Ws | », .. . Sh Cai S 4. » * tune 1 4 n 2 : 
3 jection unto. R 
_F And further, the preſbytery teſtify againſt the ad- 
=P herents of foreſaid brethren, in ſtrengthening their hands 


ry rejec- 


in their courſe of Teparation from the prefby 
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ting both, their judicial and miniſterial authority, and 


the ordinances of the [goſpel diſpenſed by them. And 


more eſpecially, the preſbytery condemn the conduct of 

| ſuch of them, as, profcfledly diſſatisfied with the above 
ſaid left hand extremes, and other defeclions of foreſaid © 
brethren, have therefore broke off from their communion = 
yet, inſtead of returning to their duty in a way of plying 4 


themſelves to the courts of CHRIS r, and ordinances in 


tuted by him in his church, have turned back again to 
' their own right hand extremes of ertor, which once they 
profeſſedly gave up with when they offered their volunta- 
ry acceſſion to the preſbytery; but now perſiſt in, an obſti= + 
nate impugning the — of their miniſterial authority 
ervalue the pure ordinances of 


and poteſtative miſſion, un 
the goſpel diſpenſed by them, and live, as if there were 


no church of Chats F in the land, where they might _ 


receive the ſeals of the covenant, either to themſelves or 


their children; and therefore, in the righteous judgment 


of Gop, have been left to adopt ſuch a dangerous and 


erroneous ſyſtem of principles, as is a diſgrace to the - 


profeſſion of the covenanted cauſe ®. 


*/ Theſe: people. referred; to above, yety uojuſily deſign 


themſelves ſuch who adbere to the teſtimony. for. the kingly 
prerogatives of. Jeſus Chriſt. They did at firlt, before their agree® 
ment with the preſbytery, and ever ſinee their elopement, do ſtill 


profeſs to appear for what they call An Active Teſtimony, con- 
form to the rude draught of a paper commonly known by the 


name of the Putensſerry Paper or Covenant, (ſee Cloud of Wit- 


»eſer,, Appendix, page 270.) Aſter their activity had carri 


them the length of avouching the moſt inconſiſtent antipredeſti - 
narian Arminian ſcheme of univerfal redemption, and not only ' 
ection of their 


to a total ſeparation from the preſbytery, and re 
judicial authority, but even to an open denial of the poteſtative 
miſſion of the miniſters therein, and of all others; the moſt 


part of them were, in God's holy and righteous juſtice, left to 


receive, and ſubmit to the pretended authority and miniſtrations 


of William Dunnet a deceiver, deſtitute of all miſhon and au - i 


thority, whom they were afterwards obliged to abandon. Io 


1771, they publiſhed a pamphlet entitled, A fort Alſtract of 
their Principles and Defignt. In this they cunningly evade the 


acknowledgment of our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms,— 


decline to own the doctrine of the holy Trinity in IPs 


* 
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dern Socinan Dr Taylor of Norwich avient the perfor of Chriſt. 


According to which he is no more than A glorious Being, 
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g 8 ve truly created 'by God before the world.” 7 This pre-exiſtent 
? creature they call a /uperangelic Tpirit; the 'which'fpirit coming 
1 in time to be united to a human body, makes, according to 


- > them, the perſon of Chfiſt.—A perſan neither reuly"God, nor 
ö truly man. but 2 ſort of being different from both. "The ab- 
_ _ Tardity and blaſphlemy of this hypotheſis needs no elocidation, 
1 Thus they idolatroufly worſhip anorber God that the ſeripture 
=> reveals, and blaſphymouſly wry e and truſt in another ſavi- 
our than the goſpel offers unto finners. In the ſame pamphlet 
=. they declare, und publiſh their reſolution tu take ſome. of their 
[ number under formal trials, whom, upon bring approved, they IM. 
. might appbint and ſend forth to preach the goſpel and admini- 
=. ſtrate the ordinances of it. And all which, they have accord- 
| Ny ingly done, to the great diſhonour of God, reproach. of reli- 
Zion, and the profeſhon of it. toit us ldSc faint > th 
| And pow, from the. above principles and praRices the reader 
| may juſtly. conclude how unworthily theſe Chriſtians,: (if they 
may be called ſuch) profeſs to ſtand up for the royal prerogatives 
of CuRISs r. What an arrogant and preſumptuous invalioh upon, 
and-pſurpation of the powers and prerogatives of this glorious 
| Kine, for any mortal to aſſume,—** To appoint and call men” 
. D  — not to the work (which yet is all that the church of Chriſt 
| According to the will of God, and her privileges from Chriſt 
her head ever claimed) but to the very power and 'office of the 
holy miniſtry;— and to iagſtai them in it.. Beſides, that their 
doctrine as to Chriſt's perſon, which denies bis divine nature 
and ſonſtup, ſaps the very foundations of th, and all his other 
offices. © We would therefore yet beſeech them by the mercies 
of God, * to repent them of all this their wickefneſs, and to 
* pray Dod. if perhaps the thoughts of their heart may be for- ö 


* 


given them 
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A brief declaration or ſinmary of the principles ouintained = 


by the preſtyiery, at 10 dottrine, ' wor ſhip, diſcipline and 
government in agreeableneſ to the ward of - Gop, our 
' confeſſion of faith and cattchiſms, and whole covenanted 
 tefliutony” of the church of Scotland.—The contrary doc- 


| O'what has been more generally laid down in 
1 the preceeding pages, with reſpect to the principles 
and practiee of this church and nation, both in former 
and preſent times; the preſbytery proceed to ſubjoin a 
poſitive and explicite declaration of their principles anent 
the truths of our holy religion, whether by the genera- 
lity agreed unto, or by ſome controverted- Andꝰ 
I, The preſbytery did, and hereby do acknowledge 
and declare, that there is one infinite, eternal, felf-exiſtene 
and independent Being; and chat this only true and 


livin Gov, abſolutely all-ſufficient, having all being, 


perfection glory and bleſſedneſs, in and of himſelf, ſub- 
fiſts in three diſtin, divine perſons, the Father, Son. 
and my Spirit, (in one and the ſame undivided eſſence 
and go ys all equally the fame in — > 

and glory, alchough diſtioguiſhed by their perſonal pro- 
perties ; ccording to Det: vi. 4. 1 Cor. viii. 6. 1 Tim. i. 
17. Ar xvii. 24, 25. 1 John v. 7. Matth. XXvili. 19. Con- 


f*ſſian of faith, "chap. 2. Larger Catechifm, queſt." 7, 8, 9% 


10, 11. Shorter Catechiſm, queſt. 4, 5, 66... 
Again they confeſs and declare, that altho” the light 
of nature diſtovers unto us that there is a Go p, pet of 
itſelf it is abſolutely inſufficient to teach us the favitig / 
knowledge ef the inviſible Being and his will; and there- 
fore God ef his infinite condeſcenſion hath given us 4 
moſt perfect revelation of himſelf and of bis will, in the 
ſcriptures of truth, contained in the ſacred books of the 
Old and New Teſtaments; which ſcriptures the preſby- 
tery aſſert to be of divine authority, and not to be be- 
lieved and received becauſe of any other te 1 
that of Gb their author; who is truth itſelf-“ The 
which word of Gon is the alone perfect and complent 


rule, both of faith and practice; Lontaining a full and 


ample revelation of the whole counſel of Gd», both re- 


- 


ſpecting his own glory, and che ſalvation” of men 5b 


- which 


t * 1 
which all ſpirits are to be tried, and to which all doc- 
trines and controverſies in religion are to be brought, as 
to the ſupreme judge, in whole ſentence alone ve are to 
acquieſce; according to Rom. i. 19, 20. 1 Cor: ii. 13, 14. 
Heb. i. 1. 2 Tim. iii. 16. 2 Pet. i. 19, 21. 2 Timm. ili. 15. 
Gal. i. 8, 9. Eph. ii. 20. and our ſtandards, Confeſſ. chap. 
1. Larg. Cat. queſt. 2, 3, 4, 5. Short. Cat. queſt. 2, 3. 
Again they aſſert and maintain, that JEHOVAH, ac- 
cording to his own moſt wiſe counſel, and for his own 
glory, hath, by one immanent act of his will from eter- 
nity, purpoſed and decreed all events in time; and par- 
_ ticularly, that by his abſolute ſovereignity he hath un- 
changeably determined che final ſtate of all intelligent 
| beings, viſible and inviſible. That God of his mere good 
pleaſure, abſtracting from all other cauſes whatever, for 
the praiſe of his glorious grace to be manifeſted in time, 
hath from all eternity predeſtinated a certain definite 
number of mankind ſinners, in and through JIxsus 
CunisT, to eternal life, together with all the means 
leading thereunts : And alſo, by the ſame ſovereign will, 
hath paſſed by, and left others in their fins, fore-ordain- 
ing them to bear the juſt puniſhment of their own ini- 
quities; as is evident from Ram. ix. 11, 13, 15, 16, 18. 
Eph. i. 4, 6, 9, 11. Jude ver. 4. and according to Confeſ). 
chap. 3. Larg. Cat. queſt. 12, 13. Sh. Cat, queſt. 7+ 
In like manner they acknowledge and declare, that as 
Gov, from the infinity of his being and goodneſs, hath 
communicated a finite created exiſtence to all other be- 
ings, 2 them with natures wiſely ſuited and adap- 


ted io the different ends of their creation; ſo by the ſame 


all- powerful word whereby they were at firſt ereated, he 
_ . preſerves and upholds all his creatures in their beings, 
and by the inceſſant care, and invariable conduct of his 
divine providence, does conſtantly direct and over-rule 
them and all their actions unto his own glory: Accord- 
ing to divine revelation. Gen. i. —ç —— Col. i. 16. 
Kom. xi. 30. Pſal. cxlv. 17. and xxxiii. 9. and cxix. 91. 
. os ; hs > Confeſ}. chap. 4. 5. Larg. Cat. queſt. 14. Sh. 
guet, 8. 5 B 76 . 

Likewiſe they profeſs and declare, that Gop, as the 
lat and finiſhing part of his workmanſhip in this lower 
world, created man an intelligent being, endued with a 
living, reaſonable and immortal ſoul, - whoſe greateſt 
glory conſiſted in his having the gracious image of his 
Gos and Creator drawn upon his ſoul, chiefly Fg 
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in that knowledge, 'righteouſneſs and inherent holinefs 
 wherewith he was created. And further, that Gop, in 
his favour and condeſcention to man, was pleaſed to en- 
ter into a covenant with him, as the public head and re- 
preſentative of all his poſterity, wherein God promiſed 
unto him eternal life and bleſſedneſs with himſelf in 
glory, upon condition of perſonal, perfect and perpetual 
obedience; to the performance whereof, he furniſhed 
him with full power and ability, and threatened death 
upon the violation of his law and covenant, as-is evident 
from the ſacred text, Gen. i. 26, 27. Ecel. vii. 29. Gen. ii. 
17. Rom. x. 5. and according to our Confef. chap. 4. F. 2. 
chap. 7. F. 1, 2. chap. 19. F. 1. Larg. Cat. queſt. 20. Sh. 
Cu. qiieff. 10. 112. Rd, ed 
I bey again aſſert and maintain, that the firſt and com- 
mon parents of mankind, being ſeduced by the ſubtilty 
of Satan, tranſgreſſed the covenant of innocency, in eat- 
ing the forbidden fruit; whereby they loſt the original 
rectitude of their natures, were cut off from all graci- 
ous intercourſe with God, and became both legally and 
ſpiritually dead : And therefore they being the natural 
root of all mankind, and the covenant being made with 
Adam, not as a private, but a public perſon, all his de- 
ſcendants by ordinary generation, are born under the 
guilt of that firſt fin, deſtitute of original righteouſneſs, - 
and having their natures bigs” bes.. and corrupted ; 
ſo that they are by nature children of wrath, ſubjected 
to all the penal evils contained in the curſe of a broken 
law, both in this life, and in that which is to come, Gen. 
Iii. 6, 13. Eccl. vii. 29. Rom. v. from 12. to 20. Rom. iii. 
from 10. to 19. Eph. ii. 3. Conſeſſ. chap. 6. Larg. Cat. 
queſt. 21, 22. Sh. Cat. queſt. 13. to 0. 
In like manner they aſſert and declare, that all man- 
kind, by their original apoſtaſy from Go, are not only 
become altogether filthy and abominable in the eyes of 
God's holineſs ; but alſo, are hereby utterly indiſpoſed, 
diſabled and entirely oppoſite to all good, the under- 
ſtanding become darkneſs, and the will enmity, and re- 
bellion itſelf againſt Gop; ſo that man, by his fall, 
having loſt all ability of will to what is ſpiritually good, 
cannot in his natural ſtate, and by his own — con- 
vert himſelf, (being dead in treſpaſſes and ſins), nor can 
he in leſs or more contribute to his own ſalvation, or in 
the leaſt prepare himſelf thereunto; neither is there any 
natural, neceſſary or moral connexion betwixt the mo 
2 N ; ; 6 s * diligent n 
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diligent; and ſerious uſe of the means, and obtaining Cal 
ho thereby. Altho' the preſbytery maintain, 1 29 
a Go D of grace has promiſed the converting influences 
of his Spirit to be ſhowered down upon dead fouls, in 
the uſe, of means of his own appointment; they arc 
therefore to be n 2 with mag Pawn Care ; dili- 
gence, as appears from Rom. v. 6, Jen vi- 44, 65. Tit, 
ni. 3, 4, 5. Job xiv. 4- Confeſſ: chap. g. $.3- Larg. Cat, 
| . they aſſert and declare, that IHR, in the 
rſon of the Father, having purpoſed to ſave à certain 
number of the ruined family of Adam, did from all eter- 
nity enter into a covenant tranſaction with JIxs us CRISN 
his eternal and only begotren Son, whe contracted, as 
the ſecond Adam, in the name of all his ſpiritual feed. In 
which covenant, the Father promiſing to confer eternal 
life upon a ſelect number given unto. CHRIST, upon 
condition of his fulfilling all righteouſneſs for them; the 
Lon p JssUs CHR1sT did again ſtipulate and engage, as 
the condition of the covenant by him to be fulfilled, chat 
in the fulneſs of time, aſſuming the human nature into 
a perſonal union with the divine, he would therein, and 
in the elect's name fulfil, not only the preceptive part of 
the law, but alſo bear the whole puniſhment contained 
in the threatning thereof: The which coyenant, that it 
might be abſolutely tree to ſinners, and that-the ſalvation 
therein provided for them, might not be of debt, but of 
grace, was unto IE; Us CHR18T a covenant of redemp- 
tion, ee therein promiſed to him, but upon 
his paying a full price, adequate to the moſt extenſive 
demands of law and juſtice ; acecording to P/al. Ixxxix. 
2, 3, 28, 34, 35. Tit. i. 2. Iſa. lil, 10, 11. Matth. v. 17, 
2 chap. 7. 5 3. Larg. Cat. queſt. 30, 31. Sh. Cat. 
Jug. 20. | . l 
n like manner they profeſs, aſſert and declare, that 
che Loxd Itsus CarasT, che ſecond perſon in the glori- 
ous and adorable Trinity, being by the Father's appoint- 
ment conſtituted mediator and ſurety of the new.covenant, 
did, in the fulneſs of time, aſſume the human nature, 
conſiſting of a true hody and reaſonable foul, into a per- 
ſonal union with his divine; which two natures, in the 
one perſon of our IMMANUEL, God-man, remain di- 
ſtinct, without converſion, compoſition, or confuſion. 
And being cxery way completely qualified and furniſhed 
FCC ˙ offices of prophet, pct. ang 
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Father, 'who put all power and judgment into his hand, 
and gave him commandment'to exccute the ſame Prev. 
viti: 13. Heb: ii. 14. 1 Tm. ii.'s. John N. 27. an v. 27. 
Confeſſ. 'thap.'8. e Larg. Cat. fueft. 21, 22, 23. 
Sh. Cat. queſt. 21 


Again NS Anderen and declare, that the Load 


1785 Cixisr our REDEEMER, the only begotten Son 
of GoD,. by. eternal and fneffable generation, is moſt 
properly. a divine gots true and very God, one in 
Se equal 280 the fame in power, eternity, glory, 
and all divine perfettions with the 1 56 HER and Lx. 
GHosT: And that therefore i it is moſt blaſphemovs to 
aſert, chat the terms necefſaty exiſtence, and ſupreme 
diety; and the title of the only true 'GoD,' a not -belor 


to the S6n equally eg the Father, as tlie ſame in ſub- 


ſtance, being expreſly contrary to theſe texts of ſacred 
writ whic Soc the. oppoſite 9 E 20 4. 
Phil. ii: 6. Jobn x. 30. 1 John v. 20. and to dur ſtandar | 
Ge Thap. B. 5 2. Larg. Cat- queſt. 36, Sh. Cat. g 

ey likewiſe fuer acknowledge, aſſert and de —.— 
ad the Lonp Jesvs Cnkisr, the eternal Son of Gon. 
and Only Mediator between God and man, being deſign 4 


ed in him 


ed from everlaſting the REDEEMER of his peoples png and ; 
5 


having all fulneſs, power and authority 10 
for he? execution of 05 
fall of mankind, as the great and good the herd « or. 
racl, undertaken the care, government, protettion an 
inſtruMi6n of the church of Gop, in  agrecableneſs to 
the above ſaid truſt: The Which he did all along under 


5 the Old Teſtament, and ſtill continues faithfully. to.diſe 
charge in all the parts thereof; ſo that whatever revela- 


tion wy Hu made unto his church ſince the fall, was 

„sus CHRIST 4s the great prophet and preacher © 
righteouſneſs : Particularly, i it was he that firſt appe Ro 
unto lapſed. man, and as the great 1 revealer of the 1 
of peace, called upon him in the voice of mercy, ſa) 5 
4 Adam, where art thou ?” It was he that, b. plea ling 


ſelf i in the forethoughts of his future! incarnation, ny 


as 2 prelude thereto,  condeſcended at different times to 
care in a human form, and ſpeak, unto the fathers 


as the meſſenger of che covenant, were the 


en ae, delivered 5 the Iſraelitiſh church; and by 
Re 55 irit in the prophets, fucceſſively raiſed up to in- 
Krack kis church in the Knowledge of- the Grins Will, 


4 was 


mediatory truſt, hath, ever Maes. | 


| COS 55 
was fignified and foretold the grace that ſhould come; 
until the fulneſs of the time appointed in the council 
Heaven, when, it was promiſed he ſhould come, and 
his perſonal preſence fill his honſe with glory: Then did 
Gov in theſe laſt days ſpeak unto-men by his Son, whom 
he hath appointed heir of all things; who, not only by 
himſelf, but alſo, after his aſcenſion, by his evangeliſts 
and apoſtles filled with the Spirit, hath made known all 
things that he heard of his Father. And now, after the 
canon of ſcripture is compleated, and no new revelation 
to be expected to the end of time, continues by his word 
and Spirit to inſtruct ſinners in the knowledge of all 
things neceflary for their ſanctiſication and falvation 
according to At x. 38. and iii. 22. Luke iv. 18, 21. John 
i. 18. 1 Pet. i. 10, 11, 12. Heb. i. 1, 2. Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13. 
Confeſ. chap. 8. f. 1. Larg. Cat, queſt. 43. Sb. Cat. queſt. 24. 

In like manner they profeſs and declare, that the Loxb 

Juovs Cnr1sT being called of him that Taid unto him, 
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee,” unto 
the honourable office of Hicn-yrIEST over the houſe 
of Gon, and confirmed therein by all the ſolemnities of 
the oath of GoD; he did moſt willingly undertake this 

pork, ſaying, Lo, I come to do thy wilt, O Ged: And, 

that he might finiſh and fulfill the ſame, in agreeableneſs 
to his eternal engagements to the Father, to the Old 

Teſtament types and ſacrifices, promiſes and prophecies, 

wherein he was fore-ſigned and revealed to be the ſeed 

of the woman that ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head, did 

in the fulneſs of time humble himſelf to be made of a 

woman, made under the law, in the form of a bond- 
ſervant to JEHovan : In which character, he not onl 

Fulfilled the preceptive part of the law, but alſo with the 
moſt unparallelled meekneſs, patience and reſignation, 

ſubmitted to the moſt grievous and dreadful ſufferings, 

both in body and ſoul, even all that divine wrath, in- 
dignation and puniſhment, wrapt up in the terrible curſe 
of a broken covenant of works. By which obedience of 
| his unto the death, through the eternal Spirit offering 

- bimſelf without 5 unto Gop, a proper, real and ex- 
piatory facrifice for fin, he hath fully ſatisfied divine 
juſtice, made reconciliation for the-iniquities of his peo - 

le, and purchaſed an eternal inheritance for them in 
the kingdom of glory, The ſaving benefits of which re- 
demption, by. the Spirit's effectual application thereof, 
he docs, by his interceſſion, at the Father's right hand, 


0 


* 


. 
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as an ariſen; living; and now glorified Saviour, <dii- 
ſtantly and certainly communicate unto all 'thoſe whom 
the Father hath given him. Further, the preſbytery 
declare, that however they acknowledge the ſtanding- 
of the world, as a theatre, to diſplay the riches of divine 
grace, the preaching of the goſpel indeſititely to man- 
kind ſinners, and. all the common favours of life indif- 
ferently enjoyed by chem, do all reſult, as native, neceſ- 
ſary and determined conſequences; from the interpoſition 
of Cunts er in behalf of his ſpiritual ſeed, and have their 
ultimate foundation in the infinite ſufficienty, fulneſs 
and perfection of the blood and ſacrifice of CHRIST, 
Gop-MAN: Let they afficm, that as a certain elect and 
ſelect number were given unto CnRISTf to be redeemed 
from among men; ſo, for their ſakes alone, he engaged 
his heart to approach unto Gop. For their Takes he 
ſanctiſied himſelf; in their name, i. e. in their law=room 
and ſtead, and for their good, as the ſurety of che better 
covenant, he became obedient unto death, and endured 
the whole of that puniſhment. threatened by the la, and 
incurred by the tranſgreſſion of it. He ſubjected: him- 


| ſelf to that very curſe, bore that wrath, and died that 


death which they themſelves ſhould have undergone. 
And hereby, by his doing and dying, — ws | 
real, full and-expiatory ſatisfaion-to the juſtice of 'Goy 
for their ſins. Wherefore it is impoſſible,” hut that to 
all thoſe for vhom CHRIS hath purchaſed this compleat 
redemption, and for whoſe. fins he hath given this full 
ſatisfaction accepted of Gon, he will certainly and effee - 
tually apply and communicate the ſame in the ſaving 
benefits thereof; ſeeing that it is his will who hath 
merited it, that all thoſe who are: the Father's choice by 
election, and his purchaſe by redemption, ſhould be 
ever with. him where he is, that they may bebold his glory; 
and ſince, as he is thus willing, he is alfo able to ſave 
them to the uttermoſt:that come to Gop by him: So that 
all for whom CRRISs TH, died, all that are . redeemed by 
his blood, are, in conſequence. hereof, effectuully called, 
juſtified, ſanctiſied and glorified; according to Hal. xl. 
7, 8. Heb: x. 5. to 11. Phil. ii. 8. Gai. iv. 4, 5- Heb. ix. 
14, 28. Dan. ix 24. Pſal. Ixxv. 3. Aſa. xlix. 8. John vi. 


37, 39. chap. x. 15 16. Ephi i. 7. Nomi. viii. 34. and ver. 
| 29z 30. | John vii. throughout, Jahn xi. 52 p Cone ſi. chap: 
B. 5. 4, 5, 8. Larg. Cat. queſt 44. Sl Cat. 

They alſo acknowledge, Aſſert and de 
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are, chat the 
| Loxp 
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Los p Issus Carts T is, by the appointment of Gop 
4be Father, ſet as king upon his boly hilt of Zion; over 
which, as his ſpecial kingdom, he is inveſted with an ab- 
ſolute. per and ſupremiacy, as the ſole and only Head 
thereof; to appoint offices; officers, laws and ordinances. 
And that accordingly; by virtue of this ſolemn inveſti- 
ture, the ſame Lon D JESsus CurisT, has in all ages 
called out of the world; and maintained therein a church 
unto himſelf, which he viſibly governs by a compleat 
ſyſtem of laws, officers/ and cenſures inſtituted in his 
word, and has not left the affairs of his church, in which 
(as a Son over his on houſe, ) he peculiarly preſides, to 
de regulated and modelled by the carnal poliey and in- 
vention of men» Alſo that, as King in Ziam, he power- 
fully and irreſſtibly, in a day of efficacious grace, ſub- 
dues the perverſe hearts and wills of ſinaers unto his 
obedience, perſuading and enabling as many as were ap- 
pointed to obtain ſalvation thro? him, to believe in his 
name in order thereunto. All whom, he either pre- 
ſerves from, or ſupports under the various temptations, 
trials and afflictioris they are liable to in this mortal life; 
till at laſt, compleating a work of grace in their ſouls, 
be advances them to à ſtate of perfection and glory. 
ther, the preſbytery declare and maintain, that in 
ubſerviency to this his ſpecial mediatory kingdom, the 
LoxpIJEsUus CHRIS has a ſupreme and ſovereign power 
given unto him, in heaven and in earch, and over the 
infernal powers of darkneſs; angels, authorities and 
powers being put in ſubjection to him: That he has the 
management of all the wheels of providence put into his 
hand; whereby he reſtrains, diſappoints, and at laſt to- 
tally deſtroys all the enemies of his intereſt and glory; + 
and by which he orders and over - rules all the events that 
fall out in time, for the accompliſhment of the grea 
and glorious ends of his incarnation, and laſting good ot 
thoſe that love him. According to P/al. ii. 6. 1/a; ix. 6, 
7. Ila. xxxiii. 22. Matth. xxi. F. Iſa. ii, 5. Gen. xlix. 
10. Heb. iii. G. Pfal. ex. 1, 2. Matth. xxviii. 18. Fobn vii. 
2. I Pet. iii. 22. Phil. ii. 9, to, 11. Confeſſi chap. 8; f. 3. 
Larg. Cat. queſt. 45. Sh. Cat. queft. 26. 3 
They again declare and aſſert, that as the light. of na- 
ture is abſolutely inſufficient to give a juſt: diſcovery, 
either of the grievous malady of ſtn, or the bleſſed re- 
medy. provided for finners; ſo none, however diligent 
they may be to framce their lives according to the — 
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of nature's light, can poſſibly attain to ſalvation, while 
ey remain without any objective revelation. of Jesvs 


HRIST,, à the great propitiation and peaęe- maker, Who 


hath aboliſhed death, and brought life and immortality 
to light, by the goſpel. And her, that there is no 
other name, doctrine or religion, whereby any can be 
ſaved, but in the name, doctrine and religion of the 
Loxp Jxsus CarsT, of which he is the; great author 
and inftitutorz in the profeflion and faith whereof he 
leads his people thro' this world, into the poſſeſſion of 
endleſs felicity and glory in the world to come. 
They further declare, that as Gop the Father, out of 
his unbounded love, has, on the footing of the infinite 


ſufficiency of the death and ſacrifice of CARS, made a 


free and unhampered gift and grant of him, as an all- 
ſufficient 8a vioux, unto ſinners of mankind loſt, as 
ſuch, in the word: So the miniſters and ambaſſidors of 


Cnxis r, (according as they are expreſly authoriſed and 


commanded by him,) are to publiſh this goſpel, theſe 
glad tidings of great joy to all the world, wherever 
they may be called or caſt, in the providence of Gon, 
— * a full, free and unhampered offer of CuRIST, 
and his whole ſalvation to ſinners, without diſtinction, 
aſſuring them of God's, mercy and grace, through 
Cnkler, in whom he. proclaims himſelf well-pleaſed ; 
of CHz1ST's omnipotent power and ability to ſave to the 
uttermoſt all that come unto Gon by him; and that 


there are no impediments, bars, or hinderances, ab e. 
tra, betwixt Is us CHRIST, as held forth in the offer of 


the goſpel and ſinners loſt, why they, even every one 
of them, may not receive and appropriate him, as the 
Loxp their righteouſneſs. And the aboveſaid frank 
and unhampered gift of CHRIS H, and him crucified, by 
Go the Father, as a full and all- ſufficient Saviour unto 
loſt and ruined ſinners, the preſbytery view, as the 
and prime foundation, both of the miniſterial offer, and 
of faith in the Loa p Jæsus, for life and ſalvation; as is 
clear, from Rom. x. 14. 1 Cor. i. 21. to 25. Iſa. lv. 1. 
Mark xvi. 18. Foin iii. 16 Conſeſſ. chap. 7. f 3. Larg. Cas. 
guef. 67. Sh. Cat. queſt. 31. G e. | 

Again, they profeſs and declare, chat the active and 
paſſive obedience, or the compleat mediatory righteouſ- 
neſs of the Lozp Jesvs.CnuguisT,. is the only meritorious 
cauſe of a finner's juſtification, pardon of fin, and ac- 
ceptance of his perſan and ſervices with a holy 2 
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And chat true and faving faith, which is alſo the gift of 
_ +» Gon), is the alone inſtrumental cauſe of the'finner's juſ- 
tification in his ſight; or that evangelical condition, or 

ioternal mean, in and by which, the ſoul is intereſted in 
Cunisry and the whole of his rightebuſneſs and ſalva- 
tion: The which righteouſneſs received and reſted on 
by faith, is the only foundation of a finners title to eter- 
nal life and glory; as appears cvident from Roms. iii. 22. 
to 29. Rom. v. 17. to 20. Jer. xxiil. 6. Gall ii. 16, Aﬀs x. 
233. Col. 1. 27. Ads viii. 37. Rom. x. 9. Mark v. 36. Eph. 
= 8. Confeſ}. chap. 11. and. Larg. Cat. queſt. 70, 73. Sb. 


They likewiſe profeſs and maintain, that believers b 
. the righteouſneſs of CHRISH being juſtified from all 
things, from which they could not be juſtified by the law 
of Moſes, are by Jesus CHRIS perfectly delivered from 
the law, as a covenant of works, both as commanding 
and condemning; fo as that thereby they are neithei 
juſtified nor condemned, it being dead to them, and 
they to it, by the body of ChRIS r, to whom they are 
married. However, notwithſtanding of this freedom, 
they are ſtill ſervants unto Gop 3* ſtill under che moral 
law, as a rule of life in the hand of their glorious Me- 
diator, and new covenant head, directing them how 
they are to walk, ſo as to pleaſe Gop; the obligation 
whereof, as ſuch, remains perpetual and indiſſoluble; 
and that this privilege is peculiar to believers only, all 
dthers being ſtill under the old covenane obligation, both 
as to the debt of obedience and puniſhment ; according 
to Rom. vi. 14. and vii. 4, 6. Gal. iv. 4, 5. and i. 16. 
Rom. viii. 1. Gal. iii. 10. Confefſ; chap. 19. f 5, 6. Larg. 
Cat. queſt. 97. Sh. Cat. queſt. 43. 44. 
Again, 'they aſſert and declare, that as no works are 
truly and ſpiritually good, but thoſe that are performed 
by a perſon united to the Loup Jesvs Caritgst by faith, 
and under the influence of his Holy Spirit; and conſe- 
quently, that none of the actions of the unregenerate, 
however in themſelves materially agreeable unto the let- 
ter of the law, are either pleaſing or acceptable to Gop; 
nor can oP diſpoſe or prepare their ſouls for receiving 
his grace, tho? their omiſſion and neglect of theſe is ſtill 


more diſpleaſing unto Gop, and deſtructive unto theni- 
ſelves : Bo likewiſe they declare, that even the beſt 
works: of Obedience performed by the regenerate, can 
neither merit the pardon of any one fin, nur er 
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Enkisr, who is the 
and expreſs image of his perſon, are the prime and chief 
motives, both of love, fear and obedience unto Gop; 
all who really love Gop, loving him prinripally for Him- 
ſelf. As alſo, that all acceptable ſervice to Go, per- 
formed by believers, is principally influenced by the au- 
thority of a Gop of grace ſtamped upon his word, ſprings. 
from faith in Jesvs CurisT, as an animating and active 
principle in their ſouls, and is ultimately directed to the 
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ibem the ſmalleſt meaſure of Gov's 58 favour; be- 
cauſe of the manifold fins ànd impe 

attendect with, and becauſe of tlle infinite diſtance between 
8605 and them, with reſpeQ to whom, when they habe 
done all that they can, they are but unprofitable ſervants: 
Neither is their ability to do them at all of themſelves, 
but wholly from the Spirit dwelling in them, And fur- 
- ther, that the ſpring and principal motive of true love to 
- GoD, and acceptable obedience to him, is not ſelf-intereſt 
or love to our own felicity, nor yet a flaviſh fear of pu- 


ons they are ſtill 


fe 


niſhiment; but the glorious perfections, and tranſtendent 


excellencies of the ray £1 manifeſted in the face of Jrsus 
rightneſs of the Father's glory, 


grory of *'God in CuRIsT, as the great end thereof. 
ence therefore, altho* Gop has graciouſly” connected 
his own glory and his people's felicity inſeparably toge- 


ther, that yet no actions, however good in themſelves, or 
beneficial to others, which ariſe only from à principle of 


ſelf.· intereſt, love to one's own bliſs, or fear of hell, are 
evidential of ſaving grace in the ſoul, or any more, than 
what one in a ſtatè of nature may perform; according 


to Gen. iv. 5. Heb. xi. A, 6. Matth. vi. 2, 5, 16, Hag. ji. 


14. Ames v. 21; 22. Tit. i. 15. and iii. 5. Rom. iti. 20. 


and iv. 4, 4, 6. Job Xxil. 2, 3. Eph. i. 6. 1 Pas. ii. f. Exed. 
xxviii: 384 Confeſſ: chap, 16. throughout. Larg. Cat. queſt. 


73; vor." $6; Cat. queſt" 4. 8 
In maybe mv they declare and affert; that although 


there may be much darkneſs, and manifold doubts and 
fears, ſeated in the ſame ſoul where true and ſaving 


faith is: And although true believers. may wait long 
before they know themſelves to be belieyers, and be a 

ſured that they are really in a ſtate of grace; and even, 
after they Have arrived at a ſubjective aſſurance of their 
ſilvation,” may have it much ſhaken, clouded and inter- 
mitted; that yet there ig no doubting, u darkneſs, in 
the faving acts of 'a true and lively faith: But in all the | 
acts of faving faith, chere is an objective 
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lei, hep id believe in, a 


and all the bitter 


rer bas conſcience or ee 


TT. 
afar an 2 fidence 3 zin Je$vs 
n route of Ns in which h 7 
h 75 ab, Lib ing tu en 10, Mark ix. 24, 1 Jubn 

57 Pjal. bs wh 7 © 605 fal. Ixxxviite: throughout. 

ii.. 20. Mark xi. 24. Confeſ chap. 18. en | 
Leg Cat. e e 91 1. Cat. queſh., 86 

| rther aflert nd. declare, that wholgever, of 


any of — children of in all. ages, have; attained 
Ne SE 2 5 — * 


ce loſt ; but KR Le is the 1 of God's 
. decrees, and his unchangeable love; ſuch the effi of 
their Redeemer's merit, and conſtant abiding of the Dixit 


of holineſs in them; and ſuch the nature of the new 


covenant, chat, notwithſtanding of various tomptalions 
and afflictions, the n of remaining corruption in 
them, they muſt and every one of them, . 

and infallibly perſevere, in a ſtate. of grace unto the 
and he at ll el with an everlaſting ſalvation; as ap- 
7.5. Heb. xi. 13. Jobn i iv. 42. Phil. i. 6, . 
29. 1 Pet. li. 9. 2 xxxiv 4+. Confeſſ. chap. 8. $1: 

4. f . and chap. 17. throughout. 

eke further aſſert and declare, that the noble faculty 
of conſcience, Gop's deputy in the ſoul of man, over 


Which he alone is abſolute Lord and Sovereign, is not 


ſubjected unto the authority of man; neither. are any 
human commands further binding upon the conſciences 
of men, than they are agreeable unto, and founded up- 
i the revealed will of Gon On in matters of. faith 
r practice. And altho' that the Loxp J=sus CurasT 
dach purchaſed a 2 liberty unto believers from fin, 
ruits thereof, and of acceſs to a throne 

of grace with . boldneſs. ;. and hath, procured unto his 
church Frere: Ton —— roke of the l law, 
with a ndant communication of go opel. inſluen- 
* Yrs ot aſmuch as conſci e is the rule ruled, not 
zul A Sg none can, Wi manifeſt ſin, upon 
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forbidden lult in their ſouls, nor are left at a 
reject any of the divine ordinances inflituted/in the word, 
to change or corrupt their ſcriptural inftitation, by $0 
2 inventions there with, or in che leaſt Jevis | 
the purity thereof. And thi therefore, all 
who vent o maintain' tenets or opinions, contrary to the 
cſtabliſhed principles of Chriſtianity, whether in the mat- 
ter of dodtvine, divine worſhip, or pructiee in life, whic 
are contrary to, and inconfiſtent with the analo 
faith; and power of rrne'polinefs,” or deſtructive to dat 
pure peace and good order: eſtabliſhed) by Cini3r in diy 
church, are accountable” unto the church; and 
convition, ought t0 be proceeded againſt, by inffi 
ecclefiaſtic cenſures or civil pains, in à Way = 
unto the divine determination in oy "the wore concern 
ſuch offences. 
And further, they ebe that 1 15 moſe wicked; 2 | 
what manifeſtly trikes' againſt the ſovereign authority of, 
Gon, fo: any power on earth to pretend to Toe ges ? 
and, by kunden of civil law, to give licence to men 
publiſh and propagate with impunity whatever errors, 7 
herefles, and dammable doctrines, Saran, and their own 
corrupt and blinded underſtandings, may prompt them 
to believe and embrace; toleration being deſtructiee of | 
all true religion, and of that liberty wherewith Cn“ 
has made his people free; and ' the great end thereof, 
which i, © Thar being delivered out of the hands of pur 
« enemies, we may ſerve the Lox Þ=—in holineſs" and 
« pighreouſheſs, all the days of our lives,” 101 
* fames” iv. 11. No XIV. 4. Ache iv. 19. . 2 29. 
ee Math. "iti. 9 "2 Joby i 10. rr. J i. 24. | 


4 * 1 
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10 vill. 26. 22 Xvid. 11. 2 v. If. 17 v. mY 115 
13. Fit i. 10, 1, 13. and ili. 20. Matth. xiii. 15,1 25 
Deut xiii. O. to 44% Let. vii. 23, 25, 26. Zech. Kit. 
Rev. Lal $5 15, 20. Pf chaps 29, Tang. Cat. Gu 
=_ 103 wy ron 

in, they declar and zart, that all true benepesg 
4 ers of che church inviſible, Are by the indiſſolu 
bond of ihe Spirit, and true faith l Git 1877, their Head, 5 
ſavingly united untoſ and have communion with Hi m 
grace and in glory, in this lite and the life to come. In 
all their affliftions he is. afflicted,” and (bares with them 
in their fufferitigs and trials, is with thei in and rhropgh 
dont; eahoth chen at my nee an ce evemies;re- x 

Criving 


N 3 8 4 
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ceiving them into glory and bleſſedneſs with himſelf, that 
they. may behold and ſhare in his glory with him thro' 
eternity; And chat all of them being — and joined 
together in holy love and affection, do participate mu- 
tually of each other's gifts and graces : and are indiſpen⸗- 
ſibly bound to exarelſe themſelves in he practice of all 


ite of grace, in their own, and one another s ſouls. And 
5 they declare, that the viſible church, and mem- 
thereof, are externally in covenant with Carrsr 

eir Head, have one and the ſame Lon p, profeſs the 
ame faith in doctrine and worſhip, receive the ſame 
. Gop's covenant, baptiſm; and the Lorp's ſup- 
r:. And are thereby bound to hold faſt the Head, to be 
boy ject to his authority, keep the faith they have re- 
Lived, and maintain an holy communion and fellowſhip 
in theworſhip of God; cloſely abiding by the ſtandard — 
Capt ST; their captain and leader, and lifting up the 
danner of divine truth, in oppoſition unto, and holy 
tempt of all their enemies of every kind. And fur- 

cher, they affirm, that as the viſible church in- general, 
8 und to be faithful to CHRIST, as their Head and 
a and to preſerve. inviolate, the whole of that ſaered 
depof tum of truth-wherewith ſhe is intruſted by him, not 
An with, nor wilfully apoſtatiſing from the ſame, 
| feſſion or practice: 1 no — ſubject of chis 
tens kingdom of CHRIST, can recede from any part 
df divine truth, ; which they have received, and whereof 
they have made profeſſion, without leſe- majeſty unto the 
Son of Gop, and violation of their obligations they have 
come under, at receiving the ſeals of the covenant, with 
whatever other law ful vows they have made unto che 
Moſt High; according to 1 Joh i. 2, 3. Eph. iii. 16, 1, 
3% 19, John i. 16. Heb. x. 24, 25+ Als ii. 42, 46. Epb. 

x iv. 4, 3, 6. Phil. iii. 18. Rev. ii. 28. and iii. 3. Confeſ. 


wo chaj 2. 6. Larg. Cat. queft. 63. Short. Cat. queſt. o 


ey likewiſe affirm and declare, that the Loxp Jzzus 
. Car1sT,: our exalted IMMANUEL, the ſole and fupreme 
Head, Law-giver and- King of his church, which is his 
ſpiritual and abſolutely — and independent kingdom, 
hath, therein warranted, inſtituted apd appointed certain 
- Fan gt (who derive their miſſon and authority 
from him alone,) to regulate, adminiſter, judge and de- 
termine in all the affairs of his houſe, to whom alone 
the keys of . heaven are by — — 
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Particulariy, they are truſted with the key of doctrige 


* 


to Aiſco ver the mind of Gon, and preach CyrIsT tm = 


eiſied unto ſinners ; the key of government for preſerving 

that beauty of order, purity and power in the houſe ot 
Gop, he hath enjoined. ſhould take place tRerein; the 
key of diſcipline; to inflict eceleſiaſtic cenſures upon ſuch 
as turn aſide after their crooked ways, or continue obſti- 
nate in their offences: The key of ordination and mediate 
miſſion, in ordinary; circumſtances of the church, ſo- 
lemaly to ſet apart and ſend forth church officers unto 


I that ſacred function and official truſt; in the houſe of 


Bop, on the regular trial of the: ſuitableneſs of their 
gifts and qualifications for that ſpiritual ſervice and mini- 
ration z according to 1 Cor. xi, A8. £ph- iv. 11. Matth. 
bi. 10. Fobhn xx. 23. Matth. xviii. 18. A xv. through- 
» out, and xvi. 4. Matth. xxviii. 19, 28. Mart vi. 18, Alt 
vi. G. t Tim. iv. 14. and fili. 10. Che. cha. 30. 3. 
0 and/31+.$,3: Form of church government, books of diſ- 
pline, and: the [ſeveral laudable acts and conſtitutions of 
uthis church particularly, A4 of, Am. at Edinburgh, 
Auguiſt ath, 1649, Sefſe 4. entitled; Directory for electing 
L no 2155770 od 4Hro hos Tagtos 283 
hey likewiſe aſſert and maintain, 'that-the,Lorp 
sus Cnkis r, che church's glorious Head, hath» ap- 
pointedia certain form of government therein, diſtinct 


8 
71188 
a 


From eivil government; and not at all ſuborvinate to | 


civil rulers. And that the only eccleſiaſtic government 


warranted by CHRIST in his word, and to continue in 


his church unalterable, is preſbyterial church govern- 
a ment, excluſive: of all ſuperior dignity above a teaching 
"Mme and conſiſting: in her judicative capacity of 


FEirk-· ſeſſions, in ſubordination to preſbyteries; of preſ- 


-byteries, in ſubordination to provincial ſynods; and of 
provincial ſynods, in ſubordination to national; and na- 
tional, to œcumenical aſſemblies, or general councils. 

And further, they aſſert, that the office-bearers at he 
Lonp's houſeg ate, according to the command, and in 
the name and authority of the Lord Jesus CHRIST, 
the only Law-giber and King of his church, and by vir- 


tue uf the church's intrinſic power derived from CurisT, 


t aſſemble, conſtitute and adjourn theſe ſeveral courts 
of his houſe, nominate the fixed or occaſional times of 
their ſubſequent meetings, as the ehureh's condition or 
enxigencies require; althoꝰ they grant, that the Chriſtian 
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"att onde Hand of miniſters, and other Sep 
for conſultation and advice in religious matters: But i in 
Fhich; they hade no power to judge or determüne in 

matters of faith; but only diſcretively to examine, whe. 
ther the ſynod s determinatioiis and;;decifions he conſo- 
"1 nant and agrecable to ſcripture, and-accordingly to ac- 
therein. % ix. 6, J. Eret. ali. 101 Add, xv. 

4% 4% 6. 1 Ts; VI 17. Heb: iii. 17. 2 Uh ix. 849, 10. 
rt. II vii. 11. "Confeſf. chap, 30. . and 9 1, 2. 

And eonfurm to act of aſſembly, ame IG 25 3. 
ꝛd book of altere, eee for church go- 

erden. 

They — Afteri and maintain, That the voffce- 

"as in cke church of CAS T, accordifig 26 their 
different places and ſtations therein, muſt give evidence 
of their being poſſeſſed in ſome ſuitable meaſute of 
* the qualifications which Gon in his werd requirts to 

3 be in any that art to be placed in ſuch. — offices, 
5 larly: that of devotedneſs to the cnuſe and honour 

Zr CHxn1sT- And they further afſerty that miniſters of 
- the oy }, and other church officers muſt enter into the 

1 of their office, at the door of Canis ft'sapfibint- 
eue dy the call and ehwice of the Chriſtian people, 

ho are capable with nt to their conſent, 

— ena nr 
[10hap;/ xiv. 23. Jobn M , 5. and agreeable to the laudable 

acts and ordinances of this church and Nate, in favours 
Br ormation principles, books of  difciplitie, &c 

In Hke manner they affert and maintain, That Gov 

ALMIGHTY, the Sovereign Lok D of all things, and 
_ ſpecial protector and preferyer of | his profeſſed ſubjects 
in this lower wortd, hath; for his own glory andthe 
public good, authoriſed and inftnuted in his word- the 

_ office and ordinance of civil government and governours, 
"for the preſervation'of external peate and contord, ad- 

mniſtration of juſtice, defence and encouragement” of 
mch as are, * do good, and punithment of evil doers, 

who tranſgrefs r 1able of che law: For all which 
-  &hUb, — unto chat of his 'own glory, Gon, the 
one fupreme fountain of all power, hath iinſtitutad and 
appointed this ordinance; And further they maintain, 
That a due meafure of thoſe qualiũcations which Gop 
the great lawgiver requires in his word, together with 
"what other ſtipulations; according to the ſame unerring 
rule, a 9 TO = are bleſſed with the light of 


_ 


* 1 
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e 5 
divine revelation, have made che fundamental conditions 
of ciyil government among them, are eſſegtiallx nęceſ- 

ſary to ie conſtimfion and ioveſtiture of lawful abtho- 
rizy oer ſuch a people: No other, but fuch a conſfitu- 

lion and in veſtiture, can either be appioven of by Gop, 
or anſwer the ends, ultimate or ſubordinate, of this or- 
disance, ung the honour of the great inſtitutor, as ap- 


pears from” Prob. viii. 15, 16. Hal. cxlvii. 19, 20, and 


cxlix, 6, 7, 8, 9. 1/a. xlix; 23, Ram xiii. 1, 2, 3, 4+. Deul. 


ils 14. 15+;-2 Sam; Nil. 2, 3, 4. Krad. Aviii. 21. Confeſſ. 


chap. 23. 6 l. Seaſanahle warning by the general aſſembſy, 


Juiy 29th 1040, 4% 15- Sell 2- Parh 3 1649 
They further aſſext and maintain, That the conſtitutin 

of the relation hetixt xulers and ruled, is voluntary ang 

mutual; and chat the layful conſtitution of civil magi- 


fates, is, by the mutual election of the people, (in whim. 


3s the radical right, or Far medte voice of Gop, of 


8 and appointing ſu | 
of government gver them), and conſent 


. 


' thole that 


certain ſtipulations according to ſcripture and right rea- 


ſon, obliging cach other unto the duty of their different 


ſtxciansand relations, And further they affixm, That when 


_ magiſtrates are ſo conſtituted, Chriſtians are bound by the 


law of Gop to pray for the divine bleſſing upon their 
perſons aud government, - reverence and highly eſteem 


ir lav ful commands, defend and ſupport them in the 
due exerciſe; of their power; which power magiſtrates. 
ace-oſpecially 0 exert. for the yward defence of the 


raining, or otherwiſe puniſhing, as the caſe may re- 


quire, all open blaſphemers, idolaters, falſe-worſhippers,. 
' heretics, with all avowed contemners. of the worſhip and 


diſcipline of the houſe of Gop ; and by bis civil ſanction 


40 corroborate all the laws and ordinances of CHRIST's 


houſe, providing and epjoining, that, every thing in the 
houſe of the Gop of heayen, be done pefordling, to the 


law. of the Gop of heaven; Deut xvii. 14. 2 Ning xi. 
* 17. 1 Sam. XI. 15. 1 Tim. 11. I, 24,4 Het. ii. 17. Rom. XU}. a 
2: to f. 2 Kings Rviil. 4. and xxſii. . 40 26. 2 Chron. Xxix. | 


and &xA· chapters thronghqut; Ezra: vil. 23. Confeſſ. chap. 


23. J 3. coronation oath of Sco land ſworn and ſubſcribed 
by Charles II. at Scene, January Iſt, 3651, and oath g 
eee 6 05 85 A nn But, 
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uch as are 0 Ivar the ſceptre 
are eleſted and choſen for the exerciſe of that office, with 


m. yield a conſcientious ſubjection and obedience to 


church of Gop, againſt all her external enemies, re- | 


— 
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Au rogues « He bf uind Ae te paths, 
or conſultation and ad vier in religious maiters: But in 
hich; they have no power to judge: ot. derermiine, in 


_ "garters of faith; but only diſcpetively to enamiae, whe- 


cher the ſynod's determinatious and deciſſons he confo- 


= nant atid agreeable to ſeripture, and accordingly to ac- 


herrin. J in. 6, 7. Zet. aii. 101 1% Acts xv. 
44 % 6 1 Tos, V 17. Heb: xiii. 17. 2 ron xix. 8,9, 10. 


eri. Hts vil. 11. Confeff. cbup. 30. 5. and g14 61, 2. 


And eonfurm 10 act of aſſembly, an N J, 3. 
2d book breitere, r d church - 
Lern tent. 
They likeways Anker and maintain; That the office- 
88 in the church of CHRIST according. 26 their 
different places and ſtations therein, muſt give evidence 
of their being poſſeſſed in ſome ſuitable meaſute of 
* the qualifications" which Gon in his word requirbs to 


be in any that are to be placed in ſuch — offices, 


- particularly that of devotedneſs to the cauſe and Hhotwur 


| 3 Aid they further alert; that miniſters of 


the goſpel, and other church officers muſt enter into the 


=” tere of their, office, at the door of Cans 's appbint- 


wett, dy the call and ehvice. of the Chriſtian people, 
- Who-are capable with judgment to! give their confent, 
I Tim in. from ver. 2. to 12. Tit. i. 5, U 7. Acts vi 2-10 6. 
dap. xiv. 23. John A 2, f. and agreeable to the laudable 
acts and ordinances of is 8 and ſtate, in favours 
: e ormation principles, | books of diſcipline, r 
I Hike manner they affert and maintain, Thar Gov 
ALmIenTyY; the Sovereign Lox p of all things, and 
ſpecial protector and preſerver of his profeſſed ſubjects 
in this lower wortd, hath; for his own glory and the 
public good, authoriſed and inſtuuted in his word the 
office and ordinance of civit:goverament:and governours, 
"for the preſervarion'of external peace and contord, ad- 
- winiſtracion of pony defence and encouragement” of 
ch az are, and do ood, and puniſment of evil ders, 
who tranſgreſs eicher table of the law: For all which 


ends fubordinate unto chat of his own glory, Gon, the 


lobe ſupreme fountain of all power, hath iirſtituted and 
appointed this ordinance; And further they maintain, 


Phat à due meafare of thoſe qualifications which Gov 


rhe great lawgiver requires in his word, together with 


_ 'whiat other ſtipulations, according to the ſane unerring 
510 rule, 4 Chriſtian FOR are bleſſed with the n of 
vine 
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divine revelation, have made the fundamental conditions 4 
of cixil government among them, are eſſentiallx necaels 


.  ſary:to-the.cquftiruzion and inveſtiture of lawful antho- 

5 ri over ſuch a people : No other, but ſuch a confticu- 

_ || tion aud inveſtiture, can either be 2pproven of by Gop, 

1 or anſwer the ends, ultimate or ſubordinate, of this or- 

„ @%ipance, pate the honour of the great inſtitutor, 25 ap- 

„ dee from Prov. viik 145, 16. Hal. cxlvii. 19, 20, and | 

4 cxlix, 6, 75 8, 9. Lia xlix; 23, Ram, Xiij 1, 2, 3, 4. Deut. 

4 wil. 44. 15+: 12 Sam: 323) 2, 3, 4. Exad. Avi. 21. Confeſſ. 

„23. Sealonable warning bythe general aſſembſy, 

3  Juy 29th 1649, 48. 15- Se; 2- Parh 3. 1649: 
They further aflept and maintain, TRA the conſtituting 

1 of the relation hetyixt xulers and ruled, is voluntary an 

mutual; and chat the lav ful conſtitution of civil magi- 


5 Brates, is, by the mutual election of the people, (in whim 
pf | is the radical right, or intermediate voice of Gop, of 
chooſing and appointing ſuch as are to Iva the ſceptre 


1 of government gver them], and conſent of thole that 
5 are elected and choſen for the exerciſe of that office, with 


or certain Ripulations according 10 ſcripture and right rea- 
4 ſon, -obliging each other unto the duty of their different 
- | fincionsandedlations, Ang further they affirm, That when 
e, magilrates ere ſo ennſtituted, Chriſtians are bound by the 


law of Gop to pray for the divine Neiing upon their 


> perſaus and gosernment, reverence and highly eſteem 
2 u yield = confeientigns ſybjeftion 3nd obedience 16 
"A ir lawful commands, defend and ſupport them in the 
1 due exerciſe; of their pgwer; which power magiſtrates 


are eſpecially to exert. for ihe qu ard defence of the 
church of God, againſt. all her external enemies. re- 
ſtraining, or otherwiſe puniſhing, as the, caſe may re- 
quire, all open blaſphemers, idolaters, falſe · worſhippers, 
heretics, with all avowed contemners of the worthip and 
diſcipline of the houſe of Go; and by his civil ſanction 
* 40 corroborate all che lays and ordinances of CHRIST's 
of houſe, providing and enjoining, that, every thing in the | 
houſe of the Gop of heayen, be e —_ --. 

oh law of the Gon of heaven; Deut xvii. 14. 2 Ning! Xl. 

he | 2 1 Sem, xi. Lge 1 Tim, ii. 1, 2.1 Pet. ii. 17. Rom. Xn. - 
ad 2: to f. 2 Kings 3piil. 4. and xxiii. 1+ 4% 26, 2 Chron. xxix. | 
and &xx· chapters thronghgut; Ezra: vii. 23. Corfeſſ. chap. 
* 23. J 3. coronation oath of Sco land {worn and ſubſcribed 
* by Charles II. at Scene, · January zſt, 3651, and .oath of 
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But, with reſpect to theſe two great ordinatices of d. 
vine inſtitution, the magiſtracy aud miniſtry, wick che 
qualifications of the etal, and duty of the people; as 
before aſſerted, the preſbytery reject, likeas they did, 
and hereby do reject and condemn the following contra- 

4 ry errors, tenets and opinions, whether of older or later 
þ date, vented either by open enemies, or profeſſed friends 
| td the reformation cayſe. + Ade. 
, They reject and condemn that looſe latitudinarian 

renent and. opinion of opening the door of communion 

with the church, in her judicative capacity, or ſealing. 
ordinances, unto the groſly ignorant, Jooſe,' careleſs, pro- 

fane and ſcandalous: And to the antichriſtian Deiſt, 
blaſphemous heretic, or any who maintain doctrines, 

principles and opinions contrary to, and everſive of the 

cardinal and fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity, or 

ſuch principles and practices, as õppoſe, obſcure or 

darken the church's beauty and purity, and ſpoil her of 

her power, and rtiedterly that of the chürch of Scot - 

land, in her àttainments in reformation ; this being evi- 

dently deſtructive and ruinous to truth and holineſs, the 

only foundation and baſis of external union and concord 

in the church, and'confequently of alt durable, harmo- 

nious and comfortable communion amongſt the miniſters 

and members ef * CHk1sT's' myſtical body: See £p6; v, 

31, Ja. viii. 20. Amos iii. 3. Cor: vi. 10 Heb. xii. 14. 

Rev. Xxii. 14, 15, 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. and conform to the 

acts and practice of this church, in her beſt and pureſt 

times, in excluding from her communion, and refufing 
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| to unite with any chargeable as above: - STOP! 
| Again, they hereby reject that falſe and ungodly prin- 
| ciple and opinion,:*That 4 Gop of infinite wiſdom "hath 
If | left. his profeſſing people deſtitute of any declaration of 
3 bis will, (which they are abſolutely bound to regard) con- 
cerning both the inſtitution, adminiſtration and qualifica- 
dos of ſuch perſons as ſhould adminiſtrate theſe two di- 
ſtinct ordinances,” government civil and ecclefiaſtic z/ or, 
that theſe two different ſpecies "of government have not 
their foundation and inſtitution, as the ordinances of Gop, 
in his revealed will; but that either (with the corrupt re- 
1 volution church), He hath left the government of his 
Sup - houſe a matter of indifference, and the pattern thereof 
. 1 to be moulded by the diſcretion of the wiſe men of this 
world, and according to the corrupt will and fluctuating 
+ mclinations of the people ; or, with their public reſolu- 
. | 8 | LOR, 
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ton: bretiiren a the Seceders;, exchanging the clear; Jerin=, © 0 
tural and covcnanted baſis of eixil goverament,-wih.the.. | 
obſc ure foundation of the law and, light o mature, or 


— 


the more diffolute baſis of mere election, ar! ac Rn 
5 ledginent of whomſoever the p/4n%e(;regnt, tho, ue ver 088 
, ſo wickediandlicentious, 'choole and ſer up as magiſtrates. . "3 
1 The which notion containz an injurious and impious im- > 
peachment:of-divine revelation; as a rule impertcft,; and. 

| inſufficient to guide Chriſtians, into che knowledge of the 
F will of Gay, and their duty, as the peculiar LY profele .. 
b ſed ſubjects of the King of kings, and ſupreme lawgiver, 
p 


2 


coneerniog all his ordinances g and is contrary to Z Tm. 
p iii. 16. Rom. 1.14. Ezek. xliii. 11. and xliv- 5. Leu. XV. | 
| 2, 3s 24 5. Meth, xxviii. 20. Conf. cap. 23.3. 

They in like manner reject and condemn the eccleſiaſ- 

tic headſhip of the church, ,blaſphemoully, arrogated by 

that man of fin, and ſon of perdition, the Pope of Raum: 


with all chat ſuperiority of dignity and office in the houſe 


8 
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> 

© 

r 

p 

1 

's of Gor, claimed by antichriſtian Prelates, together with: 
* che whole of their hierarchical order, and che cizil places 
e and power of church men, by both uſurped; which is a 
d moſt wicked attempt to overturn God: the Father's deed, 
* conſtituting his Son CHRISTT, ſole lichten Head of 
Ss 


his church, an.exauRorating of Jes us CHx1sc-from his ' IM 
v. throne, and headſhip in his church, an elevation af his 
4. miniſters, contrary to his will, and the nature, and ends b 
e of their office; and an antiſeriptural and confuſed blend- 
{t ing together of different and diſtinct ordinances.  P/al.' 
8 ii. 6. Jia. 3x. 6. and xxii. 24. Cal. i. 18. Mark x. 42, 43 
7 Luke, xxii. 25, 26. 1 Pet. v. 3. 2 Chron. Xix. 12. Cr. Vie 
n- 2. Canfeſſ. cbap. 25. f 6. and contrary to our ſolemn 
th covenants, and many acts and,ordinances of both church — 
of and ſtate, in times Of reformation. | i 1 7 
n- They likeways reject and condemn that groſs eraſtian 
7" principle, That the civil magiſtrate is ſupreme head over l 
li- all perſons, and in all cauſes eccleſiaſtical, as well as civil, 
Ir, whether in more ancient and later times of. tyranny and 


ot perſecution, gpenly and blaſphemouſly; uſurped, or at 
p, aud ſinee the Revolution, moge -craftily, ct too. màni- 
re- | feſtly claimed; as appears from the 37th, artiale of the 
his church of Exgiaud, and king's declaratiomprefixed to the 
of | Aaid-articles; And is further evident framſthe 7 en- 
his | -croachments made upen che, royal digniq and beadſhip 
ng of CHR by the, uſurpers of this throge,. practical 
lu- | veſting themſelves with power and authority to conve 8 | 
oY on. A , . 3 15 | an: | 


e en As 
and as at their pleaſure, and give laws and 8 


ces to the church, hieh is a a attack upon the pre- | 


rogative, ſovereignty, wiſdom and of her abſolute 
= and lord, on whom, as a nail aſtened in a ſure place, 

ther hath hung all the glory of his houſe, and-veſted 
1 with the ſole ſupremacy over the ſame, being filled 
abundantly with the ſpirit of wiſdom and-underſtanding, 
with the ſpir it- of onda and of might, to direct and 

2 in Aue management of all her concerns, and on 

erve from, and overcome all her enemies z Ha. xxii. 
pe and xi. 2, 3. and ix. o. Col. i. 18. Bpb, i 22-2 Chr, 
vi. 18. Heb. v. 4. Confe(ſ chap. 25. 6. 
| They alſo reject and condemn 40 — tenet and 
opinion, that che whole, or any part of the power, 
miſſion, qualifications, or adininiſtration of eceleſiaſtic 
_ officers, or miniſters of the church of CHRIST, depends 
upon the authority and dictation of the civil 1 
becauſe it is manifeſtly deftruftive of the church's 
and authority, under CHRIS her Head, and deri — 
him, and likewiſe of the miniſterial freeiioms and faith» 
2 of CEnarsr's ambaffadors: And particularly, 

reject and condemn as groſs Eraſtianiſm, (whether 
ö eib ore or ſince the Revolution, and eſpecially 

E the rporating union with En on terms 
Giwetriech oppoſite to our covenant union) the civil 
magiſtrate's limiting the miſſion of office-bearers in the 
| Ehurch, according to his will; preſeribing certain quali- 
fications, and reſtricting to certain limitations; fuch as 
the teſt, indulgences, allegiance, aſſuranee, and abjuration 
oaths, act reſtoring patronages, and the att anent Porte» 
. ons, together with the threatened deprivation of office 

d benefice, upon non-compliance ; 5 Cor. ys oa 
Marth. xviii. 17, 18. John XX. 23. 

They further reject and eondemn mating opinion, 
that the external government of CariyT's houſe'is left 
unto the precarious determination of ſinful men, or hath 
either its immediate or mediate dependence upon the will 
and pleaſure of 'the civil magiſtrate, according to the 
import of the claim of righe, ihe antiſeripthral baſis of 
-the revolution ſettlement.” This being evidently an im- 

jous reflection on the perfect wiſdom of the church's 
| You ſubverſive of — — of his houſe, and fertile 

of diforder therein, 1 the kingdom of Enter ob- 


'YOXjous 10 folritual ee 1 and oppreſſion, when ſtran- 
2. enemiès, or” you's bs" hg 6s hora wal warrant to 
" | build . 


{ 


* 


* 
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I like r they re jade and. Ay e thar-grvls 
- invaſion xy ali upon the church's liberties, 


| 

. 

3 

2 

- 

— 
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3 7+ thy "is 
old che bor 


bull he ='7 of he L e Girona 
the form of Her g. RT 2 beſt, ſus A perve 
dehngiee aid ſecular yiews, eis contradiction 


to the will and law of the = of aug Exod. xxv. 
4. and; e 30+, £2et: Al, 11, 3 Grew la, 18. 

Ry 1 ii. 8, with: many other texts above. cirgd,, | 
Mk they reject and condemn that ben 
45 the Lord Jes vs Ennis, thealone Head of 

Urch, hath left hie houſe void ot any particular a 

ce government, ot divine inſtitution, exoluſi ve of 

0 * * the New. T eſtament diſpenſatioa; The © 

which is * manifeſt n u 4 his fidelity to him 


| - who'appointed . d moſt abſurd to ſuppoſe of him 


who | is. true and ul on over 1 OWn houfe, 
and contrary . ix. 6, 764 Tim. v. 17. Heb iii, a, g, 5. 
1 Gr, xii. 28 n. Xii. C, 3, B. AIX. 17 28. 


xvii, 20. Confef}.. chap. 30. 5 l. and to the propoſitigns 
ee government. ol ated 
They rejett ang, condemn. that fefiarian prin- 


* and tenegz, whether iw-former. or latter times muin- 


ned,. That a: kirk. ſcion, or particular congregational 

N. is v ſted with. equal, ecclefiaſtic', power and 
authority, wich any ſuperior judicatory, and neither 
1 nor accountable to them (in the Leun) in 
eir determiaations. They likewiſe reject, as ſoctarian, 
Thgr che community of che Fairhful,: or L profeſſiog Chri- 
kians, in a private ſtation, hath any feriptural warrant 
. for public teaching, or — 2 - in the 
church; both which opinions are not only expreſly con- 
traty to ſeripthteg Al, xv. throughout, and xvi, 4. 1 Cor. 
4 + Tim. v. 17» Heb. v. 4. and xiii. 17. &, but alſo, 
24 been found hitherto moſt hurtful and dangerous ao 
the church of Gop; pk api. her miniſters and members 
of juſt and necaflary recourſe 40d ſuperior. judgment and - 
deciſion im matters difficult, diſcrediting and-proftituting 


| the ſacred office of the miviſtey, and tendingꝑ to overthrow 


a ſtanding. miniſtry in the church of Cms Y, And ſub- 


vert that . beautiful order be bank preſerided | 


therein, | $5 ty 


by the intruſſon of popiſh patronages, whether impoſed 


as a law by civil, or executed hy eccleſiaſtic powers: The 
your of theſe, the miniſters. and judicatories of the nb 


corrupt, harlot church of PI" cannot but be more 
; egregioully ; 


1 wav 
egregiouſſy guilty. .. The nature of their ſacred function 
e at e dhe een profes wee ge e 
frecdom and Hibertics : But in place of this," their hands 
are chief in the treſpaſi, in an 1zuthoritf Ative ant active 
enforcement of this witked act —an act enidenlih deſtrue- 
tive of the very nature and eſſence of that Mutual rela- 
tion berwiv paſtor and people, and whick Nath the native 
and neceſſury tendency t6fehifm in the chyreb/ Fpiritual 


leanneſs, and ſtaroing of Ahe Hock, by thrulting in Aale, 

"1461: bepherds upon chem ſuch bs ſerve not dur Lonp 

| vs CMRGS T, but their own bellics ; feed themſelves, 

ut not the Aock'; and ſect hot them; but theire, con- 
tray tc John x. 2, 9. Heb; ve 1 Time it 3. 1 chr. xf. 
14. wih many more; and to acts of ' doth churrh and 

date; in times of reformation in theſe tovenanted Hands. 
But, on the other Hand, chat the welbytery,” when 

_ - thus condeſcending on particelars, paſs Bot Ger in ſiaful 

« Menee]WWhar ſtands oppoſitè to che. word of Goh and 

their declared principles, as . civil au- 
thorſty, the adminiſtratöfs thereof, and fubicctian of the 

people thereto: They reject, likeas they hereby reje 

10 ad eewüstan, that entiſopiprora bee and "anion, 
chat che divine ſeriptarat- ordinance of 'mtigiſtyacy hath 
not is foundation in the moral preceptde law of God, 
(herein alone his will is fevedled/and declared unte his 
people, toncerning the nature, uſe und ends of all nis 

- ordigarices;)' but” in the fübjective lightcf natüte, (even 

as chrrupted), ſo confuled and dark in its diſcoveries, fo 

© groſs and ſelfſh in its principles, motives and ends, that 

- neither'the true nature of this, nor aby other of the 
ordinantes of JxRHOVAR, as revealed in his word, can 
hereby be known, or the true uſe and ends thereof ſuf- 
Acientſy diſcovered or obtained. at Nn pe 
They Rkewife reſtify againit;” and reject that equally 
["Sdſg##d" opinion; as à ſtream flowirig from the foreſuid 
borrupt fountain, that the office, Der. and confſtitu- 
8755 tion ef awful magiſtrates, doch not ſo ey belong to 
_- profefling Chriſtians, in 1 Chriſtian reformed land, but 
thatithe election and choice of any one whomſoever, 

made by the civil body, (whether Pagan, Papiſty Atheiſt, 
Dteiſt, or other enemy to Gon to man, and; te true 
religion,) makes up the whole of what ia Effential to che 
coynſtitution of à lawful "magiſtrate according to Goy's 
orcdigance.— A tener contrary to the light and diftates 
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ſcriptural, anticovenanted and etaſtian govetiittienie; con 


and voluntary 


Bereby alſo diſciaim that Tdrrape otta, 

that all * — 5 who are, arid while 

are acknowled — ny civil ; im an 

àpoſtate bac ding ta xr fr ors fe the ſtripture | 
ndard, ONS ng their office,) are 

alſo preceptive jad that the office and authority of Ii! 


* \ 
4 199 1 
5 185 1 
oy . 6 
k ET BSE TH 
And they 
* 


ſv Conſthtue and acknowledged, in itſelf conlidefed, does 


equally ariſe from, and agree unto the tive will | 
of GoD, contrary 16 ſcripture precepts, Drut. Avil. 18. 
we falls under ſcripture reproof, Hof: in. 4. and 
her greatly in he iates the valiant cantendingy of out | 
noured anceſtors for civil reformation, and tend ts ; 
| invalidate their deeds of conſtixution thereanent. a 8 
Again, the preſbytery teſtifles agaluſt, and co 
Wine principle; that the Chriſtian people of Gor 'ough 
to give explicite acknowledgment of, implicite ſubjection ö | 
and obedience'to, Whatever civil authority, (though moſt = 5 
wicked and unlawful) the Lon b in his holy providence; * 
may, for the trial and puniſhment of his church, permit 
a backſlidir uw to conſtitute and ſet up, without 
rd to dhe Precept of his word. And they hereby 
eject hate ver in oppoſition to the covenante princi- 
5 of tlie church of Scotland, does juſtly, aud in its 
own nature imply a voluntar and real acknowledgment = 
of the latfulneſs of the title and authority of an _ 


ſtituted upon the Tuins of our ſcriptural —＋ 
formation. Pardieularly, they teſtify againſt praying 
ſucceſß and proſperity to bock iu their — na "ty 
to the Lon b and his Anointed, or in any 3 — 
.a'homologation of their title as lawful, ! freartiig oaths - 
of an” Aired und allegiance to ſuch, accepting — office 
from fuc theſe in their name and aua 
thority under Tae military aſſdciations with ſuch,” by 

a volunt  enlifticig. under their banner 


x their fn and eftdbliſiment * "And that SI h 
\eſe are 455085 as exprefs 4 ö 


proper and 
cite owpiing'of the lawfaltiefs of that atttrority; atten 


they immediately reſpect, ſo they are fuck as cannot be 


5 CT e e ee eee | 
ing, , and e. therefore imply a eee W A any 
1 1 485 5 


iquous authority. 3 2 
5 5 they teſtify, 


_ — 


E 30 4 
of Gop according ti his precept; and particular 
when theſe! _ as a tefſera a Joyalt 22 
ſuch ; or when required as an evidence of, a — 
active contributing to the accompliſhment of ſame wick- 
ed action, expreſly declared ig be the immediate end of 
ihe impoſition. Thus the caſe was in the time of perſe- 
cution, when. the declared end of the additional cel was 
che immediate ſuppreflion, of the pure preaching of th 
goſpel in the fields. As alſo, not ou againſt vrofelled 
witneſſes for reformation Pri pine FOR proſecuting of 
their witneſſing brethren at law before the courts of anti- 
— upqualified judges 3 but generally, againſt all 
w procefles, in a way of direct counter-aQipg avy part 
of xefnrgoag | went an e logating the 
authority of an unlawful judge: h in fine, agai 
all volumary ſubjection, * conſcience ſake, 3819 fork 
powers as re not the ordinance of Gon, according to 
his revealed. preceptive will, as contrary. to; ſcripture; 
2 Sam. i 10, 2 Kings xi. 4 17. 2 Chron. xix. 2. Ia. vi 
12, and IV. II. Nom. xi, 1. to 8. 1 Cr. vi. 1. to 
contrary. to the acts of this church approving, and ordi- 
nances of the ſtate, eſtabliſhing the civil authority upon 
irs ſeriptural foundation, aud D the 
proper object of a. Chriſtian people's voluntary and con- 
ſcientious. ſubjection; and particularly, 0 the al of 
claſſes: While, in, the mean time, it maſt be acknow- 


7 0 


ledged, that he 6 990 condition of preſbyterian. cove- 
nanters in theſe lands, continuing, as a community, to 
witneſs and contend. for re formation of both church. and 
ſtate, that obtained, and was- eſtabliſhed, betwixt 1638 
and 1650, cannot be regarded as that of 8 
enjoying. their ancient privileges and liberties, but as tha 
of an oppreſſed people, brought under the power of a 
conqueror, and no better than captives in their own land. 
As chis was evidently the ſtate of the ſuffering remnant 
under the perſecuting period, when, by the force of the 
ſword, they were robbed of their former laberties, and 
reduced.to the moſt deplorable condition : So, however 
the Revolution did alter ſome circumſtances in the con- 
dition of covenanters; yet, in regard jt was eſtabliſhed 
upon, and did homologate the overthrow. of the refor- 
mation, to which that people do ſtill. adhere, it could 
make no ſubſtantial change in their condition, from 
what it formerly was... And moreover, as it is neceſſarily 
requitie to the conſtituting of che relation betwixt magi- 
4 9 59 | | 


ſtrate 


highwa | 
ous paſlagez—keeping watch in cities which have no ſettled or 
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conſent: And as the coαjy of preſbyteriin eove- 
nanters did never, at or ſinee te Revolution, give ſuch 
conſent j but, on the contraty, have, in the moſt public 


manner, protefted againſt the Conſtitution and inſtalment 


of rulers in-agreeadleneſs thereto, as beirig- contrary to 
the word of Go, covenamed conſtitution, and furida- 


uss of the nations 5 a8 is evident from their 


printed teſtimonies and declarations: It follows, that their 
Kate is chat of an opprefſed people, in paſſi ve fubſection 
to a conquering power, whoſe duty is, to uit wich pa- 


tience upon I#ae!'s Gon for his return to revive his work, 
and recal the bondage of his Zion. And while they are = 
do take care to do nothing that juſtly implies their conſent 
to che comtinued oppoſition made unto che covenanted 


reformation, yet ought to obſerve a proper 


betwirt ſuch actions and things as are neceſſary, and in 
themſelves juſt and lawful; by a moral obligation, and 


thoſe that are not ſo: As alſo, betwixt that which can 


not be had, nor the value or equivalent of it, unleſs the 


perſon actually gave it 5 d chat which may be obtained, 


whether he actually contribute to it or not . Moſt ap- 
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* It has been complained by ſome, that the ſenſe of both 


461 


the members of this particular parargraph is obſcure; and! not 
ſo intelligible as it ſhould, to many readers; but this complaint 


ſeems rather to ariſe from the want of proper attention aud 


consideration, than any other cauſe. As to the firſt branch of 
the ſeatence, Among! Such actiobs and things av-are neceſ 


% ſary, and in thamſelves juſt and lawful by a moral obliga- 
« tion, — may be reckoned the payment of county tolls on 
and bridges, for the benefit of an eaſy and commodi - 


regular-guard, to prevent public damage by fre, or otherwiſe. 


In like manner, the paymest of cuſtom in public markets or 


fairs, or of tommn dues, all of which, being intended? for the be- 


nefit, of public corporations, are given or payed as the price of a 


liberty and privilege of trade and commet ce. And to this may 


de added, ſuch neceſſary inſtances of fe,. def, av a perſon 


may be obliged to, when \maliciouſly abd villanouſſy attacked 


in his charaQer or goods, by perſous perhaps defigaedly taking 
advantage of his Chriſtian temper; or profeſſion: Or when per- 


haps a petſon may be maliciouſly charged with, and proſecuted 


for orimes not only peculiarly diſhonourable ro religion, but 


even capital, as has been the caſe with ſume individuals. - 


Krare and people, hat there be a mutual and eelüntarfy, 
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Py —_ : why , 
plienble. to this our preſent condition, are the words of 
the Levites, expreſſing the diſtreſſed ſtate of {/rael, which 
they had brought themſelves into hy their fins, as re- 
corded by Neb. ix. 36, 37. Behold we are ſervants this 
«© day; ang for the land thou gaveſt unto our fathers, 
« fo eat the fruit thereof, and the good theteof, behold 
vg are ſervants in it : And it yieldeth much increaſe 


* unto the kings which thou haſt ſet over ug, becauſe 
4 of our ſins ; alſo they have daminion over our bodies, 


and over our. cattle, at their pleaſure,” and we are in 
N ee * Io gy | 


| Likewiſe, the preſbytery teſtify againſt all. miniſterial 


or church communion. with ſuch, who, tho” they may 


occupy the place of office-bearers in the church of 
CnnIsr, yet are deſtitute of theſe qualifications. indiſ- 
penſibly required by the church's head, gx enter not into 
their office'by the door he hag appointed in his word, 
own another head than CH RI, or. apaſtatiſa and fall 
from the truth and cauſe of CHRIS formerly eſpouſed 
and ſworn to by them in a church capacity; againſt 
all active o ning and conntenancing of ſuch, by attend- 
ing upon any of their corrupt official miniſtrations, or 
receiving any ordinanees from ſuch, to whom che m_ 


all ſach cafes, ſelf-defence at law becomes beceſſury before the 


ordinary courts and judges of any nation, or place of the world 


whatever, when ſuch defences art admitted without the formal 
and explicite acknowledgment. of the lawfuloeſs. of uojuſt or 
uſurped authority (when ſuch happens to be in place, as io the 


 Joftance' of Paul's appeal to Ceſar, Acts xxv.) pr actigg any 


otherwiſe contrary.to juſtice and charĩit xx. 
And with regard to the other branch of the ſentence, where 
It is obſerved, -** That a difference ought to be made berween 


theſe things that cannot be had, nor yet the value and equi- 


. yalent of theſe, unleſs the perſon actually give it, &c 1. This 


is ſufficiently explained in a paragraph, page 199 bear the foot. 
—-Prayery for God's bleſſing op any government. —inliſting and 
bearing arms in their ſervice, accepting offices and places of 
power from them, —ſwearing oaths of fidelity to them, &c.—are 
ſuch things as can by no means be got, not yet the equivalent 
of them, unleſs. the party aQually conſents and grants them. 
Theſe therefore, and ſuch like, are the only inſtances of actios 
which, the preſpytery judge, do, in their own nature, contain 
and expreſs a proper and explicite acknowledgment of the lay - 
fulaeſt of chat authority which they immediately reſpec. 


(C 30% c Firs 
has denied his bleſſing. Againſt all voluntary contract. 
ing with Prelates, curates, or ſuch officers of human 
invention in the church, for paying tithes or other dues 
unto them, as unto lawful, ſcriptural pariſh miniſters. 
For beſides that there is nothing due unto them, their 
office having no divine authority; ſo there being under 
the New Teſtament a change of the prieſthood, there is 
alſo a change of he law, reſpecting tithes; according 
10 2 Cor. vi. 17. Rev. ii. 20. c. eee ee rial 
By Tall which ich it appears, from what is above aſſerted 
and declared concerning theſe two divine diſtinct ordi- 
nances, the minſtry magiſtracy, that the principles 
maintained thereanent by tbe preſbytery, are nothing 
elſe an endeavour, as a judicatory of the Lozp 
Jssus CRI r, conſtituted in his name, 40 hold faſt the 
church of Scotland's teſtimony, agreeable: to the ſcrip- 
tures of truth, her confeſſion and covenants, fundamental 
acts and conſtitutions both of church and ſtate; and this, 
according to the command of the church's ſole King and 
Heads Rev. ii. 25. and iii. 11. And what is teſtified 
againſt, is, in the nature of it, an homologation of the 
5 cburch's faithful oppoſition to backſliders, in their eourſe 
ot defection, from the national attainments in religion 
and -» eee reſiſting even unto: blood, ſtriving a- 
gain ets” 4 rp ent te B 18 1899.89. 
The eſbytery further aſſert and declare, that oaths 
and vos are a part of religious worſhip, warranted in 
the word of God, and under the New Teſtament diſpen- 
ſation, and may be lawfully taken and entered into by 
the Lox p' people, That ſuch oaths and vows only arr 
warrantable, as are lawful bath for the matter and the 
manner of them; and thoſe that are ſo, when once en- 
gaged in, muſt not be violated on any conſideration; and 
that, becauſe of the authority of the awful name of Gop 
interpoſed jn them. And further, they declare, That 
the right of adminiſtrating oaths is competent only to 
thoſe veſted with ſuch authority as is agreeable to the 
word of truth, As alſo, That it is the incumbent duty - 
of Chriſtians, by ſolemn. oath to bind themſelves to main- 
tain and defend the perſons: of righteous rulers, iu the 
lawful exerciſe of their authority; and to fuch only, it 
is lawfyl to ſwear oaths of allegiance and fidelity. And 
hereby, they diſapprove the principle of refuſing allegi- | 
ance to lawful authority. At the ſame time, the preſ. | 
bytery teſtify againſt, as above, all the oaths of allegi- 
ERC” 7." 855 | | | ance - * 
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And turther, they. reject and deteſt thatdinful, idolatrous 
and ſuperſtitioms form of ſwearing; laying the hund 
upon, and kiſling the: goſpels, practiſed by the prelatical 


churches of Rug land and Ireland, and even introduced 
into Scotland, as 2 graſs profanation of that holy or . 


nance, and contrary to the ſeripture amples chereof. 


Hereby, alſo teſtify againſt-all ünful ſwearing, 
ur: - name of 9 — titles, ions, or 
graces of his hely Spirit, are profagod im ordinary diſ- 
courſe. As alſo, the unneteſſary oaths of cuſtom-houſe, 
trade, &. as a reiterated and feartul protanatiou of che 
name of GOD. And moreover, they teſtify againſt, and 
condemn that ungodly and ſuperſtitious oach, practiſed 
by that unhallowed club, called Nee ,νõuue ;\'according 
40 Deut. x. 20. Exod, xx. 7. \Neb iii. 25. Ev . . 
Deut. vi. 13. Math iv. 35, 36. Ezel. xvii. 16, 1/46, 19. 
Rev. X. 5, O. Jer. iv. 2. and v. 2. Confefſ chap.) 112 

Again, they teſtify and declare, That che work of 
ſolemn covenanting with a Gon in CRRIiEST, is n duty 


warranted in the ſcriptures of the Old and New Toſta- 


ments, and by the examples of che godly? agreeable |, 
thereto; and that not only to individuals in particular, 
but to churches and nations in general. The which c- 
venants once entered into, and being for the matter of 
them lawful, are moſt ſacred, and therefore iuviolkbl 
binding; and what cannot be broken or tranſpreſſtd, 
without manifeſt guilt, and ineurring the dreadful re- 
ſentment of ' a holy and jealous Gop, who has ſeverely 
threatned to puniſh-covenant-breakers. And hence they 
aſſert, that the national covenant of Scotland, und” the 
ſolemn league and covenant- entered into by the three 
nations, for reformation and defence of religion, and 
and for the mentainance and preſervation” of the truths 
and ordinances of Gp in purity, and ſworn by our ho- 


noured anceſtors, not only for themſelves, but including 


alfo their poſterity, are of divine authority, as having 
their foundation upon the word of Gop; therefore mo- 
ral, and ſo perpetually binding upon the nations, and every / 


Aadividual of them, 10 the lateſt poſterity. Wherefore, 
che cm. aro teſtify againſt ihe prineiple of refuſing the 
os | 


Ineis of national covenanting, particulurly under 
the New Teſtament diſpenſation; and all principles and 
practices chat ſtrike againſt the moral obligation of theſe 
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approbation 
=. reformation, that evar, in any period, were attained 
church and land: Particularly, beſides what 
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Deut, XX» 187 6056. 2 . Len. big ul 

„ . 14, 55 18,71. 2 Wi 1. Exel. xvi $9. and 
—— 16, 18, 19. H/ x, . Gal, iii. 11 f. 2 Cr viii. * 

o acts and ordinances both of church and ſtate in 

dg of 8 reſpecting thataking, and binding 
yy no —— 41. A vil) 1 DIASTIVER 
ereby Feby cefify aud declare their 

—— tgp "oma the different ſteps 


2, Agains 


unto in this 
has bean mentiened above, they declare their 


to the ¶ aſtminſar conſoſſion of faith, as it was apptoven 
dy ac af the General Aſſambiy of the church of Scariand, 


ang 10% 1 catechiſms larger and ſhorter; form of 


| Ui government, directory for. worthip, and books of 


ipline, as I du, n e r ANG. the ſacred 


chapter of aur confeſſion, the prefbytery hereby declare, 


* they reje& that corrupt ſenſe and gloſs Which has : 


been impoſed upon it, Whether by open enemies, ur falſe 


to gur covenanted reformation in former or /lats 


ter times, viz, That a reformed Chriſtian people, having. 
generally received, and publicly profeſſing the trite reli- 
gion; and more cſpecially, having cxpreſly and ſolemn 
bound themſelves. by public national vows io the Mo 


High, for the. preſervation of it, may warrantably ſet 
over them an inſidel, or one of a religion differing from: 
che true religion, and thereupon acknowledge and fab» 
mit tbemſelſes to him, as their lawful civil ruler for can- 
ſcience. ſake : And moreover, they declare, that: they 
uaderſtand ſaid article, as principally relating to the 


condition of a people emerging out of the darkneſs and 
rſtition of ,Paganifm or Popery, &c. before that 
religion has obtained the ſanction of civil auihority : 
when, altho the major part or bulk of a people ſhould 
embrace the true religion, yet that does not diflolye' or 
looſe the relation ſublifting between them and their civil 
rulers, prior to their converſion, agreeable to, and found 
ed upon the Juſt, and reaſonable laws of the realm. In 
wy caſe. only, it is granted, that an inſdel, or one of a 
different religion, may have authority juſt and legal over 
8 partly converted to 4he knowledge and goſpel 
CursT.,. Thus it was with the primitive Chriſtians; 
and ne * with our n NW. 
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at che beginning of the reformation'; and this perfectly 
well agrees to the apoſtolical precept and determination 
in a caſe ſimliar to the above, 1 Cor. vil. 12, 13, and 39. 
„ OUT T3 OP 25 ODS 

As alſo, they further declare their approbation of, and 
adherence to all the faithful teſtimonies, declarations and 
proteſtations, emitted by the witneſſes for the work of 


_ reformation, whether before or under the late times of 


tyranny. and perſecution, in priſons,” ſcaffolds, or in the 
fields, by land or ſea; or by fuch, as ſince that ume Have 


ſucceeded them in the ſelf ſame teſtimony, as they are 


founded upon, and agreeable to the word of truth, and 


as a juſt and proper vindication of foreſaid covenanted 


cauſe. And particularly, with the above proviſo and li- 
mitation, they declare their adherence to the Rutherglen, 
Sangubair and Lanerk declarations, amis 1679, 1686 
1682 ; as alſo to the declarations publiſhed at Sangubary, 
1683, 1684, 1692, and 1694, 1703, 1707; to the infor- 


matory vindication, and cloud f witneſſes ; to the  cove- 


naut. national and ſolemn league, ſworn at Auchenſaugh, 
near Douglas, in the year 1712, at Crauſurd. jam 1745 5 
with the additional acknowledgments of fins, and en- 

agemeats to duties at theſe times; to the declarations pu- 

liſhed at Sangubair 1718, and at Montherrick 1946, 741. 
And in like manner, they teſtify their adherence to the 
Act formerly emitted by this preſbytery, in condemna- 


tion of the univerſal ſcheme. And they do hereby teſtify 


againſt, and diſapprove all partiality and unfaithfulneſs, 
whether in reſpe& of right or left hand extremes, in any 
teſtimonies, publiſhed in a way of profeſſed adherence 


to reformation principles; 3 they reject the 
teſtimony publiſhed by thoſe 


deſigned the Aſſociate Preſ. 
bytery, as no adequate teſtimony for truth, becauſe of 
the partiality and unfaithfulneſs, both to Gop and the 

eneration, diſcovered therein; being, inſtead of a faith- 
fal vindication, no better than a burial of ſome of the 
moſt important attainments in reformation of this church 


and land. And they likewiſe reject, deteſt and abhor 


that ſpurious brat, ſtuffed with groſs error, blaſphe- 


— and nonſenſe, moſt falſely and unjuſtly deſign- 


« A teſtimony for the word of CnRIST's patience,” 
by that ſacrilegious uſurper of the miniſtry, William Dun- 
net; who, being once plunged in the depths of enthu- 


fiaſm, ſuch is his madneſs, that under pretence of an im- 


J mediate mĩſſion from heaven, he not only daringly _ 


che whole of che miniſterial function, but alſo wickedly 
claims an eraſtian exerciſe of the office of the civil magi- 
ſtrate, in a ſtupid, unaccountable declaration of war, 


1 garments, and turn unto the 
. « is gracious and merciful,” — Foel ii. 13. That, in the 
way of flying under the covert of the atoning blood of 
the Sow of Gop, by faith in his name, for the remiſſion 
of ſins, and endeavouring * perſonal reformation, as 
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offenſive and defenſive, againſt all mankind, himſelf and 
his blind-folded confederates only excepted; having pro- 
bably had theſe antiſcriptural notions inſtilled in him by 


he induſtry. of ſome unſtable. heads, who, after they 
had made a. profeſſed ſubjection to this prefbytery, in 


the Lox, did, with ſome others of the ſame ftamp, in 
a moſt unwarrantable and ſchiſmatical manner, break off 
from their communion, without ſo much as diſcovering. 
any ſhadow of reaſen, in juſtification of their raſh, un- 


grounded and precipitant ſeparation. 


Upon the whole, the preibytery proteſting, that they 


Have been influenced to this neceflary work, of diſplay- 


ing a judicial banner for the covenanted cauſe and inte- 


reſt of our exalted REDEEMER, purely out of a regard to 


the glory of Gop, a defire that CHRIS 's kingdom may 


de advanced, and his buried 'truths revived; as alſo, a 
concern for the welfare and happineſs of the preſent and 
ſucceeding generations; —do earneſtly, in the bowels. of 


our Lord JesuUs CnRisT, beſeech and obteſt all and 


every one, into whoſe hands this teftimony may come, 
that without conſidering the infignificancy of the inſtru- 


ments, and laying aſide prejudice, and carnal ſelfiſh con- 
fiderations,. they receive the truth as it is in Is us, not 
only in the notion, but in the love and power of it; that 
they take with. the many juſt and highly aggravated. 


1 


grounds of the Lord's controverſy, and cauſes, of his 


wrath againſt us, not only on account of private and 
perſonal wickedneſs come to a very great height, but par- 
ticularly, on account of the general 2 to the 


public concerns ot his glory, in what reſpects the doc- 


trine, worſhip, government and diſcipline of his houſe. 


Alas! our public abominations are both obſtinately per- 
Aſted in, and publicly juſtified.  'That they lay to heart 


the great and terrible wickedneſs of the day and genera- 
tion, with deep humiliation before the Lok, while he 


waits to be gracious, and is calling all ranks to humble 


themſelves, and ſaying, Rent 2 heart and 2 your 
ORD your Gop, for he 


to 
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to all the impiety and irreligion, all the deteſtable indif- 
ferency, lukewarmneſs, and hypocriſy in the matters of 
Gon, which univerſally prevail, they alſo ſtudy and ſer 
about public reformation, every one in their ſeveral ſta. 
tions, according to our folemn national engagements, 
concurring to reſtore the Lok 's ruined and buried work, 
and rebuild his houſe, which is now lying as a deſolate 
heap, covered over with the rubbiſh of manifold errors, 
corruptions and human inventions. If we ſtill hold faſt 
our abominations, and will not, by repentance and re- 
formation, return and give glory to the Lox n our Gop 
before he "cauſe darkneſs; then, when he returns for 
the ſalvation of Zion, He will come treading down the 
people in his anger, and making them drunk in his 
„fury, and bringing down their ſtrength to the earth; 
Iſa. Ixiii. 6.“ But is there no hope in Mael concerning 
4 this thing? Is there na balm in Gilead ? Is there not 
4 a phyſician there?” Is there not virtue i CHRIST 
blood for the moſt deſperate cafes, that churches, as 
well as particular perſons can be in? Is there not ground 
to hope, that the Lord will not altogether” torſake theſe 
ſinful lands, which were given to him of old for an in- 
heritance, and wherein he has ſo long maintained his 
poſſeſſion, but that he will yet build up our Zion, and 
- appear in his glory therein, will plead his own cauſe, 
revive his own work, a covenanted work of reformation, 
and remove all the contempt and ignominy which it pre- 
ſently lies under: Sure the continuance: of his gracious - 
calls and invitations to return to him, gives ground to 
Hope, that our Jſrael hath not been forſaken, nor 
« Fudah'of his God, of the Loxyp of hoſts, though their 
« land was filled with fin againſt the holy One of /rael,” 
Jer. li. 5. And though while ſo much of error, preju- 
dice, and carnal intereſt, lie as impaſſable mountains in 
the way, there is little appearance of the nations taking 
this courſe; yet the Lok ſeems ſtill to beſpeak us in 
that endearivg language, Fer. iii. 12. © Go, and proclaim 
c theſe words towards the north, and ſay, Return thou 
c backfliding [jrael, ſaith the Loxp, and Iwill not cauſe 
c mine anger to fall upon you; for I am merciful, ſaith 
«'the LorD, and I will not keep anger for ever.” Tho' 
we have nationally torn our marriage- contract with hea- 
ven, and taken away our names, yet the Lord hath not. 
Turn, O backſliding children, ſaith the LORD, for lam 
married unto you, Let all then repent, and turn themſelves 
| g \ from 
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from all their tranſgreſſions, ſo iniquity ſhall not be their ruin: 
But if not, then let all the impenitent deſpiſers of the re- 
peated calls of mercy know, that abuſed patience will at 
8 turn into fury, and the Lox D IEHOVAR, who 
Hath already furbiſhed his ſword, and prepared the in- 
ſtruments of death, will ſpeedily give that dreadful com- 


 miſfion' to the executioners of his wrath ; “Put ye in 


5 the fickle, for the harveſt is ripe; come, get you down, 

1 for the preſs is full, the fats overflow, for their wicx- 
« edneſs is great; Joel iii. 13. But becauſe Gop will 
«do this to Iſrael, let us prepare to meet our Gon.“ 


Further, the preſbytery invite and intreat all who tender 


the glory of Gob. che removab of the cauſes of his wrath 


and indignation, and who deſire the continuance of his 


tuberuacle and gracious preſence amongſt us, to come and 


Join in a harmonious, zealous and faithful teſtimony for 


the precious truths and intereſt af Zion's glorious King, 
and againſt c very courſe that has a tendency to heighten, _ 
and at laſt to la on the copeſtone of our defections. Con- 
ſider, it is th Lok p's call and command to every one, 
even in their moſt private ſtation, Contend earneftly for ibe 
fulah once delivered to the ſaints. It is the burden he at 


. this day lays on his church and people; Hold faft what 


bon baft ni come, that no man take thy crowns hold faſt 
by our former attainments in reformation. And finally, 
the preſhytery exhort all with whom they are more par- 
tieularly connected, To fland faſt in one ſpirit, with one 
mind, ftriving together for the faith of the goſpel, and in 
nothing terrified by your adverſaries. Let the flame of 
fervent and true love to Gop, his truths, and to one an- 
other, prevent and extinguiſh the wild fire of unneceſ- 
ſary and hurtful mutual animoſities; and endeavouring to 
keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, ſtudy one- 


neſs in promoting the Lon p's oppoſed work, and in walk- 


ing in the good old way, without turning aſide to the 
right hand or to the lett, becauſe of the lion that is there- 
in, and without laying other toundations than whatwere 
laid: Let none of CHRIS T's true and faithful witneſſes 
ſuffer their hearts to ſink into deſpondency; the cauſe 
is the Lozp's, and aſſuredly he will thoroughly plead 
that cauſe which is his own. It will outlive all its ene- 
mies, and yet have a glorious reſurrection; and this will 
be the crown and comfort of all ſuch as continue, amidſt 
all trials and ſufferings, contending for him, in the bleſ- 
ted expectation of the ' conqueror's everlaſting reward. 

Ba 8 Therefore, 
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4 ſhine, and we ſhall be ſaved: Let 
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Therefore, lifs up the hands that 1 4 


le feeble knee) ; greater afliftions baye been accompliſhed 
jn thoſe chat are gone before, and are now inheriting the 


promiſes, than any wherewith the Lonn is preſentiy 
trying his church. And, as the Gop of all grace, after 
they had ſuffered a while, made them „ and 
them in poſſeſſion of that eternal grow to which 
were called by JxsUSs CanisT, ſo ſhall he ſtabliſh, 
ſtrengthen and keep his people ſtill from falling, and 


after all their ſorrows and 79 preſent chem fault- 


leſs, before the preſence of his glory with exceeding joy. 
6 Return, ve beſeech thee, O Gon of Hoſts; look down 
ac from heaven, and behold and viſit this vine; and the 
2˙ vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and the 
5 branch that thou madeſt ſtrong for chyſelf, it is durant 
<« with fire, it is cut down, they periſh at the rebuke of 
« thy countenance.” Let thy hand be upon the man of 
dc thy right hand, upon the 8on of man whom thou 
& madeſt ſtrong 5 thyſelf, ſo will not» go hack from 
« thee; quicken us, and we will cal. an thy:name ;. 
% turn us again, O Lox p of Hoſte tau thy e 
Gov: ariſe, lot e 
„ immortal and omnipotent King Ins us reigo, aud let 


„ all his enemies be ſcattered 3 but let them that lave 
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